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A untie broadens her horizons 

Janet Daley on the inverted 

snobbery at the heart of the 
BBCs review, page 18 
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Concerts offer 

Buy a ticket & take a 
friend forZOp. Details 
& today’s token, p!5 
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Chant of ‘No surrender to the IRA’ as missiles are hurled down on to Irish supporters 


"*5 

■ TVi 


,cr c3i 
hi- 


' r* 

-h-.* 

.;■* is si*. 

• f! -alfr J? 


■r« 

"'"inxic 

-_ 

''I'cyjV, 


Match halted 
as England 
fans riot 

By David Miller in Dublin and Adam Fresco 
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RIOTING English football 
supporters last night caused 
the abandonment of ihe 
friendly match again st the 
Republic of Ireland in Dublin. 

As broken seats and mis¬ 
siles rained down on the pitch, 
minutes after Ireland had 
taken the lead. English foot¬ 
ball was plunged into its worst 
crisis and its most humiliating 
shame since the Heysel 
disaster ten years ago. The 
incident puts a question mark 
over whether England can 
host the 1996 European Foot¬ 
ball Championships. 

Both teams left the field with 
the Dutch referee once the 
scenes on the upper deck of the 
West Stand were visibly out of 
control even after the Garda 
moved in its forces. Specta¬ 
tors. apparently in well 
organised groups, gave Nazi 
salutes and chanted “No sur¬ 
render to the IRA”. 

National Front sympa¬ 
thisers had been identified in 
the crowd from the VIP box 
before the match by Football 
Association officials. Bertie 
Ahern, the Fianna Fail leader, 
said: “I have spent a lifetime 
going to sporting grounds but 
1 have never seen anything 
like this. It is unbelievable 
some of the officials from the 
FA dearly before the game 
were identifying some of these 
people as National Front 
people. They know them." 

The match was abandoned 
after 27 minutes between the 
police and the Football Associ¬ 
ation of Ireland. Chief 
Superintendant Patrick 
Doocey, in charge of ground 
security said: “There was no 
alternative in the interest of 



Mary Robinson: saw 
the violence erupt 

public safety." Irish police had 
been warned that English 
youths would cause trouble 
but turned down an offer of 
assistance in identifying trou¬ 
blemakers. according to a 
detective in Manchester. 
Twenty-four hours before the 
game, detectives identified 30 
known hooligans catching 
flights to Dublin. 

A detective in Manchester 
said last night “We had 
specific information which we 
passed on. including the fact 
there there was likely to be a 
pitched battle in Dublin be¬ 
tween fans from Leeds and 
Oldham." 

He added: “We identified 
known National Front trou¬ 
blemakers among those trav¬ 
elling to Dublin. All this 
information was passed on to 
the Garda. 

“Our information was that 
rioting would start almost 
immediately the National An¬ 
them had been played — and 
we weren't too far out. The 
problem is we weren't there in 


Dublin either to identify the 
hooligans and prevent them 
from getting into the ground.” 

Up to six hundred police 
officers, some in riot gear, 
were on duty in Dublin for the 
match. They had monitored 
Dublin airport and Dun 
Laoghaire port. Many fans 
had been drinking heavily in 
Dublin and when the British 
National Anthem was played, 
Irish fans jeered at the English 
fans. 

A number of spectators, 
fleeing from the terraces be¬ 
neath the upper stand, and 
some stewards and police, 
were injured by the flying 
debris of tom-up seats and 
wooden beams from the back 
of pews in the upper deck. 
None of the injuries were said 
to be serious. 

Terey Venables, the Eng¬ 
land coach, said afterwards: 
“It'S such a bad, sad situation 
that it's impossible to describe. 
It'S put the game back quite a 
lot His quite disgraceful, it’s 
such a sad situation. There are 
no words lo describe that sort 
of behaviour. 1 wouldn’t even 
try-" 

Mr Venables said none of 
the players were injured and 
that he had no idea how some 
of the thugs involved managed 
to get tickets for the game, 
which was a -46.000 sell-out. 
He said there could be “reper¬ 
cussions" from last night’s 
incident for future away 
matches involving England. 

Graham Kelly, chief execu¬ 
tive of the Football Associ¬ 
ation, said: “We are very 
shocked, it's very distressing, 
and if sets us back so much. It 
seems a comparatively small 



An injured Ireland supporter is carried from a lower stand at Lansdowne Road. Debris was hurled down by England supporters on a stand above 


number of supporters were 
intent on causing trouble from 
the onset. The situation esca¬ 
lated 10 the point where safety 
of the innocent was being 
endangered. 

“The only thing 1 can do is 
criticise the people that come 
here to cause trouble. There 
are -46.000 people here ronighr 
and our enjoyment has been 
spoilL I am very shocked by 
the callous disregard they 
have for the safety of chidren 
and other people around 
them. It is quite amazing 
really and 1 can’t understand 
iL“ 

As the violence petered out 


hundreds of fans fled onto the 
pitch to escape the danger 
from missiles from above. It 
was England's first away 
game under Mr Venables, and 
could now be their last for a 
long time. 

Alan Ball, a former England 
captain, and current manager 
of Southampton, sat viewing 
the disturbance 3t the ground. 
Speaking on Sky TV he said he 
was ashamed of the England 
fans that had caused the 
trouble. 

Gerry Francis, manager of 
Tottenham Hotspur, was also 
at the game, commentating for 
Skv. Talking about whether 


England should be allowed to 
host the European champion¬ 
ships he $aid: "There are 
millions of really good football 
supporters in this country who 
1 don't think should be de¬ 
prived of seeing a spectacle 
because of a few absolutely 
mindless idiots. 

“There is an element 
throughout the world . but I 
feel we have to work that 
much harder whichever way 
we can to isolate them from 
the game altogether. They 
should be banned from foot¬ 
ball for life.” 

The founder of the Football 
Supporters’ Association. 


Rogan Taylor, said he was 
saddened and very angry. 
“This is the fourth week on the 
trot that there has been trou¬ 
ble at football matches and 1 
am not surprised it is with the 
English national team that we 
have seen the worst scenes." 
he said. 

Eamonn Dunphy. the for¬ 
mer Irish international who 
played for Manchester United 
and Mfllwail and is a devoted 
anglophile. said bitterly: “The 
English should be isolated 
from the game, it makes me 
grieve. Ireland is such a lovely 
place to come." 

England are due to host the 


European Football Champ¬ 
ionship in June next year, 
which will be the most signifi¬ 
cant sporting event in Britain 
since the 1966 World Cup. 
More than 5.000 media per¬ 
sonnel will attend the event 
and 130 television stations will 
cover it 

Ticket sales could reach £60 
million for the 31 games, 
which may indude England 
against Ireland. Games will 
be played at eight venues. 
inducting Wembley. The FA is 
hoping to make a profit of 
around £5 million. 

Insanity returns, page 48 
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Warning of 
economic 
slowdown 

KENNETH CLARKE was 
yesterday urged not to raise 
interest rates any further 
amid fresh signs that econom¬ 
ic growth is slowing. Retail 
sales dropped by 0.9 per cent 
in January despite the sales 
Panel Bush writes). 

A further sign that the 
economy is losing momentum 
were unemployment figures 
for January. Although em¬ 
ployment in manufacturing 
showed a surge, the overall 
fan of 27300 was the smallest 
since last July- 
Retail prices were un¬ 
changed in January but the 
annual rate of inflation rose to 
33 per cent from 2.9 per 
cent 

Business News, page 25 


Major tells ministers to toe line 


By Philip Webster, political editor 
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JOHN MAJOR is to deliver a 
warning to his Cabinet today 
to fall into line behind his 
policy on the single currency 
and other thorny European 
issues. 

After a week in which signs 
of Cabinet disunity have ap¬ 
palled the Conservative Party 
in Parliament and the country, 
and led to a slump in the value 
of the pound, the Prime Minis¬ 
ter is expected to tell ministers 
that they must stick to agreed 
government policies in their 
public utterances. 

Mr Major will tell his most 
senior colleagues that the im¬ 
pression of disarray at the top 
of the Government cannot be 
allowed to continue. 

He is expected to say that 
the party, while accepting that 
the issue of Europe inevitably 
throws up ideological divi¬ 
sions. demands that they show 
a united front. His order will 
delight members of the 1922 
Committee executive, who told 
him at a private meeting on 
Tuesday that Cabinet disci¬ 
pline must be restored. 

Mr Major’s derision to lay 
down the law comes amid 


mounting Conservative anger 
over the recent statements of 
Cabinet ministers on Europe. 
The target of the Right has 
been Kenneth Clarke, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 
of the Left. John Redwood and 
Michael Portillo. 

Mr Clarke has infuriated 
the right with his claims in a 
speech last week that a single 
currency need not lead to a 
federal superstate. 

Yesterday Sir Ivan Law¬ 
rence. a member of the 1922 
executive, said that Mr Clarke 
should be silent about his 
views on Europe or consider 
resigning from the Govern¬ 
ment But the depth of disen¬ 
chantment with Europe on the 
Right was underlined when 
Sir Rhodes Boyson, another 
1922 executive member, sug¬ 
gested that the rime had come 
lo consider withdrawing from 

the European Union. 

Mr Major is reported to 
have been struck by the 
strength of feeling at Tues¬ 
day’s encounter with the 1922 
executive about whai it saw as 
Cabinet indiscipline. Right 
and left-wingers strongly sup¬ 


ported Mr Major but said that 
the Cabinet was setting a bad 
example to the Conservative 
Party at large. 

David Evans, the outspoken 
rightwinger, was invited by 
Sir Marcus Fox, the chairman, 
to open the debate and pulled 
no punches, suggesting that 
Mr Clarke should be dis¬ 
missed unless he contained his 
enthusiasm for a single cur¬ 
rency. Mr Major ended the 
meeting by noting that Had 
detected a unanimous view 





Boyson: says lime has 
come to pull out of EU 


that the Cabinet should stick 
to the line he has enunciated in 
his speech in Leiden. The 
Netherlands, in September, in 
his interview with Sir David 
Frost in January, and in his 
address to the Conservative 
Way Forward this month. 

There were signs yesterday 
that the 1922 warning, dis¬ 
closed by The Times, was 
already gening home. Mr 
Portillo, the Employment Sec¬ 
retary. in interviews about 
yesterday's unemployment, 
retail sales and inflation fig¬ 
ures. made plain that he was 
reluctant to answer questions 
about rhe single currency. It 
was noted that Mr Clarke did 
not give interviews yesterday 
on the economy: and in a 
speech to an Anglo-American 
friendship group in London 
last night. Mr Clarke ap¬ 
peared to be frying to avoid 
further inflaming his critics, 
saying that Britain was closer 
to the United States than 
many of its European partners 
in its approach to the 
economy. 

Boyson digs in. page 9 


Santer says EU will listen more 
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From George Brock 
IN STRASBOURG 

IN AN effort to improve the 
battered image of the Euro¬ 
pean Union and to avoid 
triggering fresh arguments 
inside the Conservative Party. 
Jacques Santer, the president 
of the European Commission, 
vesterday promised that bU 
policy-makers would listen 
more and legislate less. 

But in the course ol a 
speech, that leant oyer back¬ 
wards to avoid creating fresn 
controversies in Britain. M 
Santer confirmed that the 


Commission would propose a 
law to abolish passport con¬ 
trols on EU travellers. He also 
presented plans for the com¬ 
ing year, which look forward 
io the creation of a single 
currency at the earliest pos¬ 
sible date in two years' time. 

John Major has pledged to 
retain British passport con¬ 
trols which the Commission 
claims are in breach of the EU 
treaty. The Prime Minister 
has also written off the 
chances of a single currency 
occurring as early as 1997. 

Mr Santer. presenting the 
Commission's “work pro¬ 


gramme” this year to the 
European Parliament, empha¬ 
sised the need to make fewer 
jaws and to make the ones that 
it did pass easier to explain 
and justify. Without mention¬ 
ing any EU slate by name, he 
said that the Commission was 
carrying out its duty under the 
Maastricht treaty when plan¬ 
ning to remove frontier con¬ 
trols and following a path 
towards a single currency. 

In a passage that reflected 
Mr Santer’s hope that he 
would not be pouring more 
foci on the fire of Britain's EU 
immigration debate, he said 


that citizens would not enjoy 
the benefits of a frontier-free 
zone unless they were safe 
from drug traffickers and 
organised crime. 

One hardline Tory MEP 
here said that Mr Samer’s 
assurance was “all that John 
Major could want and more". 
Asked after his speech wheth¬ 
er he was on a collision course 
with Britain, he said: “lYn 
paid to implement the trea¬ 
ties.” Yet, his speech confirms 
the view that any new law on 
free movement will be slow. 

Santer pledge, page 14 


Stranded 
climber 
found dead 

By Gillian Bowduch 

SCOTLAND CORRESPONDENT 

A CLIMBER trapped on 
Lochnagar near Braemar in 
Grampian was found to he 
dead yesterday. 24 hours after 
he was located by rescuers 
who were prevented from 
reaching him by blmards. 

Roger Chippendale, 28. 
from Aviemore. who broke 
both legs in a 200ft Fall after a 
snow cornice collapsed under 
him. was located on Tuesday 
by Braemar Mountain Rescue 
Team after his companion 
Christopher Forrest, 34. man¬ 
aged to climb down and 
alerted them. 

However, more than 50 
rescuers from Grampian 
Police, Braemar. RAF 
Leu chars and Aberdeen 
Mountain Rescue teams were 
frustrated by winds of up to 
lOOmph in their efforts to save 
Mr Chippendale. An RAF 
helicopter was forced to cum 
back by the conditions and ar 
one stage rescuers had to dig 
themselves into snow holes to 
escape the blizzard. 

Grampian Police said Mr 
Chippendale, an experienced 
climber, cut a ledge on which 
he built a snow shelter and is 
thought to have survived 
Tuesday night but by yester¬ 
day he was getting weaker 
and when the rescuers finally 
reached him yesterday after¬ 
noon he was dead- 

Mr Forrest had been roped 
to Mr Chippendale but was 
several hundred feet behind 
him. He could not reach his 
companion after the fall but 
they were able to shout to each 
other. 

Mr Chippendale's death on 
the mountain brines the total 
so far this year to sl\. 


Winter challenge, page 5 
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Saint Gumgum huffs and puffs down Streatham High Street 

... .1 U — anJ fin volloH 



Gummer his emotions 
are easily stirred 


WEARING a cream tie deco¬ 
rated with enormous pink 
pigs. John Gummer yester¬ 
day went ape. about 
Streatham High Road. No¬ 
body knows why the Envi¬ 
ronment Secretary so spec- 
taculariy lost his rag. 
Questions were as hog- 
whim peringiy boring as even 
Labour spokesman Keith Vaz 
no oilier than usual; and 
Streatham High Road has 
until now hardly drawn a tut- 
tut. let alone provoked a 
Cabinet minister to a fit of 
blind rage. 

But there it was. Gummer 
lashed himself into a storm 
on Streatham High Road. 


The storm did not break at 
the beginning- The Question 
came from Keith Hill (Lab. 
Streatham), who said out-of- 
town shopping was taking 
trade from Streatham High 
Road, and asked the minister 
to refuse appeals for plan¬ 
ning approval. 

Gummer said he couldn't 
comment as an appeal was 
pending, but indicated sym¬ 
pathy with Mr Hill’s con¬ 
cerns. John Marshall (G 
Hendon S) protested that out- 
of-town shopping drew cus¬ 
tom only because customers 
preferred it 

Marshall was wasting his 
breath. In this Cabinet Gum- 



ffiAtrflEVr PARRIS 
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mer represents an inglenook 
ungraced by Adam Smith's 
bust. Fogeys in flight from- 
vulgar Thatcherism may rest 
there, the small talk being of 
how dreadful it is to have 
women priests, how sad that 
cobblers' shops are dying out, 
how maddening that you 
can't get nut packets open, 
nobody sells sherbet any 
more, the new version of the 
Lord's Prayer does not men¬ 
tion God. and BR serves 


UHT milk. I know these 
people. You met them at 
Cambridge: they wore gowns 
to Hall although you didn't 
have to. and wanted the 
Grace to be in Latin. They 
had usually been to grammar 
school. It was of such that 
Lady Chetwode (after meet¬ 
ing Betjeman) said “We in¬ 
vite people tike that to tea, but 
we don’t many them." 

Gummer answered Mar¬ 

shall with mounting impa¬ 


tience. “I'm not going to be 
drawn on Streatham High 
Street" he declared in heroic 
tones, for all the world as 
though, taken by Satan on to 
a mountain and tempted with 
every pleasure to which flesh 
is prone. St Gumgum was 
piously resisting the last and 
greatest enticement of all: the 
temptation to be drawn on 
Streatham High Street. 

Then Labour's Keith Vaz 
dripped in. A genial young 
man of whom the worst that 
gui be said is that he sounds 
occasionally oleagenous and 
occasionally scheming. Mr 
Vaz delivered a harmless 
homily on the need to resist 


what he called the “mon¬ 
strous sheds" of out-of-town 
shopping, and welcomed 
Gummer as a late convert to 
the Vaz point of view. 

And Gummer completely 
flipped. This, he squealed, 
was pretty rich, coming from 
Vaz. The whole of Britain 
was littered with Labour’s 
planning disasters. Nothing 
since the War had done more 
damage. 

How dare Vaz lecture him? 
“The hon gentleman really 
ought to retain himself/sic/." 
Labour didn't have a plan¬ 
ning policy. GummeTs party 
did. Cummer’s party didn't 
rat on promises, as Labour 


did. On and on he yelled at 
the startled Vaz. 

His little eyes popping out 
with fury. Iris head jerking 
like a thing possessed, his tie 
swinging and pink pigs flap¬ 
ping all over the place, the 
Secretary of State's rage blew 
over only when he literally 
ran out of air in his lungs to 
shout with, and subsided 
back on to the bench, eyeballs 
swivelling as he gasped for 
breath. 

If this is what Streatham 
High Road can do to Mr 
Gummer. think what Tooting 
Bee Common, Streatham 
Hilt or Streatham ice rink 
might do. and shrink. 




Hundreds trained overseas may challenge block on practising in Britain 


GMC guilty 
of bias 
over doctors 
from abroad 

By Frances Gibb, legal correspondent 


StM ON WALKER 


THE General Medical Coun¬ 
cil unlawfully demanded 
higher standards of doctors 
trained overseas than of Brit¬ 
ish-trained doctors, the High 
Court ruled yesterday. 

The case, brought by Dr 
Balbir Singh Virik. could lead 
to redrawing of the rules on 
registration of foreign doctors 
and encourage hundreds to 
ask the GMC to reconsider 
their cases. 

Dr Virik. 44, of Swindon, 
was bom in Malaysia and 
quaiiGed there and m India 
before gaining limited regis¬ 
tration to practise in Britain in 
10S2. In spite of his experience, 
the GMC refused his applica¬ 
tion for toll registration in 
1992 and the derision was 
upheld by the council’s review 
board in 1993. He has been 
living on income support and 
unable to work as a doctor 
because his limited registra¬ 
tion expired after five years. 

Mr Justice Camwath. QC. 
ruled that the GMC had 
applied a higher test than that 
used for doctors trained in this 
country, instead of properly 
deciding whether all the evi¬ 


dence established Dr Virik's 
competence for toil registra¬ 
tion under the Medical Act 
1983. 

The GMC was refused per¬ 
mission to appeal, but is 
expected to ask the Court of 
Appeal to consider the case 
because of its implications for 
the medical world. 

Dr Virik’s solicitor. John 
Wardley, said after the hear¬ 
ing yesterday: “The ruling will 
afreet many hundreds of doc¬ 
tors who may wish the GMC 
to reconsider a refusal of 
registration." 

Mr Wardley said up to 500 
doctors a year had been un¬ 
able to gain permission to 
practise in Britain since the 
implementation of the Medi¬ 
cal Act I97S. "Either they did 
not apply for full registration 
since they considered the ex¬ 
cessively high standards unat¬ 
tainable. or having applied, 
they failed to pass the test 
which the High Court has 
now judged to be unreason¬ 
ably too high." 

A practitioner trained in 
Britain was able to gain 
registration as a doctor after 



Dr Virik yesterday with his wife Manjit He has been living on income support since the GMCs decision 


one year as a hospital house¬ 
man, Mr Wardley said, but 
Dr Virik had been refused 
registration despite working 
for nearly five years as a 
senior house officer, including 
periods as a registrar. He said 
the regulations had required 
foreign doctors “to jump 
through hoops both too high 
and too small" in order to 
qualify fully. 

The GMC yesterday sought 
to play down the implications 
of the ruling and said it 


applied only to the dreum- 
stances of Dr Virik's particu¬ 
lar case. “The ruling was not a 
general challenge to the way 
in which the GMC carries out 
its statutory duty to protect the 
public." it said. “The judge 
made it dear that the material 
presented in the case did not 
suggest any breach of the Race 
Relations Act or categorisa¬ 
tion on ethnic or national 
grounds." 

The council noted that the 
judge said the review board. 


which considers appeals from 
doctors refused toll registra¬ 
tion. had held that Dr Virik 
did not meet the normal 
guidelines required to be 
allowed to practise. But the 
judge said the board had 
“failed to address whether Dr 
Virik had in some other way 
demonstrated the skill, know¬ 
ledge and experience required 
for toll registration". 

In the past three years the 
review board has overturned 
the GMCs refusal to allow 


toll registration in a third of 
cases. The number of appeals 
has been about 25-35 a year. 

Dr Virik said afterwards: “1 
am personally very' pleased. 1 
will now press ahead to get 
toll registration." 

The judge said the doctor 
had been forced to take “irrele¬ 
vant" jobs to support his wife 
and family but had always 
kept in touch with the medical 
world by continuing his pri¬ 
vate studies and attending 
hospitals. 


Bruton promises Unionists 
they have nothing to fear 

By Nicholas Watt and Arthur Leathley 


JOHN BRUTON, the Irish 
Prime Minister, tried to reach 
out to Unionists yesterday by 
saying they had nothing to 
fear in the forthcoming Anglo- 
Irish framework document. 

He told the Irish Parliament 
that the document would be 
“fair to all and balanced" and 
that there were no grounds For 
fear. "This is a positive-sum 
game. It is a situation in which 
everybody can gain." The 
Irish premier's words came as 
John Major sought to ease 
deepening tensions over the 
framework document by sig¬ 
nalling that Unionist objec¬ 
tions will fctf considered “very 


carefully". Mr Major 
emphasised that the document 
would form the basis of con¬ 
sultation. However, it was 
made clear that he is deter¬ 
mined to press forward with 
the peace process in the face of 
Unionist threats to boycott all- 
party talks. 

Mr Bruton’s comments 
came after Sir Patrick 
Mayhew, the Northern Ire¬ 
land Secretary, and Dick 
Sring, Ireland’s Deputy Prime 
Minister, achieved a break¬ 
through over the document on 
Tuesday. Britain and Ireland 
have made considerable 
progress on changes to articles 


2 and 3 of the Irish constitu¬ 
tion. which lay claim to the 
territory of Northern Ireland. 

It is understood that article 2 
will say that the island is the 
shared inheritance of all 
people. Article 3 wall guaran¬ 
tee that Northern Ireland’s 
status will not be changed 
without the consent of a 
majority. 

□ George Mitchell. President 
Clinton’s special adviser on 
economic development in 
Northern Ireland, met polit¬ 
ical and business leaders in 
the Province yesterday. 

Peter Brookes, page 18 


Lord Lester defies peers to 
reassert corruption claims 

By Alice Thomson, political reporter 


LORD LESTER of Herne 
Hill, QC. stepped up his 
campaign against corruption 
in the House of Lords yester¬ 
day when he said he believed 
that many peers were abusing 
their privileges in return for 
“substantial amounts" of cash- 
The Liberal Democrat peer 
wanted draconian new rules 
to tackle the problem. 

According to Lord Lester, a 
civil rights lawyer, peers 
should not be paid to lobby at 
all and if they are found to be 
gaining financially from their 
membership of Parliament 
they should be punished either 
by being reprimanded or sus¬ 


pended. Lord Lester had been 
summoned before a Lords 
committee yesterday after¬ 
noon to explain why. in a 
leaked confidential memo last 
month, he had accused four 
unnamed peers and several 
MPs of being paid money for 
tabling questions to ministers. 

Peers have told Lord Lester 
“to put up or shut up" or he 
will bring the House into 
disrepute with his “unsub¬ 
stantiated gossip". 

However, to the committee's 
intense irritation. Lord Lester 
refused to name any of the 
peers involved, saying the 
information had been given in 


confidence by a client and 
that although he had rung the 
client to ask him to disclose the 
names, he had declined. 

Peers on the sub-committee 
investigating the financial af¬ 
fairs of die Lords sat in frosty 
silence as Lord Lester, a 
working peer of two years’ 
standing, told them he was 
convinced the practice of tak¬ 
ing cash for asking questions 
was widespread. “I do believe 
it is widespread. After all. my 
source would not be as reluc¬ 
tant as he is to disclose his 
relationships unless he felt 
there was still continuing ac¬ 
tivities." 


Redwood 
condemns 
BBC for 
‘pandering 
to the poor’ 

By Alexandra Frean 

MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 

THE BBC was condemned by 
John Redwood, the Welsh 
Secretary, yesterday for “pan¬ 
dering to the poor” and “giv¬ 
ing a helping hand" to the 
Labour Party. 

The attack by the rightwing 
minister came minutes after 
the BBC said that it intended 
to shake off its high-brow 
image and to make more 
programmes targeted at the 
less well off. 

Mr Redwood criticised 
Monday’s Panorama pro¬ 
gramme about the links be¬ 
tween poverty and ill-health as 
misleading and biased. He 
told a Conservative Associ¬ 
ation meeting in his 
Wokingham constituency in 
Surrey, that the BBC, had 
based the programme on in¬ 
formation provided by the 
Rowntree Foundation without 
properly analysing it The 
programme drew invalid 
distinctions in the health pros¬ 
pects of two young mothers-to- 
be from poor and wealthy 
backgrounds in Glasgow, he 
said. 

Mr Redwood said poverty of 
hope and knowledge rein¬ 
forced poverty Itself, adding 
that it was a disgrace that 
many left-wing opinion 
formers went out of their way 
to tell people on low incomes 
that they had no choices. 

“The BBC. pandering to the 
plight of those on low incomes, 
produces its own gap between 
the Islington Blair-band that 
watch and listen to it and the 
low income Glaswegians that 
don't" he said. He added: “It 
is politically correct to demand 
more middle class warders in 
the welfare gulag. It is not 
politically correct to demand 
more discipline at school, bet¬ 
ter results in rundown areas, 
more self-help and more in¬ 
formed choices from those 
whose incomes are temporar¬ 
ily depressed." 

A BBC spokeswoman said 
the Panorama programme. 
Dead Poor, was not based on 
a Rowntree Foundation report 
but on two new academic 
studies published in the Brit¬ 
ish Medical Journal, which 
looked at the widening gap 
between the health of the rich 
and poor. 

Birt pledge, page 6 

Janet Daley, page 18 
Leading article, page 19 
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Howard to root out 
fake asylum claims 

By Richard Ford, home correspondent 


MICHAEL HOWARD un¬ 
veiled measures to deter 
bogus asylum seekers last 
night. His proposals will re¬ 
sult in about 12,000 people 
being deported from the Uni¬ 
ted Kingdom next year. He 
estimated that, over three 
years, the measures would 
save £100 million in social 
secruity payments. 

The Home Secretary acted 
after a report by KPMG Beat 
Marwick on asylum appeals 
procedures disclosed a service 
hampered by a backlog of 
cases and inefficiency. An 
extra 150 staff are to be 
employed in the asylum divi¬ 
sion in an attempt to speed up 
decisions and deal with an 
extra 7,000 cases a year. 

Last year the number of 
applications for asylum rose 
from 28.000 to 30.000. The 
number of applications await¬ 
ing a decision rose by 10.000 to 


CORRECTION 


The British Amateur Gymnas¬ 
tics Association has asked us 
to make clear that, contrary to 
a report (January 31) on the 
use of anabolic steroids in 
spoils, there has never been a 
positive test of any gymnast 


56.000 last year. During this 
time, applicants are entitled to 
a range of soda! security 
benefits, including 90 per cent 
of income support. 

Mr Howard also told MPs 
that the right of some asylum 
claimants to a second appeal 
would effectively be ended. 
The Home Office estimates 
that this will affect 10.000 
applicants, of whom about 
6.000 are bogus. 

Gaude Moraes, director of 
the Joint Council for the 
Welfare of Immigrants, said 
the changes were removing an 
essential safeguard from the 
appeal process. “Mr Howard 
is paring down the asylum 
system to the minimum. It 
will result in more refusals.” 
he said. 

□ A mistaken fear of loss of 
sovereignty is stopping the 
Government incorporating 
the European Human Rights 
Convention into British law, 
Daniel Tarschys. secretary- 
genera] of the Council of 
Europe, said in London yester¬ 
day. Mr Tarschys said that 
Britain’s failure to incorporate 
the convention cost money, 
delayed die legal process in¬ 
volving British cases and un¬ 
necessarily cluttered the 
human rights court in Stras¬ 
bourg. 


Tory MEPs 
chief beats 
challenge 

THE chairman of the 18- 
strong British Tory group at 
the European Parliament last 
night beat off a challenge to 
his leadership only eight 
months after he took office 
(George Brock writes). 

Conservative MEPs re¬ 
elected Tom Spencer, who is 
on the party’s pro-European 
wing, by 11 votes to seven after 
a brief campaign to unseat 
him. His challengers claimed 
that under his leadership the 
group, drastically reduced by 
last year’s European elections, 
had failed to support John 
Major during the party tur¬ 
moil over Europe. 

Thanking his colleagues for 
a vote of confidence. Mr 
Spencer last night defended 
the (ink with the parliament’s 
large Christian Democrat 
bloc, the EPP. “First proposed 
by Margaret Thatcher, then 
hilly endorsed by John Ma¬ 
jor. the EPP group link makes 
sense far beyond the tactical 
advantage for a national dele¬ 
gation reduced to 18 mem¬ 
bers,” Mr Spencer said. 
Conservatives should play 
their part in Europe’s centre- 
right consensus “and it would 
be impossible to do so in the 
glorious, pointless isolation 
sometimes urged on us by 
maverick Conservatives who 
should know better". 


Scots launch fresh 
Clause 4 challenge 

By Jill Sherman, political correspondent 


A LAST-DITCH campaign to 
scupper Tony Blair’s attempts 
to abolish Clause Four has 
been secretly launched by a 
group of Scottish Labour MPs 
and MEPs. 

Alex Falconer, the MEP 
who placed an advertisement 
defending Clause Four signed 
by 32 Labour MEPs in the 
Guardian last month, is gath¬ 
ering signatures to a state¬ 
ment calling for the clause to 
be retained. The MEP for Mid 
Scotland and Fife is also said 
to be planning a second news¬ 
paper advertisement to coin¬ 
cide with Mr Blair’s address at 
the Scottish Labour party con¬ 
ference on March 10. 

The Labour leader already 
faces a rough ride at the 
conference in Inverness and 
insiders predict a tight vote on 
Clause Four. Ail 26 resolutions 
on the issue are against rewrit¬ 
ing the clause, although MPs 
supporting Mr Blair claim 
that some constituencies have 
already changed their mind 
and unions are reconsidering 
their position. 

A defeat would be highly 
embarrassing for Mr Blair 
just four days before the 
national executive meets to 
approve the new wording for 
the clause on March 13. Mr 
Falconer, who admitted the 


group was planning a number 
of activities in the next three 
weeks, is mounting his new 
assault on the back of the 
Scottish Campaign for Social¬ 
ism which was launched last 
October. 

The new group has already 
planned a rally on the eve of 
the conference where Tony 
Berm will be one of die main 
speakers. It is also proposing 
to hold a number of fringe 
meetings at die Scottish con¬ 
ference in an attempt to attract 
backing for their campaign 
just before the conference vote. 
Mr Blair will risk his own 
position by a last-minute ap¬ 
peal to delegates for their 
support for his efforts to 
modernise the party. 

Mr Falconer claims he has 
the support of another Scottish 
MEP. Alex Smith, and four 
MPS: Dennis Cana van. David 
Marshall, Ian Davidson and 
James Wray. 

Mr Blair stepped up his 
efforts to woo Middle England 
yesterday by claiming that 
Labour had replaced the To¬ 
ries as the party of “one nation 
politics". The Labour leader 
argued that as the Tories had 
moved increasingly to the 
right Labour had become the 
party of the centre and centre 
left. 



Shephard: will listen 


Offer on 
teachers’ 
pay rise 

G illian Shephard, the Educa¬ 
tion Secretary, yesterday soft¬ 
ened the Government's 
stance on teachers* pay and' 
invited local authorities to 
make a case for special help. 
She acknowledged that some 
were in difficulty finding the 
money to meet this year’s 2.7 
per cent pay award. 

Mrs Shephard asked au¬ 
thorities to detail their finan¬ 
cial situation. “I know I am 
going to be told in no uncer¬ 
tain terms where the shoe is 
penciling ... 1 promise 1 will 
listen very carefully to what 
they have to say." Her inter¬ 
vention came as campaigns 
against threatened teacher 
redundancies and bigger 
dasses gathered momentum. 

Viscount dies 

Viscount Camrose. a member 
of die newspaper dynasty that 
owned The Daily Telegraph 
for nearly 60 years, died in 
hospital in London yesterday 
aged 85. The eldest son of the 
first Lord Camrose, who ac¬ 
quired the Telegraph in 1928. 
John Seymour Berry inherit¬ 
ed his father’s tide but not the 
hefan of the newspaper. He 
was deputy chairman from 
1939 to 1987. when the com¬ 
pany was acquired by Conrad 
Black. Obituaries, page 21 

Bail revoked 

Peter Martin, who is facing 
61 sex charges and who was 
granted bail on Tuesday by 
Trafford Magistrates in 
Manchester, was yesterday 
ordered to be kept in custody 
by Mr Justice McCuJQough in 
the High Court. The judge 
allowed an appeal by police 
against conditional bad for 
Mr Martin 55, the bead of a 
model agency. Charges 
against him indude conspir¬ 
ing with Owen Oyston to pro¬ 
cure young women for sex. 

Persil man retires 

Andrew Seth. 57, ma n a gin g 
director of Lever Brothers 
UK. who was responsible for 
launching Persil Power, the 
detergent that allegedly 
caused coloured dothestorot 
and weaken, has announced 
his early retirement alter 35 
years with the company. Le¬ 
ver insisted yesterday that Mr 
Seth had always planned to 
retire this year and said that 
his decision to go was uncon¬ 
nected with the controversy 
over Persil Power. 

Children protest; 

A group of Glasgow school*. 
children are delaying the 
M77 extension. The contrac¬ 
tor Wimpey admitted that the. 
only reason Its work on the 
£50 million scheme had been 
slowed down was because of 
their presence. A company 
spokesman criticised protest* 
era for encouraging up to 50 
children onto the site ar 
Pollok. saying they could 
easily be hurt 

Paris, Wiltshire 

A German in his 50s wh o be¬ 
came confused on his jour¬ 
ney to Paris has turned 19 in 
Salisbury. The man, who 
does not speak Engisb. went 
past the French captial m* a 

train, ending op on a ferry to 

Britain. He then boarded at 
least two trains before reach¬ 
ing Salisbury. The German - 
Embassy in London is ar¬ 
ranging for his return home. 

The Times 

Some editions of The Times - 
were late yesterday, because of 
a systems malfunction. We 
apologise to readers,, news¬ 
agents and delivery staff for 
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Art goes absent 
without leave 
on loan to MoD 


HOME NEWS 3 


STEVE RSGATE 


Bv Michael Evans 

DEFENCE CORRESPONDENT 

HUNDREDS of valuable 
paintings were found io have 
gone absent without leave 
when the Ministry of Defence 
made a check on its works of 
art. 

The ministry mounted an 
Operation IO trace more than 
200 paintings that disap¬ 
peared from the walls of MoD 
offices at home and abroad. 
Still missing is A Court Mar¬ 
tial Case at Deptford. 
Another painting. Woman 
Carrying a Coat. Crete, is a Iso 
not where it is supposed to be. 

The former, by Michael 
Ayrton, a 20th-century paint¬ 
er, and the latter, a print taken 
from one of Popham's Re¬ 
ports, 18th-century small cir¬ 
culation newsheets. should be 
among more than 1,000 pic¬ 
tures and other works of art 
. _ that decorate different MoD 
,v premises. They are owned bv 
the ministry or borrowed from 
the Government An Collec¬ 
tion and museums. Hundreds 
more hang in officers* messes 
belonging to Army regiments 
and corps, RAF squadrons 
and Royal Navy warships. 

The gaps in the collection 
became apparent when, in an 
attempt to monitor the paint¬ 
ings, the MoD computerised 
its inventory. The civil servant 
responsible for keeping an eye 
on the MoD's works of art 
wrote a memo appealing for 
information about those that 
were missing. A ministry offi¬ 
cial said yesterday that many 
had now been accounted for. 

The suspicion was that most 
of the paintings went missing 
because officers who liked 
particular works of art in their 
offices took them with them 
when they were transferred to 
other jobs and forgot to men¬ 
tion their new locations. How- 




Constable features in 

government collection 

ever, some still have to be 
traced, including Woman 
Carrying a Goat, Crete, and A 
Court Martial Case at Dept¬ 
ford.The official said they had 
not been seen for more then 20 
years and no one seemed to 
know whether they had been 
stolen orhad gone walkabout. 

Two weeks ago, three Royal 
Navy junior ratings were 
arrested after police'seized a 
painting valued at £ 20.000 
that had been stolen from a 
naval base. The painting of 
Portsmouth Harbour by Wil¬ 
liam Wyllie had gone missing 
from the wardroom of HMS 
Dolphin, the Navy's subma¬ 
rine training school at Gos¬ 
port, Hampshire. 

The MoD. like other White¬ 
hall departments, benefits 
from a scheme whereby paint¬ 
ings are borrowed from the 
Government Art Collection 
that is housed in a building in 
Soho, and consists of 15.000 
works of which 780, worth 
millions of pounds, are cur¬ 
rently on loan to the MoD. No 
value has been put on the 
collection because the Trea¬ 
sury ruled it would be too 


expensive to insure it. Most of 
the pictures are bought on the 
advice of a board of experts 
and promote some aspect of 
Britain and British history. 
Many of them hang in British 
embassies. They were not 
bought as an investment, a 
spokesman for the National 
Heritage Department said. 

The Government An Collec¬ 
tion. which employs a staff of 
ten. was started in 1898 and 
has an annual budget of 
£350.000, about E120.000 of 
which is spent on buying 
works of art. The collection 
includes paintings by Consta¬ 
ble. Graham Sutherland and 
Howard Hodgkin, and sculp¬ 
tures by Dame Barbara Hep- 
worth and Sir Jacob Epstein. 

The spokesman for the Nat¬ 
ional Heritage Department 
said that each ministry that 
borrows pictures is responsi¬ 
ble for their security. 

The MoD said 213 of the 
pictures borrowed from the 
Government Art Collection 
were hanging in the main 
headquarters building in 
Whitehall. The MoD also 
owns 334 of its own pictures 
and many more are on loan 
from the National Army Mu¬ 
seum and National Maritime 
Museum. 

Sarah McCormick, loans 
manager at the National Mar¬ 
itime Museum, said 126 oil 
paintings were currently on 
loan to naval shore establish¬ 
ments. the majority to the 
RoyaJ Naval College at Green¬ 
wich. The paintings include 
naval battle scenes, and views 
of seaports, harbours, war¬ 
ships and dockyards. 

The civil servant given the 
task of tracing the missing 
works of art is planning to 
check the building and other 
establishments in person to 
try to locate the paintings still 
missing. 


Obsessed train spotter 
took BR for a ride 


BvAian Hamilton 

A TRAIN spotter was so 
obsessed -with his hobbjTtliat 
he turned to forgery and 
deception in pursuit of his 
ambition to travel every mile 
of the railway network. 

Tim Wallis, 37. an account¬ 
ant with Avon County Council 
and a bachelor, admitted 
abusing die Passenger’s Char¬ 
ter to claim compensation for 
non-existent late trains in 
order to finance further jour¬ 
neys. He was fined £500 at 
Bristol Crown Court and 
ordered to pay £525 costs and 
£32 compensation to British 
Rail. 

Wallis, who claimed to have 
covered 99 per cent of BR*s 
22,770 miles of track and. 
travelling in trains pulled by 
all but 100 of BR*s 560 locomo¬ 
tives, admitted to writing 
more than 40 letters of com¬ 
plaint to BR, many of them 
seeking refunds for allegedly 
late trains. He.also confessed 
to forging a council document 
claiming that he had been 
made late for a business 
meeting m Birmingham, 
when he was in fact on a 
spotting expedition in Somer¬ 
set He was found guilty of one 
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Wallis: ambition to 
travel whole network 

charge of forgery and four of 
deception and asked for 24 
similar offences to be 
considered. 

Wallis kept a journal of his 
journeys but its record was 
found to be inaccurate after 
BR became suspicious of his 
claims over late trains. 

Patrick Burrowes. for the 
prosecution, told the court that 
Wallis had claimed to be a 
student in order to obtain a 
railcard giving him travel 
discounts. On one occasion he 
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Miss Morgans with Barney: “It is like asking a parent if rt recognises its child. I whistled and he joined in** 

Stolen parrot calls the tune in court 


Bv A Staff Reporter 

A PARROTS display of af¬ 
fection convinced a judge 
and jury yesterday of its 
rightful owner. Barney, key 
witness in a stolen goods 
trial, whistled and puffed up 
his chest when he spotted 
Georgina Morgans, 27. from 
whom he had allegedly been 
stolen. 

Kingston upon Thames 
Crown Court echoed with 
laughter when the caged Red 
Lorrd Amazon let out a wolf- 


whistle as he saw Miss Mor¬ 
gans in the witness box. She 
had insisted that the £625 
bird was stolen from her 
home in New Malden. 
Surrey. 16 months after she 
bought him from a pet shop. 

Eric Buckley. 39, of Surbi¬ 
ton, Surrey, who was accused 
of handling the stolen bird, 
said he had bought "Blue" at 
an auction for his children. 
The parrot, with bright green 
feathers and a red flash on 
his forehead, clambered op- 
side down in his cage to be 


near Miss Morgans. He let 
her tickle his chin and whis¬ 
tled in tunc with her. 

Miss Morgans, a garden 
centre manageress, said that 
she had recognised Barney 
from 5ft away when she saw 
Him at the police station. “It 
is like asking a parent if it 
recognises its child. He 
stopped eating his food when 
1 got near him. 1 saw recogni¬ 
tion in his expression. I 
whistled and be joined in the 
tune. He was pleased to see 
me and started talking to 


me.” Buckley said the bird 
could say the names of his 
children: “1 could not have 
taught a bird to say Jennifer. 
Martin and Doreen in four 
months.” 

The jury took an hour to 
find to find Buckley guilty of 
handling stolen goods. Judge. 
MacRae adjourned sentenc¬ 
ing until next month. He said 
that he was astonished that 
no lawyer had picked up an 
obvious point: the only name 
the bird had spoken while at 
the police station was Barney. 


Brocket’s 
wife tried 
to commit 
suicide 

Bv Kathryn Knight 
THE former wife of a peer 
admitted ip court yesterday 
that die used a forged pre¬ 
scription to try to procure a 
fatal amount of the painkill¬ 
ing drug pethidine. 

Lady Brocket a former 
Vogue model, whose ex-bus- 
band Lord Brocket appeared 
_ in the same court four days 
ago accused of fraudulently 
attempting to obtain £4.5 
million insurance payments, 
was depressed and had want¬ 
ed to kin herself. 

Phfllipa Mcatasnev, for the 
defence, told St Albans 
Crown Court that Lady 
Brocket. 35. look a prescrip¬ 
tion for pethidine to a 
chemist's shop in Harpen- 
den. Hertfordshire, on Janu¬ 
ary 4. However, the chemist 
contacted the surgery and 
discovered the forgery 

Azra QureshL for the pros¬ 
ecution, said that when Lady- 
Brocket was arrested at the 
family home. Brocket Hall. 
"she told police she wanted 
the drugs to do away with 
herself”. She said that Lady- 
Brocket had now recognised 
that she was suffering from 
depression and had admitted 
herself to a hospital where 
her condition was improving. 

Lady Brocket was condi¬ 
tionally discharged for a year 
and ordered to pay £40 costs. 
Lord Brocket was remanded 
on bail at the same court on 
Saturday accused of trying to 
defraud insurers by claiming 
the theft of four classic ears 
from their home. The couple 
divorced last September. 


THE PRINCIPLES OF INFORMATION: 


had written to BR saying he 
was “absolutely appalled” by 
late trains which had cost him 
three hoars while attending a 
seminar in Birmingham. He 
backed' his- compensation 
daim with a false Avon coun¬ 
cil subsistence form. When 
asked by BR for his tickets, he 
claimed he had thrown them 
away. 

Wallis received a E5 com¬ 
pensation voucher from BR 
but the court was told, he had 
not been in Birmingham at all 
but on train-spotting trips in 
Newport and Weymouth. On 
another occasion, he had re¬ 
ceived a £5 voucher and £17 
repayment of a taxi fare after 
complaining to BR of “abys¬ 
mal treatment” on a journey to 
Wiltshire. Wallis had travelled 
to the county but had immed¬ 
iately proceeded on a train¬ 
spotting trip to Yeovil. 

Judge Peter Thomas told 
Wallis: “You pursued British 
Rail with the zeal of a fanatic. 
That led you to commit some 
very mean offences and gener¬ 
ate a mass of letter-writing.” 

Wallis, who now faces an 
interna] inquiry at Avon coun¬ 
cil. told the court: “I am sorry 
for what 1 did, but railways 
are my life. I got over-zealous." 

Missing 
mother’s 
body found 
in woods 

Bv Kathryn Knight 

THE body of a woman report¬ 
ed missing five weeks ago has 
been found in woodland half a 
mile from her home. Louise 
Tipping. 40. had face and 
head injuries and may have 
been sexually assaulted. 

Her body was discovered by 
a warden at Nunnery Woods 
country park. Worcester, on 
Monday nighL It was partial¬ 
ly covered by undergrowth 
close to a well-used path. 

Mrs Tipping, who had two 
teenage children, was report¬ 
ed missing on January 9 when 
she failed to arrive for work at 
an amusement arcade. Rela¬ 
tives said she had been de¬ 
pressed because of the break¬ 
up of her marriage and the 
death of her mother. 

Her son Simon. 17, said that 
she had been upset by a 
telephone call that she re¬ 
ceived on the day she 
disappeared. 

Inspector Dick Schwab of 
Wesr Mercia Police said the 
cause of death had still to be 
established. “Post-mortem re¬ 
sults were inconclusive. We 
are treating this as murder." 


Before you go into 
any meeting, arm yourself 

with the facts. 
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drawn by challenge of the mountains in winter 


Green: search had a 
successful outcome 


I EOPLE who have never experi¬ 
enced die thrill of mountaineering 
oiivn cannot see past the danger and 
the loss of life the spun inevitably 
entails. 

In the past fortnight, mountain 
rescue teams have spent hundreds 
of man-hours searching for missing 
cumbers. In the case of Zoe Green 
and Kim Roden, the searches were 
successful. In the ease of Allan 
Sands, four days of searching led 
rescuers to a body in the snow: only 
the soles of his boots were visible. 

fhe rescuers have been feted as 
heroes, the climbers critisised for 
taking too many risks. Experienced 
mountaineers, however, say the 
critics are missing Lite point. ' 

Kevin Howen. national officer for 


■ With rescuers battling in vain yesterday to save 
a climber trapped on Lochnagar, Gillian Bowditch 
looks behind the increasing popularity of a sport 
whose poor image experts put down to ignorance 


the Mountaineering Council of Scot¬ 
land. said: “The rescue teams arc ail 
volunteers. They do it because they 
want to. It costs the taxpayer 
practically nothing. The main cost is 
the police time and that Is the law. If 
there is a possibility of an accident 
or a death then the police have to be 
involved. 

“People talk about the costs of 
RAF helicopters, but their primary 
role is to rescue grounded RAF 


planes. Their second duty is to 
rescue civilian planes. After that 
they arc there for civilians in 
distress and not just for 
mountaineers." 

The cost of a mountain rescue 
ream is about £30.000 a year. Most 
of the money for the 27 rescue teams 
in Scotland comes front donations: 
the Scottish Office gives £46,000 a 
year. 

For many mountaineers it is not 


the hills alone that attract them, but 
the hills in winter: climbing in bad 
weather has a particular appeal. 

Mr Howett said: "The mountains 
in winter are incredibly beautiful. 
The same hills in summer can be 
boring and monotonous but in 
winter everything sparkles. The 
climb is invigorating. When the 
weather is bod you arc pitting 
yourself against the elements. You 

may not enjoy it at the rime but the 
feeling afterwards when you are 
sitting by a log fire enjoying a pint 
lasts your whole life .” 

The call of the mountains is 
growing: in the 1670s, a climber 
tackling Ben Nevis in winter would 
meet a handful of fellow mountain¬ 
eers; these days a winter dimber 


can expect to encounter 40 to 50 
people. 

The increase in popularity is 
partly due to an increase in leisure 
time and the introduction of moun¬ 
taineering in schools. "In the 1960s 
and 1970s. many schools had their 
own outdoor centres and I think we 
are seeing the fruits of that now," 
Mr Howett said. 

The image of mountaineering had 
also changed and equipment im¬ 
proved. “Mountaineering has be¬ 
come a mainstream sport, with 
television programmes and books 
on the subject. They have 
emphasised the fun aspect of the 
sport and people realise that it is a 
sport which is good for you and 
exciting. In the 195(15 people who 


climbed were considered cranks.” 
The perception is that increasing 
numbers of climbers are meeting 
their deaths on Scotland's hill>. Iii 
reality, last year was one of the 
safest for mountaineers in Scotland: 
there were 28 deaths, including 
heart anacks and suicides. In 1995. 
the worst year on record. o5 died. 

Alf Ingram, of the Mountain 
Rescue Comminee for Scotland, 
said. "In 1983 there were more than 
40 deaths but since then the number 
of people using the hills has in¬ 
creased by over 40 per cent. The 
number of accidents per man hour 
on the hills has aaually fallen quite 
dramatically.” 

Climber dies, page 1 


Protesters tried to 

deter Bardot from 
attending funeral 


1 ‘ BRIGITTE BARDOT attend¬ 
ed the funeral of Jill Phipps, 
the animal rights protester, 
despite opposition from Com¬ 
passion in World l-.irming. 
which feared her presence 
would turn the service inu» a 
media circus. 

The British charity was 
alarmed when tile French 
actress asked for a limousine 
to take her to rhe ceremony at 
Coventry Girhedral. Joyce 
D'Silva. director of Compas¬ 
sion in World Farming, con¬ 
tacted the Phipps family, who 
shared her concern. 

The charity tried to discour¬ 
age Bardot by saying it would 
arrange only an ordinary ear. 
which the scar would have to 
pay for. It also insisted she 
avoid flying to Coventry air¬ 
port. where Ms Phipps died 
two weeks ago under the 
wheels of a lorry carrying veal 
calves for a flight to the 


By Dominic Kennedy 

Continent. In the end. Bardot 
flew by private jet to Coventry 
airpori and hired her own 
limousine 

"We \\ cren t happy with her 
appearing like a starlet and 
taking attention away from 
the person whose funeral it 
wa>. which we felt should be 
tile focus of the day.” said Ms 
D'Silva. "We thought it was 
pretty silly to be honesL She 
has done nothing to support 
this campaign in this country. 
Why not get on with the 
campaign in France where she 
can be extremely useful?" 

Bardot’s first visit to Britain 
for more than 25 years elevat¬ 
ed the funeral to a major news 
event. Eight national newspa¬ 
pers carried her picture on the 
front page and her presence 
was widely reported on tele¬ 
vision and radio. 

“It is difficult to say if the 
funeral would have got as 


New controls urged 
on animal testing 

By James Landale. political reporter 


LABOUR has called for 
tighter controls on the use of 
animals in scientific tests at 
Porton Down, the Ministry of 
Defence research establish¬ 
ment. Derek Fatchett. a shad¬ 
ow' defence spokesman, yester¬ 
day called for an ethics 
committee to oversee the use of 
live animals, more Home 
Office inspections, regular re¬ 
ports by Commons select com¬ 
mittees, and greater openness. 

The number of animal ex¬ 
periments at the chemical and 
biological warfare research 
centre were up 51 per cent in 
1993 compared with 1992. al¬ 
though similar tests across the 
country decreased. 

Porton Down, near Salis¬ 
bury. was criticised last month 
after reports that live pigs had 
been blown-up, shot and 
maimed in tests of body ar¬ 
mour. According to a Com¬ 
mons written answer, experi¬ 
ments on live pigs at the centre 
rose from 54 in I9SV to 109 in 
1993. Other animals used in¬ 
cluded monkeys, rabbits. 


sheep, goats, guinea pigs, rats 
and mice. 

Mr Fatchett. who visited 
Porton. Down last week with 
Elliot Morley, Labour's ani¬ 
mal, welfare spokesman, said 
there was also concern about 
the 33 per cent drop in Home 
Office inspections during the 
past four years and the “wall 
of secrecy” at the centre. 

He said an ethics commit¬ 
tee. made up of external 
academics, animal welfare ex¬ 
perts and POrton Down scien¬ 
tists. would help to ensure 
correct treatment of animals 
and could consider whether 
such experiments could be 
replaced by other scientific 
tests. 

Mr Fatchett said: “We must 
ensure that British troops and 
civilians enjoy effective protec¬ 
tion against chemical and 
biological weapons. But we 
must also demand the highest 
standards of animal welfare 
and reduce the number of 
animal experiments as far as 
possible.” 


much coverage if she had not 
been there." said Ms D’Silva. 
“t am used to working with 
celebrities like Joanna 
|Lumley| who don't expect 
anything special. They just get 
on with the job. If you want 
Joanna she just turns up in her 
very ancient ear and says. ‘Do 
you want a lift to the station?’ 
No prima donna stuff." 

Bardot, who retired from 
film-making in the Seventies, 
was joined in Coventry by her 
husband and a representative 
from the Brigitte Bardot Foun¬ 
dation. her animal welfare 
charity. Speaking in Paris 
yesterday, she said: “I came to 
pay my respeos to a brave and 
wonderful woman. She is my 
sister in rhe fight She will be 
the Joan of Arc of the little 
calves." 

She said she had decided to 
attend the funeral as soon as 
she read about the demon¬ 
strator's death in the French 
press. “1 found the ceremony 
very, very moving and very, 
very overwhelming. Very 
good, very dignified,” she said. 
"The greatest respect we can 
give to Jill is to continue her 
fight." 

She said took the plane so 
that she could get to the 
cathedral in time. “It is very 
important for me to have the 
means to take a special private 
plane when I’m in a huny to 
do something important.’’ 

She added that the plane 
was hired. “I don't have 
enough money to own a plane. 

1 am not a superstar any more. 
Now that I am fighting for 
animals 1 have not got a lot of 
money to spend for my own 
private life." 

□ Euro-MPs yesterday reject¬ 
ed a call from the Green Party 
that the European Parliament 
express “its deep shock at the 
death of Jill Phipps during a 
demonstration against the 
transport of calves in Coven¬ 
try" 

However, they backed a 
resolution from James 
Provan. Tory member for 
South Downs West, calling for 
a ban on the rearing of calves 
in veal crates and demanding 
a limit of eight hours on the 
journey times of animals in 
transit for slaughter within 
the EU. 



The ceremonial dirk, more than 2ft long, was buried in about 1400 BC 

Stubbed toe unearthed dagger 


By Nigel Hawkes 

SCIENCE EDITOR 

A BRONZE AGE dagger 
more than 3.000 years old 
went on show at the British 
Museum yesterday after 
being saved from export to 
the United States. 

The Oxborough dirk, 
polled from the earth in a 
Norfolk wood by a man who 


had stubbed his toe on it. 
weighs more than 51b and is 
more than 2ft long. Its edges 
were never sharpened, and 
experts believe it was a cere¬ 
monial object that was proba¬ 
bly buried upright in a ritual 
act in about 14(H) BC. 

The dirk was found in 1990 
in My Lord’s Wood, near 
Oxborough. At a Christie's 
auction last year it was sold 


for £52.000 to an American 
collector. The export was 
halted to allow a British 
institution to match the price 
and the British Museum 
stepped in with the help of a 
£20.000 grant from the Nat¬ 
ional Art Collections Fund. 

Hie dagger is the first of its 
kind found in Britain. Four 
other similar blades have 
been found on the Continent 


Car gang 
hunted 
after 
father is 
set alight 

B\ Paul Wiuvinson 


A FATHER of four set alight 
by a gang wearing balaclavas 
may have been the victim of a 
revenge anack after foiling a 
car theft. 

Andrew' King. 30. was in 
hospital last night with 40 per 
cent bums to his lower body. 
He was doused in perrol and 
set alight on his doorstep in 
Ovendcn. West Yorkshire, by 
four young men only weeks 
after he disturbed a gang 
rryins to steal a car. Last week 
bunting rags were stuffed 
through his letter box. 

Mr King, a carpet fitter, was 
saved from death by a lorry 
driver who used his vehicle's 
fire-extinguisher and a taxi 
driver who smothered the 
flames with a car rug. 

Detective Superintendent 
Gary Haigh said: “We are 
treating this as a case of 
attempted murder. If the 
members of the public had not 
acted as they had, then this 
man would be dead.” 

Dr Keith Judkins, medical 
director for bums care at 
Pinderfields General Hospi¬ 
tal. Wakefield, where Mr King 
is bring treated, said the 
prompt action “certainly 
saved his life". 

“He will make a hill recov¬ 
ery in terms of being able to 
get well from the wounds, but 
as with any bums injury the 
scarring will always be there.” 

Mr King's four assailants 
are thought to have waited for 
him after he left his home on 
Tuesday evening to buy fish 
and chips. As he walked up to 
his house they ran at him, 
splashing petrol from a red 
plastic container before flick¬ 
ing a match at him. As he fell 
screaming to the ground they 
fled on foot. 

Mr King's wife Rachel. 24. 
who gave birth to the couple's 
fourth child on Friday, heard 
her husband's cries as she 
watched television. “I couldn't 
believe what l saw when 1 
came out. Andrew was just 
covered in flames." 

Police are waiting for details 
from Mr King of how he 
disturbed someone breaking 
into a vehicle. Mr Haigh said 
revenge “could well be a 
motive and a line of inquiry 
that we will follow". 


£3m cheese party launched with a whine from the chefs 


By Michael Hornsby, agriculture correspondent 


BRITAIN’S first new mass- 
produced cheese in more than 
a decade is being launched 
across the county with the 
support of a £3 million adver¬ 
tising campaign. 

Chumton. a hard Cheddar- 
like cheese described by its 
makers as having a “mud. 
fresh and distinctive flavour", 
will be on sale in all main 
supermarket chains from to¬ 
day. The Cheese Company, 
which makes fhe product at its 
Reece’s Creamery at Malpas 
in Cheshire, said it was confi¬ 


dent Churnton would not suf¬ 
fer the fate of Lymeswold. the 
last native cheese-malting in¬ 
novation. which failed ignom- 
iniouslv. ceasing production 

in mi 

Andrew Toward, the cream¬ 
ery’s manager, said: “Lymes¬ 
wold was a soft continental- 
type cheese which was never 
going to appeal to more than a 
minority of people. The mak¬ 
ers set far too ambitious a 
sales target. Wc are producing 
an everyday type of cheese 
with much more popular ap¬ 





peal." The company, which 
was formerly part of the 
Express Foods Group but 
went independent in a man¬ 
agement buy-out two years 


ago. is aiming to sell 3.500 
tonnes of Chumton a year, 
worth £23 million, which 
would account for 2 per cent of 
the cheese market. 

The company’s promotional 
literature bills Chumton as 
"the first British cheese with 
popular appeal to be devel¬ 
oped for more than a half a 
century". It is being offered to 
the public under the slogan. 
“One taste and you'll turn to 
Chumton". 

Mr Toward insisted that 
Chumton was not just a 
variant of Cheddar, by far the 
most popular cheese in Brit¬ 


ain. but a genuinely new 
product. “Chumton has a 
lighter, more open texture. We 
believe that it is easier to eat 
and more palatable. Consum¬ 
er tests show that eight out of 
ten people prefer it to their 
regular cheese." 

Safeway and some other 
supermarkets have been sell¬ 
ing Chumton in selected 
stores in the Nurth West since 
last April. Safeway declined 
yesterday to give sales figures 
but said the cheese had per¬ 
formed “reasonably well”. A 
200g (7az) pack of Chumton 
sells for £1.09, slightly more 


than standard Cheddar. 
Chumton scored low marks at 
Neal’s Yard Dairy in Covent 
Garden. Jason Hinds, the 
export manager, said: “I 
found the texture sticky and 
mushy and the taste bland, 
just what you would expect 
from a plastic-wrapped, fac¬ 
tory-made cheese." 

Anton Edelmann. executive 
chef of the Savoy Hotel: “This 
could be very popular, though 
not with me. It has such a lade 
of character that it could sell a 
lot. I think my three daughters 
might like it in their packed 
lunch.” Egon Ronay. scourge 


of British catering, said: ’To 
say it is very mild is a very 
mild description. It is one of 
the blandest cheeses I have 
ever tasted, and simply is not 
what cheese is about. In the 
1950s it would have been a 
wow. Now if a big cheese 
company cannot do better 
than this it is really very sad.” 

Brian Turner. Yorkshire- 
born chef of Turner's in 
Fulham, west London, said: 
“It has a softness which Brit¬ 
ish cheeses usually lack. I am 
not sure it has any cheese 
nose, but there is a subtle and 
definitely pleasant flavour." 



Kevin Ricketts: missing 

Man held 
after boy 
disappears 

Police arc questioning a man 
over the possible kidnap of a 
boy aged 16 who went miss¬ 
ing on his way to college. 
Kevin Ricketts has not been 
seen since leaving bis home 
in Birmingham on January 
31. A police spokesman said a 
man aged 37 “known to the 
family" had been arrested. 
He added that fears for the 
boy's safety were growing. 

Soldiers in plea 
for freedom 

Three soldiers charged with 
killing a Danish woman in 
Cyprus are to be allowed a 
pre-trial hearing to try to 
persuade judges that they 
should be freed. They say 
they would not get a fair trial 
because prison guards took 
notes meant for their lawyers. 

Unwelcome news 

The 1TN newscaster Norman 
Rees, S3, was threatened with 
a spirit level after confront¬ 
ing two masked burglars at 
his home in War-grave. Berk¬ 
shire. They fled with £1.000 in 
travellers’ cheques. 

Meningitis alert 

Health chiefs in Leeds have 
issued a meningitis alert after 
Tanya Dolphin. 6, died and 
another girl was critically ill 
in hospital. Three other child¬ 
ren in the area are known to 
have contracted the illness. 

Boy given bail 

A 12-year-old boy accused of 
raping a girl aged 11 was re¬ 
manded on bail for two 
weeks by Northwich Youth 
Court. Cheshire. The boy was 
II at the time of the alleged 
offence, which he denies. 

Bank bust-up 

Barclays Bank has apolo¬ 
gised and ordered an inquiry 
after Eileen O'Donnell, 36, a 
customer at a Bristol branch, 
said she was hit on the arm by 
a supervisor after she had de¬ 
manded to see the manager. 

War footing 

An artificial limb used by the 
1st Marquis of Anglesey, 
whose leg was shot off at 
Waterloo as he stood beside 
the Duke of Wellington, has 
been given to the National 
Trust by his descendants. 

Jet set wedding 

A couple were married on a 
Boeing 747 en route from Los 
Angeles to Heathrow. Dr 
Gary Dickey, who conducted 
the ceremony at 35.000fL 
said: “I’ve never held a wed¬ 
ding so dose to God.” 


Handyman 
jailed over 
£2m fraud 

A HANDYMAN who swin¬ 
dled power companies by 
fiddling hundredsofJ^^r 
across Britain was jailed tor 

wound 
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Birt admits corporation must shrug off its ‘high-brow, distant and uncaring image’ 



BBC promises to 
give minorities 
a better service 


By Alexandra Frean 

MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 


THE BBC unveiled plans 
yesterday to bring its tele¬ 
vision and radio programmes 
doser to young pwople, ethnic 
minorities, die less well-off 
and regional audiences. 

Launching the findings of 
the biggest research project 
into the demands and criti¬ 
cisms of BBC audiences, John 
Birt, the BBC Director-Gener¬ 
al, said the corporation would 
ensure that every viewer and 
listener was given something 
in return for paying the tele¬ 
vision licence fee. 

The report was given a 
cautious welcome by consum¬ 
er organisations. Jocelyn Hay, 
of the National Viewers and 
Listeners Association, said: “I 
am glad that the BBC is trying 
to respond to what their 
audiences want, but surprised 
that it has taken them so long 
and cost them so much to say 



brief for the future" 


something that was so 
obvious." 

Gerald Kaufman, MP, the 
Labour chairman of the Heri¬ 
tage Select Committee, ac¬ 
cused the BBC of following a 
"trendy” and dangerous agen¬ 
da "I deeply resent their idea 
that they have to make a 
special type of programme for 


poor people or people from 
ethnic minorities that are dif¬ 
ferent from what they make 
for the rest of the nation. I find 
it patronising,” he said. 

The ISknomh survey, 
known as the Programme 
Strategy Review, cost an 
estimated £2 million. While it 
provided evidence that many 
viewers valued the BBC’S tra¬ 
ditional strengths, such as 
classic drama and news and 
sport coverage, it also revealed 
that many found the BBC 
remote and out of touch and 
resented the annual E82 tele¬ 
vision licence fee. The Review 
states: “For many of our 
younger and less well-off view¬ 
ers and listeners ... the BBC 
can seem too conservative and 
high brow, too much a part of 
the Establishment ... they 
find it authoritative, but unre¬ 
sponsive and distant impres¬ 
sive but uncaring." 

Audiences complained that 
national news and current 



The BBC review cpntafn&&0- 
programine recommetafe- 
Hons. The main onesare:, 

□ More television drama to 
be made in the regions. '' 


□ Forging of partnershjpsv ? 
with arts institutions; sutitaJp f 


John Birt, BBC Director-GeneraL left and Alan Yentob, controller of BBC1, unveiling the survey findings ^TheBl 


affairs were presented in a less 
friendly way than on ITV and 
Channel 4. They also felt 
excluded from much of the 
BBC'S arts coverage. 

Audiences in Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland 
complained of the “southeast 
bias" in much of the BBC’s 
output. Women objected to the 
male-orientated approach of 
many sport programmes and 
many children “clearly think 
that too much of the output 
which is aimed at them seems 


old fashioned and ‘worthy’, 
more in tune with their par¬ 
ents' idea of a traditional 
children’s programme". 

Mr Birt conceded that the 
BBC needed to redress certain 
issues. “Everybody pays the 
licence fee. Every household, 
every individual in Britain 
must get something back,” he 
said. He stressed, however, 
that the corporation would noi 
use public money to produce 
services already available on 
commercial television. The re¬ 


view was led by Liz Forgan, 
managing director of BBC 
radio, and Alan Yentob, con¬ 
troller of BBCI. 

Mr Yentob admitted that 
the corporation could better 
serve its viewers by breaking 
down barriers between differ¬ 
ent genres. “There is nothing 
new in this, it is an old BBC 
skill, but we have got lazy and 
we could do it better,” he said. 

Ms Forgan said that 
changes in BBC program¬ 
ming were needed because of 
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new developments in technol¬ 
ogy and in the way people 
consumed the media. The 
review had produced a cre¬ 
ative brief for the future and 
was not a “prescriptive rule 
book", she said. 

□ People and Programmes: 
available in major public li¬ 
braries or from BBC 
Newcastle (0191 222 0381); 
price £8 plus £1.95 p&p 


die Royal Opera. House andy^r; 
art gaUeries, arrf iracreased ys ^ 
commitment to liVe mosic^ ; '•> 

□ Coverage of metficine, 3ci- w 
ence and arts to be expanded, - 
A popular ddraifag 
gramme with a nonpoHfical X _ 
agenda to be introduced: 

□ Regional news T«b 
vision to increase by"20 mp- 
utes a week. with.-longer '. ;^ 
bulletins on BBCIjbefore. 
lpm and 9pm news,and extra; 
programmes at weekend. 

□ Development of produdyf 

such as CD-Roms to back up. - 
educational progrfimmes.;V-^ 
Science output to incre^j .^ 
with programmes presented ^ 
by leading scientists.- ; ;§ 

□ The BBC has conuras- -V 

stoned a £10 mSUon 26-part 
documentary series, tkePeth'W 
pie’s Century, on tfeelustoiy : fg& 
of the 20th century. .flf: 

□ More celebrity presenters vg 
for religtoas programmes. 

□ New leisure programmes; 
to include series onphotogra-^ 
phy and urban wildlife. . 

□ Children's programmes to- -j&e 
include outlet for their"^^ 
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opinions. 

□ More drama roles for ^ % 
young actors from «*tatic 
minorities. . ^ 


Carey condemns 
proselytisers’ 
intolerant zeal 




By Ruth Gledhill. religion correspondent 


THE Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury. Dr George Carey, yes¬ 
terday condemned those who 
showed excessive evangelistic 
zeal in trying to convert others 
to their faith. 

He appealed to religious 
leaders of all faiths to put their 
differences behind them to 
“recover a moral vision for 
mankind”. 

Dr Carey, speaking in Ma¬ 
dras. India, said religious 
leaders were not doing enough 
to heal divisions. "Future gen¬ 
erations may well condemn us 
for not trying to do so and for 
not seeking with heart, mind 
and soul to find ways of tran¬ 
scending old bitterness. 

"The role of religions is a 
vital ingredient in the search 
for peace, order and harmony 
among the nations. We shall 
not get this ecology right until 
leaders of all mainstream 
religions show a new willing¬ 
ness to forge new links with 
one another." 

Arguing that all priests, 
ministers and temple officials 
should be given first-hand 
knowledge of at least two 
other faiths. Dr Carey also 
condemned the “religious fa¬ 
naticism" shown by some of 
the newer cults. "As leaders 
we must try to restrain those of 
our members whose desire to 
lead others to embrace the 
faith they hold borders on 
intolerance, and results in 
misunderstanding and gross 
insensitivity. 

“For example, in the West, 
Jews have sometimes been the 
victims of crude, tactless and, 
indeed, manipulative forms of 
evangelistic zeal." 

However, the Archbishop 
continued: “Genuine, loving 
and sensitive sharing of Chris¬ 
tian faith belongs to the nature 
of Christianity and cannot be 
rejected per se. As Christians 
we cannot abandon the con¬ 
viction that God’s self-disclo¬ 
sure in Christ is for ali people 
without exception — a unique 
revelation, to be made univer¬ 


sally accessible, because it is 
for all people" 

Dr Carey, delivering the Dr 
Chandran Devanesen memo¬ 
rial lecture, was treading the 
narrow path which lies be¬ 
tween his passionate commit- - 
ment to the uniqueness of; 
Christianity and the need to 
show tolerance and respect for 
Other faiths. 

His lecture came as increas¬ 
ing numbers of clergy in the' 
Church of England embrace 
concepts of God that bear little 
relation to traditional Chris¬ 
tianity but draw ideas from all 
the leading religions. 

In a book to be published 
next month a senior Anglican 
chaplain, the Rev David Hart \ 
of JUnighbourough University, 
caffs for a new philosophy of 
religion to make sense of the 
diverse claims of Buddhism, 
Hinduism, Islam, Judaism, 
and Christianity. 

He argues that religious 
troth is a “kaleidoscope of - 
meanings" and says each reli¬ 
gion contains a radical de¬ 
ment which transcends the 
traditional understanding of 
God. Mr Hart says in One 
Faith? that those who retreat _ 
into the faith inherited from 
their parents or teachers have 
“a myopic spiritual vision". 





Carey: need for new 
links between religions 


Taking Ecstasy is 
‘dance with death’ 


-it 


By A Staff Reporter 




AN inquiry into the deaths 
of three young men at a “rave” 
club in Scotland last year 
concluded yesterday with the 
warning that “a dance with 
Ecstasy can lead to a dance 
with death”. 

Andrew S tod dart, 20, from 
Rigside. Strathclyde, died in 
August John Nisbet 18. from 
New Cumnock, Strathclyde, 
and Andrew Dick. 19, from 
Glasgow, both died on the 
same night in April. All had 
taken the designer drug and 
visited the Hanger 13 club in 
Ayr for Saturday night raves. 

. Ws written determ¬ 
ination, issued in Ayr, Neil 
Gow, QC, Sheriff of South 
Strathclyde, said the Scottish 
Office should prepare legisla¬ 
tion “as a matter of urgency” 
for model conditions for li¬ 
censing of raves. They should 
deal in particular with the 
numbers attending, 
stewarding and searching. 

The sheriff dealt in detail 
with the medical effects of 


Ecstasy and said: “To 
emphasise the dangers, it is 
necessary to use colourful 


language here. Ecstasy is not 
for fun. It is a dan gerous drug 
with unpredictable effects and 
is potentially lethal. A dance 
with Ecstasy can lead to a- 
dance with death.” 

The effect of the drug was 
highly unpredictable, which 
was highlighted in the evi¬ 
dence in the Hanger 13 cases: a 
woman student who took half 
a tablet collapsed and had to 
go to hospital; a 26-yearoId 
van driver who took one tablet 
was so iff he was off work for 
three days. Mr Nisbet may 
have taken 1*2 tablets and Mr 
Sfioddart about 3h. 

Sheriff Gow said that as 
well as flie ready availability 
of drugs at Hanger 13, it was 
"equally disturbing to note 
that there appears to be a very 
substantial demand from 
young people themselves to 
obtain such drugs" 

The sheriff formally deter¬ 
mined that all three.deaths 
resulted from the men having 
consumed “Ecstasy or other 
controlled drugs at public 
musical events generally 
known as raves": 
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Enquirers must be aged is or over In order to saleguard our customers certain transactions may require written confirmation. Firs! Direct reserves the right to decline to open 
d ntoney we will „ a nt to make sure ™ can reoavments. For wntlen details of our servrces write to First Direct. Freepost HK16. Leeds LS98 2RS First Drrect is a d.vrsion ol 


an account for you. Before agreeing to 


5 



banking is free at 
first direct. 


Question: have you ever seen the name ‘First Direct’ 
above the entrance of a high street bank? If you’re 
struggling to recollect, there’s a good reason. 
First Direct is Britain’s first banking system to operate 


risotto is an easy 
meal that costs you 
next to nothing. 


Fry a large onion in a little olive oil. Add a cup of 
washed rice and fry lightly. Add two cups of chicken 
stock, and then any amount of leftovers - leftover 
chicken, or turkey, mushrooms, courgettes, some 
fresh rosemary or thyme, a red pepper, seasoning 
- maybe some chopped up frankfurters, even. Add a 
splash of wine, bring to the boil and then simmer until 


a leaner system 


with no branches whatsoever. Instead, our 1800 people are based in two operations 
centres in Leeds, and 
they take calls from 
customers 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. It’s a leaner, more modem system with a 
number of benefits. Most importantly, we do not have the vast cost of maintaining 
several thousand branches across the country, and the money we save is passed 
back to our customers in as many ways as possible. For a start, free banking: we 

do not ask. you to pay 

transaction charges for 
cheques, standing orders, direct debits, or cash machine withdrawals, even if you’re 

account is overdrawn. We give you an automatic £250 overdraft free of any 
arrangement fees, which you can use as little or as often as you like {think of it 
Wa also offer a free automatic bill payment service, where as 


no transaction charges 




,all the liquid has been absorbed. Serves two. 


soon as you receive a 
household bill, you can 


bill payment service 



call us, tell us who to pay and how much to pay, and leave the rest to us. And you 
can call our Banking Representatives as often as you like - to check your balance, 
move money between accounts, even to order foreign currency and arrange delivery 


7000 cash machines 


to your door. Clearly, you cannot get cash over the telephone, so our customers 

have access to every 

Midland, NatWest and 
TSB cash machine up and down the country. And when you want to pay your 

cheques in, you can either post them to us, or pay them in at any Midland branch 
- again, free of charge. To find out more about the banking service that’s designed to 
fit around your life, call the freephone number or post the coupon. 


call us now 


0800 24 24 24 



Post to: First Direct. Freepost HK16, Leeds LS98 2RS (no stamp needed) to receive more Infomretion on First Direct 

Mr/Mrs /Missflls or Title _— --~ ~ ~~ 

Su rname ___ 

Forenames) ____ 

Ad dress __—- 

Telephone (inc.std)___._._BG332 
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8 HOME NEWS 


Mawhinney warns 
business of price 
to pay for pollution 
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I £1.5bn in Di 


GEOFF HOBNAUQNAL 



unpaid poB 
tax to be 
written off 


.V 
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By Ian Murray 

COMMUNITY OORRESSbND^T 


By Jonathan Prynn 
TRANSPORT CORRESPONDENT 


BRITAIN'S future prosperity 
is threatened by rising levels 
of pollution and congestion 
caused by increasing road use. 
the Transport Secretary said 
yesterday. Brian Mawhinney 
warned business executives 
from the South East that 
environmental damage 
caused by cars and lorries 
could deter foreign investors. 

“A deteriorating environ¬ 
ment in the form of worsening 
air quality', degraded towns 
and cities and damaged land¬ 
scapes ... would cost us a 


great deal in economic terms 
as well as in our physical 
health and quality of our 
lives."* he said. 

The speedt to members of 
the CBI at Heathrow ap¬ 
peared to question the conven¬ 
tional business wisdom that 
more road building is an 
essential requirement for eco¬ 
nomic growth. Mr Mawhin¬ 
ney said the Government 
would “have to take a very 
hard look at whether econom¬ 
ic interests should coinride 
more closely with environ¬ 
mental interests". 

He also went a tong way 
towards acknowledging the 


PRIVATE itOAD PBOdECTfS 


The Government yesterday invited private contractors to bid 
for four road projects: 

■ £40m improvement of the M40 between junctions I and 15 

■ £30m widening of the A19/AI6S in Cleveland 

■ £75m project to bnild a A30/A35 trunk road bypassing 
Tolpuddle and Puddletown in Dorset 

■ A £20m bypass of Doveridge, near Derby. 

The Government will pay contractors “shadow tolls" based 
on the number of vehicles using the roads during a 30-year 
franchise. 


concerns of roads protesters, 
recognising that many people 
held a “deeply felt belief ... 
that new roads are always a 
scar an the landscape". Society 
needed to deride whether it 
was prepared to pay the cost of 
protecting “the site of historic 
significance, the rare flower or 
the great crested newt and all 
that they represent". 

Dr Mawhinney also said 
that business needed to con¬ 
sider how best to cope with the 
congestion it complained of 
and how to pay for an im¬ 
proved transport network. 

The speech marked die lat¬ 
est phase of Dr Mawhinney’s 
campaign to generate a nat¬ 
ional debate on future trans¬ 
port policy through a series of 
high-profile speeches. 

The CBI is concerned that 
the Government's stance has 
shifted too far towards the 
green lobby at die expense of 
business, and has called for a 
new transport strategy. A 
spokeswoman said that Dr 
Mawhinney had not provided 
the reassurance the business 
community was seeking. 





The National Trust will spend some of the donation renovating the rose garden at Lyme Park. Cheshire 


Gardeners help charities to flourish 


By M ichajel Hornsby 
COUNTRYSIDE CORRESPONDENT 


ABOUT 400 private gardens will open 
to the public for the first time this year, 
sot just fora couple of days, to help to 
raise money for charity. 

They are among more than 3.280 listed 
in die National Gardens Scheme's 1995 
Gardens of England and Wales, or 


“yellow book" which includes anything 
from the grand and famous to 
suburban backyards and patios. Entry 
fees are donated to charities, including 
the Cancer Relief Ma cmillan Fond and 
the Garden Fund of the National Trust 
which will spend some of the £260.000 it 
is to receive on renovating a 19th-century 
rose garden at Lyme Park in Cheshire. 

Among the new entries in the yellow 


book is a terraced garden in the 
PaOadian style at Wood HalL near 
Cockermouth in Cumbria, which was 
laid out by Thomas Mawson. a noted 
Victorian designer. 

a Gardens of England and Wales, 
£3.75 fold p&p) from the NGS, 
Hatehlands Park. East Clandon. 
Guildford. Sumy GU4 7RT. or £3 from 
most bookshops. 


NEARLY £1.5 bifliocr’in poljf- 
tax is still owing two-years' 1 : 
after the tax was ^®she«Ci 
The money would be enou^ 
to fond the teacto^psty rise ^ 
five times over. . - ; 

Figures issued, todq^by the? 
Audit Commission and Cipfa. - 
die public finance institute." 
show that most of the money; 
will have to be written irfT 
Authorities found they ccruld'- 
not keep information:up to-: 
date on people's addresses; 
making it harder to keep: ■< 
accurate poll tax records.;' 
Added to tins. tfaev high 
numbers who simply refused 
to pay made it unfeasible.to 
serik a committal in every ewe. 

Collecting poll tax already 
costs 25p in the pound and foe 
Audit Commission estimates 
that by December the cost of 
recovery will outweigh .foe 
income. “Authorities should 
thus abandon action-which 
does not appear cost-effective,” 
its report says. Lambeth is 
owed £84 million in poll tax. 
while Liverpool is owed .£68; 
million. Only £195.000 is out¬ 
standing in Westminster. 





By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 


Reverses 
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One of the arcane mysteries of 
foe game that foe less experi¬ 
enced players find perplexing 
is the concept of foe reverse. 
Here are two examples: 

West East 


level — Three Diamonds in 
sequence 1 and Three Hearts 
in sequence il. So the opener '-y# 
must have extra strength to 
cater for the partnership being 
forced up one level. A typical; ^ 
lay-out for sequence l: 


«Q4 4KJ875 

VAKJ5 V1062 

* A O 10 8 7 5 ♦ J 94 

♦ 3 ♦ 10 6 


East bids Three Diamonds 
over Two Hearts, and West 
passes. But if West's hand 
been: . - 
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In each of these sequences 
West's second bid is a reverse. 
It is called that because it 
reverses the natural sequence 
of bidding foe suits. If you 
have fivecard suits of equal 
length, you always start with 
foe higher ranking (some 
players make an exception of 
spades and dubs, which I will 
deal with in a later column). 
So h follows that if you adopt 
foe “unnatural" sequence, you 
must have more cards in foe 
first suit than in foe second 
Besides having more cards 
in foe first suit than in the 
second to reverse you must 
have more than a minimum 
opening bid. To see why that 
has to be so. consider East's 
second bid in each of the above 
sequences. If he has a mini¬ 
mum hand but prefers West’s 
first suit to his second he must 
give preference at foe three 


*Q4 

♦ AQ 10 875 


VA98S 

♦ 3 


he would have bid only Two ) 
Diamonds over One Spade, as 
he did not have enough 
strength to force the partner¬ 
ship to the three-level. • 
Normal practice is to play* * 
that a reverse is forcing —that a 
is the responder is not allowed 1 
to pass. The logic is that as the 
responder has to bid if he is 
minimum and prefers the 
opener's first suit one might 
as well have the agreement 
that he must bid once more 
whatever his hand 
The usual agreement is that 
if foe initial response was at 
foe one level, any discourag-v 
ing sound by foe responder at * 
his second turn is not forcing : 
on foe' jjpener. If the initial ■ 
response was at the two level.-. 
foe reverse is forcing to 1“ 
game 
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Keene on chess 


By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 


HOW DO YOU To feel safer on the 

PROTECT YOURSELF OUT wi* the 

ON THE STREETS? new Fiat Punto Tts raniip 


Kamsky dominates 


With a fresh win in round six 
and a draw in round seven, 
Gata Kamsky has won his 
Fide semi-final against 
Valery Salov in Sanghi Nagar, 
India. 


new Fiat Punto. Its range 


of safety features which include side impact bars, reinforced bodyshell, seatbelt pre-tensioners and 


White: Valery Salov 
Blade Gata Kamsky 
fide Candidates 
Sanghi Nagar Game 6 
Nimio-Indian Defence 


optional twin airbags, make it one of the safest cars in its class. So it’s hardly surprising that the Punto 



has been voted European Gar of the Year 1995. No doubt the judges were also imp ressed by 


the stylish individual look of the Punto and the spacious interior, ergonomically designed 


CAR OF THE TEAR 
IMA. 



for maximum comfort whilst driving. Not to mention the optional power steering, 


air conditioning and ABS. Prices start from £7,148! And there’s also the option of Easiplan, Fiat’s 


personal contract purchase plan. To meet your new bodyguard call 0800 717000 or visit your Fiat dealer. 


FIAT PUNTO. THE ANSWER. 
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1 d4 

2 c4 

3 Nc3 

4 Qc2 

5 a3 

6 0*c3 

7 Bg5 

8 dxc5 

9 e3 

10 Bd3 

11 Ne2 

12 OO 

13 8h4 

14 BxdS 

15 Bq7 

16 Bxe2 

17 Bxd6 

18 Rfel 

19 Bfl 
■20 Bg3 
31 Reel 

22 Be5 

23 a4 

24 a5 

25 Bc3 

26 Bel 

27 Be2 

28 Kfl 

29 h3 

30 Kgl 

31 Bd3 

32 h4 

33 hxg5 

34 Bfl 

35 Bc3 

36 BeZ 

37 Bel 

38 Bd3 

39 Be2 

40 Bd3 

41 Rcbl 

42 Rxb8 

43 Rcl 

44 BC2 


NI6 

e6 

Bb4 

04] 

B»tc3+ 

b6 

C5 

bxc5 

06 

Nbd7 

Rb8 

h6 

Ne4 

Nxc3 

N*e2+ 

Re8 

Rxb2 

Ba6 

Rc8 

Nb6 

Rd8 

Rb3 

f6 

Nc8 

NdB 

Kf7 

Ke7 

RdbB 

95 

Rb2 

Kee 

05 

hxg5 

94 

R2b3 

f5 

Rh2 

R2h3 

Rb2 

Rh8 

Rbba 

FbtbB 

Rb3 

Ra3 


45 94 

46 Bdl 

47 Be2 

48 Kfl 

49 Rdl 

50 Rcl 

51 Kgl 

52 Kh2 

53 Rc2 

54 Bd2 

55 Be3 

56 Kg3 

57 Bxg4 + 

58 Bd2 

59 Rc3 

60 Bel 

61 8e6 

62 Bxc4 

63 Rxc4 

64 Rc8 

65 Rf8+ 

66 Re8+ 

67 RaB 

68 Kh3 

69 Bh6 

70 Ra7+ 

71 B*e3 

72 Kg4 

73 Rxa6+ 

74 RaB 

75 a6 

76 a7 


6(b4 

Kf5 

Ra2 

Ra4 

Nxc4 

Bb5 

'e£ 

Nb2 

Nd3 

Nxf2 ' 

Nd3 

Ra3 

Kg6 

Nb4+ 

Ra2 

c4 

Nd3 

Bxc4 

Kf5 

Nei 

Ke6 

Kd7 

R»g2+ 

Rc2 

e3 

Kc6 

RC3 

Rxa3 

Kd5 

Ke4 

Ra3 

Nf3 White 
ras/gns 


Diagram of final position. -' 
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PCA ratings 


The top five PCA ratings are 
as follows: Kasparov 2789, 
Karpov 2759, Kamsky 2741, 
An and 2736 and Ivanchuk’ 
2733. The top British rating^ 
are: Short 2640 and Adams. 
2614. 


Winning Move, page 48, 
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Scottish socialists 
plot Clause Four 
defeat for Blair 


POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT 9 


Boyson digs in against federalist threat 


Jill Sherman, political correspondent 

A^n T ToiI™ai?'T P S!n MEP.forMidScoitu.dand wutepr 
abolish Clause Ir u^ 10 ^ e - ,s mou nting his new land ab 

sareilv bun^rhv ■ asbeen ^ sau,r r,n ■«* or the ihe clai 
Of Scottish Lahni>r\iP^ rr,U S ^’ co,t ‘ sh L’ampuign far Social- asked tc 
MEPs, b and which was launched in meeting 


Alex Falconer, the MEP 
behind last month’s Clause 
Four advertisement in The 
Guardian, is gathering signa¬ 
tures in support of ~a new 

statement calling for Labour 
to keep its commitment to 
nationalisation. He is also 
said to be planning a second 
advertisement in h national 
newspaper 10 coincide with 
Mr Blair's address at the 
Scottish Labour parry confer¬ 
ence on March 10th. 

The Labour leader is al¬ 
ready facing a rough ride at 
tile conference in Inverness 
and insiders predict a tieht 
vote on Clause Four. All'20 
resolutions on the issue are 
* against rewriting the clause, 
although MPs supporting Mr 
Blair claim that some constitu¬ 
encies have already changed 
their mind and unions are 
reconsidering their position. 

A defeat would be highly 
embarrassing for Mr Blair, 
just four days before the 
national executive meets on 
March to to approve the 
wording of the redrafted 
Clause Four. Mr Falconer. 


MEP for Mid Scotland and 
Fife, is mounting his new 
assault an the back of ihe 
Scottish Campaign for Social¬ 
ism. which was launched in 
October. The new group has 
already planned a rally an the 
eve of the conference where 
the left-wing MP Tony Benn 
will be one of the main 
speakers. 

The group is also proposing 
to hold a number of fringe 
meetings at the Scottish con¬ 
ference to attract backing for 
campaign before the confer¬ 
ence vote. Mr Blair will risk 
his position by a last-minute 
appeal, in which he will ask 
delegates to support his efforts 
to modernise the party. 

Mr Falconer claims he has 
the support of one other Scot¬ 
tish MEP. AJex Smith, and 
four MPs as well as several 
Labour councillors. The MPs. 
Dennis Cana van. David Mar¬ 
shall. Ian Davidson and Jim¬ 
my Wray, have already put 
their signatures 10 a state¬ 
ment. sent out to Scottish MPs 
lust weekend, which declares: 
“We believe that Clause Four 
as presently worded should 
remain as an integral part of 
the Labour Party’s constitu¬ 
tion and only added to if 
required.” 

Mr Falconer said there was 


Police chief seeks 
corruption hotline 

By Nigel Williamson, Whitehall correspondent 


A TELEPHONE hotline could 
be set up for whistle blowers 
who suspect corruption in 
public life, a senior police 
officer suggested yesterday. 

David Veness. the assistant 
Metropolitan Police Commis¬ 
sioner in charge of Scotland 
Yard's public-sector corrup¬ 
tion squad, said that enabling 
people to inform police with¬ 
out fear of reprisal would help 
his work, although care would 
have to be taken to safeguard 
•! against malicious allegations. 
He told the Nolan Commit¬ 
tee on Standards in Public Life 
that there were at least 1.000 
cases of corruption on public 
bodies every year, although 
nine tenths go undetected. His 
squad dealt with an average 31 
cases a year in London, while 
nationwide there were about 
100 cases. 

However, he said that 
allowing for unreported cases 
the true figure was probably 
ten times greater. He defined 
corruption as “misuse or 
abuse of office for personal 
gain". 

Mr Veness argued that the 
present corruption and fraud 
laws needed to be strength¬ 
ened to help police to track 
down those who abuse power 
in local government and in the 

Honour 
demanded 
for hero 
diplomat 

By Alice Thomson 
POLITICAL REPORTER 

RAOUL WALLENBERG, 
the Swedish diplomat who 
saved 100.000 Hungarian 
Jews from Nazi gas cham¬ 
bers. should be granted hon¬ 
orary British citizenship- a 
peer said last nighL 
Wallenberg, missing tor 
more than 50 years, had 
saved the Jews from trams 
bound for concentration 
camps and sheltered them m 
Budapest houses marked 

with the neutral flag Swe¬ 
den, Lord Braine of Wheat- 

ley said. He was “one of ae 

heroes of our century" and 
Britain should follow the 
lead of America and other 
countries in making him an 
honorary dlrten. 

The diplomat disapp<*r“ 
on January 17, ’/J 43 : a lhe 
presenting himself 

Soviet authorities, who cap¬ 
tured Budapest torn Ar¬ 
mans. The Soviet Union 
claimed that he died m prcr 
on in 1947. but Lori 

said neither the Swedish nor 

any other Europemi JJ^ 
meat believed this and it was 
possible that he was alive. 


Civil Service. He called for 
corruption to be added to the 
schedule of serious arrestable 
offences and for those convict¬ 
ed to be disqualified from 
holding public office. 

He feared that corruption 
was cm the increase and was 
becoming “an increasing dan¬ 
ger" but he cautioned against 
over-reaction. “We stilJ enjoy a 
position that is envied by 
many of our dose neighbours 
but the threat is perceived as 
likely to increase." he said. 

Earlier the Government 
found itself more isolated than 
ever when Sir Ronald 
Hampel, the chief executive of 
ICl. said he believed that 
former minsters should not be 
able to move straight into jobs 
in the commercial sector. “The 
public really demands a sensi¬ 
ble gap. The Civil Service 
rules would seem appropri¬ 
ate," he said. 

Those rules require senior 
civil servants to seek approval 
for private sector posts taken 
up within two years of leaving 
the service. Last week, David 
Hunt, the Public Services 
Minister, told the committee 
that the Government was 
implacably oppsed to any such 
restriction on the employment 
of ministers. 


in parliament 
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widespread concern in Scot¬ 
land about attempts to scrap 
the clause and he had been 
asked to speak at a number of 
meetings in the past month. 
“We are campaigning for the 
rank and file within the Lab¬ 
our Party and we are winning 
their support." he said 
yesterday. 

Mr Blair's supporters, lead 
by Helen Liddell. MP for 
Monklands East, arc mount¬ 
ing a campaign 10 persuade 
party activists to change their 
mind before the Inverness 
conference. 

□ Tony Blair stepped up his 
efforts to court middle-Eng¬ 
land voters yesrerday by 
claiming that Labour hud 
replaced the Tories as the 
party of “one-nation politics". 
In a speech to the Newspaper 
Press Fund, he argued that as 
the Tories had moved increas¬ 
ingly to the Right Labour had 
become the pa rty of the centre, 
and the centre-left. “Now 1 ihe 
mantle nf one-nation politics 
no longer fits the Tories. It is 
draped rightly and properly 
round our shoulders." 

He promised that Labour 
would not fight inequality by 
penalising success. "Those 
who create wealth through 
their own enterprise arc an 
asset to us. We need them.” 


By Nicholas Wood 

CHIEF POLITICAL 

CORRESPONDENT 

SIR Rhodes Boyson, the 
bewhiskered sergeant of the 
Tory infantry, has broken 
cover over Europe and sug- 
geaed that the time has come 
to prepare for British with¬ 
drawal from the European 
Union. 

Sir Rhodes, aged 69, has 
become progressively disil¬ 
lusioned with the EU in 
recent years despite having 
voted for continued British 
membership in the 1975 
referendum. 

By his own account he 
voted against the Govern¬ 
ment 12 times during the 
passage of the Maastricht 
HOI which he describes in 
his memoirs. Speaking My 
Mind, as a “confidence trick 
of the three parties against 
the people of our islands". 
But as a true "man of the 
people" he has ensured that 
his Brent North constituents 
should be the first to know of 
his apostasy. 

Writing in (he Wembley 
Observer, he bemoans what 
he sees as the slide towards a 
federal Europe and says that 
Britain's participation in the 
EU should be put to a legally 
binding referendum or the 
British people after the 
“Maastricht II" conference 
of 19%. 

Sir Rhodes, a former 
headmaster who was a 
minister for eight yean* in 
Margaret Thatcher's admin¬ 
istrations. attacks the Euro¬ 
pean Union in characterist¬ 
ically pungent terms, tuning 
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into popular fury at the 
latter-day Spanish armada 
plundering the Western 
Approaches. 

“Why cannot we retain our 
fishing grounds as we retain 
our North Sea oil — or will 


we be challenged on our 
ownership of North Sea oil 
in the next set of 
negotiations? 

“I believe... that after the 
1996 negotiations there 
should be a mandatory ref¬ 


erendum of the British 
people to say Yes or No to 
what is derided then and 
whether we remain in the 
European Community. At 
the present time, we are 
being dragged in further. 


step by step, at a huge 
price." 

He presents the issues at 
stake at the inter-govern¬ 
mental conference in rather 
more apocalyptic terms than 
Douglas llunL the Foreign 
Secretary, who says that il 
would be a great mistake to 
make big changes in 1996. 

Sir Rhodes, who glories in 
Britain's imperial past and 
is fond of peppering his 
speeches with references to 
his Victorian heroes, look 
the burghers of Brent even 
further back in time to 
dramatise the issues at stake. 
"The year 1996 is going to be 
as important to our future as 
1066." 

Of course, luckless Harold 
perished at the hands of the 
Norman hordes and Sir 
Rhodes appears equally' 
gloomy about the Govern¬ 
ment's prospects of repelling 

the latest continental incur¬ 
sion onto the shingle of the 
south coasL 

He told The Times that he 
saw scope for two referen- 
dums. If the one on the 
outcome of the IGC ended in 
a No vote, the Government 
should then ask the people 
whether they want to pull 
out of a Union that he 
believes is costing the coun¬ 
try dear. “The question is 
if the terms are wrong in 
1996. do we then stay in? 
This will have to be faced 
after the IGC. 1 think we can 
no longer rule out the ques¬ 
tion of whether we 
continue." 

There seems to be little 
doubt about his voting 
intentions. 


Labour MP 
apologises 
for slur on 
Heseltine 

By James Landale 
POLITICAL REPORTER 

A LABOUR MP apologised to 
Michael Heseltine yesterday 
for accusing him of meeting a 
senior Saudi diplomat to try to 
secure funds for the Tory 
party- 

Clive Soley. MP for Ham¬ 
mersmith. made the allega¬ 
tion in the Commons m June 
1993 after being sent a letter 
claiming that Prince Bandar 

bin Sultan, the Saudi Ambas¬ 
sador to Washington, had met 
the President of the Board or 
Trade in London just before 
the general election in 1992. 
John Major and the Saudi 
Government issued a dental. 

In a personal statement to 
the Commons. Mr Soley said 
he had made the allegauon in 
eood faith and felt the matter 
deserved to be examined, but 
added: “1 am now satisfied 
that neither Mr Heseltine nor 
prince Bandar was involved in 
such a conversation." 

He apologised for having 
shown “insensitivity" by raifr- 
Lthemaner shortly after Mr 
Heseltine had suffered a heart 
attack. He also apologised m 
Prince Bandar. 
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ORANGE MOTOROLA 

MOBILE PHONE 

• 180 name/number memory (inc. SIM 
card memory}. 

• 2 line LCD display for clear display of 
number dialled. 

• Up to 60 minutes talk time/11 hours 
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THE LATEST IN DIGITAL 
TECHNOLOGY FROM ORANGE 


Orange is one of Europe's fastest-growing 
mobile phone networks, offering state-of-the-art 
mobile communications at a price you can afford 

• Billing by the second. 

Unlike other networks which round your call up to the 
nearest minute or holkninule. Orange charges colls by 
the second, so you don't pay a penny more »han you 
need to 

• An extensive and growing network. 

Orange now covers 70% of Britain's population, and 
still expanding. 

• A tariff to suit every pocket. 

With 5 Orange plans to choose from, you can be 
certain o( ihe best value for money, whether you're an 
occasional caller or the busiest of business callers 

• The very latest phone features - 

including call diveri, call barring, call waiHng, call 
hold, onswerphone service, plus caller ID (available on 
Nokia Orange). 

• Latest digital technology - 

lor superb service, clearer calls and no 
eavesdropping. 
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FREE 

'WHAT MOBILE' 
PHONE GUIDE 


This exclusive magazine is full 
of information to help you make 
ihe right choice, when buying 
a mobile phone. 

■Please ask for a copy in-store. 



ORANGE NOKIA 

MOBILE PHONE^^H 


screen prompts. 

Up to 80 minutes talk time/18 hours 
standby. 
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Police track 
middlemen 
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. By Christoph ek Thomas 


organ trade 


From Christopher Thomas in Delhi 


INDIA'S high-tech southern 
city of Bangalore, a symbol of 
the nation's technological 
progress, lias gained a more 
dubious reputation as the 
centre of a racket in stolen 
kidneys. The organs are re¬ 
moved from poor, illiterate 
people who believe they are 
selling their blood. 

The scandal, involving die 
city’s private clinics, was ex¬ 
posed by a daily labourer, who 
said that he was given an 
injection at a hospital and 
when he woke discovered he 
had a bandage around his 
waist “When finquired. I was 
told I had fallen down horn 
the bed and had to be operated 
on." A week after he was 
discharged, a man handed 
him 5,000 rupees (E101) and 
told him to return to his 
village. Instead, he went to the 
police. 

In another incident four 
youths complained to police 
that their kidneys had been 
removed without permission. 
An inquiry was launched and 
it was established that more 
than 1.000 people were robbed 
of their kidneys in a racket run 
by doctors, clinics and 
middlemen. 

Touts toured villages out¬ 
side the city offering money to 
people to donate blood. Once 
in hospital, they had their 
kidneys removed. These were 
sold to clients, mostly from 
Gulf countries, for up to 
600.000 rupees (£12.000). The 
Saudi Arabian consulate is 
understood to have alerted 
Indian authorities that Saudi 
nationals were receiving ille¬ 
gal transplants in Bangalore. 

~ The Voluntary Health Asso¬ 
ciation of India estimates that 
each year more than 2.000 
people seD their organs for 
money. The price for those 
who knowingly do so is never 
more than 50.000 rupees. 

Ten private clinics in Ban¬ 
galore offer kidney trans¬ 
plants, and there is never any 
shortage of organs. One hospi¬ 
tal advertised in a newspaper 
"We offer safe and painless 
kidney removal." The affair 


caused outrage in parliament, 
which last year passed the 
Transplantation of Human 
Organs Act in response to 
pressure from the World 
Health Organisation to curb 
criminal and unethical trans¬ 
plant practices. Ir carries a 
maximum penalty of a 10,000 
rupees fine and five years' 
imprisonment 

Since state governments are 
responsible for health matters, 
their local assemblies must 
adopt the legislation, and only 
three have done so. This 
makes it difficult to bring 
criminal charges. 

Dr ICS.Sidaraj. head of 
nephrology at the state-run 
Victoria Hospital in Banga¬ 
lore. is on bail on charges of 
referring potential kidney do¬ 
nors to private hospitals in 
exchange for commissions. 
S. K. Kantha. the Health Min¬ 
ister of Karnataka, the state 
where Bangalore is located, 
said his ministry was consid¬ 
ering a plan to bring all 
private hospitals and nursing 
homes under govemmen t con¬ 
trol to stamp out the racket. 

A police team from Banga¬ 
lore is due to fly to Saudi 
Arabia to track down middle¬ 
men there. In the past few 
years, hundreds of overseas 
patients are believed to have 
travelled to the dty and the i 
other main centres of the 
organ trade. Bombay and 
Madras. 

One doctor told police that 
he had carried out 104 kidney 
transplants in the past two 
years at 500.000 rupees each, 
which he described as cheap, 
especially for comparatively 
wealthy foreigners whose 
quality of life had been im¬ 
measurably improved. 

Since Muslims do not gen¬ 
erally accept organs from a 
dead person, both the recipi¬ 
ent and donor need to be on 
the operating table simulta¬ 
neously, requiring the pres¬ 
ence of a large number of 
specialists. This suggests that 
the involvement of doctors 
may be far more extensive 
than initially believed. 


KABUL'S streets were empty 
yesterday as the Afghan capi¬ 
tal awaited a possible inva¬ 
sion from Taleban, a formida¬ 
ble new Islamic army that has 
stormed a third of the country 
in just six months before 
halting at the city gates on 
Tuesday. Government troops 
were given a warning last 
night to withdraw to the dty 
i precincts by nightfall or be 
: attacked- 

The deadline passed quietly 
1 amid signs that the Govern¬ 
ment was moving tanks to 
reinforce its front line. 
Mainour Jah, a Taleban com¬ 
mander. said if the Govern¬ 
ment failed to retreat to the 
dty boundaries “our shura 
[council] will dedde what to 
do". He was speaking from a 
post 15 mfies south of Kabul 
in Charasyab, which Taleban 
captured two days ago from 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, a 
Pashtun leader. 

Taleban. meaning students 
of Islam, is keeping Afghani¬ 
stan guessing about its next 
move. Its declared aim is to 
take control of the entire 
country, suggesting that it will 
attempt to march into Kabul. 

There is a rare silence in the 
capital, which is accustomed 
to daily shelling from Mr 
Hekmatyart artillery. More 
than 20.000 dvflians have 
died in the dty since the 
collapse of the communist 
Government in April 1992. 

A Government delegation 
went to Charasyab yesterday 
to discuss Taleban's ultima¬ 
tum and to by to discover 
what it proposes to do next 
Claims by Mr Hekmatyar 
that Taleban and Govern¬ 
ment forces, comprising for¬ 
mer Mujahidin, were fighting 
together appear to have been 
false, as tiie radical student 




from Ian Brodie in Washington 





for grants to local authorities 
to spend at their discretion in 
the fight against crime. 

The Bill was passed by 238 
to 192 on largely party lines 
but fell short of the two-thirds 
majority needed to override a 
presidential veto. It won sup¬ 
port from 18 Democrats and 
220 Republicans. Nine Repub¬ 
licans. 182 Democrats and one 
independent voted against it. 

White House aides reiterat¬ 
ed that Mr Clinton would 
block the measure as the 
Republicans do not have the 
two-thirds vote needed in Con¬ 
gress to overcome his veto. 
Before it comes to that, 
though, far more moderate 


Pyongyang 
in threat 
on reactor 


From Ian Brodie 

IN WASHINGTON 


Hours after giving birth to Li Anti yesterday. He Jing, 24, recovers at a Peking 
hospital on China's “population day" when the authorities estimated that the 1-2 
billionth citizen would be born. There are 57,000 births in China each day 


Timor gang suspects held 


group seems to have contempt 
for what passes in Kabul fora 


From Agence France-Presse 
IN JAKARTA 


government It has been seen 
disarming Government 
troops outside the dty. 

Taleban says it will have 
nothing to do with the former 
Mujahidin, which it calls 
criminals for destroying Af¬ 
ghanistan. The organisation 
portrays itself as a purist 
group determined to stamp 
out corruption and destroy 
the drugs industry that has 
enriched the warlords and 
fuelled the war. 


INDONESIAN military au¬ 
thorities in East Timor have 
arrested 12 alleged members 
of gangs of black-clad, hooded 
men who have recently been 
terrorising local people. 

The gangs, known as “nin¬ 
jas", have been blamed for the 
disappearance of five youths 
and the maiming of several 
civilians. Major Laedan 
Simbolon, an East Timorese 
military spokesman, said yes¬ 


terday in Dili, the capital, that 
the 12 were either sym¬ 
pathisers or members of the 
East Timorese urban under¬ 
ground pro-independence 
"Clandestine" movement. 

Many East Timorese and 
the Roman Catholic Church 
believe the “ninjas" are paid 
by Indonesia’s military' intelli¬ 
gence to terrorise pro-indepen¬ 
dence supporters. But Major 
Simbolon said the detainees 
had been spreading rumours 
about terror groups to try to 
discredit the Indonesian 


armed forces. He said the 
arrests came after a bank 
guard was kidnapped, beaten 
and left for dead in a local 
plantation on Monday. One of 
the victim’s ears was cut off. 

Colonel Kiki Syahnakri. 
East Timor’s military chief, 
said that “the Ninja issue ... 
was intentionally launched by 
East Timorese anti-integra¬ 
tion groups for political aims". 
The word “integration" refers 
to Indonesia’s illegal annex¬ 
ation of the former Portuguese 
colony in 19/6. 
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So you can. 


Su Jiao-hong, a Taiwanese, with the £300,000 rebuilt Lincoln he hopes will go in the 
Guinness Book of Records as the longest four-wheeled four-door car at 32ft Sins 
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CLAIMS of Australian cow¬ 
ardice during Japan's inva¬ 
sion of Singapore during the 
Second World War were false, 
an Australian historian said 
yesterday, the 53rd anniversa¬ 
ry of the fall of the the former 
British colony. 

Lynette Silver announced 
the findings of her research as 
veterans of Australia’s Eighth 
Division laid a wreath at a 
Sydney cenotaph to honour 
the hundreds of Australians 
who died trying to defend 
Singapore in 1942. British 
accusations of mass coward¬ 
ice. desertion and drunken¬ 
ness by members of the Eighth 
Division were unearthed from 
war archives two years ago. 
sparking a national outcry 
and prompting Ms Stiver to 
investigate the documents. 

She said yesterday that the 
allegations were contained in 
mostly anonymous statements 
by British officers upset at the 
loss of Singapore. Ms Silver 
said she spent months trying 
to verity the accusations, visit¬ 
ing Singapore, and scouring 
war archives. 

Australian front-line troops 
were obeying orders when 
they retreated and allegations 
that they ran from battle and 
got drunk at a local dub were 
based on rumours, Ms Silver 
said. Some troops who were 
routed by the Japanese retreat¬ 
ed to the club because it was 
"the only place they knew". 


she said. “The rumour went 
around that this whole group 
of Australians had deserted 
and all run back into Singa¬ 
pore dty." 

Ms Silver said that a claim 
that Australian troops shot 
dead a British naval captain 
was an “absolute fabrication" 
The captain’s son handed her 
documents showing that his 
father was alive days after the 
alleged murder. Senior British 
officers had command over 
the Australians in the defence 
of Singapore. 

“It’s provided the truth." 
former Eighth Division sol¬ 
dier Wal Mariner said after 
laying a wreath to the 2.000 
Australians who died fighting 
in what was then known as 
Malaya. "It was an insult not 
only to survivors but to those 
who did not survive,’' Mr 
Mariner said. “It was a hu¬ 
miliation and unjust." 

At a ceremony in Canberra 
commemorating the 31,000 
Australians held captive dur¬ 
ing the war. Paul Keating, the 
Prime Minister, told former 
prisoners yesterday that the 
country must not forget the 
acts perpetrated by the Japa¬ 
nese in prisoner of war camps. 

Of the 22,000 Australians 
taken prisoner by the Japa¬ 
nese, more than 8.000 died, 
generally from cruel treat¬ 
ment starvation and disease. 

"The outrage we feel about ! 
what was done on the Burma- 1 


Thailand Railway or on the 
Sandakan Death march 
should never fade," Mr 
Keating said. The Govern¬ 
ment has been criticised in 
recent months for failing to 
focus on Japanese atrocities in 
ceremonies commemorating 
the 50th anniversary of the 
end of the war. Japan is 
Australia’s largest export mar¬ 
ket and its largest trading 
partner. 

Max Jagger. the president of 
Australia's Prisoners of War 
Association who was himself 
held fry the Japanese, said at 
the ceremony that allied pris¬ 
oners were often forced to 
work excessively long hours. 

“To achieve the targets set 
by the Japanese army, we 
were quite frequently beaten, 
denied medical treatment and 
adequate clothing." he said. 


m defend a vote against, h&siSS: 
cruiting more pom£; eyso^gg- 
thoush other parts^of ^^' 
Republican crime 
fleet the wishes, of*: . 

Americans to get 
criminals and spend T $ess 
crime prevention. 

In keeping with-their, Cfaffiggp 
tract with America, tJ»HtSfifj£33£; 
Republicans’ voted to- 

billions of dollars Qfcpnsora* 
in states where vrolent.crirtu^^ 
nals must serve at 
cent of their sentences. Iney ^ g^ . 
alk* expanded the;.li^pf*gf!& 
crimes for which irnnagrams.®- 
can be deported and ordered;^'' 
that offenders pay fuU restiftH^J 
tion for their crimes. •.;• - 

Mr Clinton will not ijraptraa^ 
with these issues, but he is 
happy with two proposed SsrPgS£. 


ailments 
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NORTH KOREA went to the 
brink over its nuclear deal 
with the United States yester¬ 
day. threatening to withdraw 
from the agreement if forced to 
accept light-water reactors 
from South Korea. 

At the State Department in 
Washington, the North Kore¬ 
ans’ objections were not 
viewed with too much alarm. 
Rather, they were seen as 
hyperbolic posturings typical 
of the Stalinist regime. One 
official said: "My reaction is 
that they will still be prepared 
to sit down for substantial 
discussions next month." 

The Americans themselves 
engaged in tough talk last 
week when officials said the 
North's refusal to take South 
Korean reactors could be a 
“deal-breaker". In response 
yesterday, a spokesman for 
the North Korean Foreign 
Ministry said it might be 
better to scrap the agreement 
now in its initial stages rather 
than spend time debating a 
provision for reactors that was 
not feasible. 




rights. One would aUow_pofo, 2 £V 
to use illegally seized evident*®;. 
if they believed they wafcb,v 
acting properly, the other ptttk&V 
a one-year limit on habeak^,/ 
corpus appeals by deatfr-row^gfe 
inmates. ' 

Another clash with ' 

White House, was develop’' ' 
yesterday as the House ; _ , 

Representatives began debrajlv. 
ing another theme from- they-^-f 
Republicans' Contracts .ffie£££-; 
National Security , 

tion ACT. Key provisions WJtflHtf' : 
severely restrict American 
participation in United 
tions peacekeeping forces apjEffi: 
prevent the President 
putting US troops under fofr.3^ 
eign command, except to proffg; 
tea American interests. ;.'■’»*?J; 

Another contentious itnh^'.v 
would order the Pentagon 
resume work on ;a 
down Star Wars anti-balKstie^ ’> 
missile system. 

Mr Clinton protested 
letter to. Newt .Gingrich. = 
House Speaker, that the 
would limit American abflityj jg: 
to respond to iniematkxm.^; 
crises and hamper the Presir 
dent’s “constitutional resoafc ^- 
sibility to conduct US fore&ji 
policy”. The Secretaries 
State and Defence, Warren 
Christopher and William Per- W’ r 
ry, have urged him to veto the %- 
Bill if Congress passesJL |=U - 




stick-up 


From Ian Brodie 

IN WASHINGTON 


STICKY foam, bean-bags and • 
other unusual weapons ^ 
signed to immobilise rioters- 
without killing diem will be 
carried ashore by US Marines 
arriving in Somalia in the . 
coming weeks. It wiD be the 
first time American troops 
have gone into action with an -,; 
arsenal of nofHethal arms. If ^ 
they work, they could change^ 
the way United : Nations’- 
peacekeepers are equipped. = 
Hie Marines will still have v 
their conventional rifles, aitiF 
lery and helicopter gtmships 
as they oversee the evacuation 
from Somalia of several thou¬ 
sand Pakistani peacekeepers, 
as well as. American equip- 
meni on loan to .the UN, The ^ 
unconventional weapons w3T 
be for crowd control. The Ust ^ 
of non-lethal gear, is said to t;- 
indude 

□ Weapons known as dough¬ 
nut guns that fire hard rubbed- 
discs shaped tike doughnut^: 
which can take the wind out - ; 
of anyone hit in the chest.' A'-V, 
variation fires foam goo,f* 
which looks tike melted toffbr 
and becomes a strong ghte/ 1 ' - 
when exposed to tfe ain lf v 
renders a squarely hit vklUi: 
unable to move, let alone ruti. -- 

□ Gladiators’ nets made of 
fine string covered with gtae';?-. 

that can be flung over iul 
advancing mob. ■ . . ' 

□ Exploding shells catted 
hcanhags that release' a - 
shower of stinging pellets cat . 
impact plus a selection <£ ,: 
rubber and wooden balfds v; 
and shin grenades. 
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Mandela to 

step down 
at election 
in 1999 

From Michael Hamlyn in Johannesburg 


OVERSEAS NEWS 11 




president Mandela 
who win be 71 m Ju |y this 
year, satd yesterday that he 
would not run for a second 
term in office in the nexi 
election in 1909. 

pointing our chat he would 
be SO bv ihen. Mr Mandela 
said: 1 don't think an octoge¬ 
narian should be meddling in 
political affairs. I would like to 
give over to a younger man. 
But I will be available lo give 
advice if needed." 

Mr Mandela said he looked 
forward to retiring to the 
house he has built in Transkei. 
where be was broughr up. “I 
want to do a lot of the ihincs 
which I always looked for¬ 
ward to, {ike spend more time 
with my grandchildren and 
reading when I want to." 

The South African leader’s 
pasture has become slightiv 
bent recently, and his gait siiff- 
legged. He has kept up a 
punishing schedule, despite 
several illnesses and bouts of 
exhaustion. He still plainly 
has trouble with his eyes, 
pausing often on public occa¬ 
sions to wipe away the tears 
that will not drain away 
because of damage apparently 
caused during his imprison¬ 
ment on Robben Island. How¬ 
ever, he insisted yesterday that 
his health was "reasonably 





Mandela: in “reasonably 
good health for my age** 


good for my age". He said he 
had taken long walks during a 
recent holiday. 

The President was asked 
about the allegations of cor¬ 
ruption surrounding his party 
and administration. He said 
that the African National Con¬ 
gress has instituted a strict 
code of conduct and a disci¬ 
plinary committee to investi¬ 
gate allegations of corruption 
by its officials. However, com¬ 
pliance could not be "achieved 
overnight". 

"We have made the rules, 
but to yet people to comply 
and behave in accordance 
with those rules is a process." 
he said. 

Asked about the dispute 
over a 500.000-rand (£94.339) 
cheque given ro his estranged 
wife Winnie, who is a deputy 
minister, by Benazir Bhutto, 
the Prime Minister of Paki¬ 
stan. Mr Mandela said there 
wax still con trovers}- over the 
amount of money donated. 
According to the Pakistani 
High Commission, the funds 
had been given to Mrs 
Mandela to “use for the 
needy" at her discretion. “We 
must suspend judgment until 
the matter has been sufficient¬ 
ly probed." he said. 

Generally, allegations of im¬ 
propriety related to acts com¬ 
mitted before the Government 
of National Unity came into 
being. Mr Mandela said. 

Speaking -15 hours before he 
was due to deliver a key state 
of the union message at the 
opening of parliament tomor¬ 
row. he said that the Govern¬ 
ment had done well in its first 
nine months to unite the 
country and break down ten¬ 
sions and conflicts of the past. 

Most of the Government’s 
achievements in bringing 
peace and stability could not 
be quantified, but important 
projects, such as feeding four 
million needy children and a 
medical scheme for pregnant 
mothers and children up to the 
age of six. had been 
undertaken. 


Banda ‘unlikely to 
get a fair trial’ 

By Eve-Ann Prentice, diplomatic correspondent 

THE former President of Ma¬ 
lawi. Hastings Kamuzu Ban¬ 
da, is unlikely ro get a fair trial 
on murder charges which 
cany the death penalty, ac¬ 
cording to British solicitors 
acting as his advisers. 

Dr Banda, believed to be 
aged well over 90, and John 
Tern bo. his top aide, are 
accused of murdering four 
politicians who were found 
dead after a car accident in 
May. 1983. The victims suf- 
fcr«J serious head injuries 
and an inquiry commission 
concluded last December that 
the politicians were killed by 
police acting on the orders of 
Dr Banda and Mr Tern bo. 

The former President, who 
once worked as a doctor in 
Britain, was reputed to be 
paranoid about political rivals 


until he lost power in Mala¬ 
wi’s first democratic elections 
in May. 1994. He became 
President in 1966. outlawed all 
opposition parties and de¬ 
clared himself President for 
life in 1971. In his final years 
in power, he delegated an 
increasing amount of power to 
MrTembo. 

Memery Crystal, the 
London solicitors acting as 
advisers to Dr Banda and Mr 
Tembo, are worried that the 
Government of President 
Muluzi is seeking the former 
leaders - prosecution for polit¬ 
ical reasons. The two men 
were committed for trial be¬ 
fore the commission of inquiry 
began its work, the lawyers 
say, adding that three signifi¬ 
cantly different versions of the 
inquiry findings exist. 


Talks hint 
at progress 
on piracy 

From James Pringle 

IN PEKING 

FULL-SCALE talks between 
Chinese and US officials re¬ 
sumed yesterday in an at¬ 
tempt to avoid a trade war 
over intellectual property 
riahtti protection, with limited 

indications that some progress 

Chinese Trade 
Minister, did not repeat her 

earlier contention that _ me 
American negotiating position 

was unreasonable, but instead 

said she believed this round of 

talks would be success^ 

An American spokesman 
said the calks were frank and 
amicable, but many issues sail 

doing u 

much as it can to enforce 

£&&& 

jfc flagship newspaper ofthe 

350.000 pirated 

W compart discs m the last 

Swriglt. had been infnnged 
on the mainland- 


Doctor who 
denounced 
Mao dies 

From Jonathan Mirsky 
IN HONG KONG 

DR LI ZHISUI. who was 
Chairman Mao Tse-tungs 
doctor for almost 22 years and 
the author of an account of his 
patient that portrayed him as 
a monster, has died in Chica¬ 
go. He was 75. 

His memoir. The Private 
Ufe of Chairman Mao, pub¬ 
lished last year, was de¬ 
nounced in Peking as a sheer 
fabrication". Internationally, 
it was praised as a unique 
insider's account of a dictator. 

The book describes Mao as 
a man of revolting habits, a 
voracious sexual appetite, and 
minimal loyalty to his oldest 
comrades. “Mao never said a 
word about the suffering of ms 
neopie to me." Dr U recalled 
last year. “The word regret 
was not in his vocabulary " 

Dr Li became Mao's person¬ 
al doctor at the age of 35. 
From 1955. he kept diaries on 
Mao’s activities, but burned 
40 of them at the start of the 
Cultural Revolution m two. 
fn 1977, a vear after Maos 
death, he began reconstruct¬ 
ing them. He wanted the book 

to serve "as a reminder of the 

terrible consequences oi 
Mao's dictatorship" 



A Palestinian woman tries to prevent the arrest of her son during dashes in Hebron 


Critic of 
Arafat 
arrested 
in Gaza 

Jerusalem: A prominent Pal¬ 
estinian human rights lawyer 
was arrested in the autono¬ 
mous Gaza Strip yesterday 
shortly after his organisation 
denounced an order by Yassir 
Arafat, chief of the Palestin¬ 
ian Authority, ro set up Egyp- 
tian-styie military courts to try 
Islamic militants (Christo¬ 
pher Walker writes). 

The midnight detention of 
Raji Sourani. director of the 
respected Gaza Centre for 
Rights and Law. came only 
days after the publication of 
the first independent report 
on the conduct of Mr .Arafat's 
self-rule government. It con- 
finned suspicions that ii 
would be swift to follow the 
autocratic internal security 
policies familiar elsewhere in 
the Arab world. 

Mr Sourani. 4). a recipient 
of the Robert F. Kennedy 
Memorial Award for Human 
Rights, defended .Arab detain¬ 
ees and condemned the ex¬ 
cesses of the Israeli forces 
during their occupation. 
Khaled Kidreh, the chief Pal¬ 
estinian prosecutor, claimed 
yesterday that he was arrested 
for inciting opposition against 
the 24-member Palestinian 
Authority. 

The arrest came on the eve 
of today’s crucial summit 
between Mr .Arafat and Yii- 
zltak Rabin, the Israeli Prime 
Minster, who will demand 
that the Palestinian police 
intensifies the dampdown 
against suspected terrorists. 


Militant Hebron 
rabbi held on 
eve of memorial 

From Christopher Walker in Jerusalem 


DOZENS of Israeli police in 
the Palestinian dry of Hebron 
yesterday arrested Rabbi 
Moshe Levinger. the founder 
of the Jewish settlement move¬ 
ment. He was held less than 
24 hours after Yitzhak Rabin, 
the Prime Minister, de¬ 
nounced as “incitement to 
murder" support for the per¬ 
petrator of last year's massa¬ 
cre of 29 Muslims in a masque 
in the city. 

Mr Rabin was addressing a 
Knesset committee as a wave 
of revulsion spread through 
many sections of Israeli soci¬ 
ety at plans by Hebron senlers 
and other extreme right-wing 
Jews to hold a number of 
memorial services in honour 
of Baruch Goldstein, who 
carried out the massacre last 
February. 

Shortly before dawn yester¬ 
day. Rabbi Levinger. his wife 
Miriam, 60. and five other 
Jews were arrested as they 
pelted police with eggs and 
stones. The police, supported 
by soldiers, had arrived to 
take Mrs Levinger to court to 
face charges of assault. Those 
arrested are among the 400 
Jews living in the" heart of 
Hebron under heavy military 
guard. 

Settlers claimed that "pre¬ 
ventive arrests" were being 
made for political reasons in 
advance of today's planned 
first memorial rally at 
Goldstein’s grave in the settle¬ 
ment of Kiryat Arba. overlook¬ 


ing Hebron. Uri Dromi. chief 
spokesman for the. Israeli 
Government said: “Most ordi¬ 
nary' Israelis are ashamed by 
these attempts to honour a 
mass murderer. When these 
people claim that in every Jew 
there is a little Goldstein', they 
are not only wrong, they are 
defying everything that is 
sacred and important in 
Judaism." 

But Noam Amon. a senlers’ 
leader, accused the Labour 
Government of using the de¬ 
tentions to incite the Israeli 
public against the Hebron 
settlements and to pace the 
way for dismantling them. 
This more has repeatedly 
been demanded by Palestin¬ 
ian leaders but rejected by Mr 
Rabin. 

Rabbi Levinger who has 
often symbolised the settler 
movement, originally defied 
the Government by seniing in 
Hebron, which is holy to both 
Jews and Muslims, in 196S. 
He once killed an .Arab in 
Hebron's market when he 
fired wildly in response to the 
stoning of "his car. For this he 
served” five months in prison 
in 1991. 

Yesterday the city remained 
tense in the wake of Tuesdaj *s 
first anniverary of the massa¬ 
cre by the Islamic calendar. 
Burning barricades were 
again set up by Palestinian 
youths and an Israeli soldier 
was wounded in a stoning 
anack. 
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Protest to 
China by 
Manila 

Peking: President Ramos said 
yesterday that the Philippines 
was lodging a protest over 
China's alleged building of 
security structures on some 
shoals claimed by Manila in 
the disputed Spratly Islands 
group (James Pringle writes). 

The President ordered a 
strengthening of military and 
naval forces in the area, 
including increased surveil¬ 
lance of the reef occupied by 
China, but indicated that his 
Government would exhaust 
all peaceful means of resolv¬ 
ing what he called the “emerg¬ 
ing crisis around the Mischief 
Reef". 

64 die in Taiwan 
restaurant blaze 

Taipei: At least 64 people were 
killed and 11 injured yesterday 
when fire swept a two-storey 
restaurant in the central Tai¬ 
wanese city of Taichung, 60 
miles south of here, police 
said. 

More than 40 bodies were 
found on the second floor of 
the restaurant, w'hich also 
operated a karaoke bar. Police 
said the fire was caused by an 
explosion in the bar and that 
there was no fire escape. State 
radio said the restaurant was 
operating illegally. (AFP) 

London to open 
Tbilisi embassy 

London: After welcoming 
Eduard Shevardnadze, the 
Georgian leader, to lunch at 
Downing Street, John Major 
yesterday announced that 
Britain is to open an embassy 
in Tbilisi later this year (Mich¬ 
ael Binyon writes). The For¬ 
eign Office also announced 
that embassies would also be 
opened in two other former 
Soviet republics: Armenia and 
Turkmenistan. 

Photograph, page 24 
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Bag of money 

Tel Aviv. A Palestinian univer¬ 
sity student, above, conceals 
his identity' with a plastic bag 
as he picks up a £1.29 million 
cheque from the lottery office 
here yesterday It was the first 
ticket that the 24-year-old from 
the poor Gaza Strip had ever 
bought. His good fortune ap¬ 
peared in doubt last week 
when he was unable to get a 
permit to enier Israel after an 
Islamic suicide raid. (Reuter) 



Sankey 
15ins 
Electric 
Propagator 
12 W. 

£14" 


Sankey 

14ms 

Unheated 

Propagator 

£1’" 


Sankey 
14lns 

Seed Trays 
Pack of 3 trays 
(while stocks lastly 

rj 2 9 

JLm I per pack 



B&Q Value Packs 
Summer Flowering Bulbs 

Pack of 30 Mixed Freesias, size 5/6cms, 
Pack of 10 Mixed Lilium, size 12/14cms, 
Pack of 30 Large Flowering Gladioli, 
size 10/12cms, 

Pack of 30 Butterfly Gladioli, 
size 8/1 Ocms, 

Pack of 40 Mixed Dutch Iris, size 7/8cms 

£<159 

per pack 






B&Q Onion Sets 
Stuttgarter Giant, 
Turbo or Sturon 
varieties. 500gms 
(size 10/2 Terns). 




B&Q Quality Seeds 
40 x vegetable 
varieties, 

65 x flower 
varieties. 



per pack 



Shamrock 

John Innes __ —^ 
Seed Compost 


6 Litre Bag. 


per bag 


OPENING HOURS 

Monday to Saturday Bam to 8pm. 
Sunday Most stores in England and 
Wall* 10am to 4pm (where pwminedt. 
Scotland and Northern Ireland 9am 
to 6pm. (Ballymena closed Sundayi. 


B&Q Shallot Sets 
Red Shallots or 
Golden Gourmet 
varieties. 500gms, 
(size 10/15cms or 
10/14cms). 

£p 9 

mtm I pack 


BRITAIN'S BIGGEST D.I.Y CHAIN 
FreeeaH 0500 300150 
FOR YOUR NEAREST STORE 


Frices applicable at B&Q Supercentres. 
Sizes shown are approximate. 
Offers subject lo availability, please— 
'phone to check before travelling. 
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‘This programme will enable us to face up to the tremendous challen ges waiting for ^ 


Santer gives pledge on 
democracy for Europe 


“The aim in this programme is 
to meet the imperatives of 
subsidiarity, transparency 
and effective Community deci¬ 
sion-making, to enhance the 
democratic status of its institu¬ 
tions and to work in confi¬ 
dence with our citizens. 

The Union is entering a 
decisive stage in its develop¬ 
ment This programme will 
enable us to face up to tremen¬ 
dous challenges waiting for us 
as we prepare to enter the 21st 
century." 

ECONOMY 

A fully operational large mar¬ 
ket is a prerequisite for eco¬ 
nomic expansion. The single 
market's legal and adminis¬ 
trative framework needs rein¬ 
forcement: "action on 
taxation” is a priority. 

Strict observance of the 
rules calls for initiatives in the 
following areas: “Practical ap¬ 
plication of the principle of the 
elimination of border con¬ 
trols": recasting laws on right 
of residence in other EU 
states; mutual recognition of 
professional qualifications; 
“follow-up” action on plural¬ 
ism and concentration in the 
media; harmonisation of copy¬ 
right law: insurance company 
supervision: co-ordination of 
pension fund rules; regulation 
of financial conglomerates: 
completion of VAT co-opera¬ 
tion system; harmonisation of 
excise duties: carbon tax. 

Nine directives are sail in 
the works: European com¬ 
pany statute, creation of Com- 
munity designs, 

harmonisation of laws on 
designs, minimum conditions 
for lawyers, cross-frontier pay¬ 
ments. data protection, 
database protection. “VAT on 
the carriage of persons” and 
social security for migrant 
workers. A White Paper will 
be presented in June 
summarising how East Euro¬ 
pean countries can align their 
laws with EU market rules. 

COMPETITION 

The Commission wants a “lev¬ 
el playing field” for the free 
operation of market mecha¬ 
nisms. “Competitiveness will 
not be achieved without rigor¬ 
ous control of government 


Extracts from the 1995 “Work 
Programme ” issued yesterday by the 
European Commission and presented to 
the European Parliament by Jacques 
Santer, the Commission President 


subsidies to ensure that mem¬ 
ber states do not reintroduce 
protectionist measures that 
give an unfair advantage to 
businesses operating on their 
territory.” Work will begin on 
revising merger control laws. 

The Commission will step 
up co-operation with national 
authorities to ensure competi¬ 
tion rules are enforced. Indus¬ 
trial competitiveness requires 
promotion of trade in 
invisibles, cross-border indus¬ 
trial co-operation, reinforce¬ 
ment of competitiveness 
against global rivals, and a 
modernised industrial role for 
public authorities. Proposals 
for legislation are described as 
“implementation of a pro¬ 
gramme of Community action 
to promote competitiveness”, 
rAction programmes” do not 
usually involve new EU laws). 
Debates will be launched on 
industrial co-operation with 
Eastern Europe, and joint 
projects on information tech¬ 
nology, among others. 

fMf^&YMENT; 

The Commission will work 
towards a system of monitor¬ 
ing job creation in EU states 
“analogous” to the surveil¬ 
lance already set up to check 
on economic convergence to¬ 
wards a single currency. 
Unions and management 
must be fully involved. There 
will be new initiatives to re¬ 
examine the [advisory] Stand¬ 
ing Committee for Employ¬ 
ment and redesign two 
employment research pro¬ 
grammes. 

SMALL FIRMS 

The Commission will continue 
to help with access to finance 
and public contracts, cross- 
border cooperation and 
money from EU funds. Initia¬ 
tives: a consultative document 
on the legal definition of small 
businesses, to lead to non¬ 


binding rules for treatment by 
governments. Second action 
plan for tourism. Already 
pending: tourism statistics di¬ 
rective. rules on cooperatives. 


Money for poorer regions 
should help to prepare them 
for the changes to be brought 
about by a single currency. 
Cross-border co-operation 
with EU neighbours to east 
and south is important. New 
initiatives: spending £200 mil¬ 
lion in Northern Ireland in 
1995-7, focusing on groups in 
greatest need and being even- 
handed between the two 
communities. 


Action on interconnection and 
inter-operability between nat¬ 
ional transport networks and 
energy grids. Finance and 
public-private partnership 
have to be set up for 14 projects 
agreed at last year's EU sum¬ 
mit Proposals are pending 
before the European Parlia¬ 
ment. A plan for pan-Euro¬ 
pean telecommunications 
networks will be developed. 


f DEVELOPMENT I 

In-depth discussions will be 
held with governments and 
tite European Parliament on 
scientific co-operation across 
borders. R&D funding to 
Austria, Finland and Sweden 
will be expanded. A three-year 
extension of the nuclear fusion 
project due to expire in 1996 
will be discussed. The EU will 
join the Council of Europe 
Bioethics Convention. There 
will be debates on information 
superhighways, joint projects 
for the cars, trains and planes 
of the future, education soft¬ 


ware and environment tech¬ 
nologies. A Green Paper will 
be produced on helping inven¬ 
tors and innovators who run 
small businesses. 

“Vocational training lies at 
the heart of the Commission's 
preoccupations"■ Main initia¬ 
tives: none listed. Proposals 
pending: derision on “Euro¬ 
pean year of Education and 
lifelong Training" in 1996; 
new “Socrates” programme, 
Youth for Europe Programme 
III. The Commission will issue 
a White Paper on education 
and training towards the year 
2000. a Green Paper on inter¬ 
national job swaps and devel¬ 
op a pilot project on teachers 
and curricula in universities.” 

".^ITORMAnON :" ;! 

"The construction of the infor¬ 
mation society must benefit 
ail citizens l" Regulation of 
telecommunications is a key 
priority. Proposals will be 
issued for common rules for 
postal services. liberalisation 
of voice telephony, ensuring 
access to and connections be¬ 
tween networks and harmon¬ 
ising licensing procedures. 
The Commission will aim at 
Community policy and action 
for the information content 
industry (Le. electronic pub¬ 
lishing} and action towards 
the “multilingual information 
society". Proposals already 
pending: recognition of satel¬ 
lite television licences, dev¬ 
elopment of mobile phone 
networks, standards for ad¬ 
vanced television and data 
protection. Implementing poli¬ 
cies: “telerities” and “tele¬ 
work” projects, inter-opera¬ 
bility of hardware and soft¬ 
ware, taking forward Green 
Paper on mobile phones. 

ENERGY 

Main action: enforcing single 
market in electricity and natu¬ 
ral gas. Initiatives: energy¬ 
saving programmes, urban 
energy planning, agreement 
with Russia on nuclear safe¬ 
guards. EU-US agreement on 
nuclear energy and waste. 


SALE ENDS SOON 


Multiyork upholstery is unlike any other -beautifully 
handmade in an unrivalled range of luxurious styles. 

Sofas, armchairs and sola beds, in a choice of sizes 
and comfort levels. All with hardwood frames and steel 
springs, and with a 10 year construction guarantee. 

All our covers are fully removable, and with 


thousands of beautiful fabrics to choose from you can 
change the look of your suite whenever you please. 

Our upholstery has always been exceptional value, 
and our interest free credit terms make choosing even 
easier. Our fantastic Sale Offers mean better value than 
ever. But hurry - die Sale must end soon! 




■ ;p| 


:.q 


.-.Uj ^ 







All our covers are beautifully tailored to 
fit, yet hilly removable for cleaning or to 
update your suite with your decor. 


SAVEF %1000 

ON SELECTED STAR BUY SUITES. 

INTEREST FREE CREDIT AVAILABLE* 



THE LINCOLN SUITE. Large sofa, two 
armchairs, in Empire Stripe fabric.*’ 
OUR LIST PRICE 

STAR BUY PRICE £1995- SAVE £1111 




N 

A.. '-**VT' 

STAR BUY 


T * » » * * 


SAVE £10-t Z 
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Originally 20% off, now 
an extra 5% off most 
reproduction furniture in 
oak, cherry, mahogany 
and yew. 
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THE CARLTON SUITE Large sofa, two 

armchairs in August fabric. 

OUR UST PRICE S&57 
STAR BUY PRICE £1595. SAVE £1042. 


I 


Yisfc your local Multiyork showroom. Open dafly to WOpm. Saturday to 6pm. Sunday lQJQam lo •toOpm. % — s. 

Southampton fate m g h l Oparin* Thursday and Friday onta 8.00pm. 
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Jacques Santer addressing the European Parliament in Strasbourg yesterday 


ENVIRONMENT 


exhaust emissions and boost¬ 
ing national civil protection 
plans for natural disasters. 
Backlog of proposals already 
promised: access to informa¬ 
tion on environmental risks, 
air quality, radiation protec¬ 
tion. volatile organic com¬ 
pounds. Seventeen draft 
directives await derision. 
These include: a carbon tax: 
excavator noise emissions: 
landfill; protection again st 
ionising radiation: integrated 
pollution control: packaging 
of dangerous substances: wat¬ 
er quality: revision of bathing 
water standards: air quality- 
information system and ex¬ 
change; farm imports after the 
Chernobyl accident and revi¬ 
sion of drinking water 
directive. 

| - AGRICULTURE 

Market re-organisation plan¬ 
ned in; cotton, fruit and veg, 
rice, beekeeping, wine and 
sugar. The Commission will 
prepare “by end of 1995” a 
study on developing agricul¬ 
tural links with east European 
states before they join EU. 
Animal transport question to 
be addressed by Council. 


] 

FISHERIES 

[ 


POLICY 



"The problems to be tackled 
are the chronic surplus capac¬ 
ity of European fishing fleets, 
the frequent threat to re¬ 
sources and certain crises ...” 
Measures: rules for access to 
Atlantic waters, prices and 
"total allowable catches” for 
1996. compensation for loss of 
trade and jobs. 

TRANSPORT 


Legislative proposals: ferry 
safety, ships' equipment. 
Community driving licence, 
training for drivers of danger¬ 
ous cargoes, cross-border liai¬ 
son on railways, qualifications 
for road hauliers, trade on 
canals, airline passengers' 
rights, aircrew training, nego¬ 
tiations on co-operation with 
eastern Europe. 

Proposals pending: inter¬ 
operability of high-speed 
trains, ground handling of 
aircraft'risk prevention in 
transport of dangerous goods, 
rules on lorry weights and 
tachographs, port-stale con¬ 
trol. negotiations with Switzer¬ 
land. A Green Paper will 
appear on rhe “people's net¬ 
work" of “multi-modal pas¬ 
senger transport”. 


SOCIAL 

New employment measures 
on: portable pensions, help for 
national schemes for rite elder¬ 
ly. health and safety promo¬ 
tion. Proposals pending: 
posting of workers (abroad), 
health and safety directives. 
Implementation of agreed pol¬ 
icies wifi include: action 
against racism and xenopho¬ 
bia, programme to help the 
disabled and setting up of a 
Health and Safety Agency in 
Bilbao. 

Equal opportunities initia¬ 
tive due on: occupational so¬ 
cial security schemes. Unions 
and management are being 
consulted on a draft directive 
affecting the burden of proof 
at industrial tribunals. 

On health, the Commission 
awaits derision on tobacco 
advertising, intends to pro¬ 
voke debate on blood safety. 
Consumer policy will focus on 
settlement of disputes involv¬ 
ing consumers, guarantees 
and after-sales service and 
clarity of Labels and prices. 

"Every effort will be made to 
prepare for the transition to 
the third stage [of economic 
and monetary unionI on Jan¬ 


uary l, 1997". Main piposais 
are guidelines for national 
economic policies ail Green 
paper on transition o single 
currency, manitbrin .pf nat¬ 
ional economies- i 

"Bringing the Unioirloser to 
ordinary people anartiaking 
ordinary people biqr in¬ 
formed about the Urin ate 
among the Comtksion's 
prime concerns." ■. f 

Initiatives will sauce*- 
training scheme foilmedia 
professionals, consrvation 
schemes for Europen heri¬ 
tage. Green Paper n new- 
audiovisual media. 

r 

"The Union must ensre inter¬ 
nal security in a frotierfree 
area when the cotzois at 
internal frontiers hx been 
removed, in order 6 prevent 
crime from demostrating 
both its will and its coadty to 
exploit weaknesses in the 
Union's defences." 

'Hie Commission fll press 
states to agree a convntion on 
the EU’s external bcder and 
matching common pies for 
entry by. non-EU caens. Lt,£^ 
will also press for Ians for ~ 
the fight against frad. 


Machinery for “coitnon for¬ 
eign and security alicy" re¬ 
quires clarifying. .Ti Council 
of Ministers, the svnation 
Western European Jnion and 
the Commission shjld create 
a “central caparity'O analyse 
risks and threals > the EU. 
The Commission \fi look at 
the future integraim of for¬ 
eign policy in th light of 
“major geopoliticathifts". 

Trade policy wl concen¬ 
trate on making the new 
World Trade Otanisation 
work properly. Aioolicy will 
concentrate on ajeeing the 
rules for a “generated system 
of p references" anion setting 
up a quality contrcscheme. 

White Papers wiappear on 
adapting East Eunean laws 
to the single rrrket and 
extending EU £arr subsidies 
to the east. In thelediterra- 
nean, the Commsion will 
prepare a ministeal confer¬ 
ence on EU-Mederranean 
relations, indudin prepara¬ 
tion for the meirership of 
Malta and Cyprus. 

Agreements or nuclear 
trade and safety se needed A 
with former Sovietepublics. “ 
An upgraded trac.and co¬ 
operation deal wh South 
Africa should be ampleted 
this year. 


HM 


Improved access o docu¬ 
ments. Commissii to be 
more responsive i public 
demand and need of user. 
Legislation overhen by 
events simplified, cnsolidat¬ 
ed. Measures to exude firms 
or organisations (frauding 
EU budget strengthied. 


New technology 
ends spies’ ancient 
decoding rituals 

By Eve-Ann Prentice diplomatic correspondent 


THE days when British intel¬ 
ligence agents and diplomats 
pored over books of ciphers 
and codes when sending 
secret messages to one 
another are finally over. 

New technology has ended 
a system which decades of 
Cold War Communists could 
not break. The slow, painstak¬ 
ing system of coding and 
decoding, known as “book 
and pad” involved a huge 
amount of arithmetic a top- 
security manual of ciphers 
and a code-book. It had. 
however, been increasingly 
used as a back-up system to 
new ht-ted) electronic meth¬ 
ods of encryption. 

Now it has been abandoned 
altogether, the Foreign Office 
said yesterday, “because of 
the wonderful new technol¬ 
ogy". The “book and pad" 
system involved calculating 
groups of numbers from col¬ 
umns of numerals in the 
cipher manual. These were 
then matched against a code- 
book. Half the code-book 
listed numbers with their 
meanings alongside — 4793 = 
From London, for instance — 
while the other half of die 
book showed the phrases with 
their numbers next to them — 
From London 3 4793. 

However, after all the secre¬ 
cy, encoded messages were 
often then sent via telex 
machines at post offices, a 
diplomatic source said. “I 
was in one place where the 
post office was opposite the 
Russian Consulate," he said. 
“We had a new driver and I 
gave bun two outgoing mes¬ 
sages. I later received a tele¬ 
phone call from the Russian 
Consul saying he had re¬ 


ceived the messages and sent 
them on to the post office.” 

British spies and diplomats 
tended to love or loathe the 
old system, which fell into 
disuse about a year ago. The 
last outpost of its practice was 
Ulan Bator, capital of Mongo¬ 
lia- “Little old ladies working 
in dusty offices all over rbe 
world knew a lot or the codes 
by heart One was known as 
Bridget the Digit.” said one 
diplomatic cource. “Some 
people were hooked on it. 
Learning it was like going 
back to school. The code-book 
was very quaint and referred 
to Austro-Hungary and the 
like.” Some of the hand- 
encrypted messages became 
Foreign Office legends. “Your 
telegram reached me late 
which is fortunate since, had 
it reached me in tune. I would 
have been forced to disregard 
it” said one. 

The cryptographic mental¬ 
ity has caused its share of 
misunderstandings. Niels 
Bohr, the Danish phycicist 
managed to send a message to 
friends in England shortly 
after the Germans occupied 
his country. He assured his 
friends he was well and j 
added: “Please inform Cock- | 
roft and Maud Ray, Kent” , 
The message was mistakenly 
thought to be in cipher and 
was eventually “decoded" to 
mean “make uranium day 
and night". 

Maud Ray was in fact Dr 
Bohr’s English governess, 
and her name was subse¬ 
quently given to the Maud 
Committee which advised the 
British Government in 1940 
that a nudear fission bomb 
could be made. 
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OVERSEAS NEWS 15 




Hurd condemns 

haphazard’ EU 

j*id programmes 


B\ Michael Bin yon. diplomatic 

BRTI JN is forced to spend so 
mucl of its foreign aid budget 
on sK ?py and disjointed Euro- 


■ , - 
“ : If __ 


- J-UiU] 

peon Jnion programmes that 
it ha« ess money available for 
direci British help to develop¬ 
ing c untries. Douglas Hurd 
said j steiday. 

singing anack on 
dimi e"a id “haphazard” EU 
progr mn es. the Foreign Sec¬ 
retary xiii ted to the inefficien¬ 
cy an la k of co-ordination 
betwe n \ irious EU aid pro¬ 
gram! H 2 s, "There is food aid 
and there is emergency aid 
These are all run by different 
parts of t e Commission and 
now by ft ir separate commis¬ 
sioners." le said. “The EU's 
program! es suffer from hav¬ 
ing grow haphazard. No one 
would hi e set out to design 
them in t e current form." 

□early voicing the frustra¬ 
tion of th Overseas Develop¬ 
ment A( ninistration at its 
inability o ensure this cash 
was pro rriy spent, he said 
the risin proportion of the 
British f ogramme going to 
multilatt al aid. and "the con¬ 
sequent queeze on bilateral 
aid “has lor been a matter of 
choice". 

Mr F lrd conceded that 
multilatt al aid had some 
advamaj s: ir could mobilise 
finance >r large infrastruc¬ 
ture pro cts: and it could set 
the fran work for countries 
undertal ng reform in a way 
impossit: for bilateral do¬ 
nors. Bu he said that because 
of comm merits to multilater¬ 
al aid. It s money was avail¬ 
able for assistance that was 
recognis bly British. 

The ft test growth was in 
EU proi ammes. These now 


accounted for a quarter of all 
British aid. and the proportion 
is set to rise to over 40 per cent 
by 1998. "We have to limit the 
erosion of our bilateral aid. 
That is why Britain will in 
future be makinu a reduced 
contribution to the European 
Development Fund." 

Mr Hurd's speech to the 
Overseas Development Insti¬ 
tute is his first on foreign aid 
for five years, and signals a 
clear government concern that 
in overseas aid. as in other 
fields. British sovereignty over 
policy and spending has been 
ceded to Brussels.' He also 
called inin question the entire 
basis of the Lom£ Convention, 
which gives privileged access 
of exports to the ~EU from 
African. Cam bean and Pacific 
countries. 

He suggested that the Con¬ 
vention — originally an ar¬ 
rangement to help former 
French colonies in Africa — 
had outlived its usefulness. 
Rethinking had already be¬ 
gun. thanks to British initia¬ 
tive. .And in a reference to the 
long-standing clash over EU 
banana imports, he added: “It 
makes no sense to help coun¬ 
tries through Community aid 
while hindering them by plac¬ 
ing restrictions on their 
exports." 

Without naming the eff¬ 
icient British Know-How 
Fund. Mr Hurd also high¬ 
lighted the contrast between 
tins and the large sums of 
money' spent by the EU in 
Eastern Europe and the for¬ 
mer Soviet Union. He spoke of 
his lack of confidence in the 
real impact of such pro¬ 
grammes. Insisting that Brit- 


EDITOR 

ain had a good aid record and 
its purpose was not in ques¬ 
tion. he said overseas develop¬ 
ment was in Britain's own 
interest: 25 years ago the Asian 
“tigers" depended heavily on 
international aid; now South- 
East Asia bought £5 billion of 
British exports each year. 

But aii aid projects “must 
have demonstration value: 
they must be replicable". He 
predicted that in future donor 
countries would have to pay 
far more attention to two 
factors: conflict in developing 
countries, and the need for 
good government and ac¬ 
countable democracy. 

On making aid dependent 
on good government, he insist¬ 
ed that this meant more than 
ensuring democratic account¬ 
ability. “It means fighting the 
corruption, it means tackling 
crime and the spreading nar¬ 
cotics trade. It means encour¬ 
aging respect for human 
righLs. Our aid programme is 
working in all these areas." 



President Walesa admires a 
bust of himself presented by 
Mariej Romans Bombicki. 
the head of the Lowca pub¬ 
lishing house In Warsaw. 
The inscription reads: To 
Mr President Lech Walesa, 
symbol of Solidarity and 
founder of die Hurd Repub¬ 
lic of Poland." Last night (he 
PresidenL who brought 


Head of state’s approval 


down his left-wing Govern¬ 
ment. was told by Jozef 
Oleksy, the Lower House 
Speaker and prospective 
Prime Minister, that the 
coalition expected to present 
its new Cabinet for parlia¬ 
ment's approval in two 


weeks' lime. Mr Oleksy de¬ 
clined to give the names of 
proposed ministers, saying 
candidates for the posts still 
had to be discussed by the 
coalition members, the' Pol¬ 
ish Peasant Party and the 
Democratic Left Alliance. 


However, a senior leader of 
the coalition said that 
Grzegorz Kolodko. the Fi¬ 
nance Minister, and Wies- 
law Kaczmarek. the Privat¬ 
isation Minister, are most 
likely retain their posts. 

The Sejm will most proba¬ 
bly vote on the new Cabinet 
at' its next session in a 
fortnight (Reuter) 


Balladur 

rivals 
give chase 

From Charles Bremner 

IN PARIS 

THE smiles have worn thin 
among Edouard Bahadur's 
campaign team over the past 
two days as the Gaullist Prime 
Minister has stumbled in his 
stately stroll towards the 
French presidency. 

Three opinion polls have 
confirmed that M Balladur 
has lost momentum ten weeks 
before the first round of the 
two-stage elections. One poll 
even showed that Lionel 
Jospin, the Socialist candidate, 
could eclipse him in the first 
round. Jacques Chirac, the 
Prime Minister's Gaullist ri¬ 
val. has also clawed back 
some public esteem. 

M Jospin, 57. a surprisingly 
aggressive campaigner, was 
given a further boost yester¬ 
day with news that Jacques 
Delors, the Euro-statesman 
who refused the Socialist Par¬ 
ty's candidature, had agreed 
to head his campaign. 

M Balladur would still 
stroll 10 victory in the second 
round against either M Jospin 
or M Chirac, according to the 
new polls, which were carried 
out before the Prime Minister 
formally launched his cam¬ 
paign on Monday. 


Fiii renounces parly’s 
1 nks with Fascism 
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{(Italy's National Alli- 
Ihich recently re- 
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spoke in London 
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By MichaelBinyon 


Thenjwas tight security for 
«ing organised by the 
l statute of Intemation- 
s. which had to b? 
om its normal site in 
x House. Members of 
it Nazi League, the So- 
Nforkers Party and the 
ism Alliance sur- 
| the building, protest- 
presence of a man 
of propounding 


aduse 


tiie philosophy of Mussolini. 
Signor Fmi, on a two-day 
private visit made it dear that 
he did not consider his party, 
which was in coalition with 
the recent Berlusconi Govern¬ 
ment. in any way still tainted 
by Fasdsra. He insisted that 
tiie National Alliance had 
turned its back on the corpo- 
ratist economic model es¬ 
poused by the old Italian 
Soda! Movement, which was 
largely a nostalgic group that 
still revered Mussolini. 

Signor Fini insisted that his 
party was a forward-looking 
European party that believed 
in market economics and a 
democratic constitution. He 
supported Italy playing a foil 
role in the European Union, 
though he was lukewarm 
about monetary union. 
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Speaking for the Speaker 

V y MALCOIM CLARKE 



Martin Fletcher 

reports on the 
unlikely English- 
born mouthpiece 
of Newt 
Gingrich 


H e was bom in 
Hampstead. His 
father was Chur¬ 
chill's accountant. 
He became a Hollywood child 
actor and later a Reagan 
White House aide. It has been 
a long and circuitous journey, 
b-r Tony Blankley has finally 
ached his destination. As 
..dviser and press secretary to 
Newt Gingrich, this colourful 

Englishman is now a key 
player in the new American 
revolution. 

Mr Blankley has one of the 
country’s tougher roles — 
spokesman for the most garru¬ 
lous Speaker in memory, de¬ 
fender of a man the media love 
to hate, chief explainer of the 
inexplicable Mewl and sweep¬ 
er-up of all his broken 
crockery. 

He also appears a highly 
unlikely man for the job. He is 
scarcely a Gingrichian “angry 
white male", or typical revolu¬ 
tionary. He is a celebrated bon 
viveur. a gifted violinist and 
cook, whose home is an 11-acre 
estate on Washington’s wood¬ 
ed fringe. 

Amid Capitol Hill’s grey 
suits this sybarite stands out 
like some slightly eccentric 
British character actor. His 
stout figure is always elegantly 
clad, a distinctly un-American 
handkerchief protruding from 
the top pocket of his expensive 
double-breasted blazer. He 
smokes. He keeps fine wine in 
his office, just down a heavily- 
guarded corridor from Newt’s. 
On the walls are paintings of 
two lovely maenads, female 
Bacchanalians he calls “my 
hussies". 

In a rich. half-English voice 
he alludes frequently to British 
greats, and is one of those rare 
spokesmen who use language 
to embellish, not deaden what 
they have to say. Newt is a 
“singular fellow, an odd com¬ 
bination of visionary and tacti¬ 
cian and in that sense a tad 
like Gandhi". He began a 
letter to the Washington Fast: 
"1 am outraged to the point of 
spluttering incoherence ...” 



Tony Blankley. bon viveur. violinist and cook; he says he has “the dream job... It is like conducting a graduate seminar in the middle of a prize fight” 


For breakfast on his first 
day as Speaker. Mr Gingrich 
consumed “coffee, black, and 
banana, yellow". 

But Mr Blankley is actually 
in heaven. For a history’ buff 
with a taste for bloodsport his 
is “almost the dream job... It 
is like conducting a graduate 
seminar in the middle of a 
prize fight. One moment you 
are discussing 19th-century 
charitable giving, the next you 
are counterpunching some vi¬ 
cious {Democratic] statement." 

Mr Blankley was three 
when his father, a Price 
Waterhouse accountant weary 
of post-war Britain's “pow¬ 
dered eggs", moved to Los 
Angeles in 1951. He became a 
financial officer for Columbia 
Pictures, and when a director 
needed a cute boy for a bread 
commercial he proposed his 
son. 
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Young Tony soon had an 
agent. For several years he 
appeared in shows like Lassie. 
His last part was in Hum¬ 
phrey Bogart's The Harder 
They Fall. Bogart was dying of 
cancer. Mr Blankley observes 
with mock pomposity: “Bogey 
and I made our last film 
together." 

He ceased acting as his 
cuteness faded and his parents 
r ealis ed most child actors end¬ 
ed up on drugs. Mr Blankley 
became addicted to politics 
instead, hooked at 15 by a 
meeting with Barry 
Goldwater. 

He studied law. spent eight 
years as a Californian prose¬ 
cutor. and helped Ronald Rea¬ 
gan’s campaigns for governor 
and President Reagan sug¬ 
gested that he went to Wash¬ 
ington. which he did. TVe had 
three careers — acting, law 
and politics — and I’ve not 
found a reputable one yet" 

He had no wish to join the 
Bush administration because 
irge Bush was "Anthony 
iden to Ronald Reagan’s 
Churchill". As Mr Bush was 
being sworn in he and some 
White House colleagues drank 
“75s" — champagne. Coin¬ 
treau and cognac — in his 
office. He then tossed the fine 
crystal glasses into the fire¬ 
place. left, and a year later 
joined Mr Gingrich — “my 
kind of politician". 

Mr Blankley was stunned 
by the attention Mr Gingrich 



Child star in Cavalcade: Tony Blankley (left) in 1955 


attracted after the Republicans 
seized Congress last Novem¬ 
ber. The media were “the full 
herd in thunder". Staid audi¬ 
ences were seized by a “mob 
mentality". He was receiving 
2.000 press calls daily as Mr 
Gingrich lurched from one 
furore to another — over his 
$4.5 million book contract, his 
choice of House historian, his 


disparagement of the Clin¬ 
tons. 

The barrage of negative 
publicity hit Mr Gingrich's 
ratings and diverted attention 
from his legislative agenda. 
But recently. Mr Blankley 
claims, “we have done a pretty 
good job of avoiding making 
the kind of news we were". 

The two men are now seek¬ 


ing to “educate" journalists. 
They certainly see a hostile 
“liberal media elite" in New 
York head offices, but accuse 
regular journalists of igno¬ 
rance more than malice. They 
are “not liberal but conven¬ 
tional, and the convention for 
the past 40 years has been 
liberal. Many reporters don’t 
understand the conservative 
philosophy. They think if 
you’re against regulation 
you Ye in favour of bad corpo¬ 
rations hurting good people." 
says Mr Blankley. Typically, 
he invokes Cromwell'S appeal 
to Scottish Presbyterians: “I 
beseech you in the bowels of 
Christ think it possible you 
may be mistaken." 

Mr Gingrich needs a more 
sympathetic press. His Con¬ 
tract with America is sailing 
through the House. All ten 
Bills should be voted on by the 
93rd day. a week ahead of 
schedule, with only' two facing 
defeat. But the real battle wifi . 
occur between April and Au¬ 
gust when the Republicans 
start cutting a colossal $1200 
billion (£800 billion) to balance 
the budget by 2002. “It can be 
done technically, but can it be 
be done politically'? Every' 
interest in the country’ will be 
fighting for its programmes." 
warns this improbable British 
revolutionary. “But if we can 
design a package and hold the 
party together we will have 
accomplished something 
historic" 


T he public still rises to an anergagr 

I saw a body 
in the 



THE BODY lay face down 
in the gutter, twitching con¬ 
vulsively- Its head was dan¬ 
gerously close to the rear 
wheel of a parked car. I saw 
a leather jacket, blue jeans 
and matted blond hair. The 
instinct to turn and walk the 
other way was almost un¬ 
controllable. One part of the 
brain, on these occasions, 
tries to convince the other 
that it has not really seen 
what it has just seen. 

But the body was palpa¬ 
bly there, just five yards 
from me as I turned the 
comer. To ignore h was out 
of the question. As I ap¬ 
proached. I was overtaken 
by a young man with a 
rucksack on his back He 
knelt down beside the body, 
turned it over and hauled it 
on to the pavement. It was a 
boy. not more than 20, 1 
would say. His eyes were 
allied back, his breath came 
only in gurgles, and his 
colour, as I watched, turned 
from a sort of 
cement colour to 
blue. It looked to 
me as if he was 
dying. A thin 
trickle of blood 
began to pour 
from the side of 
his mouth. The 
young man in the 
r ucksack was per¬ 
fectly calm. “He’s 
taken a fit." he 

said. “I’ve had _ 

them myself. 

There’s no problem." He 
forced his fingers between 
the boy's teeth, reached into 
his mouth and pulled his 
tongue out from the back of 
his throat. Still holding the 
teeth open, he leant bade 
and waited. The breathing 
turned from a gurgle to a 
harsh panting, then to 
something approaching 
normality. 

1 noticed several things. 
Of the three or four people 
who passed every one came 
up to offer help and advice. 
Most of them had some¬ 
thing useful to say about 
epileptic fits, drugs or dia¬ 
betes. One of them looked 
for a bracelet or necklace 
which might have some 
medical details. A middle- 
aged woman came out of a 
pub offering water. 

Suddenly the boy lurched 
to his. feet, wild-eyed and 
staggering. He lurched to¬ 
wards our little group and 
took a swing at the woman 
from the pub. hitting her 
painfully on the jaw. We all 
backed off. Suddenly this 
had become what they call a 
life-threatening situation. 
Only then did I begin to 
think of Aids or hypodermic 
needles or knives. But there 
was remarkable calm from 
the three or four people still 
around. 

And then — the most 
unexpected sight of all — a 
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policeman, astride hir mo¬ 
torbike, moving in to offer 
help. An ambulance was 
called and the poficanan 
began to take notes. 

I realise that in file araals 
of street violence this rmks. 
at best, as a minor incMenL 
But given the fear of unpro¬ 
voked attacks by drug ad¬ 
dicts. muggers , or- the 
mentallylll justified into 
our TV-saturated Uws, I 
was struck by the raaffir-of- 
faa approach of all ihose 
involved. The woman,.by- 
now recovered, vas : con¬ 
cerned only about file boy. 
The young man, having 
given some detaik. to- the 
police and seen tie ambu¬ 
lance arrive, waked off. 
Only the fact that tie para¬ 
medic team who tiok over 
wore rubber glovs was a 
reminder of the asks we 
might have taken. 

But were they red risks, 
or are we so condi toned by 
horror stories tha it has 
become almost 
irresponsive to go 
to someore’s help 
rather thin sum¬ 
moning ;he ex¬ 
perts 4 - the 
doctors, jambn- 
lancemet or 
police? I hmk if 
we had in' that 
occasion. be boy 
might Veil be 
dead. 1 hiked to 

_ the Royal nfirma- 

ry in Ednburgh 
which received hin. and 
though they would lot give 
me any personal dtafls, I 
was assured he '/as all 
right The consulant to 
whom 1 spoke vos im¬ 
pressed by the wayhe had 
been looked after, though 
he said it would hate been 
better to have put um bn 
his side with his head tilted 
slightly backwards rather 
than forcing his teeti open: 

THE RISK of co m pet in g 
Aids was greatly exaggerat¬ 
ed, he said. There vas no 
recorded case of Hr infec¬ 
tion from mouth-tomouth 
resuscitation. The greatest 
danger in his experience 
was from passing ,£a§ic.. 
People who go to thqwip of 
others can become oEzvfous 
to what is happening 
around them. As to he risk 
of assault, his adyntwas. 
always to back, -away, 
though-he.-added Jht.the . 
great majority of jiolent 
episodes can be defied by 
what he called, “an jjppro- 
priate response” — " talk¬ 
ing normally to the xrson 
who is threatening y-u. 

The word normal eemed 
to sum it up. Whatl saw 
that morning was a group 
of people respond^ nor¬ 
mally to an abnorma situa¬ 
tion. There really shuld be 
nothing extraordinary 
about that. 


Julia Llewellyn Smith on the pensioners who find that life in the Open University begins at any age they Ike 


B y any standards. Nigel 
Bridge has had a distin¬ 
guished career. Now 
aged 77, he is a peer of the 
realm, a former senior law 
lord and an Honorary Fellow 
of Wolfson College. Cam¬ 
bridge. The only set of letters 
missing after his name is BA. 
because the man who sen¬ 
tenced the Birmingham Six 
never went to university. 

But now Lord Bridge is 
completing liis education by 
taking an Open University 
degree in mathematics, a sub¬ 
ject he last studied for School 
Certificate before the war. He 
started the degree in 1992 and 
plans to graduate by the year 
2000. when he will be 83. “My 
grandchildren will have de¬ 
grees of their own by then, but 
they will be there to see me." 
he says cheerfully. 

“We live and learn, but none 
the wiser get.” said the 17th- 
century clergyman John 
FomfreL but Lord Bridge and 
hundreds like him are deter¬ 
mined to prove him wrong. Of 
the most recent group of 6500 
Open University graduates. 
240 were older than 65, while 
more than 1.000 were aged 
between 51 and 60. 

Patrick Kelly of the Open 
University's Older Students 
Research Group says that, on 
average, the over-60s perform 
as well as. or better than, 
younger snidenLs. The older 


Well-matured students 


students often accept all the 
cliches about being forgetful 
and unable to cope as apply¬ 
ing to them. But, in fact there 
is every sign that the over-60s 
are able, bright and compe¬ 
tent.” 

Older students, says Mr 
Kelly, produce especially good 
work for their continuous as¬ 
sessments. which make up 50 
per cent of each course. Their 
downfall comes at exam time, 
"ft may have been 40 to 50 
years since they last sat an 
exam and they have forgotten 
the techniques. They also face 
very obvious physical draw¬ 
backs. such as slow handwrit¬ 
ing, which can let them 
down." 

It is precisely such physical 
decrepitude which spurs 
many students to preserve 
their mental fitness. Lord 
Bridge, who has seen some of 
his colleagues “go — in the 
vernacular — completely ga¬ 
ga” while still on the Bench, 
regards his degree as a kind of 
intellectual yoga. “So long as 
you exercise your mind and 
try to teach it something new. 
you are likely to stay sane." he 
says. “And mathematics 
makes you think about things 
in a completely different way. 
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Lord Bridge “My grandchildren will see me graduate** 
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It’s playing with a whole new 
set of concepts." He works for 
about five hours a day in the 
eariy part of the year, and 
doubles this before exams. At 
the moment he is studying 
number theory and mathe¬ 
matical logic: next year he will 
switch to statistics. “IU need a 
computer then," he says. 

The Rev Percy Cooper, 92, 
who graduated two years ago 
in history and cultural studies, 
says that a degree course gave 
his life a structure. “I enrolled 
when I was 85. because I had a 
lot of time on my hands. If you 
are by yourself you get hap- 
hazard about things, you read 
a bit here and a bit there. With 
the university you get some 
form of demanding discipline, 
you work to a timetable.’’ 

According to Mr Kelly, 
“hobby" students such as Mr 
Cooper and the Marlborough- 
educated Lord Bridge make 
up one third of the pensioner 
students. For the rest, the aim 
is to catch up on an education 
tha/ never had. Twenty per 
cent left school aged 14 or 
younger, and 12 per cent have 


no formal qualifications at all. 

“People - of that generation 
feel cheated because the war 
interrupted their education or 
they were from working-class 
backgrounds, or quite simply 
because they were women,” 
says Mr Kelly. 

One of these women is 
Gladys Edwards, 74. who 
graduated in 1990 with a 2:1 in 
mathematical physics and 
earth science, The daughter of 
a Pennines tenant fanner, she 
won a scholarship to her local 
grammar school, but had to 
leave at 16. “We were really 
poor, so mother made cheese 
to help out" 

She became a nurse during 
file war and travelled the 
country, until she married a 
merchant seaman and had 
three sons. “After they left 
home. I thought, they've had 
their education, now I am 
going to get mine." 

She enrolled with the OU in 
1976. “1 got really hooked on 
astronomy and I was the only 
woman in the northern area to 
take the exam in relativity. 
They would give us experi¬ 


mental kits to take home. I had 
a microscope and a helium 
laser." 

Mrs Edwards stresses 
hard work but admits 
enjoys the social aspects 
well. Most students attend 
fortnightly tutorials, revision 
weekends and the annual 
summer school. Lord Bridge, 
who has attended two at 
Stirling University, recalls 
bring put in a study group 
with two Scotsmen. “One was 
a Glaswegian taxi driver and I 
simply couldn’t understand 
him. In the end I had to ask to 
move groups." 

Unlike their younger col¬ 
leagues. few of these students 
intend to use their learning in 
any practical sense. “They do 
use it in terms of commitment 
to the community." says Mr 
Kelly. They become local 
councillors and use their study 
techniques to carry out analy¬ 
sis of subjects such as urban 
pollution." 

Some, however, see their 
first degree as a gateway to a 
second career. Amelia Wise, 
74, took early retirement from 
a nursing career in 1975 and 
enrolled with the OU to study 
psychology and social studies 
"My mother was a widow and 


a: 


s well as enjci>ng file 
stimulation of hr new 
- career—“I nowall my 
first retirement a sabbatical," 
she says — Ms Wse has 
reaped financial fenefits. 
After a lifetime in rented 

accommodation, she tes now 

been able to buy a hoise near 
Northampton and fin mort¬ 
gage will be paid off n«t year. 
"I can’t believe all fiat-has 
happened to me,” sle says 
enihusiasticaDy. “if anyone 
had told me 40 years ajo that f 
would be computer lierate, I 
would have told than they 
were fibbing. Now I eel that 
the older 1 get, tb more 
limitless are my horians." 


utoubI 
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although my tutor s school 
said 1 should try for Oxford, I 
simply had to leave nd get a 
job. I didn’t have non my 
shoulder as a chip, be when I 
retired I thought that should 
use any opportunitiG avaik 
able." 

Halfway through ter de¬ 
gree Ms Wise decidedtiat her 
new skills should nc go to 
waste. When she gradiated in 
1980. she applied for aipb as a 
database co-ordinatoi at the 
Royal Brampton Hoaital in 
London, and has beet work¬ 
ing there ever since. ‘At the 
interview the consulant in 
charge remarked on tfcway I 
got my degree and sak that it 
said a lot about me ” 
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Why Oscar Wilde did not die of syphilis □ When in Antarctica, watch for appendicitis □ Dealing with complications of the navel 


THE long 

queues at West¬ 
minster Abbev for 
dedication of 
me window com¬ 
memorating Os- 
car Wilde's life 

,he roffin » 
diS 8 ^ was 46 w hcn he 

™ um - 1 s often assumed that 

5yphU,s must have played a pan 

mh»s early death, and 

wf h ta? h? i. ca,wl for him durin § 
hts last diness added tertiary 

syphilis for good measure to the 
omer diagnoses on the death 
wrdficate. There is no evidence 
that this assumption was justified, 
and plenty that it isn't Syphilis 
was so dreaded, and its manifesta- 
Dons so varied, that there was 
always the tempration to attribute 
any subsequent ill suffered by a 
patient after an attack to this 
disease. 

Wilde caught syphilis from a 
female prostitute while sril! at 
Oxford. The syphilis was treated 
with mercury, which Wilde 


Wronged in 
life and death 


thought had black¬ 
ened his teeth: this so 
embarrassed him 
that he developed a 
nervous mannerism 
of covering his mouth 
with his hand while 
talking, in fact the 
mercurous salts used 
in the 19th centuiy to 
control syphilis 
would have been 
more Likely to give 
rise to gum disease. 

Therefore any discol¬ 
oration of the teeth 
would have been only 
an indirect conse¬ 
quence of the gingivi¬ 
tis. He was also advised not to 
marry for two years. 

Wilde's final illness was preced¬ 
ed by a fearsomeiy itchy rash; 
Wilde attributed this to an allergy 



MEDICAL 

BRIEFING 


Dr Thomas 
Stuttaford 


to mussds. for it had 
followed an over-in¬ 
dulgence in them, but 
his associates always 
assumed, with no evi¬ 
dence whatsoever, 
that it was syphilitic. 
Unlike Wilde's rash, 
the syphilitic one is 
usually not itchy. It 
comes cm as a second¬ 
ary manifestation of 
the disease usually 6 
to 12 weeks after in¬ 
fection. and it is at its 
worst about 12 weeks 
later, after which it 
slowly fades. Con¬ 
versely death from 
syphilis occurs from the com plica- 
dons of the tertiary stage, which 
only start many years after the 
rash has gone. 

Oscar Wilde's end was more 


unpleasant than one caused by the 
chronic heart or neurological dis¬ 
ease suffered in tertiary syphilis. 
Richard Ellmann in his biography 
describes how Wilde developed an 
acute ear infection (an otitis me¬ 
dia). Despite surgery so that the 
ear drained, an abscess formed 
which first impinged on and later 
involved the brain. It was a huge 
abscess, which burst with horrible 
consequences soon 3fter his death. 

There was no need to include a 
diagnosis of tertiary syphilis to 
account for changes in Wilde’s 
mood during his last illness. 
Pressure from the abscess would 
have been more than enough to 
account for them and for hisneed 
for large doses of morphia to 
control the headache and earache 
before he lapsed into unconscious¬ 
ness. 

If Oscar Wilde had lived today 
his syphilis * would have been 
readily and speedily treated with 
antibiotics, as would his fatal ear 
infection. His case, however, is a 
good reminder to those who 
criticise the ready use of antibiotics 
in the treatment of ear infections in 
children: before they were avail¬ 
able disasters could, and did. 
happen. 


Cut just there 

§ JMI SARA WHEELER. 

■ the travel writer 

| J J whose book about 

1 Chile. Travel in a 

Thin Country, was 
V published in pa- 
perback last 
month, is now liv¬ 
ing at the South Pole and writing 
on Antarctica. 

Life in Antarctica is not without 
medical interest. In the extreme 
cold the metal in dental fillings, or 
crowns, contracts to a point at 
which both fall out The doctor to 
the South Pole station has to be 
dentist as well as physician — and 
occasionally surgeon, for appendi¬ 
citis is more common in staff at die 
Pole than would be expected The 
cause of this increased incidence 
in Antarctica is unknown, but in 
the past explorers have countered 
it by having their appendix re¬ 
moved before expedition. But now 
the resident doctor is prepared for 
emergency appendec¬ 

tomies. 

Since 1961, when a Soviet doctor 
successfully took out his own 
appendix, his successors have 


planned in case they too became 
victims. The present doctor, a 
Norwegian, Eileen Sverdrup, has 
made plans which put the recent 
adventures in a Cornish operating 
theatre into perspective. Dr Sver¬ 
drup has trained unqualified col¬ 
leagues on the Techniques of spinal 
anaesthesia so that she can remain 
awake to direct them as they 
remove, should it be necessary, 
her appendix. 

Cover stoiy 

r~ ~ DAUNT BOOKS. 

: .-.! a shop in Maryle- 

[ ■ -] bone High Street 

a ■_ -1 which is frequent- 

j- ' ■; ad Hartev 

I* .. : Street doctors, has 

I ' ' ■ ; recently been 

displaying a book. 


The Body, by William A Ewing. 
The cover features a large photo¬ 
graph of an umbilicus, or navel. 
Mr Ewing must have found this 
particular picture provocative: but 
to the local doctors it must only- 
serve to jog their memories of all 
the diseases, not including herni¬ 
as. which can affect this central 
abdominal scar. 


When 1 caught sight of Mr 
Ewing's book I'd only moments 
before seen a 30-year-old woman, 
who complained that for some 
months her navel had been dis¬ 
charging a foul-smelling fluid, 
recurrently infected. It had caused 
severe local rash. 

The usual reason for an in¬ 
flamed umbilicus is dermatitis, 
often infected with thrush or other 
organisms. But when this patient's 
abdomen was compressed, pus 
welled up into, and filled, the pit of 
the navel. This was more than 
dermatitis. 

Running to the umbilicus in the 
embryo is a tube, the vitello¬ 
intestinal duct: this usually closes 
at birth but can remain partially 
open so ir may later discharge 
mucus, pus if there is infection, or 
occasionally faeces. 

Likewise on occasions there can 
be a persistent connection (the 
urachus] to the bladder which can 
leak urine through the umbilicus. 
An open vitello-intestinaJ duct 
usually causes trouble earlier than 
in the case of my patient, whereas 
the patient with a urachus that 
has remained open suffers when 
older, as at that time bladder 
pressures are higher. 



Two oil paintings by Susan Madarlane: In Processing and Embedding (left) a technician processes breast tissue. First Day of the Future (right) depicts a post-operative patient with Gloucester Cathedral gleaming in the sunlight 



A danger 
all women 
should heed 


Are doctors failing to recognise 

PID? Dr James Le Farm reports 


odors may be, and 
, often are, critical of 
their colleagues in 
private, but it is 
and almost bad 
to express such senti- 
; publidy. So. when MaJ- 
aearce, a consultant at St 
;e5 Hospital. London, 
zed in the British Medi- 
urnal four years ago that 
minion gynaecological 

[aim was treated “badly 
that his fellow gynae- 
sts needed “to radically 

|e their management” or 

ondition. Ids criticisms 
likely to be welMounded- 
i gynaecological com- 
’ is pelvic inflammatory 
se, usually shortened to 
an infection of the upper 
il tract in women — tne 

j and Fallopian tubes- 

rariety of organisms, dui 


particularly chlamydia tra¬ 
chomatis. PID is associated 
with a one in six chance of 
infertility, a sevenfold increase 
in the risk of ectopic pregnan¬ 
cy. a one in four diance of 
chronic pelvic pain, a two in 
four chance of pain on inter¬ 
course and a four in. five 
chance of menstrual distur¬ 
bances. . 

"These complications, 
writes Mr Pearce, “can be 
prevented by early diagnosis 

and treatment.'’ But this, it 

seems, is exactly what doctors 
are failing to do. 

Dr Pippa Oakeshott. oi m 
G eorge's Hospital medical 
school, describes the case of a 
28 -year-old woman with pelvic 
nain of three months’ duration 
who was referred by her 
general practitioner to gynae¬ 
cological out-patients. She was 



A duster of the bacteria chlamydia trachomatis: 
doctors are failing to make an early diagnosis 


world. 
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certainly thoroughly investi¬ 
gated. The outer surfaces of 
her pelvic organs were inspect¬ 
ed by laparoscopy, her Fallopi¬ 
an tubes were X-rayed, the 
inner surface of her womb was 
scraped with a D and C. and 
her cervix was biopsied. All 
were reported as “normal”. 

Almost a year later she 
returned to her GP with 
exactly the same symptoms 
and on this occasion a swab 
was taken to test for 
chlamydia infection. This was 
positive, the patient and her 
partner were successfully 
treated with antibiotics and 
the pelvic discomfort was 
cured. 

From this it would seem that 
her symptoms were caused by 
chlamydia, despite the ab¬ 
sence of signs of acute infec¬ 


tion at laparoscopy the previ¬ 
ous year. Indeed, this presents 
an important obstacle to the 
control of chlamydia infection. 
Hie organism can be present 
in the genital tract without 
causing symptoms. On the 
other hand, it can cause the 
symptoms of PID without 
overt signs of pelvic inflamma¬ 
tion. From this it is dear that 
the prevention and treatment 
of PID is not straightforward. 

Chlamydia is the common¬ 
est sexually transmitted or¬ 
ganism m the Western worid. 
It accounts for more than half 
the cases of “non-specific ure¬ 
thritis” or NSU in men. while 
routine investigations identify 
ihe organism in the vagina of 
10 per cent of young women — 
in whom it is usually dinicaDy 
silent To cause PID, the 


chlamydia organism has to 
move from the vagina up into 
the womb and Fallopian tubes 
by traversing the natural bar¬ 
rier to the passage of infectious 
organisms — the cervix. 

This can occur in two ways. 
The commonest is sexual in¬ 
tercourse, when bacteria can 
ascend the genital trad on the 

back of spermato- _ 

zoa, a process fa¬ 
cilitated by the 
uterine contrac¬ 
tions that accom¬ 
pany orgasm. 

Secondly, 
chlamydia can 
gain access to the 
upper genital tract 
to cause PID as 
part of a gynaeco¬ 
logical procedure 
during which the 
cervix is dilated, as 
for example with 
the insertion ofan I LTD. or 
termination of pregnancy. 

This cause of PID is theoret¬ 
ically preventable. In Edin¬ 
burgh. Dr Donald Score 
consultant in genito-urinary 
medicine, has ensured that all 
women seeking an abortion 
are tested for chlamydia. 
Those found to be positive are 
then treated with the antibiotic 
azithromycin, which is effect¬ 
ive as a single dose. To prevent 
further reinfection the male 
partner is also asked to attend 
his clinic, and they too are 
treated if found to be positive. 

The much greater problem 
of PID after sexual intercourse 


Every 
woman 
should be 
offered a 
chance of 
screening 


is less amenable to such 
measures. “Ideally, all young 
women should be offered 
screening.” says Dr 
Oakeshott But when she con¬ 
ducted a personal survey of 20 
London practices responsible 
for the care of 140.000 patients, 
she found only four tested 
their patients for chlamydia. 
_ The only alter¬ 
native then, for 
women who wish 
to avoid PID. is to 
visit a sexuaffy 
transmitted dis¬ 
eases clinic, per¬ 
haps once every 
two years. These 
are the only places 
in the NHS where 
chlamydia testing 
is done routinely. 

This might seem 
a drastic step, but 
at the moment 
there is no other option. "Ev¬ 
eryone needs to be much more 
a ware of the potential serious¬ 
ness of PID.” says Dr 
Oakeshott. “It is not just the 
promiscuous that are at risk, 
nice girls get chlamydia as 
well.” 

The medical profession's in¬ 
difference to the problems 
posed by chlamydia is rather 
baffling, especially in view of 
its long-term serious complica¬ 
tions of infertility and ectopic 
pregnancy. Malcolm Pearce’s 
challenge to his colleagues to 
“radically change their man¬ 
agement” would seem to be 
more timely than ever. 


Harm dan 930000 confute wort*** rely on 
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Enclosed, overheated winter living can make you 
fed like you've got a cold, when what you've probably 
got is an allergy. Resiston ONE works fast to both treat 
and prevent symptoms such as that constant stuffed-up 
sniffle. Employ the squirt that can help you keep a dear 
head, ask your pharmacist for Resiston ONE. 

Double action against 
nasal stuffiness 

Available only (nun chenfeo. Always read the label. —jCONS 
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Janet Daley 




■ Why can’t the BBC believe 
that the middle classes are real 
people too? 


I spent 1 the best part of 
yesterday fielding tele¬ 
phone calls from BBC 
executives wishing to ex¬ 
plain — very, very patiently 
— that it was really not that 
bad. Leaks of the notorious 
Programme Strategy Re¬ 
view had been “selective", 
“premature", “taken out of 
context” and all those other 
Whitehall phrases with 
which official embarrass¬ 
ments are met. 

The actual document, 
they assured me. was no 
charter of political cor¬ 
rectness. no betrayal of trad¬ 
itional BBC values. And 
that is true. If reassurance 
is what you want, then here 
it is: the barbarians may be 
at the gate, but they are not 
yet sitting in the drawing¬ 
room with their feer on the 
furniture. But even as one 
reads the emollient prose, 
one can feel them pushing 
at the door. 

True, the review acknowl¬ 
edges the importance of ser¬ 
ving the BBC's core 
audience, but this is done 
mainly to provide a compla¬ 
cent preamble for the new 
“challenges". 

Context be damned, 
everything we were warned 
about is” here: the need 

to make pro- _ 

grammes cater 
for youth, ethnic This 

minorities and 
the regions, to the ( 

break down the , 

concentration of tnat i 
arts programme 
in London, and ima 8 l 

to dismantle the g C 

old-fashioned ' 

“worthiness" of “ 

children's television. 

Like the rrue paternalist 
that it is. the BBC is 
presuming to categorise 
people by their age, their 
gender, their origins — or 
even their disabilities. In the 
name of “diversity", it is 
casting them as the stereo¬ 
types dictated by their noisi- 
I est spokespersons. 

As someone who spends a 
lot of rime kicking her heels 
I at Broadcasting House and 
Television Centre. let me 
give you my own impres¬ 
sionistic account of Corpo¬ 
ration psy chology. There is 
a perceptible distaste at the 
BBC for its middle-class 
educated audience, which at 
the moment has a gloss of 
political expediency: the 
universal licence fee cannot 
be justified if the Corpora¬ 
tion is not seen to serve the 
whole population. 

But the animosity' goes 
deeper than any immediate 
talk about competitive 
broadcasting markets, it is 
really inverted snobbery: a 
decadent ennui which de¬ 
spises all those glib, literary 
types with whom one went 
to school and university. 
What is idealised — in a 
vague, sentimental way — is 
what one might call intellect 
tual rough trade: the sort of 
exotic, dangerous people 
with whom you were never, 
in your own sheltered 
youth, allowed to mix. 

This is why BBC types 
end up caricaturing those 
disparate minorities they 
want to cultivate. Because, 
in their heart of hearts, they 
believe that people like 
themselves are less real 


This was 
the creed 
that stifled 
imagination 
in schools 


than those who live on the 
edges of society. Forget all 
the 17-year-olds you know 
who read books and take 
viotin lessons: they are not 
typical. Forget all the Asian 
businessmen who vote Con¬ 
servative and send their 
children. to public schools 
because they want nothing 
more than to be successfully 
integrated into the main¬ 
stream culture: they are not 
the true voice of ethnic 
interests. 

The BBC is bemused by 
the fury h has provoked. 
Privately, it will cast us all 
as bourgeois elitists defend¬ 
ing our own tastes. What it 
fails to see is the offen¬ 
siveness of its own blithe 
judgments about what is 
relevant to the lives of 
other people. Who are BBC 
executives to decide that 
literary “worthiness" is 
irrelevant to the needs 
of working-class children? 
What determines “rele¬ 
vance" anyway: your imme¬ 
diate surroundings or the 

limits of your imagination? 

And where have we heard 
all this before? In the 
schools, of course. This is 
the philosophy that sought 
to lock children (in the name 
of “relevance") into whatev- 

_ er impoverished 

milieu they hap- 
was pened to be bom. 

Now the media 
eed must join in 

. and discourage 

llieu people from ven¬ 
ation turin 8 outside 

ai their own class or 

ools their own local 

prejudices. 

Are the masses 
in the regions really de- , 
maud me more provincial 
arts coverage? Or is it just 1 
a few self-aggrandising 

MPs. like those who saw 
to it that most of Wales 
was denied access to Chan¬ 
nel 4 and given its own 
unpopular Welsh-speaking 
alternative? 


S ince Europe came out 
of the Dark Ages, 
artistic life has been 
dominated by capital cities: 
it was the influence of 
metropolitan culture which 
broke down feudal parochi¬ 
alism and allowed modem 
liberal society to flourish. 

Being exposed to cosmo¬ 
politan values and experi¬ 
ences — however alien they 
may seem at first — en¬ 
larges people’s lives. This, 
perhaps more than any¬ 
thing else, is the great 
blind-spot in the BBC’s 
vision of the future. It 
quite disregards the poss¬ 
ibility that people can devel¬ 
op, expand their views, 
change beyond all recogni¬ 
tion and. above all. grow 
up. This review refers to the 
young (“tomorrow’s view¬ 
ers") as if they were fixed 
forever in their rebellious 
immaturity. There is a good 
reason why adolescents do 
not watch much television: 
they have better things to 
do. They are obsessed, 
rightly, with their social 
lives and spend most of 
their rime practising rela¬ 
tionships. When they be¬ 
come the viewers of the 
future, they will be middle- 
aged just like the majority of 
the BBC audience now. 




* 
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Society’s dicey prospects 


The information 
age will offer 
fewer chances to 
the middling 
mass of people 


S ometimes it rakes a century 
for a new development of 
economic theory to be recog¬ 
nised as relevant to the im¬ 
mediate circumstances of the day. It 
is arguable that Adam Smith's Weal¬ 
th of Nations had more impact on 
economic policy at the time of Peel’s 
repeal of the Com Laws in 1S46 than 
(Hi its publication in 1776. In the 
1890s. Otto Ammon, a German math¬ 
ematical economist, applied probabi¬ 
lity theory to Francis Gallon's studies 
of intelligence. His work was repub¬ 
lished by the British economic histo¬ 
rian Adrian C. Darnell in 1991. 

Otto Ammon believed that there 
are a number of different personal 
characteristics which are "largely 
decisive of the place which a man will 
occupy in life". He believed that these 
characteristics were inheritable. He 
attributed the greatest significance 
not to a single one of these qualities 
but to their combination, and he 
thought that these combinations 
would occur according to the laws of 
probability. He thought there were 
many separate characteristics, and 
that “the traits themselves are yet 
more numerous and many-sided". 

Ammon divided these useful char¬ 
acteristics into four groups: the 
intellectual (which is much the same 
as the lateiOth-century concept of 
“cognitive ability"), the moral (includ¬ 
ing willpower, industry and so on), 
the economic (including business 
ability and organising talent) and 
bodily traits, (including vigour, pow¬ 
ers of endurance and good health). 
He then applied to these four basic 
qualities a probability theory derived 
from the casting of dice. 

“In general, with four dice 
(6x6x6x6), 1296 different throws are 
possible... The highest possible 
throw is that m which the sum of the 
spots is equal to 24, and this can occur 
only in a single way, namely, that 
every dice shows slx spots. In our 
parable, this suggests that among 
1296 individuals will be found only 
a single one in whom tlie mental. 
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Limit of social utilisation 
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Ammon's “turnip”: The true form of the so-called social pyramid 


moral, economic and bodily trairs all 
attain the highest grades.”’ 

Ammon then demonstrates that 
the 1296 possible throws produce re¬ 
sults which fall into the familiar bell 
curve: the middle results are far 
commoner than the outer ones. Four 
dice will produce a total of 14 no less 
than 146 times, but will produce a 
total of 24 or of 4 only once. Otto 
Ammon goes on to argue that there 
are many more than four qualities 
necessary for success in life. If one 
repeats his experiment by throwing 
eight dice, then only one individual in 
1.679.616 will possess all eight quali¬ 
ties in the highest _ 

degree: that individ- _ 

ual will still only be TX77a1 

SSSWS Jjrtk 

the top sixth in each fy DOC 

of these qualities — 
he could be a com¬ 
bination of relative- ■ - 

ly mediocre talents. 

If one is looking for the probability of 
a Napoleon, the odds againsr such a 
man being produced must be even 
higher than those of the National 
Lottery. 

The distribution of the totals from 
the dice follows the same beli-shaped 
partem as the observed distribution 
of human qualities such as height, or 
of intelligence as measured by 20th- 
century intelligence tests. Otto Am¬ 
mon chose a double-bell shaped 
graph, drawn vertically, to describe 
the shape of this distribution. He 
produced a figure which he called the 
“true form of the so-called social 
pyramid". As he noted, “the form of 
this curve is not that of a pyramid, 
bur is rather that, to use a humble 
comparison, of a somewhat flat onion 
or turnip". This turnip has a narrow 
top of genius and a narrow bottom of 
what he terms “imbecility". Low 
down on the turnip Ammon drew a 
line of the “limit of social utilisation", 
below which people could make so 


Rees-Mogg 


tittle contribution io society that they 
could not earn their living's. 

Ammon's hypothesis has been 
confirmed by a century of detailed 
studies. Although his name appears 
in neither the index nor the bibliogra¬ 
phy of Richard J. Hermstein and 
Charles Murray’s The Bell Curve. 
published last year, their work 
abundantly confirms the correlation 
between one of his four human traits, 
the intellectual, and income or profes¬ 
sional status. The more intelligent 
people are, the more likely they are to 
rise in society, the larger their in¬ 
comes are likely to be. the more use¬ 
ful they are likely to 
be to society-. 

f* .. Unfortunately. 

i/j.rri. the conrroversv 

over Herrn5iei " 
(\ Af\(YfT and Murrays dis- 

, VjJUjLiC cussion of the racial 

OO inheritance of intel- 

— ligence distracted 

attention from the 
more important message of the book, 
which is thar measurable intelligence 
correlates closely with social position, 
and that the gap between the “very 
bright" and the rest is widening: 

1. The cognitive elite is gening richer, 
in an era when everybody else is 
having to struggle (o stay even. 

2. The cognirive elite is increasingly 
segregated physically from everyone 
else, in borti the workplace and the 
neighbourhood. 

3. The cognitive feliie is increasingly 
likely to intermarry. 

Otto Ammon’s social turnip is 
visually striking because it corre¬ 
sponds to the normal perception of 
society as vertically organised. He 
drew a line at what he regarded as 
“the limit of social utilisation". He 
could have drawn a similar line to 
define the corresponding lower limit 
of high social ability: that would have 
defined the top people, who would 
broadly correspond to Hermstein 
and Murray's “cognitive elite". 


Such a suggestion was made very 
early in the debate. F.H. Giddings 
argued as early as 1893 that there was 
a lower limit to what he termed 
“condudveness to progress". Ammon 
put the Giddings line a little below 
the half-way point on his turnip. 
People who lived below that line 
might eam their livings but did not 
raise the level of human productivity. 

During most of this century, the 
proportion of people above an upper 
line was probably expanding. 
Production by advanced machines 
under human control in factory 
conditions has given exceptional 
opportunities to people of middle 
abilities, and reduced the inequalities 
of income which different levels of 
ability produced earlier in history. 

The information age has created 
an enormous demand, greater than 
ever before, for certain relatively high 
skills, but is replacing electronically 
the skills of many of those in the 
middle of the turnip. The factoiy age 
rewarded those in the middle of the 
turnip exceptionally well; the infor¬ 
mation age will reward people of 
exceptional intelligence. 

This wfll present difficult social 
problems, of which the latest 
Rountree report on inequality gives 
warning. Societies that try to redress 
the balance by taxing their most 
productive people will lose them — 
the information age has produced 
extraordinary geographical mobility. 
Taxing the rich will be the road to 
ruin in this new age. Yet information 
societies will be harder to govern 
titan the old. There is bound lo be 
popular resentment of the cognitive 
elite. There is only too likely to be an 
expansion of a matching but dysfunc¬ 
tional underclass. As the top of the 
turnip glirrers in the sun, the danger 
is that the middle may become bitter 
from disappointed expectations while 
the bottom rots. 

In absolute rerms. most of the 
problems may be soluble. British 
output per head will probably reach 
$50,000 a year by about 2040. The 
rich will be spectacularly rich, but the 
poor will not in absolute terms be 
particularly poor. There will be 
enough real wealth to take care of 
everyone. In relative terms it will not 
look so good, and it is relative income 
which largely determines relative 
status. The outlook for the next cen¬ 
tury is for a richer but less equal 
society. Ferhaps Tony Blair under¬ 
stands this. The proposal to make 
nannies tax-deductible is eminently 
suited to likely social patterns of the 
information age. 


The unkind cut 


AT A TIME when the BBC is 
trying to broaden its appeal and 
do away with its uncaring image, 
the corporation has managed to 
shoot itself in the foot — in 
Cyprus of all places. The BBC 
recently approached the British 
Army in Cyprus to help drama¬ 
tise its serialisation of Michael 
Dobbs's book The Final Cut, 
featuring his Machiavellian Prime 
Minister Sir Francis Urquhart 
The request left army commanders 
“aghast”, according to senior 
officers. 

The Final Cut has the be¬ 
leaguered Urquhart frying to solve 
the Cyprus problem, in an attempt 
to save his career, after an oil 
discovery off the island. But 
his days as a young army officer 
in Cyprus during the 1950s return 
to haunt him and jeopardise his 
plans. For Urquhart was responsi¬ 
ble for the horrific deaths of 
two young Greek Cypriot youths at 
the rime. 

With three Royal Green Jac¬ 
kets currently facing trial on char¬ 
ges of killing a young Danish 
woman in another resort last 
September, it is little wonder the 
Army wants to keep away the 
Television cameras — whether 


they're filming fact or fiction. 

“We were intrigued when they 
asked us," said the officer. “But 
when they- sent the storyline, we 
couldn’t believe it. We were aghast 
but I suppose it’s in the nature of 
TV producers to try anything. We 
had to tell them there was absolute¬ 
ly no chance that wed be willing to 
assist in something so out of touch 
with reality." The BBC is contrite. 
“We are sensitive to the nature of 
this. We’U be filming the Cyprus 
scenes in Britain." 
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• Nino Cerruti, the fashion de¬ 
signer who dresses much of Holly¬ 
wood, revealed what lies at the 
heart of his affection for Britain as 
he swanned into London for a 
promotional tour yesterday: *7 
adore apple crumble. My love for 
it goes back to the time when I had 
a girlfriend in London in the 
Sixties. Apple crumble is impor¬ 
tant to civilisation." 


Cloaks astray 

TO LOSE any garment, as Lady 
Bracknell would have said, may be 
regarded as a misfortune: to lose 
Lord Longford’s coat looks like 
carelessness. At the unveiling of 
the Oscar Wilde stained-glass 
window in Westminster Abbey on 
Tuesday. Judi Dench and Michael 
Denison played the “Handbag 
Scene" from The Importance of 
Being Earnest. Afterwards the dra¬ 
ma moved to the cloakroom of 
London's Caffe Royal. 

As guests for the ensuing cham¬ 
pagne party made to leave. Lord 
Longford handed in the ticket for 
his coat, but the garment wasn’t 
forthcoming. A search followed, 
staff were summoned and apolo¬ 
gies were proffered. Still no coat 

“I have made a shambles of a 
lot of tilings in my life, but not 
this time.” insisted Lord Longford. 
“Please bear witness I have han- 
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died this with restraint." he plead¬ 
ed. He had, but the noble peer dis¬ 
appeared into the night coatless. 

Lovely gal 

JOAN LfTTLEWOOD'S appear¬ 
ance at the Theatre Royal, Strat¬ 
ford East, on Tuesday evening 
after an absence of 20 years, found 
the octogenarian playwright at her 
battling best. 

After the death of her Stratford 
East partner Gerry Raffles in 1975, 
she vowed never to set foot in the 
house. But on Tuesday shechose a 
balcony seat to watch Zorro the 
Musical by the late Ken Hill, one 
of her protegfes. “She is as incorri¬ 
gible as ever — ready to fight with 
anyone." said a fellow theatregoer. 
“She complained about the actors 
wearing microphones and went 
about saying she was still a mem¬ 


ber of the crude Left. She told me 
she's just been to Beirut looking for 
its theatrical potential." 

Legal knocks 

LAWYERS are squabbling. The 
Law Society is complaining, as 
only lawyers can, over an allegedly 
defamatory article by the Regius 
Professor of Law at Oxford Peter 
Birks. in an obscure journal — the 
Society of PublicTeachers’ newslet¬ 
ter. Irreverently he likened leading 
lights of the society to a bunch of 
Stalinist commissars. 

Birks is not known for pulling 
his punches. Last year, he publicly 
criticised his daughter, the model 
Laura Bailey, for her liaison with 
Richard Gere. “I know enough 
about life to know that my daugh¬ 
ter is probably wasting her time 
chasing after a middle-aged actor," 
he is reported to have said. 

Fine show 

WHO NEEDS Hollywood when 
you can have the East End of Lon¬ 
don? Ralph Fiennes, whose Oscar- 
nominated fiint Quiz Show opens 
here next month, is enjoying get¬ 
ting some dirt under his finger¬ 
nails. He turned down Tinseltown 
parts to play Hamlet at the Hack¬ 
ney Empire, and the curtain goes 



Fiennes: planet Hackney 

up tomorrow after rehearsals in a 
scruffy church in Tufhell Park. 

“I did turn down a couple of 
roles," he admits in this morning’s 
Hackney Gazette. “But I think it’s 
just as exciting as working in Hol¬ 
lywood It's a great theatre. It 
doesn't have the sedate atmosphere 
some West End theatres have. You 
can smell the cigarettes and booze 
from the night before." 
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Stumbling 
towards an 
election , 

Peter Riddell tots 
up the cost of the 
Tory divisions 

T he financial markets had better 
get used to uncertainty about 
die stability of John Major’s 
Government It is likely to continue 
until the next election. The weakness 
of sterling this week is a belated rec¬ 
ognition of the deep divisions within 
the Cabinet and the Tory party over 
Europe, as well as worries about con¬ 
taining inflation- And there is very 
little John Major can do about it 
In such circumstances, the execu¬ 
tive of the 1922 Committee of Tory 
backbenchers, that collection of old 
buffers of both sexes, can be counted 
upon to express the obvious: that 
ministers should stop squabbling. 
But well-meaning pleas that they 
should “sing from the same hymn 
sheet", or whatever the clichfe of the 
moment, are fatuous. Ministers may 
keep quiet about a single currency in 
the short term, as Michael Portillo os- * 
tentatiously did yesterday, but the - 
party’s problems cannot be resolved 
by truces and appeals to unity. 

The party has never really got over 
the coup against Margaret Thatcher 
in November 1990. That has left a 
legacy of bitterness and mistrust. Mr 
Major himself is still suffering from 
the enormous blow to his authority 
from sterling’s forced withdrawal 
from the European exchange-rate 
mechanism in September 1992 He 
has been buffeted between the Cabi¬ 
net Eurp-sceptics (and their increas¬ 
ing number of backbench allies) and 
the refusal of the pro-Europeans to 
make many concessions. Collective 
Cabinet responsibility has become a 
fiction, as wholly incompatible state¬ 
ments have been made by Kenneth 
Clarke and the sceptics (including his 
Treasury deputy, Jonathan Aitken). 

J ohn Major has produced a short¬ 
term line upon which the Cabi¬ 
net and most Tory MPs can 
agree — an assertion of national 
rights against further European inte¬ 
gration. But ever since the Maas¬ 
tricht battles of two years ago. his 
attempt to produce unity through 
such formulas has been undermined 
by fresh initiatives from Brussels or 
fresh party infighting. It has been a 
story of continued crisis manage- 
i menu 

The Prime Minister is confident 
that next year's intergovernmental 
conference will not be as hazardous 
as tiie Maastricht obstacle course. £ 
But any agreed British position is 
likely to be severely tested In the 
negotiations, since Mr Major and 
other leaders have very different 
views about the future of Europe. No 
wonder there is talk of the Germans 
wanting to delay the conference until 
after the British election. Mr Majors 
allies point to the Cabinet's agree¬ 
ment that Britain will not join a 
single currency in 1996-97, even in the 
unlikely event that one is set up then. 
Later participation has been left as an 
open question. But sensible though 
thar may be in practice, the sceptics 
have repeatedly said they cannot 
contemplate Britain ever Joining a 
single currency. But Mr Clarke is not 
going to fudge the pro-European 
case, despite pressure to tone down 
his speech a week ago. 

Mr Major may have the goodwill 
and support of most of his MPS, but 
he is not powerful enough to control 
the warring factions. He could have 
opted for one side after the Maas¬ 
tricht saga, but he himself has moved 
to a middle position, neither fully 
sceptic nor wholly pro-European. A 
referendum is no answer, as both Mr 
Clarke and Mr Portillo recognise. 

One may be possible, even inevitable, 
over a single currency, but a referen¬ 
dum is no substitute for the Cabinet 
having an agreed long-term policy. 

A “toe the line or else" view, such 
as may be put forward over 
the next few days, is implausi- 1 
ble. Sacking either a sceptical minis¬ 
ter or a pro-European like Mr Darke 
— as the asinine David Evans urged 
Mr Major to do at his meeting wth 
the 1922 executive — could provoke 
open rebellion. The precedents are 
not encouraging. Nigel Lawson's 
resignation in 1989 did not immedi¬ 
ately topple Mrs Thatcher, but it criti¬ 
cally weakened her and thus contri¬ 
buted to her downfall a year later. Mr 
Clarke now is more powerful than 
Lord Lawson was then, and he has 
more backbench allies. Moreover, 
when Balfour engineered the resigna¬ 
tion of the leading free traders and 
tariff reformers in 1903. his Govern¬ 
ment was weakened so seriously that 
it _ gave up office two years later 
without even facing the electorate. 

Such a collapse stiff looks unlikely, 
though it cannot any longer be ruled 
out. The situation is inherently un¬ 
stable. so a small incident could turn 
into a major confrontation, with 
resignations and even a challenge to 
Mr Major's leadership later this 
year. it is largely a matter of political 
will. By contrast with the single- 
minded determination of Tony Blair 
to win power, many Tory leaders 
seem to have lost the self-disciplined 
desire to stay in office. 

Rather than a dramatic collapse, it 
is more likely that the instinct for self- 
preservation will assert itself before 
the election, Mr Major hac proved to 
be resilient and a fighter when • 
cornered. But he seems fated to ® 
stumble along, the prisoner of inter¬ 
nal party battles and unable to assert 
nun self. The price is likely to be 
nervous financial markets, and high¬ 
er interest rates. 
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ENLIGHTENED views 

SBC has greater responsibilities than its competitors 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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Jobs have been lost, savings made Wihe 
corporation's accounting methods r Sica»v 
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least 2001. Rarely has a public institution 
adapted so quickly and successfully to polit- 
1C «_ & ? anaaI a " d technological challenges. 

^ Ved ,. the BBC fro ™ financial 
obbvion. union disruption and commercial 
extinction, Mr Birt must now decide how its 
programming should be modified in the 
years ahead Viewer and listener surveys 
certainly have a useful contribution to make 
to such deliberations. The BBC claimed 
yesterday that the inquiry has already 
influenced Radio 5 Live. BBC1 drama and 
more than 300 other projects, and promised 
“to keep its finger on the nation s pulse". 

There is a difference, however, between 
legitimate consultation and slavish def¬ 
erence to public opinion. Though Mr Birt 
made clear yesterday that the BBC is not 
apologising for its programming, the report 
suggests otherwise. It expresses growing 
anxiety that the relationship between the 
BBC and many of its viewers is “tenuous", 
especially among those who are young, less 
affluent or live furthest away from London. 
The report observes nervously that such 


people tend to regard the corporation as 
“parr of 'them’. Inndon. the State, an 
exclusive educational and class elite”. 

This corporate neurosis is quite un¬ 
necessary. It reflects a misunderstanding of 
what it means to be a broadcasting 
organisation providing a “universal'’ ser¬ 
vice. Because the BBC depends on the 
licence fee, it is obliged to offer a sufficiently 
wide bill of fare to justify a tax on viewing. 
This is not to say. however, that its 
programmes must please the majority of 
people all of the time or that the corporation 
can only survive by appealing to the lowest 
common denominator. The BBC’s mission 
should not be to secure a higher market 
share than its commercial competitors but to 
offer the diversity of programming which 
they do noL Each Ucence fee payer should 
find something ro please him every week in 
the BBCs schedule. 

Nor is there any need for the corporation 
to suffer a cultural cringe. It may be 
poUrically correct to denounce the values of 
educated, middle-class Britain. It is also 
extremely stupid. Public broadcasting 
organisations exist to raise horizons and 
expectations, to educate and to inform. 
Unlike commercial channels — which exist 
merely to satisfy demand — they treat their 
view ers as citizens as well as consumers. The 
BBC should not judge itself by the accents of 
its presenters, the number of regional 
settings in its programmes, or the predict¬ 
able belief of young people that their 
interests are not being represented in its 
output. Such criteria are far less important 
than programme quality, tradition and the 
clarity with which issues are presented. The 
corporation is right to heed its viewers and 
listeners; but it should also take pride in the 
demands it makes of them. 


HURD ABROAD 

The Foreign Secretary’s realism about overseas aid is timely 


Britain has one of the smallest aid budgets of 
all developed nations. It is. however, one of 
the most efficient. Douglas Hurd is justifi¬ 
ably proud of the Know-How fund to help 
economic and political reform in Eastern 
Europe and the former Soviet Union: the 
programme is noyv a model for others. But 
he is less enthusiastic about programmes 
nm. by Brussels, and yesterday criticised 
EU aid as “diffuse" and “haphazard.” He 
also noted with dismay that Britain's 
fj commitments to multilateral programmes 
were now taking up so much money that the 
country had to cut its own well targeted and 
monitored programmes.. 

His concern is well founded. Bilateral aid 
used to; be derided as being too paternalist, 
too tied to the donor’s own interests. 
Multilateral aid. development lobbyists 
insisted, was more impartial and dignified. 
But multilateral aid. especially when admin¬ 
istered by the UN, has all too often been 
mired in bureaucracy. Huge sums were lost 
in inter-departmental squabbles or siphoned 
off by corrupt recipient governments. 
Britain, by contrast with Japan or France, 
did not usually attach trade conditions to its 
aid. Yet it did attach the condition of “good 
government” to the receipt of British money. 
That condition, amplified yesterday by Mr 
Hurd to include effective action against 
crime, drugs, corruption and Civile Service 
incompetence, is now widely seen as a 
minim um to ensure that good money is not 
wasted on bad regimes. 

As well as the sloppiness of EU aid, 

- Britain is also now questioning the huge 
sums spent on the 70 signatories to the Lx»me. 
Convention. More than half all EU aid is 
channelled to these African. Caribbean and 
Pacific countries under the European Dev¬ 


elopment Fund. This large commitment 
arose because France insisted on generous 
arrangements by the six EU founders for its 
former colonies. The basis for Loote has now 
been overtaken by die Uruguay Round and 
the general liberalisation of world trade. It 
makes no sense either to favour these 
countries with preferential tariffs — as the 
foolishness of the EU banana import policy 
shows — or with aid that ought to be 
allocated purely, on the basis of real need and 
absolute poverty. Baroness Chalfcer has this 
week been • forcefully underlining these 
points to EU partners at their meeting to 
review Lome. Germany agrees. 

There is a danger that Mr Hurd's speech 
will be seen as just another piece of Brussels- 
bashing. The loss of British sovereignty over 
its aid policies is indeed a theme of his 
speech, which will inevitably be interpreted 
with reference to the present inflamed 
European debate. But his remarks apply 
even more forcefully to UN programmes, 
where astonishing stories of waste have 
sapped the credibility of all projects. 

His purpose was broader, however. At a 
time when the pressure on public spending 
is so intense that Britain's total aid budget is 
likely to remain frozen for some time, he in¬ 
sisted that development aid did. in the end. 
help Britain. But realism was essential. In 
future, more and more aid will probably 
have to be spent simply picking up the pieces 
after civil wars and conflict in the Third 
World That was nor the purpose of aid; but 
without peace and stability, development 
will come to nothing. Visionary idealism has 
often led the dispensers of aid down blind 
alleys. Mr Hurd’s pragmatism has posed 
the questions that other donor countries 
should also ponder. 


THE PHIPPS FACTOR 

A ‘martyr’s funeral’ at Coventry Cathedral 


Jill Phipps's funeral earlier this week at 
Coventry Cathedral was elevated, partly by 
the presence of crusader and former actress 
Brigitte Bardot, to a major news event. The 
31-year-old campaigner for arumai ngh^ 
who was crushed under the wheels of atony 
bearing veal calves for export attracted over 
a:thousand mourners to her final sev ^ c f- 
While a handful of those who came to 
lament were famous — such asM ,ss Bard 
- the majority were, as Ms phl PF. ™ as 
life, no more than anonymous artiste- 
Two weeks after her death, Ms Phipps is 

suffrafiette”. “the Joan of Arc or veai anu 

Standing the accidental nature of her 

end—a martyr in the cause of 

The venue of the fimenl Sfby 

the Phipps family, Pl rhapS fh ^ron the 
Canon Paul Oestreicher) thrust on me 

occasion a conspicitoUsto^pn^H^ 
beside Sutherland's 
Redeemer, was “a place of (te 

^ OT ^rio^ofmStera might have been 

Peter's Hillfields, of a 

- The occasion had not the 
family service. The pervad 8 nQl on]y 
a political contnvanoB ^^ als0 in ^ 
from the venue; Qf issues 

flaunting death 

which led to mourners 

at Coventry .^T^?' e |2ted the campaign- 
present should tow el w commemo- 

ing imagery of antrnaJlhoufd not, in itself; 

rate : theirde^i asioaate h u £ most 

be worthy of note. What may v 


significant, however, is the response to the 
funeral — and to the events which led up to it 

— of those not present. 

While the funeral of Ms Phipps may not 
have captured entirely ihe sympathy of 
ordinary Britons, it has succeeded at least in 
attracting their attention. Her death has all 
the potential to be a point of reference in this 
country’s “politics of animals". Most “faiths" 
ihrive. and spread their message, on the 
strength of their martyrs: have those who 
pursue the cause of animal rights - even to 
the point of personal injury, death and 
breach of the law - now found their own 
version of Chico Mendes. the Brazilian 
environmentalist who was killed in 1988? 

The death of Senhor Mendes - which was 
not. as in the case of Ms Phipps, accidental 

— gave the global environmental movement 
a sanctity even in the eyes of those who did 
not previously subscribe to its credo. The 
export of veal calves is an issue on which 
Britain’s middle classes have been stirred, 
even though the stirring has been done by 
agitators with whom they should have no 
affinity. Disconcerting though it must seem 
to many. Ms Phipps may yet be the “Chico 
Mendes" of the animal rights movement. 

Britain has a long and honourable trad¬ 
ition of animal welfare. Yet the people of this 
country have always recognised, in regard to 
animals, the frontier between welfare and 
rights. In the wake of Ms Phipps’s "martyr¬ 
dom", there will arise a- temptation to blur 
that important distinction. That is a danger 
which we should take guard against older, 
kinder concerns must on no account be 
harnessed to a more destructive engine. 


Employment risks 
of minimum wage 

From the Under Secretary of 
State for Employment 

Sir, John Edmonds, in his enthusiasm 
for the minimum wage fUK’s indus¬ 
trial signpost points the wrong way". 
Business, February 10). misquotes 
from a parliamentary reply on em¬ 
ployment growth and the minimum 
wage in other countries. 

Over the economic cycle. 1079 to 
1990, employment growth in Britain 
was. in fact, faster than in those 
European countries such as France 
and Belgium, which had minimum 
wages set at significant levels. The 
United States did have faster employ¬ 
ment growrh than Britain, but its 
minimum wage is set at a relatively 
very low level, and was not up-rated 
by either the inflation rate or the 
average increase in wages during the 
1980s. Although President Clinton 
came to power more than two years 
ago pledging to raise the level, he 
decided nor ro for fear that it might 
damage the recovery, preferring to 
wait until he had a Republican Con¬ 
gress and Senate before announcing 
he would try to gef a 25 cents-an-hour 
increase through. 

In the 1960s and 1970s Britain was 
bottom or nearly bottom of the Group 
uf Seven (leading industrial countries) 
when it came to key areas of economic 
performance such as manufacturing 
output growth and the increase in 
manufacturing productivity. In the 
1980s. and since then, we have 
performed at least as well as the $7 
average, and in the case of the growth 
in manufacturing productivity the UK 
is near to the top of the league. 

This significant improvement in 
our economic performance has allow¬ 
ed for a sustainable increase in real 
lake-home pay at all levels: a single 
man in the bottom 10 per cent of earn¬ 
ings. for example, is 23 per cent better 
off, whereas from 1974 to 1979. when 
productivity stagnated, the same 
group saw a small fall in earnings. 

Workers in this group are. however, 
vulnerable to unemployment which, 
as the Rowntree report (details, Feb¬ 
ruary 10) points out. is a major cause 
of poverty.This increase in unemploy¬ 
ment began as far back as the 1970s 
and has occurred throughout the 
developed world, not just in the UK. 

That is why it is so important that 
we do nothing to endanger the steady 
fall in unemployment and growth in 
employment which we are experienc¬ 
ing. It has taken our unemployment 
levels below those in the EU as a 
whole, in contrast to the 1970s. when 
we were worse than the EU average. 

The minimum wage has resulted in 
youth unemployment levels in France 
which are twice the UK’s levels, while 
Belgium's is one and a half times as 
high. As the European Commission 
and DSS reports have pointed out, 
unemployment is a far greater source 
of poverty than low pay and the 
minimum wage would simply replace 
low pay with no pay for hundreds of 
thousands of people. 

Yours faithfully. 

PHILLIP OPPENHEIM. 

Department of Employment, 

Caxton House, Tothill Street, SWl. 


Business letters, page 29 


Health ‘economies’ 

From Mr R. T. Oerfon 

Sir. You report | February 9) that the 
Health Secretary is trying “to put a 
stop ... to increasing demands from 
magistrates and Crown Court judges 
for her to appear m court to explain 
the shortage of secure mental health 
beds for dangerous offenders". Would 
it not be simpler for her to provide the 
explanation? How about, for instance. 
“We are economising on this sort of 
thing so that we can cut taxes in the 
hope of winning the next election"? 

Yours faithfully. 

R. T. OEKTON. 

84 Burghley Road, NW5. 


At odds on Cyprus 

From the Ambassador of Greece 

Sir. “Damned if you do. damned if 
you don’t". That is how Greece is 
treated in your leader of February 7. 
Your comments are unnecessarily 
venomous. 

To dismiss Greece’s policy towards 
Turkey's customs union with the EU 
as a sign of "obduracy" or “petulance" 
does a disservice to your readers. Any 
veto can be called "cynicaj" by those 
who oppose it. Ours was designated to 
make Turkey abide by the UN resolu¬ 
tions if she wanted to benefit from EU 
aid. Who is the “cynic" in this case? 

You offer Turkey as a “potential role 
model” for the Turkie-speaking Cen¬ 
tral Asian republics of the former 
USSR. One can only hope that these 
republics wfll take your suggestion 
with a very large pinch of salt and will 
not start invading immediately their 
neighbours, show contempt for the 
UN resolutions, reduce the Secretary 
General to Sisyphean impotence and 
treat their minorities the way the 
Kurds are treated. 

As for Greece’s “disconcerting line 
on Bosnia”, there has been movement 
of late. We have said from the begin¬ 
ning that the recognition of Bosnia as 
an independent state was premature 
and' that no solution of lhe ensuing 
problems could be devised without 
taking into due consideration the 
views of all the parties concerned. 
This is by now conventional wisdom 
within the “Contact Group". It is 


Shortage of intensive-care beds 


From Dr A. R. Webb and 
DrJ. Coakley 

Sir. There seem to be two problems of 
immediate concern on the provision 
and staffing of intensive therapy unit 
(ITU) hospital beds (brief report, later 
editions, February S): first, there are 
not enough, and secondly beds may 
not be adequately staffed.' 

An intensive-care patient may need 
sophisticated monitoring and treat¬ 
ment. bur most of aft requires the 
constant attention of a skilled nurse. 
This is becoming difficult to provide, 
in London particularly. Mr Tom 
Sackville, the Junior Health Minister, 
has admitted that there is cause for 
concern. 

Intensive-care unit mortality can be 
as high as 20 per cent, but there is no 
satisfactory method of deciding which 
20 per cent will die. If we knew in 
advance those patients for whom 
treatment was futile we would not 
subject them or their relatives to the 
stress occasioned by iniensivc-care. 

The provision of less well staffed, 
hence cheaper, high-dependency beds 
may alleviate some of the pressure on 
intensive-care beds, and we would 
welcome such provision, though noi at 
the expense of ITU capacity. 

In our experience. ITU beds are not 
fall because of seasonal variations: 
they are fall throughout the year. Ade¬ 
quate provision may be expensive, but 
experience from America shows that 
patients admitted with trauma or fol¬ 
lowing major surgery for supportive 
ITU care before any complications 
develop fare much better than chose 
admirted with complications, as is 
common practice in this country. That 
demands more time and equipment 
and consequently is much more ex¬ 
pensive. 

Paradoxically, provision of more 
staffed ITU beds to make possible ear- 


Haw-Haw’s captivity 

From Mr Nigel S. Fallon 

Sir, Your readers may be interested to 
learn of the pan my late father played 
in the case of Lord Haw-Haw — Will¬ 
iam Joyce (report and photograph, 
February 8). 

In June 1945 Lieutenant-Colonel 
Martin FaJJon. RAMG was the Com¬ 
manding Officer of Surgical Division, 
71 General Hospital, near Flensburg. 
Schleswig-Holstein. Uiis was where 
Joyce was arrested, having been hit 
point-blank by a pistol shot in the 
right thigh. 

My father operated, removed the 
bullet, and then was pressed to hand 
over his patient to the Military Police 


Pipes and chips 

From Mr Sean A. Farrell 

Sir, 1 am pleased to read (Mr York 
Skinners letter. February 8; see also 
letters, January 28. February 1) that 
Den stone College are still happy with 
their derision to install a Bradford 
computing organ. Mr York Skinner; 
though, seems not to remember the 
occasions on which the use of piano or 
a very small number of organ stops 
were the only options for accompany¬ 
ing the daily chapel service. 

The Denstorie organ consists of five 
divisions of stops spread over three 
manuals and pedals. On a number of 
occasions during my period as or¬ 
ganist only one division was operable, 
rendering the instrument too quiet to 
accompany a large congregation and 
useless for teaching purposes. 

The problem with the mains switch, 
to which Mr York Skinner refers, was 
not one of location, but rather that one 
of the two power switches had failed, 
being of an inadequate size to handle 
the power passed through it 

Yours faithfully, 

SEAN A. FARRELL 
(Assistant Organist). 

Wakefield Cathedral, Northgate, ■ 
Wakefield, West Yorkshire. 

February 9. 


“disconcerting" to see The Times so 
much behind the times. 

I totally agree with your assessment 
that pressure should be exerted on the 
Turkish Cypriot leader. Mr Denk- 
tash, to abandon his intransigence. 
We need a firm commitment for the 
start of negotiations for the accession 
of Cyprus to the EU. This would serve 
as a catalyst for the solution of the 
Cyprus problem and benefit both 
communities on the island. 

Yours sincerely. 

ELIAS GOUNARJS, 

Embassy of Greece, 
la Holland Park, Wil. 

From Professor C. H. Dodd 

Sir. The French plan for Greece, Tur¬ 
key and Cyprus admired in your lead¬ 
ing article is not so much a thing of 
beauty, as a dangerous fudge. It is 
also appeasement in response ro 
blackmail. Greece has been allowed to 
reinforce its linkage between Turkey's 
European aspirations and the Cyprus 
dispute, which needs to be settled 
within its own terms. 

The plan is dangerous because it 
will encourage intransigence in the 
Greek Cypriots if it is envisaged that 
the Republic of Cyprus can eventually 
join the EU without a settlement of the 
Cyprus dispute. They have long been 
unduly favoured by international re- 


Letters should carry a daytime 
telephone number. They may be 
faxed to 0171-782 5046.' 


ly admission may prove cheaper and 
more efficient in the long lenm. In¬ 
deed, mortality may well be reduced. 

Yours sincerely. 

A. R. WEBB 

(Chairman, North Thames Intensive 
Therapy' Specialist Committee), 
JOHN COAKLEY (Secretary), 
c/o Si Bartholomew's Hospital, 
Department of Intensive Care. 

West Smithfield. EC1. 

From Professor Michael Rosen and 
others 

Sir. The most recent crisis in the 
shortage of hospital inicnsive-care 
beds is"due in considerable pan to the 
failure to develop high-dependency 
units in UK hospitals. 

It has been increasingly evidenr for 
some years that there are many hos¬ 
pital patients — as many as 10 per cent 
in our surveys — who need more care 
than is generally available on ord¬ 
inary hospital wards, and yet who do 
nor need the lull resources and life- 
support facilities of intensive-care 
units. 

There are considerable opportu¬ 
nities therefore to reorganise existing 
resources, including trained nurses, 
far more flexibly. This is the subject of 
a report to be published next month by 
the Royal College of Surgeons of 
England and the Royal College of 
Anaesthetists. 

Yours faiihfullv. 

MICHAEL ROSEN 
(President. Renal College of 
Anaesthetists. J9S8-9)).' 

G REES 

(Consultant anaesthetist). 

D. CROSBY 
(Consultant surgeon). 

University Hospiral of Wales. 

Heath Park. Cardiff. 

February 10. 


for interrogation. (At that time, some 
senior military figures would have 
liked to see him shot without a 
hearing). 

My father refused, at least until the 
wound had healed satisfactorily. He 
ordered a guard to be placed at the 
foot of Joyce* bed — an Irish Guards 
sergeant armed with a Sten gun. Joyce 
often complained, in a lighthearted 
way. that his guard* snoring pre¬ 
vented him from getting a good night’s 
sleepJoyce was eventually brought 
back to England and hanged. Any 
delay was purely medical. . ‘ 

Yours faithfully, 

NIGEL FALLON. 

Box Hedge Cottage. Whashton. 
Richmond, North Yorkshire. 


Vox pop 

From Dr S. H. Large 

Sir. 1 am regularly telephoned at night 
to ask if 1 will “pop" out to make a 
house call (letters. February 8,11.15). 
The implication in the worn “pop” is 
that the request will be only a minor 
inconvenience to me when the truth is 
that, like all night visits, it will be a 
major imposition. 

When requesting a visit from their 
doctor, I would advise people to avoid 
the word “pop" if they want a sym¬ 
pathetic response. 

Yours faithfully. 

STEPHEN LARGE, 

17 Silver Street, Chacombe, 

Banbury, Oxfordshire. 


To the point 

From Mr T. M. Halton 

Sir. What is wrong with “is missing” 
rather than “has gone missing" 
(letters. February 14.15)? It is shorter 
and more grammatically correci — ar 
least the way I was taught 

Yours faithful! v, 

TIM HALTON. 

Upper Vann House. 

Hambledon, Surrey. 


cognition of their state in defiance of 
toe I960 International agreements 
guaranteeing a vital role in the consti¬ 
tution for the Turkish Cypriot com¬ 
munity — legality without legitimacy. 

The plan will also generate pressure 
on Turkey, but no Turkish politician 
can survive who makes serious con¬ 
cessions over Cyprus. To do so is to 
invite into greater power and in¬ 
fluence the growing Islamic, national¬ 
ist and radical-left opposition. This 
could seriously affect Turkey’s role in 
the Middle East, so valuable in the 
Gulf crisis. Nor would the Turkish 
Cypriots want to join the European 
Union with the Greek Cypriots if 
Turkey were not also a member. They 
would feel exposed and defenceless. 

Let us hope that the plan has taken 
into account these and other realities. 

Yours faithfully, 

C. H. DODD. 

10 Manor Road. Hemfngford Grey, 
Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire. 
February 8. 

From Mr Osman Streater 

Sir. You publish a correction (Feb¬ 
ruary 8) saying that the two parts of 
your map of Cyprus should have been 
labelled “Turkish Cypriot populated" 
and “Greek Cypriot populated", not 
’To Turkey" and “To Greece" as it 
appeared. I do not think you should 
dismiss your mapmaker-s construc¬ 
tive suggestion as cavalierly as that 

Yours faithfully. 

OSMAN STREATER. 

Savile Club. 69 Brook Street, WI. 


Italian response to 
US pasta snub 

From Mr Antonio Carlucdo 

Sir. So the S3me American scientists 
who invented the “Mediterranean 
diet" now suggest that vegetables are 
more nutritious than pasta (report. 
February 10). 

This reminds me of Mussolini, who 
said lhar “pasta is had for your health, 
rice is much healthier", and made this 
the excuse to reduce the importation 
from Turkey, ai huge cost, erf Ihe dur¬ 
um wheat flair necessary for ihe pro¬ 
duction of good pasta. Meanwhile, 
rice cultivated in the Pu Valley in vast 
quantities was being fed to animals. 
Could a reason for the American sug¬ 
gestion be the fact that California is a 
major producer of vegetables? The 
worldwide invasion of Italian food in 
the form of pizza and pasta i s evidence 
of the recognition that it is a natural 
source of carbohydrates, proteins and 
vitamins, ideal for a healthy diet. 

Pasta is a wonderful food — satis¬ 
fying. versatile, healthy, cheap, easy 
to prepare and available at any rime. 
Obviously it depends on the quality 
and quantity of ingredients used: if 
you eat too much and do not exercise, 
obesity will result — portions served 
in US restaurants are often so enor¬ 
mous that people have to take away 
tiie excess food in doggy-bags. 

I believe that life expectancy is the 
same throughout the Western world, 
whether or not you eat the “Mediter¬ 
ranean diet": the difference is that 
Mediterranean people generally lead 
less srressfal lives. Despite its political 
problems. Italy is stiJJ known tc be a 
country of good living and is one of the 
lop industrial nations in the world. 
Pasta clearly has nor damaged its 
vitality! 

Yours faithfully. 

ANTONIO CARLUCCIO 
(Proprietor). 

The Neal Street Restaurant. 

26 Neal Street. WC2. 

February 10. 


Visas for Russians 

From the Under Secretaiy of State. 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

Sir, Professor Rayfield (letter. Feb¬ 
ruary 14) and Mr Baker (letter. 
February 7) wrote about difficulties in 
obtaining LHC visas at our embassy in 
Moscow', it is important to keep these 
things in.perspective. 

Far from placing obstacles in the 
way of visitors. 98 per cent of visit visa 
applications made in Moscow are 
granted, most within a day or two. 
There is a “fast track" system for 
businessmen and others whose visits 
are time-sensitive and often have to be 
made at short notice. But as Mr 
Baker acknowledged, there is a need 
to ensure visitors are genuine and do 
not for example, intend to work 
illegally. 

In Moscow, as elsewhere, an ap¬ 
plicant's bona fides are not always 
self-evident. It is then necessary to ask 
questions, and sometimes for sight of 
supporting documents. 

Visa applications made to the 
British Embassy in Moscow doubled 
last year to nearly 100.000. This rapid 
but welcome increase inevitably put 
the system under strain. Additional 
offices have recently opened. Extra 
staff have been deployed. This will 
enable us to provide a better service 
all round. 

Yours faithfully. 

TONY BALDRY, 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 
King Charles Street SWl. 

February 14. 


Hie Nelson touch 

From Dr Keith J. Thrower 
Sir. When I was a senior Scout in 24th 
Norwich Sea Scouts (now 1st Thorpe 
St Andrew) our patrol name was 
Drake and we wished to rename ir 
after Lord Nelson, who was bom in 
Norfolk. Nelson was not on the list of 
patrol names, so we suggested to 
Seoul headquarters that it be added. 

Wc received a response to the effect 
that although Lord Nelson was a 
great admiral his private life was noi 
considered suitable as an example to 
Scouts. 

Yours sincerely, 

KEITH J. THROWER. 

Avenue de Ripont 5c. 

B-1330 Rixensart, Belgium. 


ite’ 


Legal benefit 


From Mr Anthony Hopldnson 

Sir, You are sponsoring a conference 
entitled The Woman Lawyer Benefit 
or Burden" (Law, February 14). How 
about another, dropping the word 
“Woman”?' 

Yours sincerely. 

ANTHONY HOPKINSON, 
Melboum Bury, 

Rqyston, Hertfordshire. 

February 14. 


Crooked bats 

From MrJ. D. Lloyd 

Sir. I would pay to have a cricket team 
I had to bribe to lose (report. Sport, 
February 14). 

Yours Faithfully. 

JAMES LJLOYD, 

5 Paper Buildings. Temple. EC4. 
February 14. ' 

Sports letters, page 42 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
February 15: His Excellency Mr 
Peier Simmons was received in 
audience by The Queen upon his 
appointment as High Commis¬ 
sioner for Barbados in London. 

Mrs Simmons was also received 
by Her Majesty. 

Mr Peter Newton was received 
in audience by The Queen and 
kissed hands upon his appoint* 
menj us Her Majesty's Ambas¬ 
sador Extraordinary and Plenipo¬ 
tentiary' to the Republic of 
Guatemala 

Mrs Newum was also received 
bv Her Majesrv. 

'Mr Douglas Scrafton was re- 
«iveil in audience by The Queen 
,-ind kissed hands upon his 

appointment as Her Majesty"s 
Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary to the Republic of 
Yemen. 

Mrs Scrafton was also received 
fn Her Majesty. 

The Chairman of the Par¬ 
liament. Head of State of the 
Republic nf Georgia and Mrs 
Shevardnadze visited The Queen. 
The Duke of Edinburgh. Patron. 
Li'ndon Federation of Clubs for 
Young People, this evening at¬ 
tended a Reception given by 
Ntkrrcapiial Group Limited. Park 
House. Finsbury Cirrus. London 
EC2. 

Major Charles Richards was in 
attendance. 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
February 15: The Prince Edward. 
Trustee. The Duke of Edinburgh's 
Award, this evening attended a 
Musical Soiree and Dinner at St 
.kunes's Palace. 

Mrs Richard Warbunon was in 
attendance. 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
February >5: The Princess Royal, 
Patron. Adult Literacy and Basic 
Skills Unit, this morning chaired 
the Family Literacy Conference at 
Queen Elizabeth 11 Conference 
Centre. London SVVI. 


Her Royal Highness. Com¬ 
mandant in Chief, St John Am¬ 
bulance and Nursing Cadets, this 
afternoon attended the Chelsea 
Rower Show Reception at St 
John's Gate. Clerkenwgil. London 
ECL 

Mrs Charles Ritchie was in 
attendance. 

The Princess Royal. President. 
Royal Yachting Association, later 
attended a meeting of the CoundL 
Royal Thames ' Yacht Club. 
Knightsbridge. London SWl. 

Her Royal Highness. Master, 
the Worshipfiil Company of 

Wool men. this evening attended 

the Annual Court and Ladies 
Dinner at Buckingham Palace. 
CLARENCE HOUSE 
February 15: Queen Elizabeth The 
Queen Mother. Cbfonel-in-Chiet 
Royal Army Medical Corps, this 
afternoon visited the Queen Eliza¬ 
beth Military Hospital at 
Woolwich. 

Dame Frances Campbell-Pres- 
lon. Sir Alastarr AinJ and Major 
Colin Burgess were in attendance. 
ST JAMES'S PALACE 
February 15: The Prince of Wales. 
Duke of Com wait today attended 
a Duchy Marketing Advisory 
Group Meeting Luncheon at St 
James's Palace. 

His Royal Highness this after¬ 
noon visited the BBC World Ser¬ 
vice. Bush House. Sound. London 
WC2 

Dr Manon Williams was in 
attendance. 

The Prince of Wales. Patron, 
Foundation for integrated Medi¬ 
cine, later received Board 
members. 

YORK HOUSE 
ST JAMES'S PALACE 
February 15: The Duke of Kent, 
Grand Master, the United Grand 
Lodge of England, this evening 
visited Croydon Masonic Hall. 
Oakfield Road, Croydon. Surrey. 

Mr Nicolas Adamson was in 
attendance. 


Birthdays today 

Mr P.E.R. Bailey, former director. 
G&wick and Stansted airports. 70. 
Mr Iain Banks, author, 41: Mr 
James Boatent. GC. 52: Professor 
Robin Clark. FRS, chemist. 60: Mr 
\nhur Crook, former Editor, The 
rime: Literary Supplement, S3: 
Mr F'.G.R. Cuming, painter. 65: 
Mr Anthony Dowell, ballet 
dancer. 51 Mr David Emms, 
director. London Goodenoueh 
Trust for Overseas Graduates. 70: 
Professor J.R. Famdon, consultant 
surgeon. 49: Mr Peter Wain. MP. 
45: "Professor Jack Levy, mechani¬ 
cal engineer. 69: Mr John 
McEnroe, tennis player. 36: Sir 
Maitland Macfcie. former Lord 
Lieutenant of Aberdeenshire. S3: 
Sir Michael Milne-Waison. former 
chairman. BV.PA. 85; Mr J.D. 
Mi«L<re. I ieadmaster. St Dunsian's 
College. 51 Mr Peter Porter, jwf- 
i*r>: Kir John Sdilesingcr. film 
director, 69: Sir James Swaffield. 
former director-general and Clerk 
to the GLC. 71; Dr J. Tobin, 
anaesthetist. SI: Sir Peter Webster, 
former High Court judge. 
71. 


Buckingham Palace 
luncheon 

The Queen and the Duke of 
Edinburgh held a luncheon party 
yesterday at Buckingham Palace. 
The guests were: 

Miss snetta Masters la director. Bank 
of England). Dame Margaret Weston 
tcliairman. Homiman Public 
Museum ami Public Park Trust). Dr 
Andrew Coyle (governor. HM Prison. 
Brixton). Mr Ellery Hanley (National 
Rug tv League coach). Mr George 
Kynoch. fMember of Parliament tor 
Kincardine and Deeside). Mr John 
MCNIcftoIas (President of rhe 
NarlonaJ Association of Teacherei. 
Sir Vidla Naipaul (authon and Mr 
Michael wakeford (Clerk (o the 
Mercers’ Company!. 


Major General 
Broomhali 

A Service of Thanksgiving for the 
life of Major General Tubby 
Broomhali will be held at 3pm on 
Wednesday. March 15. 1995. at St 
Andrew’s Church. Minley Manor. 
Ticket holders only. Apply to 
Corps Secretary Royal Engineers 
on 01634 S2229S. 


Anniversaries 


BIRTHS: Philipp Melanchihon. 
ihcnlogian, Brenon. Germany. 
1497: Giambattista Budoni. type 
designer. Saluzzo. Italy. 1740; 
Heinrich Barth. North African 
explorer, Hamburg, 1821; Sir Fran¬ 
cis Gallon, anthropologist and 
Geneticist. Birmingham. 1822; 
Ernst Haeckel, biologist. PDLsdam. 
IR34: Henry Brook Adams, his¬ 
torian. Boston, Massachusetts. 
1838: George Macaulay Trevelyan, 
historian. "Weknmbe, Warwick¬ 
shire. IS7b; Robert Flaherty, film 
director. Michigan. 1884. 
DEATHS: Richard Mead, phy¬ 
sician. London. 1754: Lionel Lukin, 
life boat pioneer. Hythe, Kent, 
IS34: Elisha Kane, physician and 
arctic explorer. Havana. 1857; 


Henry Walter Bales, naturalist 
and South American explorer. 
London. 1892; Giosife Carducd. 
poet. Nobel laureate 190b. Bo¬ 
logna, 1907; Leslie Hore-Belisha. 
1st Baron Hore-Belisha, statesman 
and inventor of “belisha beacons", 
the flashing lights cm pedestrian 
crossings, Rhefins, 1957. 

The First British cheque was writ¬ 
ten by Nicholas Van acker. 1699. 
The Athenaeum was founded, 
1824. 

Fidel Castro became Premier of 
Cuba. 1959. 

The American nuclear submarine 
USS Triton set off cm an under¬ 
water round-the-world voyage. 
I960. 


Today’s royal 
engagements 

The Duke of Edinburgh, as Chan¬ 
cellor of Cambridge University, 
will attend a reception at St 
James's Palace at 6.00 to mark the 
publication of Cambridge Univer¬ 
sity Press’s Cambridge Inter¬ 
national Dictionary of English. 
The Princess Royal, as President of 
the British Knitting and Clothing 
CoundL will visit Favourbrook, 19- 
21 Piccadilly Arcade. SWl, at 10.15; 
as President of the Chartered 
institute of Transport, will visit the 
new Luton Airport control tower at 
2-00 and wilt attend a section 
meeting: and as Patron of the 
National Association of Victims 
Support Schemes, will attend a 
fund-raising dinner at Grosvenor 
House at 730. 

The Duke of Kent, as Vice- 
Chairman of the British Overseas 
Trade Board, will visit BCE Cellu¬ 
lar Extrusions. Exmoor Avenue. 
Sltippingdale Industrial Park. 
Scunthorpe, at 11.00: will attend a 
luncheon with local business 
representatives at the Bunercross. 
Market Place, Brigg, at l?-2ft 
followed by a visit to a regenera¬ 
tion programme exhibition at the 
AncnolRK Business Park. Ath¬ 
erton Way; and will visit die Louis 
Pearlman Business Centre. 
Gouiton Street. Hull, at 2J5. 


Dinners 

The Pilgrims 

Mr Kenneth Clarke. QC. Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, was (he guest of 
honour and principal speaker at a 
dinner of The Pflgrijms held last n^hf 
at the Savoy Hotel Professor Robert 
Worcester, chairman of the executive 
committee, presided. Mr M. Peter 
Barton also spoke. Among those 
present were. 

The Right Rev Dr R D Say. Lord and 
Lady ChaUani- lord Sheffield. Lord 
Slvnn of HJdiey. Lord Hacking. Lord 

Howe of Aberavon. qc. Lord Montagu 

of Beaulieu, me Hon Sir Clive and Lady 
Barbara Bottom. the Hon Sir Peter and 
Lady Rarmborham. Sir Cedi and Lady 


Norris. vice-Admlral Sir James 
Jungfus. Sir John and Lady Peel. Sir 
Gerrard and Lady Peat. Sir Crispin 

Ticfcell. Dame Anne Warbunon. Air 

Chief Marsha) Sir Nell and Lady 

Wheeler. Mrs M Peter Barton. Mr and 

Mrs P James Butler. Mr John 
Flngfeion. Mr Murray Lawrence. Mr 
ana Mrs J watcyn Lewis and Mr and 
Mrs Roben Sigmon. 

HM Government 

The Hon Douglas Hogg QC Min¬ 
ister of State for Foreign and 
Commonwealth Affairs, was the host 
ar a dinner given by Her Majesty's 
Government Iasi night at Lancaster 
House in honour of Mr Eduard 
Shevardnadze. Chairman of the Par¬ 
liament and Head of State of Geor¬ 
gia. and Mrs Shevardnadze 
HM Government 

Mr Tony BaJdry. Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State at the (for¬ 
eign and Commonwealth Office, was 
the host at a dinner given by Her 
Majesty’s Government last night at 
Lancaster House in honour of the 
Governor and Ministers of the Cay¬ 
man Islands. 

Institute of Petroleum 
Dr Brian Mawhinney. Secretary of 
Stale for Transport and the Rev 
Huw3rd Has left Chaplain to Edin¬ 
burgh Academy, were the guests of 
honour and speakers ar the annual 
dinner of die Institute of Rnroteum 
held last night at Grosvenor House 
Mr David Varney, president, was in 
the chair. 

Company of Tin Male Workers 
aHas Wire Workers 
Mr John Chisholm. Chief Executive 
of the Defence Research Agency. 
Famborough, was the guest speaker 
at a court dinner of the Company of 
Tin Plare Workers alias Wire Work¬ 
ers heW Iasi night at Tallow Chan¬ 
dlers’ Hall. Mr Kenneth W.C- Reed. 
Master, presided, assisted by Mr 
Bryan Marsh and Dr Robin SA. 
Whiic. Wardens. 

University College London 
Mr Michael Freeman delivered the 
Crabtree Oration to the Crabtree 
Foundation at the annual dinner held 
last night at University College 
London. Major-General Ian Baker 
presided. 


Luncheon 

Newspaper Press Fond 
Mr Tony Blair. Leader of HM 
Opposition, was the guest speaker at 
the annual luncheon of the News¬ 
paper Press Fund held yesterday at 
rhe Savoy Hotel. Mr Freddy John¬ 
ston, Chairman of Johnston Press, 
presided. Mr Ricky Marsh and Mr 
Mark Kersen. Deputy Chairman of 
the Midland News Association, also 
spoke. Among others present woe 
cnief executives and senior editorial 
stair at national newspapers, radio 
end television. representatives of rue 
regional press and friends and 
supporters of the tend. 



Undervalued riches that 
hide beside the Thames 

By Norman Hammond, archaeology correspondent 


THE Thames foreshore is 
London's largest and least- 
known archaeological site, ac¬ 
cording to one of the city's 
leading excavators. Ir is also 
the most threatened by erosion 
and development. 

“It's not widely known that 
a large site runs through the 
middle of London that is 
archaeologically rich, has nev¬ 
er been systematically sur¬ 
veyed. and is threatened 
daily.” Gustav Milne, of Univ¬ 
ersity College London, says. 
“Between the high and low 
water marks is an area of 
great diversity, which contains 
material of considerable ar¬ 
chaeological significance." 

Recent studies show that a 
remarkable range of features 
are routinely exposed and 
then eroded, without ever 
being systematically mapped 
or recorded. Both the British' 
Museum and the Museum of 
London have numerous arte¬ 
facts “from the Thames”, of 
which the Iron Age bronze 
shield from Battersea, with its 
elaborate Celtic decoration, is 
probably the most famed. 

The potential of the Thames 
mud was dramatically under¬ 
lined last week when a 17th- 
century gold ring, possibly 
associated with the court of 
James 1 and valued at £20,000, 
was reported found near Can¬ 
non Street station {The Times, 
February 8). 

Tides were lower in ancient 
times, so what were once dry¬ 
land sites are exposed by the 
erosive force of the river, Mr 
Milne says; but the foreshore 
is only exposed for a few hours 


each day between rides, mak¬ 
ing recording work difficult 
Sites are likely to be of three 
kinds: remains of ships, for¬ 
mer loci of human activity’, 
and palaeoenvironmenial 
sites such as drowned forests 
and peat layers. 

Parts of historic ships, in¬ 
cluding windlasses and an¬ 
chors, can be found on the 
foreshore at Bermondsey, a 
recent survey has shown, and 
many hulks tie along the lower 
Thames and Medway, some 
threatened by building works 
such as the new Medway 
tunnel ar Chatham. 

Development of the East 
Thames Corridor down¬ 
stream from London presents 
a massive threat: although 
historic buildings have been 
recorded, rhe foreshore has 
not, giving the misleading 
impression'that it is archaeo¬ 
logically sterile, Mr Milne 
says. 

“It is imperative that the 
Thames-Medway foreshore is 
systematically surveyed be¬ 
fore any further development 
schemes are given the green 
light." he says. “It demands a 
major response from the Roy¬ 
al Commission on Historical 
Monuments and English 
Heritage. It begs for, and 
deserves to geu positive action 
from the authorities. 

“It also demands a co¬ 
ordinated response from ar¬ 
chaeologists. to don their 
wellingtons, consult their tide- 
tables, and start field-walking 
on archaeology's final 
frontier." 

Source: Rescue News 63:1-2. 


Announcements 
from the schools 

Si Helen’s School Northwood 
The Governors are pleased to 
announce the appointment of Mrs 
Diana Jerkins, presently Deputy 
Head of Henrietta Bamen School. 
10 be Head of Si Helen’s School. 
North wood, from September I. 
1995. She succeeds Dr Yvonne 
Bume who has been appointed 
Head of Cl tv of London School for 
Crrfs. 

Samuil Hall School 

The school wflj be moving io its 
new site at 15 Eton Avenue In April 
1995. Old Girls who have not 
received an imitation to the last 
reunion at 51 Eton Avenue on 
March IS are invited to contact the 
school - 0171 794 2261. 

Epsom College 

All Old Epsomians who entered 
the College between 1950 ana 1962 
are invited to a reunion at the 
College on Sarurday. May 6.1995. 
Those who have nor been con¬ 
tacted already should write to the 
Headmaster. A new data base is 
being constructed for the Old 
Epsomian Club. Anyone who is 
not at present in contact, or anyone 
with information about Old 
Epsomians. should write to the 
Old Epsomian Club Secretary. 
Epsom College. Surrey. KT17 4JQ. 


Service dinner 

Bristol University Air Squadron 
Air Marshal Sir John Willis. Chief 
of Staff Headquarters Logistics 
Command, was the guest of hon¬ 
our at the annual dinner of the 
Bristol University Air Squadron 
held last night at Azimghur Bar¬ 
racks. Coleme. Squadron Leader 
J.CA. Fraser. Commanding Of¬ 
ficer. presided. 

The Air Officer Commanding 
and Commandant RAF College 
Cran well, the Vice-Chancellor of 
Bristol University, the Vice-Chan¬ 
cellor of Bath University and the 
Governor of the University of the 
West of England (Bristol) were 
among the guests. 


Forthcoming 


marriages 


MrJ.Asgian 
md Miss K,W- Gfltsoff 
Die engagement is an noting 
Setween John, son of Mr and Mrs 
lohn Asgian. of Doyiesiown. Penn¬ 
sylvania, USA. and kannK* 
Wanda, younger daughter Of Mr 


Mr J.T. Alack 
and Miss S. Neame 
The engagement is announced 
between Jonathan, son of Mr and 
Mrs D.T. Alack, of Leamington 
Spa, Warwickshire, and Shuna. 
daughter of Christopher Neame. 
of London, and of Mrs T. Rush ton. 
of Gerrards Cross. Bucking¬ 
hamshire. 


M E.R. Bachmann 

and Miss S.C. Elliott 
The engagement is announced 
between Emmanuel, son of M and 
Mme Rerfe Bachmann, of Stras¬ 
bourg. France, and Sarah 
Caroline, elder daughter of Dr and 
Mrs Richard Elliott, of Digswell. 
Welwyn. Hertfordshire. 

lieutenant Commander G.R. 
Graham. RN 
and Miss K.T.L. Mitchell 
The engagement is announced 
between Gordon, only’ sot* of Mr . 
and Mrs Gordon Graham. of‘ 
Lochcarron. Ross-shire. formerly 
of Aberdeen, and Karen, only 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Ian 
Mitchell, of Pine Lodge.’ 
Chilworth. Hampshire. 

MrT.N.B- Rochford 
and Miss D J. Shields 
The engagement is announced 
between Thomas, younger son of 
(he late Mr James Rochford and of 
Mrs James Rochford. of Rakombe, 
West Sussex, and Deirdre. only 
daughter of Air and Mrs William 
Shields. of Draycote. 
Warwickshire. 


Mr A.R4-Buchanan 

and Miss C.R. Craig 
The engagement is 
between Angus, son of Mr Ian, 
Buchanan and Mrs Anthony d AJ f. 
ton. of Cambridgeshire, and 
Charlotte, daughter °f Mr and 
Mrs Harry Craig, of Salford 

priors. Worcestershire. 

Mr AJ-P- CresweU 
and Mbs K.L Rrid 
The engagement is announced 
between Alexander, son of Mr ana 
Mrs Simon Cresweli, of Catttstock. 
Dorset and Kale, daughter of Dr 
Alexander Reid, of Notling Hill 
Gate. London, and Mrs Sandy 
Milne, of Pkldlehiruon. Dorset. 

Mr P.K.C. Gibbs 
and Mbs M J. Adcock 
The engagement is announced 
between Philip, eldest son of Mr 
Martin Gibbs, of Wimbledon, 


Mr T.C. Jackson 

and Miss S-GM. Barren' 

The engagement is announced 
between Thomas, son of Mr and 
Mrs A.P.C. Jackson, of Haslerawe, 
Surrey, and Sarah, youngest 
daughter or Mr R-M. Barrett, of 
Dallas, USA. and MrsJ-A. Barrett, 
of Fulham, London. 


Marriages 

Mr E.R. Hanbmy 

and Miss N.A. Rawfinson 

The marriage took place on Feb- { ) 

ruary 15.1995. in Rutland, between 

Joss Hanbury. of Burley-on-the- 

Hfll, Leicestershire, and Nicky 

Rawtinson. of Stody. Norfolk. 

Dr A.D- Trap 
and Dr A.D. Hail 
The marriage took place on Thurs¬ 
day. December 15. 1994. at Croy¬ 
don Register Office, between 
Andrew David Trap and Anne 
Denise Hall. 


Institution of Civil 
Engineers 


The following candidates have been 
admitted to Corporate Membership. 
Associate Membership and Tech¬ 
nician Membership of the Institution 
Of Civil Engineers following toe 
autumn IW professional reviews: 
Chartered Professional Review 
Adams 5 i. Adebayo A O: Altken K y 
Alike ahead J W: Akerman R H: Allen C 
5: Anderson X W: Ashmore 1C: Aihs R 
S: Aihayde T C: Babenko G: Ballinger 
K a. Barnes A: Barnes R A: Baxter A R. 
Baxter J R F. Beaumont X D: BecWns- 
ham R J: Benneo P A: Benson A D; 
Benson J F: Bergln P: Beny C W: 
Biuings-Stevenson a M: Blake i D: 
Bradshaw P G; BridReman J M: 
Brookfield R P (RKHMP): Brown D R: 
Brown R w; Bruce D W: BrunP R M; 
Bryson R; Buck S K: Burton R A; Butler 
P \l C: Cardwell G W: Chaffer S P: 
Chalmers J R: Chan WKL Charlton K 
Christian" M T; Clark M J: Clark- 
Hughes J D; Clarke- ARB; Cllffe H: 
Clifford G F J: Cottar T A; cotton J L: 
Corcoran K F A: Cory-wrlghi A H: 
CrowTJA. 

Dailey H. Dalai P R: Daly A F;Darvdo R 
H: Davenport J B: Davies* D C: Day D 
M: Deane J E: Detany M- Dickinson S 
G w ; Doblnscm B: Dolphin s R: 
Dravcon i: DugdaJe s B; Earp K L 
Eddy D: Ellis M J: Emmerson G fc 
England M R. Erurer M T j; Errtcker P 
R. Ethelston O M: Evans E J; Evans G 
R; Finch J: Fisher p J: Fletcher N: 
Fletcher P: Franteue 8 J: Frankland P 
M: Freeman M: French EMW; Chons 
oldsmltn! 


G S: Go I 


P:Gourla 


; Grant 


S J: Grubb s R T; Guillaume B?HaIl M 
J: Hampson A J; Hands N P; Hannctt A 
j: Hardwick I: Hauer A: Herriou s M: 
Holman c w; Home o W: Homer MJ; 
Houghton J N: Howard* J A; Hucfcs R 
F: Hull E E: Humby N; Hunter s R; 
Husband D A: Irvine G M: Iyer A; 
JamneJad G H: Jefferson D: Jenkins D 
G: Jones D r V: Jones s G: Keable j P: 
Kerr J: Kerry P J: Khan J M KJnnon R 
AiKlisonNS: Lander M D: Lane G J P: 
Lau H w W: Lawaje L D: Lee w K D: 
Lees'A N: Levea PR: LiUfe PA; London 
G a; LoU T R; Luke 5: MacDonald C: 
Mac Kay B; MaJr A J: Marks n M: 
Martin LA: McCluskey S F: McCoy aG: 
MCCrelghi N W: Mctnally J S; 
McIntyre IT: Menzies a M: Mlfne w m: 
Mitchell CC a: Mlichen D G: Mlnuvlc 
D: Moai A M: Moreion A C: Morley CI: 
Morrison N; Mortimer A F; Mouzas R 
G U Mulvany P A. Monro H J: Murptty 
M: Newell a J; Noble J S: Nurull § fc 
O Keeffe D: Oswald P F; Paine D & 
Paine J M: Palmer K H: Pa pe* R A: Parte 
M: Partcar M A: Parke I; Parker B J; 
Parker H C; Paxton C M; Peck a a. 
Penny C; Phlllpoi M J; Phllport A P: 
Plndei R C G; Ptoer G P: Pitt 1V; PoweU 
A j; Powell N1; Price S C: Purvey a r. 
Ravenscroft P I: Reading S J: Relf J A: 
Revell S; Reynolds N 1; Rice D; 
Robinson a P; Rockey A N. Ross M D. 
Round m w : Rowe T J W: Ruddle M E; 
Rushen V. Russell B M; Samphier R G: 
Scheipe CDP; Seehra R s: Senghore* 
M; Shanghavj H B; Sheffield M C: 
Shfels P fc Shlmmln E W; Simpson I 
K; Slade G E; SmJih T J: Spacey D R: 
Spencer P N; Sucey M R; sieers G R; 
Stevenson M J; Sttven A J M: Siott G M: 
Stubbs DC: Suckling* TP. Svobodj R; 
Swan R l A: Swlndley C A; Tam mo N; 
Tang C; Taylor a J; Thain W; 
Thompson c M: Thompson l C; Ttne 
CMIt Tinkler WHC: Topping J R: 
Townsend C R: Turner M S: Tyers N S; 


Udejiofo B C van Der Enr P D: Wallace 
E WC; Wang J; Wand G R: Warwick A S: 
Waterhouse p J: Watkins M D; Watson 
P J: Wan l A: Webb N S: Webster M P 
West PJ: Whiteside DJ M; Williams G 
It Williams M J: Wood DJ: woolgar IJ: 
WrlghiA 

Cbanercd Professtonal Review 
MoUlfled 

Allman K H M: Andnozewsld A L: 
Bailey 1 W R; Barrel! C J: Biggin J; 
Black D u Boeg R F; BowneST J: Carter 
DJ:CarterNJ:Chappell PM:Clark D 
M: Crane D W; Cunts l u Davies B M: 
De Man os DJ; Dempster J C: Denyer K 
P: Downes P E; Drew 5 Mr Evans T E: 
Field N M; Rim v M: Goldsmith I R; 
Griffttb 1: Hale S C Han X H: 
Hodgkins A D: Hudson C E: Hudson J 
F: Hughes K Irvine I a: Isaacs V. 
Johnson C D; Jones M P: Kalnth B C 
Lewth watte j W: Mabey a M; Mac Far- 
lane A a: Marsden* 1; Martin a j: 
MerlaneCN:MC 
Motion AW: 

Nicholson J t _ _ 

Plgg C; Poison A C Ramsay A T: 
Recnten V A; Reid a C: Robson A K: 
Sackey M: Sapra V; sharp F M; 
Simpson A D; socket! D J; Speight N R 
J: SiuUwt T P; Swain N D: Swamson P 
G; Thompson P R; Trencher C W: 
vaiambhla K a; wafer D J; williams S 
M: Woodhead R A; Wright S C 
Incorporated Profes siona l Review . 
Anderson G.AUdnson M D; Baldwin P \ 
K: Barnes S T: Beauchamp S; Bell G C: 
Bensley R L Brown J A^Cban W; 
Chapman G: Clarke S y Cox D; 
Crawford D R; Crisp D L; Crawford S: 
Crump J F: Davies D H R: Dickie S: 
Dunne J L: Fletcher 1 M. Fox* S J: 
Frankgaie W; Gaffney S: Glblln M; 
Head C: Henderson h Hess ton D J; 
Hicks MJ; Hopgood D wj; Hughes TJ: 


:n: Morgan O A: Morgan pj; 
W: Mulligan A P: Murphy W; 
UWp;NobleGS: Non MR. 


Hunt P; Irvine D: Jackson s F: Kiety P J: 
Kimberley DA; Kuzemko M A. Uster p 
J: UtUewood J J: McCulloch A W: 
McGovern M a: Mcvay A: Miles S: 
Nation P j Ti Orr J: Partces TG: Rees A 
K: Shephard S D; sherwin a M: smith 
C: Smith R L: Startings C; Tnkel M E: 
Taylor m K; Tllslcy P I H: Trayner L: 
Tron A J: Walsh J D: weerman J 
IRRHMP): welch R; Whcllon 5 J: 
Whlicombe J; White J W: williams R G: 
woodhead A R: Woods M T 
Technician Professional Review 
Andrews K C: Ashton C: Baynham M 
A: Beaney S G D; Bens T A: BlisslU A. 
Breck A; Brlnksman s E: Butcher R A: 
Butchers; Cambell A J: Casburn N M: 
Collins S A; De Prez S; Dick R B: El Us B 
K Gray P. Hamilton j E; Hayes J M: 
Hayward D P: Hudson C W; Hulme s 
K. Keeling D; Lewis K: Uoyd M: 
McGurk M; O'Connor J R; Oaics M P: 
Peak G J: Pegrum T: Pennells G J; pirie 
A UIRawlins J; Reilly P D; Reynolds F 
L Rltson H; Slmmorilte C A: Sims M P: 
Smith L Smith N M: Stark M D; 
Stevenson A R: stokes P: Threading- 
ham S M: Tweddle A M: vjancllo S J: 
Waienon A: Williams T L: wpoltorion 
L P: Voussef-Sadcghl l J 
Maiore Candidale Review 
Stevens J A 


RRHMP denotes those candidates 
who have won the Renee Redfem 
Hum Memorial Prize and an asterisk 
f) denotes those candidates who were 
commended on the standard of their 
essaysfwritten tests. 


TRADE: 0171 481 1982 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


FAX: 0171 481 9313 
FAX: 0171 782 7828 


Show yourw*ve» t n no c m t and 
above r wream. faoaneos 
children or God tn a (rooked 
and depraved imoailw In 
wttiCi you shtoe Hke stars In 
a depraved wold. 
mUpphie 2 : 15 (pEBL 


BERTHS 


- On Utti 
February, io Clare (Me 
Bln* Retd) and Ian. a Ban. 
Ceordle Robert, a wee 
brother for Charlotte and 
Sophie. 

BARKER - On February 12U> 

1995. to Celeste (Me 
Harrison) and Grepory. a 
m. George Jonathan 
Bernard. 

BOOTH - On idOi February 

1996. In Philadelphia, to Usa 
and Henry, a son. Nicholas 
Kami a brother for Laura. 

CAPON - On 21sl January, at 
. Warwick HospttaL to Cheryl 
Disney and PNBto. a son. 
wmum John Pump. 
FAIRWEATHER - On 27th 
January 1996. to Vicky (Me 
Laitfear) and Grow, a 
daughter. Natasha Clatne. 
GWYN PALMER - On 12 m 
February, to juliM (Me Van 
On) and Robert, a daughter. 
Xanthe Hoop. 

KHJROY-SOJC - On 12tn 
February 1999. to Mcrog 
and DamtnK. a beaunfOl ton. 
Zachary. 

LEE - On rebnary SOt to 
Madrid, to CsOuyne (Me 
Davies) and Robert, a son. 
Nicholas David mad a 
daughter. Isabelle Maria. 
MASON - On February 7th 
1996. in TSunton. to Jane 
and Patrick, a daudhter. 
Eleanor Rose, a abler for 
Edward. 


MOORE - On 6th February 
1995. io Susan and 

Jonathan. a daughter, 

Susannah Lara Florence, a 
abler for Edward and 
Nicholas. 

SUMNERS - On February 
11th at The Portland 
Hospital, to FYandne and 
DarvWL a bmntu danghtar. 


THORPE - To Robert and 
Emma (Me BdmvtX til 
Hebden Midge, on Utn 
February 1996. a daughter. 
Hamel OUvta Anne, a slater 
for Imogen. Emfiy and Edfm. 

TORY - To DbvM and Mcda 
(nee Murray; at The 
Portland Hospital on 
February 12m 1996. a 
daughter, Madeleine. 


DEATHS 


■WWW - On February 14th. 
pronefim y hi Bn uunu t 
Nurstna Home, Htadhrod. 
after a Proionged Btoess and 
much suffering borne with 
fortitude, aged T9 years. 
Margaret Qeatwr (Me 
BwneO, much loved wife of 
Sir John Brown (Jock). 
Moved nodw gf DensSns 
and Kenneth, aandmeOier 
of MaJcoim, MKbeDe. Lain 
and Kane. She wffl be sadly 
missed hy all her famSy and 
friends. Funeral So-vtoe at Si 
John’s Church. Chart, on 
Tuesday 21 si February 1996 

at XAS pm. followed by 

private cremation. Family 
flowers only, ton If defteed 
donations to Atehetanere 
sodety c/o GAL Luff & 
Partners Lid.. 8« Uoa Lane. 
Hasten Hue. Surrey CU27 
1JH or tel: (01428) 643624. 


THE^^TIMES 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Omr new tdepbone amber for Bftrtfa, Marriage 
and Peaft an nomco Ments is 

01717S2 7272 Or (ax 0171 782 7827 


DEATHS 


---- On lint 

February 1995. John 
Patrick, of BexbflL formerly 
or Singapore and Cape 
Town, died aged 9a Beloved 
husband of Die late Helen 
Ode Lafcllaw) and much 
loved Bober of Ptorteia and 
Lesdey. pandtotirr at 
Qutsuutwr. Susan. Sarah. 
Pamela and Marie and great- 
grand fa irur of Mraty. 
FtactuO. Joshua and Anna, 
wm be very sorely mtased. 
Qe ma noo will taka place at 
Eastbourne on Friday lTm 
February at l I.3D am. 
Farntty flowers only. 

CAMROSC - On February 

t6tiu oeacefUOy. oner a 
short tome, at Ktog Edward 
VO HospttaL London. 
Vltooum Cssuroec. send 8B. 
Ft n agul. tomtiy only. Friday. 
February 17m al Gofcten 
Cfceen Crematratum. « 
3J0pra. 

CHAHttatLAM - On 7ft 
February 1996 Josesdiine 
Mary Mc D o n ald, beloved 
wife of me late Air 
Commodore AJ-L 

Chamberlain AJP.C. Hearty 
loved nrotber ar Sbnon and 
Bridget and (T and ti w Onr or 
OUvta. Rmulera Mass wtB be 
fdtUtiol at 13 noon on 
Saturday 18th February at 
me cathode anarch or si 
cuthbst Maya*. 

Launceston. Cornwall. 
Flowers if desired to the 
Church or do na tio n s to me 
RAF Benevolent Fund. 
EoautrieK (DX81) 566-0771. 

DtMH - On February 15th. 
peacefully at homo. Joan, in 
her 94th year, widow of 
Brigadier Keith Dunn and at 
Major CUudc de LW* Bush. 
Thantoglvtng service and 
burial at St Cues’ Church. 
Ukv on Monday February 
20m at 2JO pm. Ftonily 
Bower* tody, but donations 
to Ulay Onex* Fabric Fund 
may be tax io Phmp Fort dr 
San lbl. DUtsoau House. 
Cafaraross Road. Stroud. 


DEATHS 


DltRLAC - On February 1310. 
peacetUBy at ParksMe 
HaspnaL Whubiedan. Pen 
aged aa brioved wtee of me 
We wtey Dartac. loving 
raoQrer of JSL Jan and SaBy 
and caring yand a w lher and 
sreM-grantouother to aB me 
girls and boys. AH nmb 
wekxane u a eddnow of 
her life ar 2.15 isa on 
Monday 200t February at St 
Margasers Church. Putney 
Pat* Lane. London SWl 5 
and afterwards at The AO 
Ensfond Lawn Tennta ChA. 

WlmbtoOoa at SJO m. 
Family flowers only ti tle. 
Donations to nnperto) CaDCo 1 
Research Fund. PO Box 123. 
Lbicolns Inn Fields. WC2A 

sex. 

FAIRLfE - On lllh Febr u ary 

1995. H«ry Graeme, of 
Cirences ter. Gloucestershire. 

UNDOSEN - On Frtnmry 
141h 1996. Peacefully in 
hosnttai, Kenneth Desmond 
asrt 86. Husband at 
Oerakttne Gasandra 

CEwam. Eatber of Lode 
Owner. Prorate funeral 
Doomions. tf dotted, to 
Musicians Botevglait Fund 
c/o Torbay & District 
Funeral Service. 11 
aabbacocnbe ttoao. TUrauay 
TQI 3SB. 

GBJL - On i4th February 

1996. very peareOmy al 
home In CMpplng Ctimpden 
after a period or fetlowgtdp 
with Camay and Mends. 
Kathanne Marriott aged 72. 
stater of HesoMr raee*d) and 
Peter, much loved by her 
En^Mi and North American 
fondly and many others. 
Cremation for quakou mid 
CamOy at WeBeabc m Pc 
Cemetery at 11 mn on 
Tuesday February 21st and 
to 2.30 pm a Savke at 
Thanketoriug at SI James 
Oturch. Chipping rinwpdan 
Ktohartne reouested no 
Bowers bid tf wished 
titoto ti uai to me C Jmmuti 
Home Nursing That c/o 
Allen * Son. High Street. 
MocdmUtMmh. n,* 
ca^e OAF- 


DEATHS 


GfOVAJB* - On February 14m 
peacefuBy with meat 
co u rage. Alda Convtantina 
(Me SdmooL OUao, 
Switzerland) Ct OxstwtL 
Surrey. DeKrred wife (tf 
Bhawan (VaR). Service to 


on Monday February 20th to 

. 2 ton. No Rowers. Dooatiton. 
If desired. Io Orahott District 
Medical Fund. 44 Heatfi 
Ridge Greou Cobtwm. KTll 
2QJ. 

GBUL - Tragically aa Suntow 
February jjatv, Nicholas 
Charles, loving husband at 
Judy and devtoed butter of 
Jonathan. Christopher and 
wtBtam. Funeral Service on 
Tuesday February 21K to SI 


Rood. Petersndd to 1 pro. 

Parking ’ at Cburchers 
OoOage. allow IS minutes 
walk. Family Ro w e rs only. 
Charity do na tion enautrtp to 
Fmxrai Services (PetonQekQ 
LkL. 19 The Souare. 
PMcndeM CU32 StBt. Ut 
<017301 262711. 

HAIWSS - Nott RJf. Most 
toved husband or Sue; loving 
father of Tup (Heath) and 
David. Jane and <Mt. 
Dianne and Brian. David and 
»*e: and devoted 

Vtindltoher of Chartei. 
DaifeL James. Caroflae; 
Gaby. Jeaitne. Karen Dede 
Peter and MWhaeL Puaed 
away ueurefttfly on loot 
February 1996 tn 
Johannesburg. Sootti Africa. 

UXm> - on February 13 th to 

home, t&min. aged 77. 
Hnmand of Pam and father 
of Ju nto and Edwin. 

QriJJation private. a 

TCcaptioo to oiebnite hto me 
win be iMd al NorO riani 
VIBage Kan on Sunday 
Frirniary 19m to 4,30 pm 
Donation^ tf dobed. 
D*yaMe to Men FTewen 
Educational Trust may be 
seal c/a j. Periaoe A son. 
The Duke. Beddey. Rye 
10797)260516. 


DEATHS 


MURRAY - On Tuesday 14th 
February 199S. Lieutenant 
Colonel Oaham Bruce, late 
of the Queen's Own 
HHNandera (Seaform and 
C a merons). Dearly loved 
husband of Veronica, father 


of ADCS and 
Sarah. Private u e m o tion. 
Service of Thanfesgretag win 
follow at Si Martin’s Chivch. 
unto Ness. Shr o pshire, an 
Tuesday 21st Febnmry at 
2.30 ton. No Dowers phase. 
Donations if oedrod to Army 
Ben evole n t Fund. 41 Queens 
Gate. London SW7 6HR. 


MAL0BI - On 13tii February 
peacshtfly to The Royal 
Mtouten. Saoy. aged so. 

dsrttog youngest daughter of 

Robin and JaoeL stster of 
Ftopa and Catherine. Sendee 
to SI Margaret’s. Undent w 
«b Thursday. 23W February 
to 250 m- nanny Dowers 
only- Donations. If desired, 
for The Warto Marsden NHS 
mat In inertwry of SaBy. to 
be sent to Abbey Funeral 
Services. 173 M*r Street 
Tonbridge. Kent TN9 XBX 


fUBEUO - On February 8th 
1996 peacefully to home in 
Aom. GhsB aged 93 years. 
Mfooei (MOcel beloved 

I mill—" -- 

father of N’Aroete. durlotte. 
syivfR (deceased). Migud 
and Stmard and modi loved 
wgtoftoher and greto- 
9 toKtitoher. He lived a tong 
and hffl We, firstly as a 
itobar men for over a 
decade as Ambamador for 
Cbaa to EOtiopta. 
Germany. USA. and only 
and in nfs reoreraen t ar 
ChamOor of me UntversUy 
«tf caf» Coart amongst iramy 
ntriar acttvlties. FiBsrel 
■ervtee to Accra on March 
4m i99S • famtty flowers 
only pl eas e . Letters to MbsS. 
BJbefeu c/o PO Bon 60. 
Accra. Qtom- 


DEATHS 


On 12m 
February 1996. Dr. Richard 
Nod Rycron M.C. Dear 
husband of Pairkta (Paddy), 
father of Rtchard. Cheries 
and Katharine, and Grandpa 
lo WtBtam and Eleanor. 


Sophia, and Dfogory. Family 


SWMTH - Htien Dorotiay on 
I4(fi February to Witney. 

Funeral at St Mary's. 

Witney, on Friday I7m 
February al 10.16 am. 

Dsmuos In Uru of flowers 
lo Sue Ryder Foundation c/o 
Reeves & No. 19 Fhlrftx 
Centre. KUUaglon. Qxon. 
WARNER - Isabel Mary, dear 
stater of Phtflc Warner and 
Rhym Forman, on February 
tsm to iMspuai to Dtotiy. 


MEMORIAL SERVICES 


PRINCE - Jonathan M tf . 
lOBi June 1966 to 2isi 
January 1996. Much loved 
by Menus. Camay and 
mends. Cetcbraom of 
Jonathan's life to Landau 
Lighthouse. Lancaster Road. 
London WII. to 4 tan I7tii 
Febr ua ry. Donations tf 
desired to London 
jJtonhouse. _ 


INMEMORIAM- 

HUVATE 


FfKDQfl - Cbostotte Helena 
Lonkie aged ITO - 19/7/72 
to 16/2/90. In loving 
memory of my Daughtre. 
beloved tester lo Benjamin. 
whom we newer forget and 
always mown, D e a nti n tf. 
Wnd ana d twr. so fui or 
fun. Destroyed fay others, on 
Otis day I call for God's 
J utiler for mose near and tor 
away. for what they have 
done. We love you always 
and tang for as to be 
together, res* in peace my 
Charlotte Roo. forever yow 
tovtng moomt Lynda, s&d 
Brother Ben. 


IN MEMORIAM— 
PRIVATE 


mi LI ON - In kyviztg m ew aay 
or Charione. beloved 
daughter at Batfandn and 
Lynda, sister at Benjamin Jr. 
tori granddaughter of Jactde. 

Remwrtbered always. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 


KEYSSI - The Cantfly of (be 
late Peter Keyaer wish to 
thank ail friends for thrir 
aympathy and floral (ribuies. 


BIRTHDAYS 


Tbtotong at 
you aa vwr kkaeu. an oar 


JAWS Hawer Krtbmyt Love 
Ortw_ 


THEOBALD Bhn I niton (NefDi 
Ctaosranaatians w your son, 


aa am rangy. 
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Requites four cfaefi - wo head 
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061 26B 4198. 


flatm ate s I tetoon i ubui 
(EM 1970} Wiw~w.pl Q-l 
. ehrma vervieo. gyian aags 


FUUMM a oca. 2 Mb. 1 oue 
— to/ n. cstei w. DOW TO 
£7Upw. sum to aoapw. ts 
OglTMWK ~ 


to/KUiittai. _ _ 

■"* ^ dotebte 
52Sl*“/»ri1o« toe riOR to 

cronw nne aad mare, ab nmo 

can* s- tew mM su. cw 
ew me- 071 371 MM 0^ 


FLIGHTS 

DIRECTORY 


WKWIB* on mtem ft mm 

ggHg tATA/A-TOC 
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Obituaries 


4 ..J ,r R° 8 e r de Grey, KCVO. 

W artist and President of the Royal 

r . Acade ,^ 1984-93, died on 

Februaiy 14 aged 76. He was born 
*>n April IS, I9IS. 

55£5Ll£i GREV e ^°- ved the son of 
three-leaued career which has been 

SESSlff S °- maTiy Briti *h anisis: as a 
dedicated punter (very rarely a self- 

supporting activity in Britain,; as a 
teacher of art; and as an administrator 
particularly in the various functions 

^iS™Tof“r ,ai wiih ihe 

^\ diV / rS i 0n L of ener Bies has so 
often hindered the development of 
Bnush anists. Roger de Grey, howev¬ 
er, seemed to thrive on juggling these 
three activities. He continued to live in 
the country — at Meopham in Kent, 
where he painted more or less every 
other day in a convened cowshed at his 
home. He fulfilled all the duties of the 
President of the Royal Academy at a 
rime when the Academy was mare 
active around the clock than at any 
other time in its history. And he also 
managed to find time to remain 
Principal of the City and Guilds An 
School in Kennington. 

As PRA he followed a high-profile 
figure. Sir Hugh Casson; de Grev kept 
a lower public profile, with a light, 
v informal touch, while presiding over, 
and further inaugurating, a pro¬ 
gramme or reconstruction and dev¬ 
elopment for an institution which 
financially has nowadays to live by its 
wits and by its own success. 

Perhaps most s-urprising and per¬ 
sonally rewarding was that de Grey's 
painting gTew more lyrical, colourful, 
attractive, and critically approved dur¬ 
ing this period of his life. His vital 
contribution to British art through his 
teaching is — as usual in this field — 
virtually undocumented; his public 
contribution until very recently in the 
development and stability of that 
institution run by artists for artists, the 
Royal Academy, will prove itself over 
the years. 

Roger de Grey was bom ar Penn. 
Buckinghamshire, the son of Nigel de 
Grey and Florence Emily Francis, nee 
Gore, making him the nephew of the 
artist Spencer Gore. He was educated 
at Eton, which he did not enjoy. 
Luckily, however, the assistant draw¬ 
ing master was Robin Darwin, later to 
be the head of the Royal College of Art. 
and that was a considerable compensa¬ 
tion for the young de Grey who had 
wanted to be a painter from the age of 
14. He then studied art at Chelsea 
Polytechnic, 1936-39 (he was to return 
there after the war}, studying under 
Harold Williamson. Graham Suther- 
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land. Ceri Richards. Robert Medley 
and Henry Moore. 

During the Second World War de 
Grey served in the Royal West Kent 
Yeomanry from I93W2. then the 
Royal Armoured Corps. 1942-45. He 
was awarded the US Bronze Star in 
1945. After returning to Chelsea, he 
became lecturer in the Department of 
Fine Art, King's College. Newcastle 
upon Tyne, under Lawrence Go wing 
in 1947. becoming Master of Painting 
there from 1951 to 1953. 

In 1953 Robin Darwin called him to 
the Royal College of An in London to 
be senior tutor, and later Reader, for 
the next 20 years. This was an 
expansive time when the students at 
the RCA were searing their work to a 
faster tempo of stylistic change than 
their tutors; de Grey saw his role there 
as one of “encouragement". In 1973 he 


felt the time had come for a change. He 
resigned, only to be asked that same 
year to become Principal of the City 
and Guilds Art School. 

Roger de Grey's first one-man show 
was at Agnews in 1954. He was elected 
an Associate of the Royal Academy in 
19o2. and a full Academician in l^tA 
Appointed Treasurer there in 1976. he 
gained a full knowledge of its precari¬ 
ous financial situation before his 
election in I9M as the 2lsl President of 
the Royal Academy. 

He was elected in the middle of a 
E9 million appeal by the Academy, 
which was followed by a ftirther 
£4 million appeal in I9S1 — not the 
easiestof times. He was nervous at first 
but covered this with his relaxed 
manner of quizzical friendliness, and 
his informal, summery clothing 
through the year. 


He saw the President’s role, and that 
of the Academy itself, as primarily 
directed 10 the needs of practising 
artists, thus influencing, too. the choice 
of exhibitions; and he iried to get the 
Academicians more involved in the 
institution and its activities. Under him 
the Academy's appeal in America was 
exploited and developed to finance 
further developments; these included 
the creation of a club room for the 
Friends of the Royal Academy; a 
refurbished library; the Diploma Gal¬ 
lery redesigned, with new and easier 
access; and a new picture store in the 
basement. There were private viewings 
of Academy exhibitions for artists. 
Meanwhile at the City and Guilds 
School in 1990 de Grey launched in 
1990 an "Adopt-an-artist" appeal to 
businesses. 

De Grey was not one for presidential 
pronouncements ex cathedra, prefer¬ 
ring to keep his speeches extempore 
without press handouts and 
summaries. 

Thus the subjects of concern to 
artists which caught his emotions - 
such as his fierce disgust at the way an 
schools were being pared down across 
the nation — did not receive the press 
publicity that other presidents would 
have sought. He oversaw the creation 
of the Sackler Galleries, designed by 
Sir Norman Foster and opened by the 
Queen, in 1991. He was created KCVO 
rhe same year. 

And his painting thrived: from his 
home in Kent and from his favoured 
area of southwest France, rhe Cha- 
rente-Marittme south of La Rochelle, 
with its flai sali-marshes and oyster 
beds and distant hills, de Grey 
completed about twelve large paint¬ 
ings a year, mostly landscapes, for 
regular showing at the New Art 
Centre. “An obsession for working out- 
of-doors has been the motivation and 
the limitation of my painting." he once 
said. However, such landscapes, with 
their considerable middle distance, 
were spatial exercises requiring careful 
organisation, and a Cezannesque and 
posi-Impressionist balance between 
impression and structure kept de Grey 
fully stretched. Happily, the results 
became more relaxed and appealing 
without losing their subtlety. The 
difficulty for practising artists who 
teach is in knowing too much about 
artistic problems and solutions: Roger 
de Grey brought to his painting that 
light. One balance, unobtrusive organ¬ 
isation and casual elegance, which 
directed the other departments of his 
life. 

He married in 1942 Flavia Irwin, the 
artist; she survives him. together with 
two sons and a daughter. 


VISCOUNT CAMROSE 


Viscoant Camrose. 
former deputy chairman 
of the Daily Telegraph, 
and one-time 
Conservative MP for 
Hitdiin. died yesterday 
aged 85. He was born on 
July 12.1909. 

SEYMOUR BERRY was the 
son and heir of William Berry, 
the 1st Viscount Camrose. 
proprietor and editor-in-chief 
of 77ie Daily Telegraph, and 
one of the great press barons 
of his day. He was the eldest of 
four sons and four daughters, 
and he became Ihe biggest 
individual shareholder in The 
Daily Telegraph after his 
fathers death and was for a 
few years the chairman of the 
paper. 

However, his strenuous so¬ 
cial life took its toll on his 
health from the start- When it 
came to dividing up his busi¬ 
ness empire, his father was 
placed in a position similar to 
that of Viscount As tor at The 
Observer, who also had four 


sons and gave control of the 
family paper to his second son 
rather than to his eldest one. 
On his death in 1954. the 1st 
Viscount Camrose also left his 
affairs in such a way that his 
second son Michael — later 
Lord Hartwell — would be¬ 
come the papers new editor- 
in-chief. It was a job for which 
he was eminently well-suited, 
having been an assiduous 
newspaperman from his days 
at Eton, where he edited The 
Chronicle, and from which he 
went on to serve an appren¬ 
ticeship on provincial papers. 
As Michael Berry he was to 
launch The Sunday Telegraph 
in 1961. 

His father obviously had 
greater confidence in his sec¬ 
ond son's ability to take the 
Telegraph forward than he 
had in that of his eldest son. 
Yet what Seymour Berry 
lacked in dedication, he more 
than made up for in charm 
and popularity among the 
Telegraph staff. Until very 
recently he would regularly 



ring up diarists with some 
choice piece of gossip. In this, 
he was like his father who 
once, when staying at the Ritz 
in Paris — his window directly 
opposite that of the Tele¬ 
graph's offices there — saw a 
couple of his employees pa¬ 
tently not working. He rang 
them up and. instead of deliv¬ 
ering the expected reprimand. 


demanded they come over and 
join him for a cocktail. 

Seymour Berry belonged to 
tluee clubs — While's, Buck's 
and the Beefsteak. He was 
something of a fixture at the 
first and Evelyn Waugh wrote 
of him as early as I94S: “|He] 
rarely leaves the leatherette 
fender of White's except to 
doze fitfully on the bench in 
the front hall where country 
members leave their dogs." 

He remained, however, dep¬ 
uty chairman of The Daily 
Telegraph for almost 50 years. 
As for his own ambitions, he 
enjoyed a brief political career 
as Conservative MP for 
Hitchin during the war. a seat 
for which he was returned 
unopposed in 1941 and which 
he lost in 1945. He did not 
contest the seal again pleading 
pressure of editorial work. 

John Seymour Berry was 
educated at Eton and Christ 
Church. Oxford. He joined the 
family business in the early 
1930s, and worked on provin¬ 
cial titles in Glassow. 
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Manchester and Newcastle 
before moving to Fleet Street 
Duff Hart-Davis remembered 
him as "an ideas man. and 
first-class he was. frequently 
coming up with original 
projects for the paper's writers 
to tackle. Soon, when his 
father was away for any 
length of time, Seymour began 
to deputise for him.” 

In the Second World War, 
Berry joined the Royal Artil¬ 
lery. seeing action in North 
Africa and Italy, being men¬ 
tioned in dispatches and 
reaching the rank of major. In 
1946 he survived a serious 
crash when the aircraft on 
which he was travelling from 
Singapore nose-dived onto an 
island west of Tokyo. 

After his father's death in 
1954. he succeeded to the 
viscountcy and was promoted 
from deputy chairman to 
chairman — a post from which 
he resigned a few years later. 
More significantly, his broth¬ 
er Michael was elevated from 
being deputy editor-in-chief to 
being editor-in-chief. 

The control of The Daily 
Telegraph remained in family 
hands, with Camrose owning 
the bulk of the shares, until the 
company over-reached itself 
and was forced to raise money 
from Conrad Black who se¬ 
cured an option on taking over 
the whole company when he 
first bought into it in 1985. Two 
years later he assumed full 
control and Camrose. unlike 
his brother Lord Hartwell, 
immediately left the board. 

Having remained a bache¬ 
lor until he was well into his 
seventies. Camrose married in 
I9S6 Princess Joan Aly Khan, 
the first wife of Prince Aly 
Khan. She survives him. and 
there were no children. 


Lord Taylor of Hadfield. 
tivit engineer and life 
president of the Taylor 
Woodrow Group, died 
yesterday in Sarasota, 

Florida, aged 90. He was 

born on January 7,1905- 

FRANK TAYLOR left school 
at 13, built his first house at 16 
and eight years later gambled 
his future on a housing dev¬ 
elopment in Hayes. Middle¬ 
sex. The gamble paid off and 
launched the company he 
founded, the Taylor Woodrow 
Group, on its path to becom¬ 
ing an international construc¬ 
tion and property company 
with sales today of around El 
billion. 

Frank Taylor was manag¬ 
ing director of the group from 
1935 to 1979 and' chairman 
from 1937 to 1974. Knighted in 
1974. he was a strong support¬ 
er of the Conservative Party 
and particularly of Margaret 
Thatcher. In 1982 he led his 
company out of the Confedera¬ 
tion of British Industry in 
protest at the CBI's criticism of 
the Thatcher Government's 
policies. 

Created a life peer in that 
year, he remained a fervam 
advocate of free enterprise 
with a social conscience. Four 
years ago. at the age of 86. he 
criticised the Taylor Woodrow 
directors over what he consid¬ 
ered their unwarranted ex¬ 
travagance. In an article 
written for the trade magazine 
Property Gazette he accused 
the board of stopping workers 
bonuses while spending wild¬ 
ly on items like boardroom 
tables and chairs. The board 
said his outburst was the 
eccentric opinion of an old 
man. 

Born Francis Taylor, he 
never intended to enter the 
construction business. The son 
of a Blackpool market garden¬ 
er. he planned to take up fruit 
growing in America. But. with 
some time to spare before he 
set sail, he decided to use it by 
building a couple of houses, 
one of which was for his 
mother. He put up £30 of his 
savings, borrowed £70 from 
his father and persuaded a 
local bank manager to lend 
him £400. Having sold both 
houses at a handsome profit, 
he abandoned his plans to 
become a fruit grower and 
with a relation as partner, set 
up as a builder in Blackpool. 

The year was 1921 and eight 
years later came another un¬ 
expected opportunity. He re¬ 
ceived a letter from an engine- 
fitter in Walthamstow, east 
London who. while visiting 
Blackpool, had seen Taylor's 



advertisements offering his 
houses for sale. The engine- 
fitter said that the company he 
worked for was moving to 
Southall in Middlesex and 
that he felt sure hundreds of 
houses of the type Taylor was 
building would be required. 

Taylor caught the next train 
to London to assess the situa¬ 
tion. In Uxbridge Road. 
Hayes, he found a building 
site at Grange Hill Farm with 
a “for sale" notice board on it. 
It was immediately apparent 
to him why the land had not 
already been snapped up by 
other developers: sloping 
away steeply at the rear, it had 
serious drainage problems. 

However, Taylor was con¬ 
vinced that, if he could over¬ 
come the problem of drainage, 
he could fill the site with three- 
bedroom houses which he 
could sell at £425 compared 
with the average asking price 
locally of around £700. 

It was a tempting but risky 
proposition and if it failed he 
would lose everything. He 
hardly hesitated. He persuad¬ 
ed the local Midland Bank to 
give him a £15.000 overdraft 
facility on security of the land 
and up to £25.000 additionally 
on the basis of each completed 
house selling for £300. 

Taylor admitted later that it 
had been a tremendous gam¬ 
ble. Fellow builders thought 
he was crazy. Difficulties 
seemed inevitable and if the 
bank got cold feet Taylor 
Woodrow would be finished. 

Nothing did go wrong, how¬ 


ever. The problem of drainage 
was overcome by the strategic 
placing of a pumping station 
on the sire and it was noi long 
before the Grst houses were 
completed. Within a week he 
had sold 50 and over the next 
three and a half years built 
and sold 1.200. 

Following incorporation in 
1935 as a public company, 
Taylor Woodrow undertook 
its first overseas venture, a 
housing scheme in the United 
States and. thus encouraged. 
Taylor developed a civil engi¬ 
neering side of the company 
which enabled it to play a 
substantial part in defence 
construction during the Sec¬ 
ond World War. After 1945 the 
firm moved into urban 
development 

Frank Taylor brought to the 
company the qualities of vi¬ 
sion and enterprise. Nowhere 
in later life were these assets 
better demonstrated than in 
his successful pursuit of con¬ 
tracts abroad. 

The firm built in the Middle 
East, notably in Dubai and 
Port Rashid where, in associ¬ 
ation with COstain. it carried 
out a huge docks and harbour 
scheme. Taylor personally pio¬ 
neered much work in Africa 

» in Nigeria and Gha- 
in Singapore, Austra¬ 
lia and South America. 

Taylor was twice married, 
secondly to Christine Enid 
Hughes. He is survived by heT 
and by one daughter from his 
first marriage and two by his 
second. 


FRANK DUNCAN 


Frank Duncan, actor, 
died while skiing in 
France on February 6 
aged 72. He was born on 
February 1,1923. 

FRANK DUNCAN will per¬ 
haps be best remembered for 
his versatile voice which, for 21 
years, was heard by millions 
on the Granada TV pro¬ 
gramme. W7iat The Papers 
Say. most often reading, in 
suitably clipped, cultivated 
tones, the items drawn from 
the “quality" newspapers. 

Before virtually every star 
decided to do voice-over com¬ 
mercials. Duncan had started 
doing so in 1949 for Radio 
Luxembourg and from 1955 
for rrv. and was soon known 
as “The King of Dubbers". He 
spoke five languages, includ¬ 
ing Russian, and this fluency 
stood him in good stead; his 
vocal skill was much in de¬ 
mand dubbing foreign films. 
He had more than 3.000 
broadcasts to his credit and 
worked with such radio 
names as the late Douglas 
Cleverdon and Henry Reed. 
He completed the Shake¬ 
speare Canon for Argo 
Records produced by the re¬ 
nowned Shakespeare scholar. 
George TDadie") Rylands, 
now in his nineties. 

Frank Duncan was bom in 
Switzerland to a Scottish 
father and an Austrian moth¬ 
er. which probably accounted 



for his fondness for skiiing 
and his habit of treating 
himself to an annual skiing 
holiday. He distinguished 
himself at King's College, 
Cambridge, where he was 
president of the amateur dra¬ 
matic dub and the Marlowe 
Society, and took a degree in 
History. French and Italian. 

His theatrical career began 
during the Second World War 
when he joined the Sheffield 
Repertory Company which 
had been evacuated to South- 
port. He soon extended his 
range to films beginning with 
One of Our Aircraft is Miss¬ 
ing (1941). The Way Ahead 
(1944) and, after the war. The 
Dam Busters {1954) and Far 
From the Madding Crowd 
(1967). 


Duncan's Shakespearean 
work in the theatre began in 
1945, when he was a member 
of the Old Vic Company 
headed by Laurence Olivier 
and Ralph Richardson. He 
appeared as Biondello in The 
Taming of the Shrew. Dapper 
in The Alchemist, Oswald in 
King Lear and Aumerle in 
Richard II. He also made 
many television appearances, 
most recently in Tlte Bill. 
Portrait of a Marriage and 
Lovejoy. 

Duncan’s wife Liz was his 
constant support throughout 
his career and when, in later 
life, he was afflicted by the 
actor's nightmare of almost 
total deafness, they were both 
an example of patience and 
tolerance in coping with this 
affliction. Part of his way of 
doing so was by using his 
talent to make voluntary re¬ 
cordings for the Royal Insti¬ 
tute for the Blind and Calibre 
Cassettes. He is also featured 
on the classic recording of The 
Wind In The Willows, playing 
Ratty to Richard Goolden's 
definitive Mole. 

Duncan was a joyous racon¬ 
teur and a generous host with 
friends who were drawn from 
many walks of life and who 
mirrored his many interests in 
painting, opera, music and 
literature. He was a devoted 
father and grandfather. 

He is survived by his wife, 
two daughters and a son. 
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Stiff Upper Lips and 
Loose Change 
By Philip Howard 

With stiff upper lips, and uniami]i?r 
change rattling in their pockets Londoners 
came through the horrors of D Day as 
cheerfully as if it really was a major wartime 
crisis. 

The Southern Region of British Rail had 
drafted in extra staff to soothe an anticipaled 
Gadarene horde of confused and cantan¬ 
kerous commuters; but there were no riots, no 
queues, and only a mercifully few facetious 
comments about the new toy-shop money. 

London Transport bus conductors juggled 
doggedly with specially packed roll* of new 
halfpenny pieces even though the buses do not 
change to decimal fans unlil next Monday. 

Covent Garden reported a drop in trade; 
apparently small buyers were diffident about 
bidding for fruit and flowers in the new 
prices. feeling like Lord Randolph Churchill, 
who said; "I never could make out what those 
damned dots mean." 

Some newspaper sellers and other op¬ 
erators among small coins looked down their 
noses at the new pennies: but even the most 
suspicious, for instance, the one at the east 
end of the Strand, did not take their eyes off 


ON THIS DAY 
February 161971 


The day that Britain went metric and said 
goodbye to E s d., learning that the shilling 
equalled 5p, half a crown was 12h.p and 
finding that anything whose price ended wifh 
19s IVzd now sported a label whose last 
figures were — and still an—99p 


them or refuse to accept them. Some traders in 
London street markets were as reluctant as 
leopards to change their sported new cur¬ 
rency. In Leather Lane "ladies underwear" 
was still being hawked at 3s. 6d. a pair—all 
colours. The man cutting his prices at the top 
of his voice to a crowd with a silver lining was 
still cutting than down shilling by shilling. 

The stall selling toothpaste to lunchtime 
office workers had two cardboard boxes, one 
for the old and one for the new currency. “You 
soon get into the swing ofit. 1 1 is like when you 


go abroad, isn't irr the soil owner said. 

The manager of a betting shop in Hatton 
Garden said: "It is bound to be chaos in here 
for the first few days." 

Anti-decimal terrorists had srnck leaflets to 
bus stops in the west End “deploring the 
constant failure of governments properly to 
consult public opinion". Their message, as 
magnificently forlorn as that of Canute’s 
courtiers asked rhe public to boycott decimal 
currency. 

The men's lavatory in Piccadilly Under¬ 
ground station was still doing a roaring trade 
in old pennies, and the attendant was brusque 
to questioners with new coins. 

Fonnum and Mason had glossy decimal 
prices offering goods like barrel-shaped 
Italian jars of lemon blossom honey for £1.62. 
The floorwalker in tailed coat and hushed 
cathedral voice said that they had been 
practising for weeks and that shoppers at 
Fortnurn’s had managed the transition 

bravdy. 

Hatreds had 75 “dedmal pennies"—girls 
sped ally trained in the awful mysteries of 
decimal currency—to help the penurious 
matrons of Knightsbridge and Belgravia to 
count their pennies. The girls were dressed in 
rakish boaters and blue sashes, as hearty as a 
St Timurs netball team... 


Ml yes- 
achers’ 
in a 
oss the 
fire on 
?dedu- 

ase the 
three 
wsron. 
mating 
■n with 
needs, 
a trust 
iron to 
the gift 
:old for 

jearion 
Demo 
e. said; 
ie Gov- 
some- 
ttion in 
educed 
World 
douts." 
irs and 
byshire 
revolt 
nCs re- 
s year's 
s. Con- 
voted 
vals to 
<eal to 
Educa- 
wide- 
oposed 
> coun¬ 
it that 
posts, 
man of 
/, said 
i would 
for the 
is not 
vant to 
it with 
’things 
% and 
ools." 
e in a 
leading 
lar are 
■wn-IfS 
ichwill 

'cknield 
“We are 
mefolto 
xtreme- 
tad real 
John 
ol and 
School 


i 








22 TRAVEL NEWS 


Opening new windows to 
computerised travel deals 


TICKET Window is a revo¬ 
lutionary way for small to 
medium-sized firms to book 
their business travel from 
home or office by using a 
personal computer. The ser¬ 
vice, offered by Norfolk- 
based Seafbrths’ Travel, 
provides direct access to the 
millions of fares and sched¬ 
ules available within the 
Galileo computer reserva¬ 
tions system. Ticket Window 
is offered free of charge but 
to open an account you will 
need a modern plus a PC or 
Apple Mac and an annual 
travel spend of £30.000 or 
more. Details: 01493-140066. 

Flying Finns 

FREE accommodation and 
car parking are available to 
Finnalr business-class pas¬ 
sengers flying between 
London. Manchester and 
Helsinki. Passengers stay 
free for one night at Helsin¬ 
ki's five-star Strand Inter¬ 
Continental. plus three days 
free car parking at either 
Heathrow or Manchester 
airports. Finn air has also cut 
its Heathrow-Helsinki busi¬ 
ness fare from £526 to E475. 
Details: 0171-629 8039. 

Togetherness 

JOIN American Airlines' 
Advantage frequent-flyer 
scheme (for which member¬ 
ship is free of charge) and 
you can take a companion at 
no extra cost when flying to 
New York before April 13. 
The offer provides a saving 
of between E850 and £3.948 
depending on whether you 
book full fare economy, busi¬ 
ness or first-class. Details: 
0181-572 5555. 

Going Dutch 

DITCH airline Transavia 
markets a useful £205 busi¬ 
ness-class excursion between 
Gatwick and Amsterdam. A 
flexible fare, it is valid for 
stays away of up to three 
days. Transavia’s business- 
class has roomy four across 
(2-2) seating, a lull meal 
service and access to airport 
[ounces at both ends of the 
route. Details: 01293-538181. 

All for one 

UNTIL April 30. Maersk Air 
business-class passengers 
flying Birmingham-Lyons 
can take alone a companion 
for £1. Details?0121-743 9090. 
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Apple flavour 

FLIGHT specialist The 
Travel Bug has negotiated a 
special Manchester-New 
York business-class fare fly¬ 
ing Aer Ungus via Shannon. 
A round-trip ticket costs 
£1,650, compared with the 
normal price of £2,164 De¬ 
tails: 0161-740 8998. 

Old gold 

AlRUKhasaspedal fare for 
senior passengers between 
London and Scotland. Trav¬ 
ellers aged 60 years or over 
pay a reduced fare of £75 
return (a 65 per cent saving 
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on the normal fare) when 
flying at less busy rimes 
between London, Aberdeen, 
Edinburgh or Glasgow. 

Free break 

M EMBERS of Cathay Pacif¬ 
ic's Marco Polo Club who 
book a return business-class 
flight to Hong Kong before 
April 30 receive a free week¬ 
end break at a Forte hotel in 
Britain. Details: 0171-747 
7007. 

Czech it out 

CZECH airline CSA charges 
£443 for a return business- 
class ticket to Prague (a 
saving of almost £60 on the 
normal price), provided you 
spend no more than two 
nights away. Details: 0171- 
2551398. 

Haggle-free 

PASSENGERS arriving in- 
Kiev need no longer haggle 


with airport taxi ’drivers. 
Local airline Ukraine Inter¬ 
national (UIA) has started a 
bus service between the air¬ 
port and downtown Kiev. 
Tickets are free for business 
passengers while those trav¬ 
elling economy-class pay 
£6.50. UIA files regularly 
from Gatwick with modem 
Boeing 737s. Details: 01293- 
553767. 

Gulf offer 

GULF Air has launched 
Falcon, its first frequent- 
flyer scheme. Members who 
fly regularly to the Gulf will 
now earn free tickets and 
upgrades. They will also 
qualify for airport meet-and- 
assist services and guaran¬ 
teed seat availability, even 
when flights are fully booked 
for “normal" passengers. 

Inn off 

DISCOUNTS of 25 per cent 
at many Holiday Inn hotels 
in Europe are available to 
members of Flying Dutch¬ 
man. the loyalty scheme of 
Air UK and KLM. The 
saving applies to both the 
normal and the special cor¬ 
porate room rate. 

Lauda, please 

FREE accommodation in 
Salzburg is available when 
booking Lauda’s Air new 
service from Gatwick. Pas¬ 
sengers booking the £399 
business-class fare can stay 
two nights free at the 
Ramada Hotel, while those 
paying the £289 Fex fare are 
offered one night Details: 
0800-767737. 

Coasting 

INTER-CITY West Coast 
has a cut-price Executive 
Ticket valid from Carlisle. 
Penrith or Oxenholme to 
London. Costing £149 re¬ 
turn, it provides first-class 
travel, sleeper reservations 
or meal vouchers, free car 
parking and London Under¬ 
ground tickets. Details: 
0122849433. 

Car raffle 

DUBAI airport in the United 
Arab Emirates has extended 
its popular luxury car raffle 
to include arriving passen¬ 
gers. Tickets, costing £90 
each, are for sale in the 
arrivals' duty-free shop. 


Europe’s hubcap 


Willy Newlands 
on the city 
at the centre 
of a vast rail 
network 


W hile this winter’s 
publicity has 
emphasised the 
new rail routes 
from London through the 
Tunnel to Paris and Brussels, 
the real developments in inter¬ 
national train travel are taking 
place in France’s okHash- 
ioned industrial dty of Lille. 

Once considered a prime 
example of Europe’s rustbelt, 
a city trying to find a role as 
traditional heavy-metal indus¬ 
tries declined. Ulle now finds 
itself at the start of a rail-based 
boom. One transport analyst 
describes it as “a re-run of the 
Victorian railway bonanza". 

While British towns have 
been doing their utmost to 
ensure that high-speed rail 
lines do not come near their 
back yard. Mayor Pierre 
Maurqy, of Lille. lobbied vig¬ 
orously for the French TGV 
routes to pass through his dry 
— and the results are helping 
it to leap out of recession. 

Mayor Maurqy not only 
wanted the links and the 
station, he wanted them right 
in the middle of town, with a 
huge commercial centre on 
top. The Euralille centre has 
already seen 5J billion French 
francs invested and four-fifths 
of the shops in the complex are 
already rented. Almost all are 
new businesses in the city 
centre, since the mayor insist¬ 
ed that existing shops should 
not migrate to the Euralille 
site and make the old heart of 
Ulle into a ghost town. 

The key to the project, which 
has seen investment from 
banks in France, Italy. Bel¬ 
gium. and Japan, together 
with Lloyds, is the Intercon¬ 
nection, a new high-speed line 
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THE single busiest week of 
the ski calendar starts on Sat¬ 
urday. Doug Sager writes. 
Andrew Gordon of Verbier’s 
tourist office says: “This is the 
British half-term and the 
Swiss and French school holi¬ 
days, so it’s bigger than 
Christmas." The resort is 
booked to 95 per cent capacity 
for the next fortnight and Val 
d’Istre reports 77 per cent of 
26.000 beds sold. 
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bypassing Paris to the east 
This will bring together the 
three existing TGV networks 
(Nord. Sud-Est and 
Atlantique) and shortly the 
TGV Est to Strasbourg. The 
line has an operating speed of 
270km/ and is being opened in 
two stages. The Nord-Sud Esi 
section now enables TGVs to 
run direct from Lille to Lyons 
(three hours). Avignon (four 
hours. 50 minutes). Marseilles 
and Montpellier (both in five 
hours. 50 minutes). In the 
summer of next year, the 
second section, will open, link¬ 
ing the Sud-Est and At- 
Iantique networks, so thar 
there will be directhi eh-speed 
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services to Brittany. Bordeaux 
and the Spanish border. 

When fully operational, the 
Interconnection will be used 
by 18 trains a day in each 
direction, carrying a projected 
12 million passengers a year. 

Guy LeRiche. deputy Direc¬ 
tor of Communications for 
Lille, says: “Within two years, 
we expea to have five or six 
return trains London-Lille. 
For travellers from London, it 
will mean that they can get off 
the Eurostar train and hop on 
to a TGV, just across the 
platform, which will take them 
to Lyons or Marseilles, to 
Montpellier or Bordeaux. The 
taxi rides in Paris will be part 


Sloping off school 


Susi Johnston of Alpine 
Answers, a ski consultancy, 
says last-minute shoppers 
have found their favourite 
resorts filled to capacity for 
half-term with holidays sold 
at full brochure prices. 

Chalet holidays, offered by 
50 tour operators, continue to 


offer better value than hotel 
half-board packages. Skiers, 
says Ms Johnston, are wait¬ 
ing later than ever in the hope 
of last-minute deals. She pre¬ 
dicts that if the present 
excellent snow conditions per¬ 
sist to late spring, many 
skiers will be tempted to 


of the past Already they can 
do this on two connections 
every day to our TGV system." 

There will soon be high¬ 
speed trains onward to Am¬ 
sterdam, Cologne and 
Frankfurt. The super-ex- 
presses will open up the heart 
of Europe more realistically 
than any political link, accord¬ 
ing to rail enthusiasts. 

Soon the Ulle Europe rail 
hub. built on the site of an old 
barracks, will be handling six 
million passengers a year. 
Above it the Euralille Centre 
contains a business university, 
rock/opera concert hall, 
hypermarket blocks of flats, a 
hotel and a new exhibition 


take a second alpine holiday 
in March. 

The year has already been a 
bumper one for snow. Crystal, 
Britain's market leader in ski 
holidays, expects to carry 
88.000 skiers this winter. 
Business is up by 30 per cent 
in Italian resorts and 15 per 
cent in North America. 
France is accounting for a full 
35 percent of Crystal sales in 
109 resorts. 


SABENA. the Belgian nat¬ 
ional airline, last, night 
launched a surprise assault 
on the booming market m 
business-class travel between 
Britain and Brussels by cut¬ 
ting “dub" dass fares by 
about 15 per cent, Harvey 
Elliott writes. 

"Oie airline’s new round- 
trip business fare will be £270 

from Heathrow.compared 
with the normal fare at tiiu. 
From Manchester, the price 
falls from £362 to £339 and 
from Glasgow and Edin¬ 
burgh from £474 to £421. 

From Britain, Sabena flies 
32 round trips a day from 
eight different airports, in alL 
five airlines fly more than 70 
times a day between Britain 
and the Belgian capital, 
which is rapidly expanding 
and hopes to challenge 
Heathrow and Schrphol as 
the natural European “hub". 

The new fares are immed¬ 
iately available on five of the 
routes — Heathrow. Glasgow, ^ 
Edinburgh. Manchester and" 
Newcastle — and are de¬ 
signed both to match those 
already offered by British 
Midland and to bead off 
competition from the three 
daflyEurostar train services. 

Fares from Leeds, Bristol 
and London City, where 
Sabena is the only carrier, are 
not being reduced. British 
Airways says it is “watching 
developments" and British 
Midland says it is pleased 
Sabena is folio wing BM's 
lead in cutting the cost of 
business travel. 

Marianne Curphey writes: 
Travel Warehouse (0171-414 
8808), the seat-sale division of 
Knoni. is offering return 
flights on Japan Air Lines 
from Heathrow to Sydney. 
Brisbane or Cairns for £585 
and to Auckland for £625. 

Return flights to Singapore. 
Kuala Lumpur, Penang or 
Jakarta by Singapore Airlines 
are £490 a person from either 
London or Manchester. 

BRITISH Airways Holidays 
(0293 517555) has seven nights 
at the Bay View Village. 
Bahamas, from £550 a person 
for departures from April 7 to 
May 26. a saving of £100. The 
price indudes return flights 
on BA and accommodation 4 
based on two adults sharing a 
one bedroom apartment 
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Memories of the RAPs tightly packed bomber flights 50 years ago call into question some modem air safety rules 


E Sn a,r,,ntT truisms 
jJono Europe’s interlocking 

oi airianes under the 
sranng radar eyes of air traffic 
control is forbidden to come within 

five rrn es °f any other flyiny at the 
Sn rm e ’ and n,usl ^P ai 

least 1.000ft apart vertically 
\i is a rule which has ensured 
that there has been no mid-air 
collision involving commercial air¬ 
craft in Europe for 20 years and 
one which provides confidence m 
millions of passengers that thev 
are not going to find something 
solid in the next cloud. 

Tfie Times recalled this 
wt«k, 50 years ago no fewer than 
244 aircraft heading for Dresden 
were packed into an area of skv 
which was just two miles wide and 
1,000ft deep — barely half the 
space regarded as enough fur just 
one plane today. And they man- 


Commissioner Kinnock flies to the rescue 


aged to fiv deep into Eumpcan 
airspace without radar cover and 
through sporadic anti-aircraft fire. 

Ihe last thing anyone wants is a 
reduction of safety standards. If 
commercial aircraft do come too 
dose to each other, the reasons 
must be investigated, as they are, 
and every effort made to tighten 
procedures. But there is a tot of 
airspace up there. The experience 
of the wartime bomber raids 
shows that it is possible to make 
better use of what is av aila ble and 
that more aircraft can safely follow 
the “motorways in ihe sky” and so 
keep ahead of the surging demand 
for air travel from both business 
travellers and holidaymakers. 


With vastly improved technol¬ 
ogy on the ground, in the cockpit 
and even in space, it is now 
possible for aircraft to fly with a 
much greater degree of precision 
than before and for their every 
move to be monitored instanta¬ 
neously. 

The 32 member states in the 
European Civil Aviation Confer¬ 
ence are moving • towards 
reorganising the way aircraft fly 
over their countries. Through a 
four-stage technical programme 
known by the unlikely acronym of 
Eatchip (European Air Traffic 
Control Harmonisation and Inte¬ 
gration Programme)., they have 
spent the past five years identify- 
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ing what needs to be done to ease 
congestion and delays. 

They discovered that throughout 
Europe, there are now 51 air traffic 
control centres using 31 different 
systems, computers built by 18 
different manufacturers. 22 sepa¬ 
rate ways of operating and 33 
different languages. The idea is to 


link the systems to make one 
European-wide air traffic control 
organisation, relying on the same. 

satellite-based technology and 
identical operating procedures. 

For the airlines and their pas¬ 
sengers. such a system cannot 
come quickly enough. Despite 
reductions in the number of delays 
caused by air traffic control con¬ 
gestion. more than 13 per cent of all 
intra-European flights are delayed 
by more than 15 minutes. A bigger 
worry is that the worst delays 
occurred in the summer — July to 
September — when 30 per cent of 
all flights were delayed. 

Demand is growing by at least 6 
per cent a year and there is little 


chance of any additional airport 
infrastructure being developed in 
the foreseeable future — especially 
in Britain. 

The Civil Aviation Authority is 
doing its best for example, by 
Telling pilots to clear the runway 
within 50 seconds of landing at 
Heathrow and Gatwick so that 
approaching aircraft can be kept 
25 miles apart instead of three 
miles. 

But this will have at best only a 
marginal affect on the total num¬ 
ber of movements and the day 
when the existing air traffic control 
system simply siezes up under the 
pressure of aircraft cannot be 
far away. 


Europe’s politicans give every 
impression of knowing little and 
caring less about the congestion 
problems mounting above their 
heads. Step forward the travellers’ 
champion — Neil Kinnock. As the 
new European Union Transport 
Commissioner, the former Labour 
leader surprised the European 
Parliament by putting air traffic 
control on top of his list of 
priorities for urgent action. 

He intends to produce a White 
Paper early next year outlining 
what can and should be done and 
he shows every' indication of being 
able to galvanise the European 
Parliament and to inject the vital 
element of political will into solv¬ 
ing the problem. 

If he succeeds, millions of travel¬ 
lers, both on business and holiday, 
will have reason to sing his praises 
to the skies. 


Job worries 
* keep the young 
;fon from travelling 

x S Since the recession, round-the-world adventure holidays 
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are not as popular. Marianne Curphey on what tour 
operators now find will attract the young professionals 


Y oung professionals 
are so worried about 
job security that they 
are taking fewer and 
shorter holidays.” prompting 
lour operators to reduce the 
length of adventure packages. 

Many people no longer feel 
confident that if they take 
several months off they will 
find a job when they' return. 
Recession, the threat of redun¬ 
dancies and pay freezes mean 
that people now prefer to take 
trips lasting less than a fort¬ 
night which do not require 
them to spend long periods 
away from the workplace. 

“Our average itinerary used 
to be four weeks, but we have 
had so many requests for 
shorter trips that we cut the 
average length by a week." 
says Campbell McDenmid of 
^Exodus, The adventure special¬ 
ists. “Over the past 18 months, 
young people want to spend no 
longer ihan 15 days away from 
the office." 

David Hosking, managing 


director of Contiki Holidays, 
based in Bromley. Kent, 
agrees. “Ten years’ago. the 
most popular tour was of 60 
days and we sold 60 of these a 
year, now we sell none. 

“Before the recession there 
was a lot more confidence but 
now we find young profession¬ 
als in particular are looking 
for short-haul trips lasting an 
average of two weeks." 

Of Gontiki’s 44300 annual 
clients, as many as 2,000 come 
from the UK. but Mr Hosking 
says the reluctance to take 
long periods off work is com¬ 
mon among Australians and 
North Americans as well. Of 
Exodus’s 8,000 annual travel¬ 
lers. 35 per cent are under 
35. 

Shorter packages are also 
attractive to younger clients 
because they are usually 
cheaper and aimed at the 
more adventurous traveller. 

Exodus offers a 22-night 
walking and camping holiday 
in the Hindu Kush region of 


Pakistan for £1,795, including 
flights, accommodation and 
food. The company also offers 
small-group tours to Morocco, 
the Pyrenees, southern Africa. 
Iran, the Silk Route. South 
America. Peru and rhe 
Continent. 

This summer. Contiki is 
introducing two short tours to 
Australasia and its most popu¬ 
lar South Pacific tour remains 
a 15-day Beaches and Reefs 
package from Sydney to 
Cairns. 

A nother adventure 
specialist. Top Deck, 
confirms that Brit¬ 
ons in general cake 
far shorter holidays than their 
peers in other countries. 

Siobhan Galvin, sales and 
marketing manager, says: 
"The longest trip we have is a 
77-day overland expedition 
from Kathmandu to London, 
and. as with most of our 
longer journeys, we have a far 
higher proportion of Austra- 



The Mall in Cairns, the Queensland town that is part of a Beaches and Reefs tour 


bans than Britons. Our UK- 
based clients prefer the shorter 
trips." Transport is in the 
company's customised double- 
decker coaches, which can 
sleep up to 22 people. Top 
Deck takes between 12-15.000 
Travellers annually. 

Anne-Marie Barren, man¬ 
aging director of STA Travel. 


says that a high proportion of 
her company's 300.000 annual 
clients still go away for six 
months or more. However, the 
global recession has made it 
more difficult for them to work 
their way around the world: 
“Independent travel really 
took off in 1990 when many 
young professionals were 


made redundant." she says. 

"A lot of people, especially in 
the City, lost their jobs and 
took a year off to travel until 
things got better. Many used 
to fund their round-the-world 
trip by working in Australia, 
but the recession there has 
made that much more 
difficult-" 


Flight prices tumble 


US airlines are cutting costs in the 
face of increasing competition 


B usiness-class air fares 
are tumbling as 

America’s big airlines 
slash costs in an effort to 
compete with cut-price com¬ 
petitors. Business air fares 
fell on average by 10 per cent 
last year and will drop by up 
to a further 4 per cent this, 
according to American 

Express's new business-trav¬ 
el survey. 

The company’s travel 
management unit says that 
because airline tickets ac¬ 
count for 43 per cent of 
corporate travel spending 
the decrease will help to 
reduce overall business costs 
“significantly”. 

' TT»e average price of an in¬ 


ternational ticket on US air¬ 
lines fell last year to $2,172. 
compared with $2552 in 1993 
because of increased effici¬ 
ency and more competition. 
Already. American carriers 
have managed to reduce 
their costs to below those of 
competitions in Europe and 
are rapidly approaching the 
low-cost s nurture in many 
Asian airlines. As a result, 
they have been able both to 
introduce lower fares and to 
increase the number of pas¬ 
sengers. This has meant that 
most are showing healthy 
profits. 

Now Europe’s airlines are 
also being forced to reduce 
fares to compete with the US 



Moscow, where business 
travellers eat cheaply 

giants, which is malting 
transatlantic crave! especial¬ 
ly even cheaper. 

Hotel prices are likely to 
rise by between 3 and 5 per 
cent this year, however, be¬ 
cause demand throughout 
the world is pushing up the 


average number of rooms 
occupied each night, reduc¬ 
ing the chance of negotiating 
discounts. On average, a 
hotel room costs $S2 (£51) in 
the US compared with $234 
elsewhere. The average cost 
of a meal out is likely to 
remain at little more than I 
per cent above last year’s 
levels, says the survey, 
because consumers are so 
cost-conscious and because 
of the rapid growth in the 
number of cheaper fast food 
restaurants. 

If a business traveller ate 
three meals a day away from 
home he or she would expert 
to pay. on average, $120.60 in 
Tokyo. $5955 in London. 
$4525 in Moscow but only 
$56.20 in Toronto, says the 
report. 

Harvey Elliott 


Is the first of Clive Anderson’s new travel programmes missing the point? 
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I f Ihe queues at airport immigration 
desks seem longer these days it is 
probably because a couple of trotting 
television crews are having their pass¬ 
ports checked ahead of you. Travel pro¬ 
grammes" have become to television 
stations What airlines are to thira-woriu 
countries: hard always to justify but an 
indispensable part of stationhood/nation- 
hood nonetheless. 

Yet another travel series. Our Man 
In:.:, starts on BBG2 tomorrow night- 
This time it is the biting chatshow host 
Clive Anderson who is taking off. H is first 
report, from Goa on the west coast 
India, is sort of Michael Palm with knobs 
on. The series is sub-titied “Trouble in 
Pa radise ", and the trouble our man dis¬ 
covers in Goa is tourism. According to 
Anderson, a reckless fever of hotel build' 
ing is giving no consideration to the inter¬ 
ests of the people who li ve there or to tne 
state’s ecology. Such environmental regu^ 
ationTas exist are being flouted and 
the consequences of rapidly increasing 
the number of tourists a hundred¬ 
fold ignored. . . ,... 

Despite some mild patromsmg of t 
natives. Our Man In Goa entenaim Jy 
describes a classic collision between a tra¬ 
ditional way of life and rapacious tourist 
development. How fair it is « 
matter. The trouble is that there « anote 
trouble with Goa. It is the ground chosm 
by tourism's environmental lobby for 
of the deciding engagements in «t* »- 
paigh against unbridled ^? ka ^_ trhp 
days. So fierce is the skirmishing that me 
truth is difficult to define through me 

shifting smoke of battle. Anderson 

Nobody would argue with Anderson 

that it is indefensible for a b jxi | , y, 
apparently to pump its untreated sewage 


Bring on 
the new 
barbarians 

into the middle of the next door village— 
nobody, that is. but the hotel owner who 
shamelessly says it is irrigating coconut 
trees. What gave me just a twinge ot 
suspicion is the way in which the pro¬ 
gramme unquestioningly accepts the case 
against building a golf course on an 
unspoilt pan of the coast The opponents 
say there would nor be enough water to 

TTtere are many powerful arguments 
against building golf courses on natural 
coastlines, particularly in places as beau¬ 
tiful as Harmal beach at Arambol. But m 
an area that gets 8ft of rainfall a year, lack 
of water does not sound like one of them. 

Nevertheless, the holiday industry is a 
goal down in the propaganda game being 
played out in Goa. Perhaps its position 
would have some credibility restored if n 
could come up with a con^nncmg 
project to enter for the Tourism for 
Tomorrow Awards, which not W wdl 
have a category for package tounsnv The 
awards are given to tourist developments 
dial enhance rather than damage local- 
and benefit the people there as much 
as the people who visit. 

It is relatively easy to be green tti a 
national park or a game reserve less so m 
mass-market destinations. All the more 
commendable then thai it was the pack¬ 


age-holiday industry, in the guise of the 
Federation of Tour Operators (FTO). that 
founded Tourism for Tomorrow. Here 
was an imaginative way of demonstrating 
that the travel industry’s environmental 
heart was in the right place. Besides 
which, the awards, in the five years they 
have been running, have brought valu¬ 
able recognition rn several exemplary 
projecis around the world. 

Tourism for Tomorrow began small 
and well-meaning. Now, thanks to hefty 
British Airways sponsorship, and support 
from the FTO and British Tourist Author¬ 
ity. it is well on its way to becoming the 
major initiative internationally in per¬ 
suading people that tourist resources, be 
they destinations or wildlife, are fragile. 
Threatened and irreplaceable and must he 
protected. Not least among those who 
needed persuading were most people 
working in the travel business. It is 
indicative that the two main travel trade 
papers between rhem give away abour 70 
awards a year in lavish ceremonies, yet 
not one goes towards encouraging envi¬ 
ronmental improvement. 

S till, there was always FTO bravely 
manning the ramparts of responsi¬ 
bility against the barbarian horde. 
No longer. The FTO has just pulled out of 
Tourism for Tomorrow. The reason? In 
the words of Alan Flook, the - general 
secretary, “In five years, the major award 
has never gone to areas which have been 
of significance to any of our members". 
Such as Goa. 

There is a message in there somewhere. 
When those with the most to lose abandon 
hope it is probably “God help Goa”. 

Peter Hughes 


TRAVEL BRIEFING 


New air linkup for the 
Caribbean islands 

A NEW commuter airline linking many of the main Caribbean 
tourist islands began regular services yesterday. Carib Express, 
owned largely by West Indian businessmen but in which British 
Airways has taken a 20 per cent stake, will be based in Barbados 
and run regular services to St Lucia. Dominica. Grenada. St 
Luda and St Vincent. 

The airline will operate a fleet of three BAe 146 jets each 
capable of carrying 76 passengers. Port of Spain. Tobago. Cara¬ 
cas. San Juan and Georgetown will join the network later. 

Breaks in the Holy Land 

RL\Z Dooley, right. Britain's 
self-styled “king of ihe bucket 
shops” is flying to Palestine 
next week to meet Yassir Ara¬ 
fat to discuss tourism. Mr 
Dooley said: “Palestine would 
be an excellent tourist attrac¬ 
tion for Christians. Jews and 
Muslims alike. It is an area of 
common interest for the three 
religions" 

Boeing’s 777 goes into service 

THE first scheduled Boeing 777 flight will take place on June 7 
when a United Airlines twinjet leaves Heathrow for 
Washington. The 777. which can carry up to 300 passengers in a 
three-class layout, will replace smaller Boeing 767s on trans¬ 
atlantic routes. This autumn, British Airways will take delivery 
of the first of 15 Boeing 777s it has ordered. 

Cruise more easily 

TWO cabins specially designed for disabled passengers have 
been built into the Silver Wind, the second of two luxury liners 
now being operated by the Monaco-based Silversea Cruises. The 
two 16.800-tonne ships each cany a maximum of 2% guests in 
large suites, most with private verandahs. Prices for the cruises 
— including flights, all meals, drinks, entertainment and events 
on-shore — start at £2.450 a person. 






More space 
Less money 



TAP Air Fbrtugal, less is definitely more. In our Navigator business class, tlie middle seat is free* to 
do what you aunt witk Le. spread out, enjoy all tk»t free space, room to enjoy die comforts of Navigator and 
the fine haute cuisine. Now whats more, a price that’s even less -£399 to Lisbon or Porto (min stay 2 nights), 
that's a full £S5 off the normal fare! So call 0171 828 0262 now, and Loot yourself a lot more for a lot less. 


"E> iGCtiv? JrijlL .4 d™, Jod odktf eSoa m put w Karigahw bnvinro. \Bit» at 'plum 

TAP Air RrrhipJ. FREEPOST (LON 33. LwJcm gVIV 1YU. 
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Rioting fans stop England game 

■ Rioting English football supporters caused the abandon¬ 
ment of the friendly match against the Republic of Ireland in 
Dublin after 27 minutes. 

As broken seats and missiles rained down on the pitch 
minutes after Ireland had taken the lead English football was 
plunged into its worst crisis since the Heysel disaster ten years 
ago. The incident puts a question mark over whether England 
can host the 1996 European Football Championship. Page i 

Santer treads softly over EU policy 

■ In an effort to improve the battered image of the European 

Union and to avoid triggering fresh rows inside the 
Conservative Party, Jacques Santer, the president of the 
European Commission, promised that EU policy-makers 
would listen more and legislate less... Pages 1,14 


Climber found dead 

A climber trapped on Lochnagar 
near Brae mar in Grampian was 
found to be dead. 24 hours after 
he was located.Page 1 

Economy slows 

Kenneth Clarke was urged not to 
raise interest rates any further 
amid fresh signs that economic 
growth is slowing-Page I 

GMC reprimand 

The General Medical Council un¬ 
lawfully demanded higher stan¬ 
dards from overseas-trained 
doctors who want to qualify to 
practise in Britain than apply to 
British-trained doctors, the High 
Court ruled.Page 2 

Missing pictures 

Hundreds of paintings from a 
collection worth millions of 
pounds were found to have gone 
absent without leave when the 
Ministry of Defence made a 
check on works of art —Page 3 

Bardot dispute 

Brigitte Bardot attended the 
funeral of Jill Phipps, the veal 
protester, despite opposition from 
Compassion in World Farming, 
which feared her presence would 
turn the service into a media 
circus-FageS 

BBC rethink 

The BBC unveiled plans to bring 
its television and radio pro¬ 
grammes closer to young people, 
ethnic minorities, the less well-off 
and regional audiences— Page 6 


Pollution warning 

Britain's prosperity is threatened 
by rising levels of pollution and 
congestion'caused by increasing 
road use, said the Transport 
Secretary _Page 8 

Clause Four battle 

A last-ditch campaign to thwart 
Tony Blair's plan to abolish 
Clause Four has been secretly 
launched by a group of Scottish 
Labour MPs and MEPs.. Page 9 

Kidney racket 

India’s high-tech southern city of 
Bangalore, a symbol of the na¬ 
tion’s technological progress, has 
gained a more dubious reput¬ 
ation as the centre of a racket in 
stolen kidneys_Page 10 

Police field back 

Republicans passed a Bill that 
would wipe out President Clin¬ 
ton's promise to put an extra 
100.000 police on America’s 
streets_Page 10 

Mandela sets limit 

President Mandela, who will be 
77 in July, said that he would not 
run for a second term in office. He 
said: "I don't think an octogenari¬ 
an should be meddling in polit¬ 
ical affairs".Paige 11 

EU aid criticised 

Britain is forced to spend so much 
of its foreign aid budget on sloppy 
and disjointed European Union 
programmes that it has less 
money available for direct help, 
said Douglas Hurd_Page 15 



Boardroom pay: John Robb, the 
chief executive at Wellcome who 
saw his salary rise from £420,000 
to £475.000 on January 1. will re¬ 
ceive compensation of £950.000 if 
Glaxo’s bid succeeds-Page 27 

Power battle: Shareholders at em¬ 
battled Northern Electric voted to 
dear the way for Trafalgar House's 
£1.2 billion takeover.Page 25 

Small companies: The Stock Ex¬ 
change is to launch the Alternative 
Investment Market on June 19 to 
offer new and growing companies 
a cheaper and less regulated means 

of raising capital-Page 25 

Markets: The FF-SE 100 rose 3.6 to 
3074.9. Sterling's new index rose 
from 86.9 to 87.0 after a rise from 
$1.5568 to $1.5630 and from 
DM23562 to DM235B9 ....Page 28 


Cricket: A Melbourne newspaper 
claimed that Salim Malik, the Paki¬ 
stan captain, would be named in 
statements by Australian players 
about attempted bribery—Page 45 
Fbotball: Ron Atkinson accepted 
the ninth managerial appointment 
of his career, and probably one of 
the most hazardous, when he 
joined Coventry City-Page 44 

Rugby union: Mark Taylor has 
replaced Mike Hall in the Wales 
team for the five nations’ champ¬ 
ionship match against England. 
Hall has not recovered from a bro¬ 
ken rib_Page 42 

Tennis: Steffi Graf, in her first 
tournament after a three-month 
break, will meet Martina Hingis. 
14, in the quarter-finals of the Paris 
Open_Page 46 


Who’s a pretty witness 

■ A parrot’s display of affection convinced jurors of its rightful 
owner. Barney, key witness in a stolen goods trial, puffed up 
his chest when he spotted Georgina Morgans. 27. from whom 
he had allegedly been stolen. Kingston upon Thames Crown 
Court Surrey, echoed with laughter when the caged Red Lored 
Amazon let out a wolf-whistle at Miss Morgans. Page 3 



Bandit country: Banned in India, 
released in Britain tomorrow, the 
Indian film Bandit Queen presents 
a true-life account of a raped wom¬ 
an’s retribution. A gentler vision of 
India comes in Rudyard Kipling's 
The Jungle Book .Page 37 

Last laugh: Zorro — The Musical!. 
the last work of director and writer 
Ken Hill, who died three weeks 
ago, has opened at the Theatre 

Royal, Stratford East.Page 39 

Service industry: Having given Jo¬ 
seph Losey one of his greatest film 
triumphs. Robin Maugham's The 
Servant now makes a superb play 
at the Birmingham Rep ....Page 39 

No stone unturned: British sculp¬ 
tor Stephen Cox travels round the 
world in search of materials for his 
art ...Page 38 


.. TOMORROW 


IN THE TIMES 

■ SOB SISTERS 
Are screaming pop 
fans just a load of hot 
aiT? Caitlin Moran 
reports 

■ WILDE ONES 
Valerie Grove talks to 
the Marquess of 
Queensberry about a 
notorious scandal 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 19,780 




pips 


□ General: much of England and 
Wales will have clear or sunny spells 
with showers, some heavy. The 
heavier showers could be accompa¬ 
nied by hail and thunder. In southern 
areas more persistent rain will spread 
from the south or southwest. Tem¬ 
peratures will be fairly mild, but Ihere 
will be a chill in the strong blustery 
wind, up to gafe force in the south. 

Scotland, and Northern Ireland will 
have showers, with western regions 
having the heaviest and most fre- 
quenL It will be fairly mild, with winds 
in the north moderating. 

□ London, SE England, E Anglia, 
Central S England, E Midlands, E 
England, Channel Isles: bright at 
first with a few showers, more 
continuous rain later. Wind south to 
southwesterly, fresh. Max 10C (50F). 

□ W Midlands, SW England, S 
Wales, N Wales: rain spreading from 
southwest. Wind southerly, becoming 


northwesterly, fresh to strong. Max 
10C (50R. 

□ NW England, Lake District, Isle 
of Man, SW Scotland, Glasgow, 
Argyll, N Ireland: dear spells with 
showers, some heavy, perhaps hail. 
Winds southwest becoming west, 
fresh to strong. Max 8C (46F). 

□ Central N England, NE England, 
Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Moray Firth: clear or 
sunny spells, a few showers. Winds 
southwesterly, fresh to strong. Max BC 
(46F). 

□ Central Highlands, NE Scot¬ 
land, NW Scotland, Orkney, Shet¬ 
land: clear or sunny spells with 
showers, snow over tne mountains, 
and later at lower levels. Wind 
northwesterly. moderate to fresh. Max 
7C (45F). 

□ Outlook: clear or sunny spells with 
showers at first, but more persistent 
rain spreading from west 


AROUND BRITAIN 


ACROSS 

1 A scuba designed for people who 
count (6). 

5 Publicity put old clergyman back 
behind bis (8). 

9 Antithetical description of a fairy¬ 
tale character's protector (10). 

10 A burden we have to shoulder (4). 

11 One paddling in east coast resort 

i (S). 

12 But Tea for Two is not in this 

rhythm (3-3). 

13 Scoundrel taking money for play 
on ice (4). 

15 Corruption revealed by a poli- 
1 tician going the rounds (8). 

18 Greeting when entering quarters 

e causes confrontation (8). 

19 One proceeding sure-footedly in 
some glib exchange (4). 

i 21 Even-tempered head of clan wear¬ 
ing tartan doth (6). 

Solution to Puzzle No 19,779 
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23 Italian film director endlessly 
embracing posh nobleman (8). 

25 Pig-headed, but not bom to be a 
butt (4). 

26 Energy drawn from the bay? (10). 

27 Gold key provided — and that's 
material! (8). 

28 Insistence on correctness Cecily 
CardeWs governess found around 
university (6). 

DOWN 

2 Hotplate capsized with most of the 
tea (or all of it) (5). 

3 It’S generally applied to cohabit¬ 
ing partners (6 J). 

4 Bird identified by runner during 
trespass (6). 

5 Exact reference to canons finally 
seen in hostile setting (7,3,5). 

6 Points covered by surgeon with 
yen for speed (8). 

7 “Girl with coal scuttle" in the 
Royal Academy (5). 

8 Not only the left-handed display 
such tactlessness (9). 

14 Refurbish furniture for a com¬ 
poser in Peru, perhaps (9). 

16 Spell of duty in which colonel 
carries state flag (9). 

17 Slough dub, initially the site of 
something nasty (8). 

20 Napping, like General Pfershing 
at first (6). 

22 Girl holding black snake (5). 

24 Of necessity, works in a bakery, 
say 15). 


For (he latest AA traffic/roacJttCfKs information, 
24 hours a day. dial 0336 401 fatowed by Itw 
appropriate code 
London & 5E traffic, roadworks 

Area written M25. 731 

EsscVHerta/8eds/Buc»c^erlc»Ow- 732 

Kam/Soirey/StfSsaAtente -- ... .734 

M?S London Ortwatorty- 736 

National traffic and roadworks 

National motorways- - 737 

WasrCoim&y.— ...- . .738 

Wales- 739 

Midlands- ....740 

East AngBa_ . ____741 

North-vraaEnqtena . .........742 

North-east En^and____ 743 

Scotland. 744 

Northern Ireland.. 745 

AA Roadwaich is charged at 39p per minute 

(cheap rate) and 49p per minute at ail other 

tmes. 


24 tee to 5 pm: b=l 


bright c= cloud. d«drtate; ds=dusi storm; du-dufl; (=tafo lg*fog; Q^mde; h=hafc 
r=ram. sh-shower. sf=»sloeS: sn=snow: s=surr l-thunder 




Tuesday Highest day tamp: Poole, Dorset IX 
( 5 SF 1 ; lowest day max: Dvnfrtss & 

GalKway, 6 C K3F); highest ralnfel: ShaiUm. Isle 
or wpht 0.75m, highest surahfoe; Lowestoft, 
Suffolk. 6 stir. 


LONDON TO 
PARIS 

from £69 return. 


LOKTZQz'S TO 
IFJSSELDCRF 
returr =- 


LONDON TO 
EDINBURGH 

from £75 return. 


Phone Air UK on 0345 666777 
or contact your travel agent Ml 
major credit cards accepted. Period 
of applicabiltty varies. Restrictions 
apply. Subject 

to Airport Tax. ^AfflK 
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Tough role: Tony Blankley has fi¬ 
nally reached his destination. As 
adviser and press secretary to Newt 
Gingrich, this colourful English¬ 
man is now a key player in the new 

American revolution.Page 16 

In pain: A doctor at the South Pole 
station has to be physician, dentist 
and surgeon.Page 17 


Dizzy and Attlee: Stella Tillyard on 
the young Disraeli’S populism; 
Frank Field MP on how we are still 

ruled by Mr Attlee.Page 41 

Poets cornered: The hollow life of 
Louis MacNeice: Russian exile Ma¬ 
rina Tsvetaeva and new verses by 

Michael Horovitz.Page 40 

Dead Sea dynamite: Rabbi Julia 
Neuberger on the battle for scrolls 
found at Qumran.Page 41 


Now a UN tribunal has brought 
formal charges of genocide against 
the Serb-run Omarska detention 
camp’s commander, and accused 
20 other Serbs of war crimes. Some 
officials complain that the tribunal 
might impede peace. They have to 
explain how peace is possible with¬ 
out justice — The New York Times 
It is not just internationally irres¬ 
ponsible for Russia or any other 
nation to help Iran build a bomb. It 
is a national stupidity for Russia to 
pul such a weapon in the hand of a 
notoriously defiant and wilful re¬ 
gime — The Washington Post 


Preview: Jimmy McGovern, the 
creator of Cracker, turns his abrar 
sive pen to a northern compi 
rehens ive. Hearts and Mind™ 
(Channel 4, 10pm). Review: Mat¬ 
thew Bond says an admiring fare¬ 
well to David Attenborough's plant 
world series .. Page 47 


Enlighted views 

The BBC is right to heed its viewers 
and listeners: but it should also 
take pride in the demands it makes 
of them-Page 19 

Hurd abroad 

Mr Hurd’s pragmatism about aid 
has posed the questions that other 
donor countries should also; 
ponder-- - -Page W 

The Phipps factor 

While the funeral of Ms Phipps 
may not have captured entirely the 
sympathy of ordinary Britons, it 
has succeeded at least in attracting 
their attention-Page 19 


WILLIAM REES-MOGG k 

If society is turnip-shaped, then in 
the future, as the top of the turnip 
glitters in the sun, the danger is 
that the middle may become bitter 
from disappointed expectations 

while the bottom rots.Page 18 

JANET DALEY 
In their heart of hearts, the execu¬ 
tives running the BBC believe that 
people like themselves are less real 
than those who live on the edges of 
society. Forget all the 17-year-olds 
you know who read books and take 
violin lessons: they are not 

typical -Page 18 

PETER RIDDELL 
Mr Major has proved to be resil¬ 
ient and a fighter when cornered. 
But he seems fated to stumble 
along, die prisoner of internal par¬ 
ty battles and unable to assert him¬ 
self. The price is likely to be 
nervous financial markets, and 
higher interest rates-Page 18 


Sir Roger de Grey. President of the 
Royal Academy. 1984-93: Lord Tay¬ 
lor of Hadfidd. founder of Taylor 
Woodrow group: Viscount Cam- 
rose. former deputy chairman. The 
Daily Telegraph -Page 21 


Economic dangers of a minimum 
wage: shortage of intcnsivecare 
beds: virtues of pasta....Page 19 
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The economy is 
fine, but 
politics isn’t 
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The film that 
shocked India 
opens in Britain 
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Is this the right 
time to celebrate 
Disraeli populism? 
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Evidence 

grows of 

slowing 

recoveiy 


By Janet Bush and Philip Bassett 

ncellor yesterday interest payments, 
esh evidence that ner cent frnm 7 <;, 


THE Chancellor yesterday 
received fresh evidence that 
the economic recovery is 
slowing down, and that a 
greater dichotomy is emerg¬ 
ing between continuing 
buoyancy in industry but 
pronounced weakness in the 
consumer sector. 

The key figure seized upon 
by the City yesterday was a 
sharper than expected 0.9 per 
cent fall in retail sales in 
January, which convinced 
many economists that interest 
rales will not rise as far as they 
had been predicting. 

The decline in January sales 
more than offset the 0.5 per 
cent rise in sales in December. 
In addition, the Central Statis¬ 
tical Office revised sales down¬ 
wards in October. November 
and December, adding to 
evidence of the fragility of 
consumer demand. 

Over the past three months, 
sales were only 0.1 per cent 
higher than the previous 
three. Compared with a year 
ago. sales were only up bv 2.1 
•per cent in the latest three- 
month period, the weakest 
year-on-year gain since early 
1993. 

The evidence suggests that 
consumers remain extremely 
price sensitive and reacted 
badly to retailers putting prices 
up towards the end of last year. 
Yesterday, the Central Statisti¬ 
cal Office reported that retail 
prices were unchanged in Jan¬ 
uary after a 05 per cent 
increase in December. 

The January inflation fig¬ 
ures were better than the City 
had expected as sharp reduc¬ 
tions in prices for clothing and 
footwear and household goods 
offset the impact of higher 
prices for tobaa», alcohol and 
petrol after the increase in 
excise duties announced in 
December’s mini-Budget. It 
appears that retailers did not 
pass on higher duties in full, 
aware of an unwillingness 
‘ among consumers to accept 
higher prices. 

The RPIX measure of infla¬ 
tion, which exdudes mortgage 


Bank’s inflation 
measure promoted 

By.Our Economics Correspondent 






THE measure of inflation 
favoured by the Bank of 
England will new be pub¬ 
lished monthly, but the Trea¬ 
sury said that there is no plan 
to switch the Government's 
inflation target to iL The RPfY 
measure esdudes both mort¬ 
gage rates and indirect taxes 
such as VAT- 

Higher interest rates and 
, taxes both boost the inflation 
rate, an unsatisfactory phe¬ 
nomenon because both repre- 
smta squeeze on the economy 
and therefore inflation, it is 
estimated that the annual 
. RPIY rate in January was 1.8 


per cent, considerably lower 
than the all-items retail prices 
index which stood 23 per cent 
higher than a year ago and the 
RPEX measure, which ex¬ 
dudes mortgage rates and is 
targeted by the Government, 
which stood at 2.8 per cent 
RPIY is published quarterly 
in the Bank of England's 
Inflation Report, but the Bank 
has asked that the Central 
Statistical Office publish it 
monthly. A Treasury spokes¬ 
man said the inflation target is 
under review twit that no 
decision has been made to 
switch to any other measure. 
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interest payments, rose to 2.8 
per cent from 15 per cent in 
December, while the RPIY 
index, which exdudes mon¬ 
gages and indirect taxes, is 
estimated to have remained 
stable at around 1.8 per cent. 

Economists yesterday ar¬ 
gued that retail price inflation 
should remain subdued and 
fall back again in the months 
ahead as consumers rein in 
spending in view of higher 
interest rates and more tax 
hikes to come in April. They 
argued that the weakness of 
consumer spending power 
would make it very unlikely 
thar recent rises in factory gate 
prices can be maintained. 

Although strong exports 
continue to buoy up manufac¬ 
turing and produce some price 
pressures, the consumer sec¬ 
tor is very weak. Ian 
Shepherdson, of HSBC Mar¬ 
kets. said that retailing could 
tip back into recession if the 
Government continues to use 
a strategy of squeezing con¬ 
sumers to stamp out inflation 
pressures at the industrial end 
of the price chain. 

Labour market figures 
showed that January unem¬ 
ployment fell by the smallest 
amount since July. However, 
jobs in manufacturing showed 
their sharpest growth since 
the Conservatives first came to 
power in 1979. In the three 
months to December, employ¬ 
ment in manufacturing rose 
by 37,000. 

The actual number of 
people out of work and claim¬ 
ing benefit rose in January by 
more than 86,000 but. after 
taking account of seasonal 
factors, the Government said 
unemployment fell in the 
month by 27,500 to 2.4 million, 
the 12th successive monthly 
decline. Average earning held 
steady at an annual rale of 3.75 
per cent in December, al¬ 
though unit labour costs in 
manufacturing disappointed 
the City by failing just 0.6 per 
cent _ 

Economic View, page 29 
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Northern Electric shareholders arriving at Newcastle city Hall for yesterday's egan to discuss the Trafalgar bid 
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clears way 
for bid by 
Trafalgar 

Bv Our Cmr Staff 


SHAREHOLDERS at North¬ 
ern Electric voted yesterday to 
dear the way for Trafalgar 
House’s 112 billion contested 
takeover in spite of heavy local 
opposition to the bid. 

An extraordinary meeting 
held in Newcastle upon Tyne 
scrapped a IS per cent limit in 
Northern's articles of associ¬ 
ation on any individual stake 
Many small shareholders vot¬ 
ed against but 40 million 
proxy votes from institutions 
backed the move. Unions out¬ 
side the meeting voiced then- 
support of the management 

Meanwhile the Govern¬ 
ment came under attack in the 
Commons for allowing the 
bid to go ahead. Jack Cun¬ 
ningham. the Shadow Trade 
and Industry Secretary, 
d aimed that there were 
“strong grounds" for a refer¬ 
ence to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission and 
protested that the public inter¬ 
est was being ignored. 

Answering an emergency 
question in the Commons. 
Jonathan Evans. Minister for 
Corporate Affairs, said own¬ 
ership of the regional electric¬ 
ity companies should be 
dedded by the market and 
subject to normal merger 
control procedures. 

Tomorrow the Northern 
board wfli write to sharehold¬ 
ers. It is expected to offer 
special dividends and other 
incentives worth perhaps 
£150 a share if the company 
retains its independence. 

David Morris, chairman of 
Northern Electric told his 
shareholders “It is gloves off 
on Friday and our message to 
investors is to support this 
company. We will be indicat¬ 
ing what we believe is the 
right value of the company at 
the end of the week.” _ 

Market report page 2S 
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By Jonathan Prynn, transport correspondent 


A GERMAN-LED consor¬ 
tium seeking to build the £2.7 
billion Channel Tunnel high¬ 
speed rail link has appointed 
Lord Kingsdown. the Lord 
Lieutenant of Kent and former 
Governor of the Bank of 
England, to head its bid for the 
contract. 

The consortium, which in¬ 
cludes the German giants 
Hochtief and Siemens, as 
well as Costain, the British 
Channel Tunnel contractor , 
has also renamed itself Green 
Aitov and lined up a high- 
powered group of advisers to 
assist with its bid. The 68- 


mile long line, due to be 
completed in the year 2002. 
will cut a 40-metre wide 
swathe through the garden of 
England and has been bitterly 
opposed by some Kent 
residents. 

The appointment of Lord 
Kingsdown as non-executive 
chairman of the Green Arrow 
board will be seen as an 
attempt to rally the support of 
the people of Kent to its bid. 
Lord Kingsdown. 67, who as 
Robin Leigh-PCmberton. was 
Bank of England Governor 
from 1983 to 1993, was bom in 
Kent and has been dosely 


June 19 debut for 
new share market 

By Neil Bennett, deputy business editor 


THE Stock Exchange is to 
launch the Alternative Invest¬ 
ment Market for smaller com¬ 
panies on June 19 to offer new 
and growing companies a 
cheaper and less regulated 
means of raising equity capital 
in the City. 

As many as 200 companies 
could join’ the market by the 
end of this year as many busi¬ 
nesses whose shares arc had¬ 
ed under ihe exchange's 
matched bargain rules trans¬ 
fer. The market should also 
attract companies on the Un¬ 
listed Securities Market and 
the full list wishing to cut the 
cost of a stock market quote. 

The Stock Exchange is run¬ 
ning a special offer to com¬ 
panies i hat join early, of 
paying only LL500 for up to 18 
months’ membership. 

The exchange has bowed to 
City pressure and insisted that 
companies joining the AIM 
must have a nominated advis¬ 
er 10 monitor their suitability 
to trade on the market and id 


help them to meet its 
disclosure requirements. 

Michael Lawrence, the ex¬ 
change’s chief executive, said 
yesterday that the exchange 
would monitor the perfor¬ 
mance of advisers each year 
and remove them from the list 
of approved firms if they failed 
to meet quality standards. As 
well as an adviser, all com¬ 
panies must have a nominated 
broker to trade hs shares on a 
matched bargain basis if no 
market makers exist 
If either a company’s broker 
or adviser, which can be the 
same firm, resign, its shares 
will be suspended immediate¬ 
ly. and it will be thrown off the 
market in 30 days if it cannot 
find a replacement 
Up to 100 companies whose 
shares are currently traded 
under matched bargain rules 
risk being thrown off the stock 
market since they do not meet 
AIM requirements. _ 

Pennington, page 27 


Mowlem seeks partners for City airport 


By RossTieman. INDUSTRIAL correspondent 


JOHN MOWLEM, 90 per cent owner of 
the London City Airport, is seeking City 
partners to take a large chunk of the 
project for years regarded as a while 
elephant but now neanng profitability. 

A prospectus for potential investors has 
been drawn up and circulate to a range 
of institutions. Mowlem. which needed a 
£63 million rights issue last March to 
stave off financial collapse, wants to slim 

_ down its holding from 90 per cent to 29 

per cent in a private share placing that 
L will raise £16 million offresh equity and 

'"‘TheST^placing should be 
known within a month, but early mdica- 

ponsareofsomereluctimc&onffie^riof 

Sir Philip: prospectus out those institutions approached, to become 


involved in a project that has lost an 
estimated £70 million since its completion 
eight years ago. 

The airport is now breaking even at the 
trading level, but the heavy burden of debt 
means that Mowlem, chaired by Sir Philip 
Beck, is still sustaining losses. The key to 
the improvement in trading has been a 
sudden upsurge in passengers since the 
extension of the runway in 1992 and 
completion of the Limehouse Link road, 
which has cut journey times to the City. 

The runway extension opened the air¬ 
port to a much wider range of faster and 
larger aircraft including BAe 146 regional 
jets, the Cessna Citation 2 and S business 
jets and turboprops with up io 40 seats 
from De Havilland. ATR. Domier and 


Fokker. That attracted new airlines, 
widening the choice of destinations. 

Six airlines. Air France, Lufthansa. 
Sabena. Virgin CityJet. Crossair and 
VLM. now operate services to European 
cities. Air Engiadina. has announced 
plans io shift services to Switzerland from 
Stansicd, and two other wouid-be opera¬ 
tors arc believed to be planning services, 
including a jet flight to Edinburgh. 

Passengers practically doubled in 1994. 
to 480,000. Last month, throughput was 
76 per cent up on January 1994. The 
airport management says that it seems to 
be gaining from having more services and 
from rising demand for business travel. 
The airport's ultimate capacity is 1.7 
million to 2 million travellers a year. 


Two big 
wins for 
Maurice 
Saatchi 

By Jon Ashworth 


Maurice saatchi won a 

significant victory over his 
adversaries yesterday, when 
two major clients announced 
they were dropping Saatchi & 
Saatchi in favour of Mr 
Saalchi's rival venture. 

Mirror Group Newspapers 
and Gallaher. the tobacco 
manufacturer whose brands 
include Silk Cut and Hamlet, 
intend to sign up with The 
New Saatchi Agency when 
their current contracts expire. 

The Mirror Group spends 
more than £20 million a year 
promoting titles including 
The Daily Mirror. The 
People and The Independent. 
The move will take effect from 
March 15. 

Gallaher said it would 
switch the Silk Cut account to 
The New Saatchi Agency on 
the expiry of its current con¬ 
tractual arrangements. The 
account is estimated to be 
worth about £8 million in 
billings a year. 

Peter Wilson. Gailaher’s 
chairman . said: “Since most 
of die key people who have so 
successfully managed our ad¬ 
vertising are moving to a new 
agency, we have concluded 
that we too must move. We 
look forward with confidence 
to a continuing flow of great 
Silk Cut ads from Maurice 
and his team." 

A number of key clients 
have put their accounts with 
Saatchi & Saatchi up for 
review. British Airways an¬ 
nounced last month that its 
$125 million worth of business 
was under review. Dixons 
Group, the electrical retailer, 
has done the same with its £40 
million account while Mars, 
the confectionery giant, is 
reviewing whether to keep 
$400 million worth of annual 
business with Saatchi & 
Saatchi. 

Saatchi & Saatchi said the 
Gallaher and MGN accounts 
together represented less than 
3 per cent of its London 
billings. 


Maine -Tucker 

Recrjirmen: Ccnsuiranrs 


WHAT YOU ACHIEVE COULD 
DEPEND ON YOUR 
SECRETARY! 

"..because without the very best support by your side you could be left behind! 

So when you decide to recruit a secretary or PA make sure 
you have someone with the following qualities: 

Business acumen ... 

Dedication ... 

Confident secretarial skills ... 

Social skills... 

A good education.. 

Personality ... 

...& most importantly, the ability to act as a true right hand. 

There is only one company to send out into the market place to 
replace a secretary or PA, & that’s Maine-Tucker. We even 
guarantee every secretary & PA we find for three months - a 
100% refund guarantee for all three months! 

We provide top drawer senior secretaries & PA s up & down the 
country and for companies abroad. There is only one proviso - we 
will only recruit the best! 


18-21 Jermyn Street, London, SW1Y 6HP 
Telephone 0171 734 7341 Fax 0171 734 3260 


associated with the county all 
his life. 

He was chairman of Kent 
County Council from 1972 to 
1975. pro-Chancellor of Kent 
University from 1977 to 1983 
and was appointed Lord Lieu¬ 
tenant to represent the Queen 
in the county in 1982. 

John Prideaux. the former 
managing director of Inter- 
City. is aiso to join the Green 
Arrow board to advise on 
safety aspects, and Nicholas 
Grimshaw. architect of the 
Waterloo International Termi¬ 
nal is to design the redevelop¬ 
ment of St Pahcras. 


London dose.... $376.15 (S375.95) 
* denotes midday trwfing pries 


Secret talks 

British. French and German 
ministers have held secret 
talks with the chiefs of 
Europe's biggest aerospace 
companies about industry¬ 
wide restructuring. The talks, 
apparently initialed by 
Michael Heseltine. the 
President of the Board of 
Trade, were held in Paris on 
February 7. Further meetings 
are expected. Page 26 

Opec rival 

Russian oil exporters set up 
an international organisation 
in London yesterday that is 
expected to rival the Opec 
block dominated by Middle 
Eastern producers. Page 30 
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Biggest rise in manufacturing jobs since 1979 


By Philip Bassett 
INDUSTRIAL EDITOR 

MANUFACTURING employment showed its 
largest three-monthly rise yesterday since the 
Conservative Government came to power, as 
the actual number of people out of work rose in 
January. 

The Government insisred that the complex 
indications from the latest figures on the UK 
labour market released yesterday were in line 
with sustained economic recovery, but Opposi¬ 
tion and trade union leaders maintained thar 
they showed the labour market was slowing 
down. 

Michael Portillo, the Secretary of State for 
Employment, pointed particularly to a fall in 


long-term unemployment. He said those people 
were “sharing in the recovery as employment 
rises" bur Harriet Harman, Labour’s Shadow 
Employment Secretary, said; “Mr Portillo’s 
complacency about today's job figures will 
simply confirm in people's minds that the 
Government is out of touch and doesn’t care." 

The number of people actually out of work 
and claiming benefit—the sthcalled “headline- 
unemployment total — rose in January by 
86,307 to 2,503,353. This is the first rise in 
unadjusted unemployment for six months. 

However,unemployment normally rises in 
January, and after adjusting the figure to take 
seasonal elements into account, the Depart¬ 
ment of Employment said that unemployment 
fell last month by 27,500 to 2.39 


million.WhitehaU officials acknowledged that 
the seasonal factor used to adjust this total was, 
at 113.000. considerably higher than the factor 
figure used last year of 91,000. But officials said 
that year-on-year the 385,915 fall in unadjusted 
unemployment was broadly consistent with 
adjusted figures. 

The January drop is the twelfth successive 
monthly fall in seasonally-adjusted unemploy¬ 
ment, and takes the total fall since die 
December 1992 peak in unemployment to 
582,000. Unemployment has fallen by 400.900 
since January last year, and is at its lowest 
since July 1991. The rate of S3 per cent is the 
lowest since August 1991. and ministers claimed 
it is now one of the lowest in Europe. 

Employment in manufacturing industry 


showed its sharpest quarterly rise since 
September 1979, just after the Conservative 
Government took office. In the three months to 
December, employment in manufacturing rase 
by 37.000, of which 30.000 were male full-time 
jobs. The highest rises were in metal 
manufacture and furniture-making. 

Underlying average earnings increases re¬ 
mained level at 3.75 per cent for the seventh 
consecutive month. While ministers acknowl¬ 
edge there are pressures on pay, they ritethe 
recent pay review body awards, which were 
lower than expected. The total of 178 strikes in 
1994 was the lowest since calendar-year records 
began in 1891. 

Pennington, page 27 


Secret talks 
to boost 
aerospace 
industry 

By RossTieman, industrial correspondent 


BARRY GREENWOOD 


BRITISH, French and Ger¬ 
man ministers have held 
secret talks with the chiefs of 
Europe's biggest aerospace 
companies about industry¬ 
wide restructuring. 

The talks, apparently initi¬ 
ated by Michael Heselrine. die 
President of the Board of 
Trade, were held in Paris on 
February 7. Further meetings 
are expected. 

Discussions are believed to 
have focused on enhancing 
the competitiveness of Eu¬ 
rope's aerospace industry in 
the face of mega-mergers be¬ 
tween American rivals and 
growing efforts by Far Eastern 
countries to break into aero¬ 
space manufacturing. 

They reflect a growing rec¬ 
ognition by European govern¬ 
ments that as leading 
customers through their de¬ 
fence purchases, they have an 
important role in encouraging 
the rationalisation of the in¬ 
dustry to achieve the econo¬ 
mies of scale needed to remain 
competitive. 

British minisiers. including 
Roger Freeman, the Minister 
of State for Procurement, have 
emphasised recently that 
rationalisation should be in¬ 
dustry-led. The presence of 
industry chiefs at this unprece¬ 
dented gathering suggests 
that, as far as possible, politi¬ 
cians do not want security 
considerations to over-ride in¬ 
dustrial imperatives. 

Several joint ventures have 
been agreed already, especial¬ 
ly between British and French 
companies. Das a, part of Ger¬ 
many's Daimler Benz. Aero¬ 
spatiale of France and British 
Aerospace are already part¬ 
ners in Airbus Industrie, the 
world-beating European civil 
jet group. But an agreement 
between Aerospatiale and BAe 
to collaborate in marketing 
regional aircraft has provoked 


tension with Dasa, whose 
Fokker subsidiary was deter¬ 
mined to form the nucleus of a 
European 100-seat jet 
consortium. 

At the same time, European 
doubts about Britain’s com¬ 
mitment to a common military 
transport, the Future Large 
Aircraft provoked warnings 
from Henri Conze. the French 
defence procurement chief, 
that failure to participate 
could undermine BAe*5 role 
within Airbus. Disagreements 
between Britain and Germany 
about workshare on Euro¬ 
fighter 2000. the four-nation 
fighter plane, have added to 
the international tensions. 

Attendance at the Paris 
meeting was at an exceptional¬ 
ly high level. Britain was 
represented by Mr Heselrine, 
Dick Evans, the chief execu¬ 
tive of British Aerospace, and 
Sir Ralph Robins, the chair¬ 
man of the aeroengine group 
Rolls-Royce. 

Bernard Bosson. the French 
Transport Minister and Jose 
Rossi, the Industry Minister, 
were accompanied by Louis 
Gallois. chief executive of 
Aerospatiale. Serge Dassault 
of Dassault and Bernard 
Du four of the engine group 
Snecma. 

The German Economics 
Minister, Gunter Rexrodt, 
brought Jurgen Schremp. the 
outspoken Dasa chairman 
who rakes over as head of 
Daimler-Benz in May. and the 
man succeeding him at Dasa. 
Manfred Bischoff. 

The Department of Trade 
and Industry declined to give 
details of the Paris discus¬ 
sions. “It was a private meet¬ 
ing." a spokesman said 
yesterday, but he added that 
the trade department was 
keen to “work hard with the 
industry on issues of 
competitiveness". 


Profits and investment rose at Mersey Docks and Harbour, headed by Trevor Furlong, managing director 


UK told to give ‘fair go’ 
to pensioners abroad 


SOCIAL SECURITY officials 
yesterday rejected calls from 
an Australian Government 
minister to index British pen¬ 
sions paid to people living in 
Australia. A department 
spokesman said that the addi¬ 
tional cost of meeting the 
higher pension payments 
could top £200 million and 
this was too much. 

Peter Baldwin, the Austra¬ 
lian Minister for Social Sec¬ 
urity. had called for the UK 
Government to include an 
amendment to die Pensions 
Bill, which was debated again 
in the House of Lords this 
week. He said the Bill gave the 
British Government a “perfect 
opportunity to allow British 
pensioners fixing overseas to 


By Robert Miller 

finally get a fair go. The same 
fair go that we give our 
pensioners who live over 
there". 

Mr Baldwin added: “The 
Australian taxpayer is topping 
up these British pensions as 
their value erodes over time. 
Take, for example, British 
pensioners who have lived in 
Australia for, say, 20 years. 
They are still befog paid the 
rate that applied in the UK 
two decades ago. There is no 
justification for that 

“It would also give the same 
treatment to British pension¬ 
ers living in Australia, as say, 
British pensioners living fo 
many other countries such as 
the Philippines. Turkey. Bar¬ 
bados, the US and Europe, 


who all have their pensions 
indexed." the minister said. 

Brian Harvard, president of 
the British Australian Pen¬ 
sioner Association based fo 
South Australia, said: “Do the 
British Government really 
believe that some expatriate 
pensioners can afford to live 
on £4250 a week?" 

He called for the an amend¬ 
ment to the Pensions Bill, to be 
debated in committee stage in 
the Lords next Monday, to be 
accepted. “It provides the op¬ 
portunity to set out a consis¬ 
tent. transparent and fair 
policy, which ends this 
arbitary discrimination and 
discharges the country’s obli¬ 
gations to all its pensioners, 
wherever they may live." 
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Sainsbury sponsoring basketball 


BOB COOPER. Sainsbury’s 
trading director, was yester¬ 
day put through his paces on 
a basketball court by Alan 
Cunningham, a former Har¬ 
lem Globetrotter and current 
player/coach of Worthing 
Bears, at the launch of a 
sponsorship deal linking 
Sainsbury’s Classic Cola with 
the English Basket Bail 
Association. 

The two-year sponsorship, 
called “Basketball for All", 
will support a roadshow at 70 
sports centres and schools 
throughout the country and a 
national 3-on-3 competition, 
based on the popular US 
offshoot of the sport Classic 
Cola will also sponsor the UK 
national basketball finals. 



Bob Cooper, Salisbury's trading director, trying his hand at basketball yesterday 


Medway 

boosts 

Mersey 

finals 

By RossTieman 

IVDUSTR1AL CORRESPONDENT 


AN £11.6 million contribution 
from the Port of Medway 
helped to lift pre-tax profits at 
Mersey Docks and Harbour 
by 61 per cent to £33.6 million 
in the year to December 31. 
Profits from the pre-existing 
business rose 14.6 per cent to 
E23.4 million, raising earn¬ 
ings per share 27 per cent. 

In its first full year within 
the group, Medway, a former 
trust port acquired fo October 
1993. lifted its profits by £1 
million from the previous 
year’s level. 

At Mersey Docks and Har¬ 
bour, £22.6 million of capital 
spending was necessary to 
keep pace with rising de¬ 
mand. lifting gearing from 
14.4 per cent to 19.1 per cent 
Some £145 million was spent 
within the Port of Liverpool 
especially on new harbour 
cranes and container hoists. 

At Medway, £5 million was 
invested in temperature-con¬ 
trolled stores for fresh pro¬ 
duce, additional warehouses 
for forest products, and land 
reclamation. A further £35 
million of investments is 
planned at the two termini. 

Although total tonnage at 
Liverpool rose only slightly, 
container movements in¬ 
creased by six per cent The 
volume of forest products rose 
by 16 per cent and a new 
animal feed stuffs te rminal 
came on stream. 

A final dividend of 7.2p is 
proposed, making 10.5p, up 17 
per cent payable on April 19. 
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Finance directors do 
well with pay rises 

AVERAGE oay rises for British finance directors are 6.5 per 
cent higher than a year ago. and the rewards for trainee 

accountants are even grefoer according to a newsuTv^^i 
Accountancy Personnel, die financial recruitment agency 
First-year trainees are securing rises of 8-9 per cent Starting 
salaries for new graduate trainee accountants range from 
£7,500 in the South West to £14,000 m central London- 
Growing demand from Eastern Europe has put tannnc 
skills at a premium. The removal of barriers to world trade 
also sees accountants familiar with the more favoured 
American financial systems in deman d. 

A general accounts clerk with one or two years experience 
can expect about £8,667 a year, a rise of 7.2 per rent 
Graduate trainee accountants in industry have seen national 
average salaries rise 9 per cent to £10,486. Finance curators 
tvpicallv earn £39-556 nationwide. The spread vanes from 
£35,000 in the regions to £48.000 in central London. 

Pru dispute settled 

PRUDENTIAL. Britain’s largest insurer, announced that it 
had reached an agreement with the National Union of 
Insurance Workers to pay out £5 million fo compensation to 
450 former “men from the Pru". The deal marks the end of a 
two-year dispute between the union and the insurer. The 
union members, who have been out of work for two years 
after the company made them salesmen rather than doo r-to- 
door collectors, had bought industrial tribunal cases against 
the Prudential. Out of 18 brought so far the company ha$ lost 
16. The NUIW was claiming £7 million for its members, who 
it said should have received redundancy payments. 

Society has record rise 

NORWICH & Peterborough Building Society’s recent 
aggressive marketing campaign has paid offwith a record 
increase in pre-tax profits of 66 per cent to £li2i million fo 
the year ending December 31. The society said that despite 
a “flat" residential housing market, its mortgage advances 
rose by 17 per cent to £145 million at the year-end. while 
retail investment balances were up by more than £60 
million to £1.04 billion. It reported that commission and 
other income increased to a total of £11.98 million. 
Administrative expenses fell by £1.4 million to a total of 
£2655 milli on. 

Mercury wins time 

OFTEL. the telecommunications regulator, announced 
yesterday that it is to extend from one year to two years the 
time that Mercury Personal Communications, the mobile 
phone operator, would be allowed, if it wished, to cross 
subsidise the retailing of its airtime to the public through its 
Direct Services Business, which trades as Mercury One-2- 
One. Mercury has been granted further exemption from the 
dampdown on cross subsidies announced by Don 
Cruickshank, the director-general of telecommunications, 
after making further representations on foe issue in recent 
months. 

Indian deals for Rolls 

ROLLS-ROYCE announced two contracts in India worth 
nearly £30 million yesterday as Michael Heselrine, President 
of the Board of Trade, ended a two-day visit aimed at 
promoting British industry in the country. Rolls-Royce is to 
supply pipeline equipment to the state-run Indian Oil 
Corporation under a £20 million contract, and will upgrade 
equipment at the Steel Authority of India’s Durgapur plant, a 
contract worth £82 million. Mr Heselrine has asked India to 
cut customs tariffs, permit consumer goods imports and open 
up the insurance sector to foreign companies. Richard 
Needham, the Trade Minister, will visit India next week. 

EU business forum 

THE European Commission has set up a group of business, 
economic and trade union experts to advise the European 
Lfoion on how to help mate its industry more competitive. 
The Competitiveness Advisory Group, chaired by Carlo 
Azeglio Ciampi, a former Italian Prime Minister, will issue a 
report every slx months suggesting EU policy initiatives. 
Jacques Santer. the Commission President, wants the group 
— appointed as pan of the EU’s overall effort to Jjoost 
economic growth and create jobs — to prepare its first report 
by June. Business leaders appointed to the group include 
David Simon, the chairman of British Petroleum. 

Wind fund launched 

A PRIVATE investment fund is to be launched today to by to 
raise EI0 million from the public to invest in small, 
environmentally friendly, but profitable, wind-powered 
electricity generating plants. The Wind Fund, sponsored by 
Capital Ventures, is being promoted via Mercury Provident, 
of East Sussex, and was devised by Triodos Bank, a 
Netherlands-based institution that specialises fo environ¬ 
mental projects. The fund for renewable energy is befog 
launched to coincide with today’s pricing of the sales of 
government shares in National Power and PowerGen. "The 
shares will not be quoted- City Diary, page 29 

European Colour buys 

EUROPEAN COLOUR, the dyes producer, is to buy the dye 
pigments business of Ciba-Geigy for £4.3 million. The 
acquisition will be funded by a rights issue of three hew 
shares for every 11 held at 57p each. Existing shares rose-5fep . 
to 74p. European Colour has forecast profits of not less than 
£1.8 million before tax for the year to the end of March, rising 
from £1.2 million in the previous year. Shareholders "are 
promised a final dividend of ].l25p a share, making I.7p ft)F- 
the year ll.ISp). tn 1994 the Ciba-Geigy business had. 
turnover of £4.17 million. I 
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Judge rejects Microsoft pact 


From Sean Mac Carthajgh 
IN NEW YORK 

MICROSOFT shares fell yes¬ 
terday after a surprise deci¬ 
sion by a judge rejecting an 
anti-trust settlement agreed by 
the company and the US 
Justice Department. Analysts 
rushed to predict the next legal 
move, with some expecting 
trouble for the firm’s planned 
acquisition of Intuit 

Under the consent decree, 
announced last July, Micro¬ 
soft agreed to give computer 
manufacturers more freedom 
to offer customers a choice of 
operating systems, the basic 
programs that run a comput¬ 
er. Microsoft’s MS-DOS and 
Windows programs control an 
overwhelming market share. 

At the time, industry analysts 
and M icrosoft competitors com¬ 
plained that the agreement left 
untouched the programing 
giant's central competitive ad- 




vantage — that it makes not 
only the operating system, but 
the applications software that 
goes with it. 

Now Judge Stanley Sporkin 
has agreed with the protesters, 
describing the consent decree 
as “too little, too late". He said 
that Microsoft had a monopo¬ 
ly in personal computer oper¬ 
ating systems, with market 
share above 70 per cent 

Adding to his humiliation of 
the Justice Department, the 
judge also faulted the accord 
for not addressing “vapour- 
ware", whereby a computer 
company announces new soft¬ 
ware long before it is ready for 
market so as to deter people 
from buying a competing 
product already on sale or 
about to go on sale- Rivals 
claim that Microsoft does this; 
Microsoft denies it 

Under anti-monopolies rules, 
a federal judge must ratify con¬ 
sent decrees between the Justice 


f 


Department and companies. 
Ratification is usually taken 
for granted, and Judge Spar- 
kin's ruling stunned Micro¬ 
soft and the department. 

Both have until March 16 to 
decide what to do. Analysts 
said that the Justice Depart¬ 
ment could appeal against the 
ruling, go to trial on its 


original allegations 
Microsoft, or try to negotiate *: 
new agreement with tie firm. 
that would satisfy Judge 
Sporkin. Microsoft, founded 
in 1975 by Bill Gates and Paul 
Allen, could join an appeal. or_ 
decide to go to trial against the 
Justice Department or offertu- 
opennew negotiations.^. 
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D Stock Exchange woos small company investors □ The anomaly in earnings figures □ Mowlem looks for City Airport exit 


5X H ? STOCIv Exchange has 
wed for years to invent a 
successful market to trade shares 
in smaller companies. Investors, 
poth private and institutional, 
lutr punting in penny shares 

1 M^ re K alwa >’ s the chance 
they will strike it rich, and they 
are prepared to suffer a little risk 
in pursuit of iL Investing in BT 
and Hanson is an altogether 
more soporific affair. 

But providing investors with 
the thrills and spills ihev desire is 
not an easy matter, there are 
two major drawbacks to any 
smaller company share market. 
The first is liquidity. No matter 
how successful the company or 
how willing the investors, trad¬ 
ing in smaller company shares 
has never been liquid. There are 
simply not enough shares in go 
round for institutions that like 
dealing in blocks worth millions. 

The other obstacle is regula¬ 
tion. Any share market has its 
quota of crooks and swindlers 
and it costs money to track them 
down. But regulation is like 
champagne — everybody likes it 
but no one wants to pay for it. 
The cost of effective regulation 
can easily push the opportunity 
of raising equity capital beyond 
the financial reach of most small 
companies. 

The stock market has valiantly- 
tried to find a solution for both 
these issues in its creation of the 
Alternative Investment Market. 


Ready, AIM, fire 


To the first it has applied good 
old British pragmatism. To the 
second, a touch of the Heath 


second, a touch of the Heath 
Robinsons. 

The AIM addresses the diffi¬ 
culty of illiquidity quite neatly. 
The larger companies on the 
market arc likely to have a 
number of market-makers quot¬ 
ing their shares, and there 
should be reasonable two-way 
business most of the time. Small¬ 
er and less well regarded com¬ 
panies will all have their safety 
net of an appointed broker, who 
will try to keep some semblance 
of two-way business going in the 
shares and match any bargains 
that cross his desk. By com¬ 
bining market-making and 
matched bargain trading in one 
market, the exchange has admit¬ 
ted that not all the stocks on the 
AIM will be liquid, but it has 
ensured that investors stand the 
best possible chance of trading 
shares in their chosen stock at 
the first opportunity. 

The AIM’s reeulaiory frame¬ 
work is more complex'. Under 
pressure, the exchange has in¬ 
sisted ihat every- company musl 
have a nominated adviser. This 
unfominaiely scuppers one of 


the most important facets of the 
new market: its cheapness. 
Nominated advisers are ex¬ 
pected to prepare a company for 
the AIM. They are hardly likely 
to do this for love. 

The AIM deserves to succeed, 
since there is now a gulf between 
the venture capital industry and 
the full list It will be given a 
useful kick-start as matched 
bargain comapnies transfer to it. 
The greatest threat to the market 
is trial the Stock Exchange’s 
nominated advisers will try to 
milk AIM companies for exor- 
biutm fees, and prevent it being 
the cheap gateway to capital that 
smaller companies need. 


PENNINGTON 



Hidden pay 
acceleration 


□ OFFICIAL figures for the rise 
in average earnings are looking 
suspiciously flat. Unchanged for 
seven months at 3.75 per cent, the 
"underlying'* 12 month rise is 
now out of line with independent 
data on pay settlements and even 
with some orher official earnings 
numbers. 

Each month, the headline rate 


produced by Department of 
Employment statisticians is 
taken by the financial markets as 
hard fact of where earnings are 
actually moving. Like “season¬ 
ally adjusted" unemployment, 
which fell again yesterday de¬ 
spite a crude rise in unemploy¬ 
ment. it is uncritically accepted. 

Few bother to notice that the 
"underlying" earnings increase 
is different from the seasonally- 
adjusted rise. This in turn is 
different from the year-on-year 
figure, which is different from 
the annual increases in actual 
eamings levels. And these differ 
from what actual people really 
earn, let alone pay settlement 
data collected by Government. 
CBI and pay research bodies. 

These figures arc not all meant 


to measure the same things. 
Independent data on settlements 
apply to eamings in the year 
ahead, for instance, while official 
eamings indices monitor the 
previous 12 months. But the gaps 
now’ opening up do raise ques¬ 
tions about me stability of eam¬ 
ings growth implied by the flat 
headline rate. 

That stability seems to be 
confirmed by the “underlying" 
rise in the production, manufac¬ 
turing and service sectors. But 
the substantial acceleration of 
year-on-year rises in all three 
sectors in December tells a 
different story. The "underlying" 
figure is a three-month amalgam 
— lasr month, this month and an 
estimate of next month — and 
takes in bonuses, pay arrears, 
settlement timings and even 
industrial disputes. So there 
would have to be a sharp — and 
unlikely — fall in the next 
monthly figure if the headline 
“underlying" rate of eamings 
growth is to stay Oat. 

The long srable run may be 
drawing to an end. bringing the 
headline official figure into line 
with other data. If so, infla¬ 
tionary pressure from the labour 


market may turn out in be 
stronger than economic forecast¬ 
ers. ministers or even Eddie 
George have assumed. 


Queueing on 
the runway 


□ ONE invariable rule of the 
sort of private institutional plac¬ 
ing being put together for 
London City Airport is that once 
it breaks "cover and becomes 
public, most of the goodies on 
offer-have either been gobbled up 
by those already in the know or 
the placing is in trouble. 

The City' Airport would seem 
to fall into the Latter category. 
Interest among; institutions in 
taking a stake in the airport has 
been at best lukewarm, and an 
apparent leak of the sale looks an 
effort to drum up interest from 
investors who have so far no; 
been seen as worth approaching. 

Mowlem. current majority' 
owner of the airport, is desperate 
to cur its holding after losses over 
the past eight years that have 
totalled £70 million, bad news 
for anyone but especially damag- 
ine to a member of’Britain's 


bartered building industry that 
cannot hope to cross-subsidise 
the airport from other eamings 
streams. Despite frequent 
suggestions, a trade sale has 
proved elusive. 

The airport is just about 
breaking even, disregarding in¬ 
terest costs, but is not yet a going 
concern and clearly unfloatable 
in markets where even estab¬ 
lished industrial names like 
Albright & Wilson struggle to get i 
a quote. Hence the private plac¬ 
ing. Roads back to civilisation 
are still overloaded despite the 
building of the Limehouse Link, 
the Government's extraordinary 
decision not io extend the Dock¬ 
lands Light Railway to the 
airport was a blow," and pas¬ 
senger numbers musr expand io j 
700,000 before the business is I 
viable. Little wonder Mowlem ! 
wants shot of the thing. 


Easy life 


□ PENSIONS, the main life 
product of members of the 
Association of British Insurers, 
enjoy such astounding tax reliefs | 
that savings have been badly dis¬ 
torted. Yefihe ABI claims that its 
other products suffer unfair com¬ 
petition from tax-friendly Peps 
and Tessas, discouraging long¬ 
term investment. Reluctant sav¬ 
ers could think of other reasons i 
why sales have fallen. Costs, j 
mainfv for selling, are too high. Ir 


Wellcome chief in line for 


£1 million compensation 


Rea set to 
purchase 


Finsbuiy 


Insurers call for 
fairer tax breaks 


Warburg’s 

research 


voted top 


By Robert Miller 


By Robert Miller 


By Patricia Tehan 


By Sarah Bagnall 


JOHN ROBB, the chairman 
and chief executive at 
Wellcome who saw his salary 
rise from £420.000 to £475,000 
on January 1, will receive 
compensation of £950,000 if 
Glaxo's bid succeeds. Mr 
Robb has share options and 
shares worth a further E3.4 
million based on Glaxo's £92 
billion offer of 1025p a share. 

According to Welcome's de¬ 
fence document. Mr Robb and 
all six of his fellow executive 
directors have two years of 
service contracts to run. So 
Glaxo would have to pay out 
about £4.7 million in compen¬ 
sation if the deal succ e eds. 

All the executive directors, 
excluding Russell Walls who 
only joined as finance director 
^ at the start of the year, 

' received salary rises on Janu¬ 
ary 1. The increases ranged 


from 5 per cent to 25 per cenL 

Wellcome, meanwhile, ac¬ 
cused the City of undervaluing 
the future sales potential of its 
lead products. 

Mr Robb said the compa¬ 
ny’s strength has not been 
“fully appreciated" by the 
market and is not reflected in 
Glaxo's offer at 1025p a share. 
Wellcome's shares rose 8p to 
close at 1023p. 

The defence document, pub¬ 
lished yesterday, reveals that 
thedirectors forecast that sales 
of the group's four lead drugs 
will leap from £1.1 billion in 
1994 to E12> billion in 1998. 

The City quickly cast doubt 
on the validity of the assump¬ 
tions used to project the future 
sales. One analyst said: “You 
would expect them to paint the 

best possible picture but this is 

based on quite a few as sump- 
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Robb: share options 


tions which I don't think you 
can make." 

The sales projections are for 
Zovirax, the herpes treatment 
and Welcome's best selling 
drag: Valtnex. the successor 
drug for Zovirax; Retrovir, the 
treatment for HIV; and 


LomictaJ. the the anti-epilepsy 
drug. Mr Robb said projected 
combined sales of Zovirax and 
Valtrex were broadly in line 
with market forecasts but the 
projections for Retrovir and 
Lamictal were markedly bet¬ 
ter than City forecasts. 

Retrovir sales are projected 
to grow from £207 million in 
1994 to £392 million in 1998. 
One analyst said: "This in¬ 
crease is based on the assump¬ 
tion that Retrovir continues to 
be the cornerstone of HIV 
treatment and that combina¬ 
tion therapies will take off. It is 
not possible to know if this will 
be the case." 

The High Court is due to 
hear arguments today on the 
decision by the Wellcome 
Trust to sell its 39.5 per cent 
shareholding in Wellcome to 
Glaxo. High Court approval is 
needed for Glaxo's bid to 
proceed further. 


REA BROTHERS, the mer¬ 
chant bank, has agreed in 
principle to buy Finsbury 
Asset Management the in¬ 
vestment trust specialist with 
£185 million under manage- 
menL The purchase price 
cannot be decided until Fins¬ 
bury has completed the 
launch of its Worldwide Phar¬ 
maceutical investment trust 
the first of its kind, which 
published its pathfinder pro¬ 
spectus yesterday. Finsbury 
intends to raise a minimum of 
£25 million. 

The money raised from the 
new trust launch mil be added 
to the £185 million invested in 
the company’s four existing 
investment trusts for calculat¬ 
ing the purchase price. Rea 
Brothers, which will fund the 
acquisition with a new share 
issue, expects to pay 2 per cent 
of the total funds under 
management 


LIFE and pensions companies 
yesterday called for fairer Lax 
breaks after new annual busi¬ 
ness premium figures fell by 
10 per cent in f994 to £26 
billion. 

Mark Bo!eat, Director-Gen¬ 
eral of the Association of 
British Insurers, said; "New 
life and pensions business 
sales remain subdued. The 
growth in new business in 
1994 compared with the previ¬ 
ous year, which is perhaps not 
surprising. The industry con¬ 
tinues to be disadvantaged by 
more onerous standards of 
regulation and poorer tax 
treatment than competing sav¬ 
ings products." 

ABI members have been 
struggling to overcome public 
disquiet over their pension 
selling tactics which has re¬ 
sulted in people putting off 
important investment deci¬ 
sions while the pensions in¬ 


dustry tries to clean up its 
image. Regulators have also 
introduced new tougher stan¬ 
dards of commission and ex¬ 
penses disclosure since the 
stan of January'. 

Mr Boleat added: “While 
the industry is totally support¬ 
ive of higher regulatory stan¬ 
dards. life insurers are 
concerned at the current tax 
policy, which is concentrating 
personal tax relief on Tessas 
and Personal Equity Plans. 
Tax policies should not be 
based on encouraging individ¬ 
ual holdings of equities at the 
expense of holdings through 
long term collective invest¬ 
ment schemes, which provide 
more security for non-profes¬ 
sional investors." 

Mr Boleat also argued that 
it was not “in the national 
interest" to discourage long 
term savings in favour of 
much shorter term vehicles. 


THERE was some good news 
yesterday for SG Warburg, 
the investment bank, after 
months of negative headlines. 

The bank's research team 
came top of the Institutional 
Investor survey of European 
research for the fourth year 
running. James Capel re¬ 
tained second place. 

Simon Briscoe, bonds and 
gilt-edged securities analyst, 
and Frank Kennedy. L) ^cor¬ 
porate bonds analyst were 
among 11 top-rated sector 
analysts. 

Last month. Warburg cut 
back its international bonds 
business, but stayed in ster¬ 
ling eurobonds. David Bur¬ 
nett. tiie new fixed-interest 
and Treasury head, said that 
the survey showed that “we 
have retained our expertise in 
the Euro-sterling market con¬ 
trary to the expectations of 
some of our competitors". 
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Northern Electric paves 
the way for higher offer 


CITY speculators went on red- 
aJert last night after share¬ 
holders of Northern Electric 
paved the way for Trafalgar 
House to step up die pressure 
in its £1.2 billion battle for 
control of the company. 

Northern shareholders at 
the company’s extraordinary 
meeting agreed to remove the 
limit on anyone owning more 
than 15 per cent of the equity. 
Trafalgar is now clear to 
launch a dawn raid on North¬ 
ern shares, although it would 
have to first increase the terms 
of its offer. 

The current terms value 
Northern at £10.4S a share but 
with the price dosing last 
night at E10.93, Trafalgar is 
prevented from buying the 
shares in the market. Brokers 
say Trafalgar will have to pay 
more if it wants lo win the day, 
but was never going to in¬ 
crease the terms until a deci¬ 
sion on whether, or not the 
bid could proceed had been 
given by the Department of 
Trade and Industry'- The DTI 
finally gave the green lighr to 
the bid on Tuesday. Trafalgar 
finished the session lp dearer 
at 70p. 

Meanwhile, the speculators 
are continuing to keep a dose 
eye on the other potential bid 
targets among the Rees. The 
hot money is riding on York¬ 
shire. Ip easier at trap, where 
Swiss Bank Corporation, act¬ 
ing as an adviser to Trafalgar, 
has already built up an S per 
cent stake. Hanson continues 
to be tipped as a potential 
suitor for Yorkshire. 

It was a day of profit-taking 
for the Rees following Tues¬ 
day's sharp gains. East Mid¬ 
land dropped 20p to 769p. 
London 13p to 74Sp. Norweb 
21p to S36p. Seeboard 19p to 
444p. and South West 20p to 
S4Qp. 

Share prices, elsewhere, 
staged a resilient performance 
in the face of some heavy¬ 
weight economic news. The 
recent rise in interest has had 
some success in slowing down 
economic growth, but the rate 
of inflation continues to grow. 
Retail sales during January- 
fell almost l per cent but 
inflation rose to 3.3 per cent, 
its highest level since October 
1991 

Evidence of a slowdown in 
US economic growth com¬ 
bined with an opening 30- 
point rise on Wall Street was 
positively received and 
allowed the FT-SE 100 index 
to wipe out an early fall of 
almost 11-points to finish 3.6 
up at 3.074.9. Trading oondi- 
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Granada’s Alex Bernstein. left, and Gerry Robinson 


tions were thin with just 536 
million shares traded. There 
was heavy turnover reported 
in Ladbroke as the price 
firmed I*zp to I78p. One 
adventurous institutional in¬ 
vestor made a profit of 2p a 
share after selling six million 
of them at I82p and later 
buying them back at I«0p. The 
business was conducted by 
Kleinwort Benson, the stock- 


1998, compared with the £1.13 
billion achieved last year. 

Sir Richard Sykes. Glaxo 
chief executive, retorted that 
its offer was generous and 
hilly recognised the reality of 
Welcome’s position in the 
market and its growth pros¬ 
pects. He said a merger of the 
two companies was the right 
way forward to meet the 
challenges of a rapidly chang- 


BSkyB firmed ip to 275 hp compared with the 256p the shares 
were floated off at in December. As directors were unavailable last 
week to discuss the figures published, they gave a presentation to 
brokers in the City last night Most of them are said to have come 
away from the meeting encouraged about prospects. 


broker. Almost 18 million 
shares had changed hands by 
the close of business. 

Wellcome. 2p lighter at 
£10.13, is still trying and find a 
white knight and continues to 
urge shareholders to take no 
action over the £9 billion bid 
from Glaxo. As part of its 
formal response to the bid, the 
group forecasted a 36 per cent 
increase in sales of its four 
major drugs to £1-54 billion by 


ing market-place. Glaxo 
slipped 2p to 640p. 

Alex Bernstein, Granada 
chairman, was in a confident 
mood when he addressed 
shareholders at die annual 
meeting, the first since acquir¬ 
ing LWT. the London regional 
television broadcaster, last 
year. He said that Granada 
was firing on all cylinders 
with its television interests set 
lo become its biggest earner. A 


LADBROKE: SHARES STAND UP TO A 
BOUT OF SHORT SELUNG 


FTalt-stare ' _ 200 
index i> 
(rebased) ' _ 190 


*;•. rJs 

- * 1 - / V 




160 


-W,*.r 


Feb Mar Apr 


Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb 


GNI LONDON GRAIN FUTURES 


three-year advertising deal 
with Unilever would boost 
advertising revenue in the fall 
year. Even so the shares 
finished Ip lighter at 525p, 

Carlton Communications 
improved Ip to 882p after 
telling its shareholders it had 
started the year well with the 
television broadtasting divi¬ 
sion significantly ahead in the 
first quarter. 

Parkdean Leisure respond¬ 
ed to news of an agreed £18 
million bid from fast growing 
Vardon with a leap of 33p to 
I72p. The terms of 13 new 
Vardon shares for every 10 
Parkdean value the deal at 
I76p a share with a cash 
alternative of 162^p a share. 

The deal was announced as 
Vardon announced a leap in 
pre-tax profits last year of 44 
per cent to £7.4 million while 
Plarkdean saw pre-tax profits 
double to £1.6 million wiih the 
payout increased from Up to 
4.75p. Vardon finished 5p 
cheaper at 132p. 

European Colour jumped 
6p to 74p as the market gave 
the thumbs-up to the group's 
proposed acquisition of Ciba- 
Geigys basic dye complex 
pigments business, Qyecoms, 
for £4.3 million. To help to 
finance the deal. European 
Colour is raising £4 million. 

Casket the bicycle maker 
and clothing distributor, fell 
2p to 14*2 p after warning that 
poor retail demand in Britain 
and Germany would result in 
only modest pre-tax profits for 
the year to March. The final 
figure was likely to be sub¬ 
stantially below most brokers 
forecasts with heavy losses 
anticipated at its German 
bicycie division. 

□ GILT-EDGED: Gilts 
scored gains of almost £1 
cheered by a steady stream of 
positive news on the economic 
front The slowdown in LIS 
industrial production was also 
well received allowing bond 
prices in London to close near 
their best of the day. The 
March series of the Long Gilt 
future jumped E Z7 /j 2 to 
EI01 2, /3 z as the total number 
of contracts completed surged 
to S6.000. In the cash market. 
Treasury 8 per cent 2013 
finished L 3l /u better at 
£95™ 1 32. while in shorts Trea¬ 
sury 8 per cent 2000 was 
£ 19 /j 2 higher at £97"/i*. 

□ WALL STREET: US 
shares moved higher in early 
trading after topping their all- 
time dosing high of 3,984. The 
Dow Jones industrial average 
at midday was up 27.25 points 
at 3,985.50. 
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Jumping Jupiter 

s=k ss 

to be reaching a crucial phase. The company The ^ current market 

has said nothing of late, but any prospective . , UD f {er is already trading on a 

bixver has now had more than enough time to P n ^. tn jre neers. Whatever the 

look at the business and decide how much it ts *** 

Reports in the market suggest that Jupiter 

out. The remaining two should soon deLver thqr Tmanagement 

lh JuphffT}Tidai. was ah,‘avs exposed to a bid 

w PSSSSSSS 

longer protected by the Blnk of England's success“f^MBOanemptdo^nosonme 
regulaoon that p^nur a hostile bidder value of the tads. The e™omictoot 
taking more than 15 per cent without its tight, huTan internal btdd y- 

blessing. As a pure, fast-growing investment have the edge. 


Mersey Docks 

BRITAIN’S healthy export 
performance and strong eco¬ 
nomic growth made 1994 a 
good year to be a docker. 
Mersey Docks' figures may 
have been boosted by a first 
fail-year contribution from 
Medway Ports, but the un¬ 
derlying growth was still 
robust at 15 per cent 

The high fixed costs of 
operating a port mean that 
extra trade falls straight to 
the bottom line. The *6 per 
cent rise in container vol¬ 
umes in the Porr of Liverpool 
helped to boost the group’s 
operating margins by an 
impressive 5.5 percentage 
points to 26.S per cent Mean¬ 
while the group’s cash Dow 
was so strong that borrow¬ 
ings rose by only £10 million 
despite capital spending of 
£22.6 million. 

Mersey Docks must now 
work to ensure that Medway 


Vardon 

THERE can be few exhibits 
at Vardon’s London Dun¬ 
geon more horrifying than 
Grannie's HeiJah' Hame 
(sic), a cod-Hibemian holi¬ 
day park in the Highlands 
that would seem to give the 
Scots sufficient reason, on 
grounds of taste at least, to 
rapture the Union once and 
for all. 

So Vardon has derided to 
buy the owner of the 
■*Hame.“ Parkdean Leisure. 
amid much talk of synergy. 
What Nick Irens. Vardon’s 
chief executive, is importing 
is Parkdean"s management! 
which has achieved the diffi- 
culr feat of leaving the market 
some 50p ahead of the price 
at which it entered 16 months 
ago. 

He is also adding a third 
area of operations to a leisure 
business that could do with 
one. Bingo is fighting it out 
with the big names like 
Rank, albeit "relatively suc¬ 
cessfully to judge from an ll 
per cent growth in spend per 


can match the growth of the 
Port of Liverpool. The con¬ 
trast between the figures 
from the two points is symp¬ 
tomatic of the sluggish recov¬ 
ery in the South East with 
tonnage flat and the number 
of vehicles handled at Sheer¬ 
ness falling by 3 per cent 
Medway's attractions as a 
port should be enhanced by 
the £5 million investment 

i THE BOAT A 

COMES IN L 


that Mersey pumped into the 
port during the year- 
provided higher interest 
rates or weaker sterling do 
not knock Britain’s trading 
performance too severely, 
Mersey is more than capable 
of maintaining its 11-year 
growth record- The shares, 
on less than 14 times prospec¬ 
tive earnings, are not 
overpriced. 


Mersey kj 
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head, while Sea Life remains 
the main concept within the 
attractions division despite 
moves to develop a linked 
nature park. 

Putting the two companies 
together offers the chance to 
cross-sell between Sea Life 
and the hoi iday parks. 
Vardon's growth has been 
explosive since Nick Irens 
put the Dungeon together 
with Sea Life in 1992. The 
market reckons it will contin¬ 
ue and has the shares on 15 
times' earnings for this year 
that will be artificially in¬ 
creased because there will be 
no contribution from the first 
three months of the year, the 
parks’ dullest trading period. 

Berisford 

BER1SFORD International 
always faced .an uphill strug¬ 
gling persuading share¬ 
holders to accept its unusual 
5 per cent convertible loan 
stock issue to fund the acqui¬ 
sition of Welbilt Corporation. 
No-one disputed the logic of 
the deal, which took advan¬ 


tage of $600 million of US tax 
losses and enhanced earn¬ 
ings almost from the start. 
But a bid which doubled the 
size of the group and involved 
unconventional financial en¬ 
gineering was not for the 
faint-hearted- 

By using loan stock rather 
than equity, the group is left 
with a negative balance sheet 
of £117 million- That was nev¬ 
er going to appeal to some of 
Berisford’s shareholders, 
many of whom are industrial 
companies rather than insti¬ 
tutional investors. 

It is impressive that the is¬ 
sue was underwritten at all. 
and demonstrates the City’s 
high regard for Alan Bow- 
kett, chief executive. Given 
the circumstances, he and 
Hoare GovetL the brokers to 
the issue, must be pleasantly 
surprised. Berisford has se¬ 
cured an attractive company 
funded with the cheapest 
debt around. It may not re¬ 
peat the experiment, but then 
it doesn’t have to. 

Edited by Neil Bennett 
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ECGD: Fixed Rate Sterling Export Finance. Make-up day: Jan 31, 1995 Agreed rates 
reh 26.199510 Mar 25. 1995 scheme ni: ixi%. Referents rate Dec 31 .199410 Jan 31 . 
1995 Scheme IV a V: 6.624%. 
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New words for 
Wall Streeters 

WALL Sireei's bulging in¬ 
ventory of business didies 
— the world of tired 
phrases — is about to get 
the Devil’s Dictionary.' A 
collection of phrases has 
been defined by Fortune 
magazine and" includes: 
Team player — an employ¬ 
ee who substitutes the 
thinking of rhe herd for his 
own good judgment: re¬ 
engineering — used to 
describe any and all corpo¬ 
rate strategies: vision — 
rop management's heroic 
guess about the future, 
easily printed on mugs. T- 
shirts. posters and calen¬ 
dars: restructuring — a 
simple plan instituted 
from above in which work¬ 
ers are right-sized, down¬ 
sized. sutpfused. tateral- 
ised. or. in the business 
jargon of the old days, 
fired: empowerment — a 
magic wand management 
waves to help traumatised 
survivors of restructuring 
suddenly feel engaged, 
seif-managed, and in con¬ 
trol of their futures and 
their jobs. 

Stony stare 

THE chaps and gals at 
Warburgs can still man¬ 
age to laugh during their 
troubled times. On Tues¬ 
day the page one photo¬ 
graph in The Times 
showed three Warburg 
chaps strolling past the 
sculpture entitled Rush 
Hour that is cemented 
outside Warburg’s front 
entrance. Well, the bad 
news is the (human) chap 
in the middle of the photo¬ 
graph. electrical analyst 
Nimrod Schwarmtahn, 
has since resigned and will 
be joining James Cape! on 
March 20. As for the six 
solid Rush Hour folk. I am 
assured from the highest 
authority dial they believe 
their career prospects with 
Warburgs are promising, 
and they are definitely 
standing their ground. But 
as one wag tells me, there 
is a new threat at Finsbury 
Avenue these days. “Any¬ 
body attempting to leave 
Warburgs will be turned 
to stone". You have been 
warned. 



“No Them Electric 
ei'-.i.c-’ts Jiat every 
shareholder will this 
d.iv ,io his duty." 

* .-~ t ny spell 

•• to have a spell-check 
acre e’er you type! 
;ces . Gregory, house 
iip'V.r to Pelican, the res- 
{.: rant group, has sent out 
a research note in which it 
says “They (Pelican) then 
began developing a chain 
of French style brassieres 
branded under the name 
Cafe Rouge." Me thinks 
they meant brasseries. 

Wind of change 

HERE’S a breeze. Today 
sees the launch of The 
Wind Fund that seeks to 
jaise £10 million (minimum 
subscription £300) and 
which will invest in smaller 
wind farms and other forms 
of renewable energy. “The 
Wind Fund recognises the 
need for the development of 
renewable energy lo be 
carried out sensitively . ■ ■ 
the blurb says. Another 
nam e would have helped. 
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ECONOMIC VIEW 



ANATOLE KALETSKY 


Sterling in the firing line 


of Tories’ civil war 


The pound’s 


plight has little 
to do with 


inflation and 


WEAKENING RETAIL SALES AND SOARING EXPORTS... 


CHANGE IN RETAIL SALES ON 
A YEAR EARLIER 
(3-tnonih moving average) 


everything to 


do with politics 


O n the Richter scale 
of world financial 
disturbances, there 
is nomeasuresmall 
enough to record the “St 
Valentine's Day Massacre for 
Sterling" emblazoned across 
the front pages of all editions 
in Tuesday’s Evening Stan¬ 
dard and eayerK picked up 
yesterday by all the broad¬ 
sheet papers with the honour¬ 
able and significant exception 
of the Financial Times. 

Tli.il Britain is far from 
suffering one of the traditional 
sterling crises that used to be 
the dreum of headline writers 
on Fleet Street is indicated 
firstly by the level of sterling. 
The pound may be near an afl- 
time low against the Gentian 
mark, but it Ls quite strong 
against the dollar and well 
above its 1993 low-points 
against other European cur¬ 
rencies. many of which have 
devalued substantially against 
the mailt since the effective 
abandonment of the ERM in 
August 1993. In terms of the 
Bank of England’s trade- 
weighted index, the pound is 
almost in the middle the 
comfortable trading range es¬ 
tablished in the two years 
since Britain left the ERM. 

The second, and more im¬ 
portant. reason for not worry¬ 
ing about sterling at present is 
the state of the economy. 
Despite the lurid headlines 
accompanying some of he 
recent statistics, there is abso¬ 
lutely no serious worry about 
inflation — either in reality- or 
in the market’s imagination. 
The rise in inflation reported 
yesterday, for example, was 
entirely a statistical artefact. 
Inflation only appeared to rise 
because many of the discounts 
in this year’s winter sales 
occurred in December instead 
of January, so desperate were 
retailers to move their goods. 
The retail sales figures were 
distorted in the opposite direc¬ 
tion. with December showing 
an artificaily high figure and 
January suggesting an exag¬ 
gerated slump. 

Looking beyond such month 
to month quirks, however, a 
clear message does emerge: 
while inflation is no worry, 
there are signs that retail 
sales, and indeed the whole 
consumer-driven pan of the 
economy, is now slowing in 
earnest The tightening of 
monetary policy last autumn, 
coming on top of April’s tax 
increases, wiped out the last 
signs of exuberance in the 
retail sector and the housing 
market. Thus, while the annu¬ 
al growth rate of retail sales in 
the past three months was still 
around 2 per cent, there was 
no growth at all. comparing 
the last three months with die 
three months before. 

These figures do not suggest 
a case for further monetary 
tightening, not even of the 
“pre-emptive" kind now so 
fashionable in the City. As a 
senior Bank official noted last 
week, “pre-emptive” monetary 
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Swiss wrangle 
over rights of 
shareholders 

An investor portrayed as a maverick is 
fighting UBS. Colin Narbro ugh reports 

T 


policy means raising interest 
rates before inflation gets a 
grip, it does not mean raising 
interest rales before anyone in 
the markets can possibly 
imagine the bank raising 
rates. That the Bank should 
surprise the ever more impa¬ 
tient monetary vigilantes in 
the bond market is neither a 
necessary nor sufficient condi¬ 
tion for policy to work. 

The main economic reason 
investors in Britain might 
think twice about holding 
sterling is not inflation but just 
the opposite. Jt is the danger 
that the Government's cam¬ 
paign to slow down the econo¬ 
my has already gone too far. 
As I repeatedly said in this 
column last year, the real 
threat of a sterl ing crisis would 
come when economic growth 
slowed sharply and began to 
disappoint the excessive expec¬ 
tations built up since the 
second half of 1993. This point 
may now have arrived, but the 
dash between inflated expec¬ 
tations and a subdued reality 
has arrived in more propitious 
circumstances than I had ex¬ 
pected. at least from the eco¬ 
nomic standpoint. As a result, 
it seems far less likely that the 
slowdown in the economy will 
result in serius financial dis¬ 
ruptions than it did a year ago. 

A weakening economy 
could well have triggered a 
run on sterling if markets 
drew the conclusion that inter¬ 
est rates would be cut by a 
panicking goverment to get 
the recovery back on track. A 
year ago, that seemed quite 
likely, since a fall in consump¬ 
tion and housing would have 
threatened to push the econo¬ 
my back into recession. Since 
then, however a new and 
unexpected source of strength 
has appeared for the economy. 
This deus ex machina has 
been export demand — up 7 
per cent in real terms in 1994 
as a whole and as much as 15 
per cent in the last three 


months of 1994 compared with 
a year before. 

The strength of exports and 
manufacturing not only adds 
to economic activity by keep¬ 
ing factories busy, it also 
indirectly stimulates consum¬ 
er spending and housing by 
taking people out of the dole 
queues and giving them 
money to spend on the domes¬ 
tic economy. 

This puts the slowdown in 
consumption in a totally differ¬ 
ent context from the one 
anticipated a year ago. For 
even if the lack of confidence 
among consumers causes sav¬ 
ings rates to rise, as I think is 
quite likely, instead of falling, 
as virtually all forecasters 


Despite the 
lurid headlines 
inflation 
is not a 
serious worry 

predict, the new employment 
and incomes generated by the 
boom in manufacturing and 
exports should be sufficient to 
keep the economy growing, 
albeit at a rather subdued rate. 

What then, are the genuine 
risks to the economy and to 
investors in sterling? There 
seem to be two. First there is the 
possibility that the export and 
manufacturing side of the econ¬ 
omy will also weaken, raising 
the threat of a generalised 
slowdown across the whole 
economy, which could even tip 
over into a new recession. This 
seems unlikely, but the fact that 
the country’s economic 
wellbeing is now so dependent 
on external demand, over 
which the Government and the 
Bank of England have no 
control, may be worrying for 
investors, to say nothing of 


British businessmen and 
workers. The worry within 
Britain is that the Government 
will be powerless to do any¬ 
thing if exports and domestic 
demand both slow to the point 
where unemployment stops 
dropping, or even starts ris¬ 
ing. The worry for foreign 
investors is that only one 
instrument exists with which 
the Government can try to 
maintain the growth of ex¬ 
ports — and that is a further 
devaluation of sterling. At 
present these worries do not 
seem very plausible, but given 
the slowdown in the US econo¬ 
my. the the weakness of do¬ 
mestic demand in Germany 
and the puncturing of the 
investment bubble in the 
emerging markets, the possi¬ 
bility of a shpp slowdown in 
exports certainly needs watch¬ 
ing. 

The second threat to the 
British financial markets and 
economy is more pressing. It is 
politics. For some time, inves¬ 
tors have been mentally toying 
with the idea of a Labour 
government, but have shown 
little sign of actually incorpo¬ 
rating this prospect in their 
actions. In the stock market, 
for example, privatised utility 
shares have not remotely dis¬ 
counted the tighter regulation 
and windfall taxes explicitly 
promised by Labour. With 
every month that goes by 
Labour victory has looked 
more inevitable, yet the mar¬ 
kets have failed to respond, 
partly because they have as¬ 
sumed that a moderate Lab¬ 
our party led by Tony Blair 
would not make very much 
difference to economic policy 
in Brtain. But with the latest 
outbreak of warfare, not just 
in th Tory Party but within the 
Cabinet itself, some investors 
are starting to ponder a far 
more troubling possibiity than 
a mere Labour victory. 

If John Major is incapable 
of ending Tory civil war and if 


the Tories are incapable of 
finding another leader, then 
the possibility that comes into 
view is not just a Labour 
victory, but a Labour land¬ 
slide. A Labour government 
with a large majority would 
consider itself to have a dear 
mandate to reintroduce social¬ 
ism and purge Britain of 
Thatcherism. If the nice Mr 
Blair were not prepared to 
take such a mandate seriously, 
he might well be replaced. 
Nationalisation, punitive tax¬ 
ation. finandal regulation, 
perhaps even exchange con¬ 
trols, could all be back on the 
agenda- A revanchist Labour 
Government, bent on revers¬ 
ing all the reforms of the 
Thatcher era — and able to do 
it because of its large majority 
and its democratic mandate — 
would be the stuff of finandal 
nightmares. Given what has 
happened to the Tories under 
Mr Major's leadership, it can 
no longer be dismissed. That is 
the only real worry for holders 
of sterling. 


he bitter battle over 
shareholders' rights at 
Union Bank of Switz¬ 
erland (UBS) looks set to run 
and run. The highly visible 
fight between UBS and 
Martin Ebncr. the combat¬ 
ive chairman of BK Vision, a 
Swiss investment company, 
has focused international 
attention on Switzerland’s 
corporate governance. 

The fight over UBS’s deri¬ 
sion last autumn to move to 
single bearer shares, remov¬ 
ing the tier of registered 
shares and their superior 
voting rights, without com¬ 
pensation, has already erod¬ 
ed some of the assumed 
certainties about Switzer¬ 
land’s leading banks. 

Although Herr Ebncr was 
initially portrayed as a mav¬ 
erick investment banker, his 
pursuit of shareholder value 
would find sympathy in the 
City or on Wall StreeL 
Moreover. BK Vision is no 
paper tiger, it holds IS per 
cent of UBS's registered 
shares and 17 per cent o? its 
bearer shares. 

The Ebner challenge to the 
share plan, which UBS had 
backed by the tiniest margin 
at a share- 
holders' 
meeting in 
November, 
generated 
market un¬ 
certainty 
about UBS, 
contributing 
to a 20 per 
cent fall in share price last 
year. UBS secured 66.9 per 
cent of shareholders' sup¬ 
port, only just passing the 
66.7 per cent required to 
change its statutes. 

BK Vision. UBS’s biggest 
single shareholder, would 
not accept so narrow a de¬ 
feat Herr Ebner and Peter 
H after, a lawyer and associ¬ 
ate, launched a series of 
legal challenges. UBS was 
accused of manipulating the 
November vote and harm¬ 
ing shareholders’ interests. 

The Zurich commercial 
court last week approved a 
request from BK Vision to 
hold up formal registration 
of the vote changing UBS’s 
share structure pending a 
ruling as to whether it had 
been valid. In a provisional 
judgment, the court said it 
was “plausible” that a large 
number of shares had voted 
illegally in UBS’s Favour. 

Herr Ebner seemed to 
have come up trumps when 
it emerged that Karl-Heinz 
Kipp, a German billionaire, 
had voted dd 1.45 million 


6 Single-share 
structure would 
open the Swiss 
economy 9 


U BS shares that he had sold 
in a futures transaction to a 
bank subsidaty. 

The courts also have doubts 
about how mutual funds con¬ 
trolled by UBS voied- 

The Zurich District Court 
earlier rejected UBS's de¬ 
mand for SFrJbO million in 
damages against Herr 
Hafter and BK Vision over 
the delay they have caused 
in implementing the share¬ 
holders' derision. 

Nikolaus Sena the UBS 
chairman. last week conced¬ 
ed that the legality of certain 
actions linked to the Novem¬ 
ber vote had been debatable. 
.Although he indicated the 
bank’s willingness to talk 
with Hen - Ebner. he left no 
doubt that talks could not 
take place while writs were 
flying. 

A development that may 
have restored UBS's 
chances of an amicable 
settlement was the discovery 
that Rolcx. the Geneva 
group best known for its 
watches, was involved in the 
power struggle. U BS alleged 
that the Rolex bolding com¬ 
pany. which has about 5 per 
cent of the bank’s shares. 
_ acted in con¬ 
cert with 
Herr Ebner’s 
BK Vision 
and his BZ 
financial 
group in No¬ 
vember. Ro- 

_ lex. which 

controls 27.8 
per cent of voting shares in 
BK Vision, has not denied it 

The bank, which said that 
the Rolex shares were in 
excess of the 5 per cent that a 
concert parly would be 
allowed to exercise, has can¬ 
celled registration of the 
shares. UBS. hopeful of 
weakening the Ebner camp 
further, said that it was look¬ 
ing into other possible mem¬ 
bers of the conceit party. 

Robert Studer, UBS chief 
executive, has said that the 
bank is ready to negotiate 
with Herr Ebner on the size 
of the board and other 
matters, but that any at¬ 
tempt to overturn the move 
to a single share will be met 
by years of litigation. 

Unlocking UBS's “dormant 
profit potential” may be cru¬ 
cial to BK Vision, which has 
most of its investmenlstiedup 
in UBS. However, the move 
to a single share structure, 
which wifl end UBS's protec¬ 
tion from domestic and for¬ 
eign takeover, would play a 
major part in opening up the 
whole Swiss economy. 


BUSINESS LETTERS 


No reason to protect regional electricity companies 

.. . . ■ _r__ 


From Alastair Ross Coobey 
Sir. Since one of the address¬ 
ees of my colleague’s letter to 
the chairmen of the RECs has 
chosen to leak it and you have 
commented on it. perhaps I 
should explain why I disagree 
with Pennington (February «}. 

The RECs (and Welsh Wat¬ 
er) will, after March, be un¬ 
usual in retaining the ability to 
refuse to register any holder of 
15 per cent of their capital, 
although it is true that a 75 per 
cent affirmative vote of share¬ 
holders can override this pro¬ 
vision. I could understand 
vour call for a higher effective 
threshold for bids if you were 
advocating that this should 


Executive pay gap 

From Mr David H. Walton 
Sir. The bosses of privatised 
industries tell us they are 
worth the enormous salaries. 
Why were none headhunted in 
the old days when they were 
Smhlg £70,000 to E1U0.UWE 
If is unlikely they were no! 
attracted by high salaries as 


apply generally, but l see no 
reason'why the RECs should 
be singled out for protection. 
Whereas the limit might elicit 
a higher bid in order to 
achieve management's agree¬ 
ment. it might also prevent 
many potential acquirers from 
making an approach in the 
first place. 

Our request In the REC 
chairmen is in the same vein 
as those we have made to 
other companies where share¬ 
holder votes are not of equal 
weight. We had similar reser¬ 
vations about proposals made 
recently by your owners News 
Corporation which would 
have had negative implica- 


iheir current reason for the 
high salaries is jo prevent 
diem from being poached. 1 
suspect they were gening their 
true worth immediately prior 
to privatisation, and simply 
won a lottery. 

Yours faithfully 
DAVID H. WALTON. 

Ill St. Guthlacs Close, 
Crowland. Peterborough. 


lions for other shareholders. 
Our attitude does not indicate 
any predisposition to accept 
bids for RECs. such decisions 
would be made on the merits 
of the case, since our client 
funds will own shares in the 
offeror as well as the offeree. 
In the two years 1 have been 
chief executive of PosTel we 
have not accepted a hostile bid 
against the wishes of the 
offeree’s board. Thai may 
change, but I see no reason for 
boards, which have spem a lot 
of time recently explaining 
that they are now part of the 
internationally competitive 
mainstream, to be protected 
artificially. Northern Elec¬ 
tric’s board has. sensibly, ac¬ 
cepted the logic of this and are 
recommending shareholders 
to vote in favour of removing 
the current restriction at the 
egm this monlh- 1 hope other 
RECs will now follow suit. 
Yours faithfully. 

Alastair Ross Goobey, 

Chief Executive, 

PosTel. 

Siandon House. 

21 Mansell StreeL El 


Taking the strain 
at Salomon 

From David H Walton 
Sir, I see Salomon has mislaid 
a large bunch of earnings and 
reckons it is due to strain on 
infrastructure. I have never 
worked in the Salomon office, 
so what I say is only surmise, 
but is hased on many years 
experience in the back rooms 
of financial institutions. 1 won¬ 
der if any senior member of 
the staff at Salomon has ever 
said "Good morning" lo the 
back office staff? If they oper¬ 
ate on the normal City basis, 
they probably do not know 
they have a back office let 
alone ir has been inundated 
with four times the work of a 
few years ago. If British 
industry (where 1 came from) 
were as crassly snob-ridden as 
nearly all financial institu¬ 
tions‘in Lhe City. I doubt if we 
would have any industry at 
all. 

Yours faithfully 
DAVID H WALTON, 

10. St Guthlac’s Close. 
Crowland. 

Peterborough. 
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SHAREHOLDER INFORMATION 


Wellcome 


The Glaxo offer 



! : VJ. 



BOARD'S 






The Diredan of Wrikome pleqt* S»e persons responsible for this advertise#)#]) has been 
approved by Boring Brothers limited and Morgan Stanley & Co. UinS^nwmbers of The 
Securities and Futures Authority,:Those Directors confirm that to the bedofanetr knowledge and 
belief, having token aU reasonaWe'«re to ensure that such is the casertte tf&rjnation contain¬ 
ed in this advertisement is in OiiOfdOXe with the facts and does nat.^i^ anything likely to affed 
the import of such informohorv.TttftDirectors of Wellcome pic acp^|espon£ibility accordingly. 


iy 

n 

e 

ite’ 

.s 

x 

1NUE.XT 

led yes- 
eachers’ 
5 in a 

toss ihe 

fire on 
lededu- 

easethe 
l three 
awsron. 
lonating 
en with 
needs, 
a trust 
ntury to 
?ihe gift 
sold for 

lucation 
1 Demo- 
ire. said: 
he Gov- 
; so me¬ 
ntion in 
reduced 
d World 
ndouts." 
tors and 
rbyshirc 
! revolt 

lent’s re- 
tis year's 
:rs. Con¬ 
's voted 
rivals to 
tpeal to 
; Educa- 

d wide- 
iroposed 
he coun- 
?et that 
g posts, 
irmanof 
cy. said 
m would 
r for the 
t is not 
want to 
)ut with 
ar things 
irse and 
bools.” 
ire in a 
Reading 
iitar are 
lawn. It’s 
/hidiwill 

Flcknidd 
: “We are 
rateftillo 
extreme- 
had real 
" John 
iool and 
if School 
ft 



tMwl 

omue 


32““ an* 

Xtiebleata 


CD 


m 
□ 















30 ~~ BUSINESS NEWS _ 

Russia calls for 
freer access to 
Western markets 

By Colin Narbrough, world trade correspondent 


THE 


□ENZIL Mr*iPFLflWCE 


THE WEST must understand 
that Russia is a market-maker 
in important commodities and 
restructure its markets to ac¬ 
commodate them, according 
to Oleg Davydov, the Russian 
Deputy Prime Minister. 

His warning came at the 
international launch at the 
QE2 conference centre in 
Westminster of the Russian 
Union Of Oil Exporters 
(RUOE), an organisation 
some industry analysts think 
will become Moscow's coun¬ 
terpart to the Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun¬ 
tries (Opec). 

Mr Davydov, who is also 


chairman of the RUOE. said 
the organisation, which had 
been set up at his Govern¬ 
ment's instigation, was made 
up of 14 world class oil 
exporters and was intended to 
prepare the Russian oil indus¬ 
try for the freeing up of the 
export regime this year. Rus¬ 
sia is the world's third largest 
oil producer after Saudi Ara¬ 
bia and America. 

Mr Davydov expressed con¬ 
cern about the restrictions on 
Russian goods entering west¬ 
ern markets, which he said 
failed to take account of the 
country's transitional status. 
The direct damage of such 


Nuclear fight 
for Strasbourg 

By Our World Trade Correspondent 


POLITICAL pressure to 
block a DM1.4 billion 
nuclear plant project in Slo¬ 
vakia. backed by the Euro¬ 
pean Bank for Reconstruc¬ 
tion & Development 
(EBRD), will be stepped up 
today in the European 
Parliament 

MEPs representing sev¬ 
eral political groupings in 
Strasbourg will be seeking 
to establish why the contro¬ 
versial project to complete 
two Soviet designed reactors 
is being backed by Euro¬ 
pean Union institutions as 
well as the EBRD. 

The EBRD, based in 
London, is the biggest single 
backer of the project, with a 
planned contribution of 
DM 4123 million. 

EU institutions, such as 
the European Investment 
Bank in Luxembourg and 
Euraton, the organisation of 
the EU’s nuclear industry, 
are also involved in financ¬ 


ing the scheme. The biggest 
private sector backer is 
Electritie de France, the 
stale owned French power 
utility which has committed 
DM250 million. It was 
forced to increase its contri¬ 
bution after Preussen 
Elektra, the German power 
company, decided to pull 
out 

Bayern werk, the south 
German power company, 
and a strong supporter of 
the Slovakian scheme, is 
still expected to make its 
contribution to the project 

Austria, non-nuclear, has 
vigorously opposed the 
nudear plant project to be 
located at Mochovce in Slo¬ 
vakia. and threatens to quit 
the EBRD if the bank backs 
the scheme. 

The EBRD board is 
scheduled to dedde on the 
issue next month and is still 
expected to approve it by an 
overwhelming majority. 


protectionism was around $2 
billion, which negated the 
effect of western aid. 

His remarks on the West’s 
need to restructure its markets 
in the face of cheaper Russian 
commodities suggested that 
the RUOE has no immediate 
intention of deliberately re¬ 
straining Russian exports to 
hdp to underpin world prices. 

“We will contribute to stabil¬ 
ity by not interfering.. .the 
market is the market,” Mr 
Davydov said He noted that 
new regulations would allow 
Russian oil producers, includ¬ 
ing those with foreign part¬ 
ners, to export oil freely if 
domestic demand was slack. 

The latest export figures 
showed that Russia exported 
8.3 million tonnes of crude oil 
last month, an increase of 15 
per cent on the same month 
last year. Exports to countries 
outside the former Soviet 
Union, which take the bulk of 
the oil, rose 36 per cent The 1.9 
million barrels per day export¬ 
ed to those countries is mainly 
sold on the international spot 
markets. 

In a message to the RUOE 
meeting. Viktor 

Chernomyrdin, the Russian 
Prime Minister, said: “There 
is a need not just to seek an 
increase in export volumes, 
but also to strengthen our 
cooperation with traditional 
partners in central and east¬ 
ern Europe.” He said that a 
more active role in interna¬ 
tional markets would require 
increased cooperation within 
the frameworks of the Euro¬ 
pean Energy Charter, the 
International Energy Agency. 
Opec and other institutions. 

□ Norway. Europe’s leading 
oil exporter, has raised its oil 
output forecast for 1996 by 
400.000 bpd to 3 million, the 1 
Energy Ministry said yester¬ 
day. The country is set to | 
become the world’s second I 
largest oil exporter after Saudi 
Arabia. It also raised this 
year’s production forecast by 
200,000 bpd to ZS million. 




Nick Irens keeps watch as David Hudd operates the guillotine at Vardon’s London Dungeon 

Berisford issue undersubscribed 


SUB-UNDERWRITERS in 
Berisford international’s £334 
million rights issue have been 
left with almost half the stock 
after shareholders proved re¬ 
luctant to take up their rights. 

The issue of 5 per cent 
convertible unsecured loan 
stock was launched in Decem¬ 
ber to raise £317 million after 
expenses to hind the £200 
million acquisition of Welbilt 
Corporation, the American 


By Susan Gilchrist 

commercial kitchens supplier. 
The deal doubled the size of 
the company overnight. 

Berisford said yesterday 
that it had received accep¬ 
tances for about 54 per cent of 
the issue. The sub-underwrit¬ 
ers have therefore been called 
in to take up the remaining 
£152 million of stock. 

Alan Bowketr. Berisford’s 
chief executive, said he was 
satisfied with the outcome 


given the complexity of the 
deal. Johnny Townsend, vice- 
chairman of corporate finance 
at Hoare Govern broker to the 
issue, said that the struemre 
of foe group's shareholder 
base was part of the problem. 
Eight shareholders, many of 
them industrial rather than 
institutional investors, held 
more than half the equity. 

The shares closed down 11 bp 
at 230b p. Tempus. page 28 
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Vardon bids GET seeks 
£17m for quote with 
Parkdean placing 

hnliriav sites Rt 125p 


Vardon bids 
£17m for 
Parkdean 
holiday sites 

By Martin Waller 

DEPUTY CITY EDITOR 

VARDON, the bingo to lei¬ 
sure attractions group 
owns the London Dungeon, is 
bolting on a third leg with foe 
purchase of a quoted group oi 
holiday parks in Scotland and 
East Anglia. 

The company has made an 
agreed £17.4 million bid for 
Parkdean Leisure, which 
came to foe stock market late 
in 1993 at LZOp share. Vardon 
is offering 13 of its shares for 
eveiy 10 in Parkdean. valuing 
foe company at 172p. 

Parkdean shares leapt by 
33p. to I72p. on news of 
Vardon's terms. Shareholders 
will retain the right to a Z85p 
f inal dividend announced by 
Parkdean yesterday and will 
be offered a 1625p-a-share 
limited cash alternative. 

Parkdean operates eight 
holiday parks, consisting of 
caravans, chalets and apart¬ 
ments. Its managing director, 
Graham Wilson, will continue 
with the enlarged group in the 
same role and join Vardon's 
board if foe offer succeeds. 

Nick Irens, Vardon’s chief 
executive, said that the two 
groups had been talking for a 
year about a possible deal. 
Vardon, which has for some 
time wanted to enter the holi¬ 
day homes market had con¬ 
sidered buying Parkdean 
before the latter’s flotation, he 
added, but had been involved 
in another deal, to take it into 
foe bingo halls area. 

The enlarged group would 
have £35 million of banking 
fatalities for further expan¬ 
sion, whether into bingo halls, 
attractions such as Vardon's 
Sea Life centres or holiday 
camps. 

Both companies took the 
opportunity to unveil full-year 
figures yesterday. Parkdean 
saw pre-tax profits almost 
double, from £811,000 to £136 
million, aided by lower 
interest charges. 

Vardon. chaired by David 
Hudd. reported pre-tax profits 
up from £5.15 million to £739 
million. A 1.125p final dividend 
raises foe total by 33 per cent 
to 13p, more than four times 
covered by earnings. 

Tempus, page 28 


GET Group, foe supplier anT 
distributor of electrical-cables 
and flexes, is seeking a stock 
market listing through a plac¬ 
ing that wiU value foe com¬ 
ply at £203 million. New 
shares are being placed at I25p 
by Greig Middleton, foe bro¬ 
ker. raising £5.7 million before 
expenses. 

GCT. which was founded as 
Great EastemTradingin 1955 
by current chairman John-. 
Joseph and his father, made 
£2.05 million pre-tax profit in 
the year to the end of August 
on turnover of £33 million. • 
The current j owners of the 
company wi£ retain-TO per¬ 
cent of the enlarged share 
capital Directors are sefllmg 
shares to raise £3OCL0pO. Deaf 
ings are expected to begin on . 
February 23. 

Europe lagging 

A study by Coopers & Lybrand 
and MORI concluded that bus- - 
mess leaders are sceptical 
about Europe’s ability to keep 
up with Japan and America in 
foe race to develop theinformaA 
lion superhighway, a higthca-^ 
parity fibre-optic network for 
foe mass market Almost TO per 
cent of the 383 respondents, all 
board members of some of 
western Europe’s largest com¬ 
panies, said the continent lacks 
a co-ordinated approach. A 
Coopers partner said he be¬ 
lieved Europe has no more 
than three years to catdi up. 

Casket warns 

Casket the bicycle manufac¬ 
turer and clothing distributor, 
told shareholders that profits 
for foe year to March 31 were 
likely to be "substantially" be¬ 
low City forecasts. It blamed 
depressed UK and German 
sales, exacerbated by opera¬ 
tional hiccups in its new cyde 
assembly factory. The clothing 
business continued to perform 
ahead of the previous year. 

Gallaher sells 

Gallaher, foe tobacco company, 
has sold The Catering Guild, 
that provides contract catering 
at 115 businesses and industry 
sites, to a Granada Group off¬ 
shoot for about £53 million. 
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0171 481 4481 




ACCOUNTANCY & FINANCE 


FAX: 

0171 782 7899 


Financial Controller 


With directorship potential 


Salary c.£60k + executive benefits 


Home Counties 


Our client, a privately owned British company, is a leading 
provider of software for vertical market applications in rhe 
UK and more recently, continental Europe. Their revenues 
are growing at an exciting rate of in excels of 40% per 
annum. With the addition of new software capabilities 
they are further expanding their business and confidently 
addressing new markets. 

This recently established role of Financial Controller will 
take full responsibility for financial and management 
accounting and the company's administrative personnel 
and systems. The management and implementation of 
quality budgetary processes and controls, client 
accounting systems and tax, legal and contractual 
management are key requirements of the role. 

\XV Jrc seeking an individual who has, since qualifying 
professionally, achieved significant success in a technology 
oriented company. As a software house, people are the 
keystones of the business, so excellent interpersonal skills 
and the ability to communicate effectively with technical 
managers and personnel are essential. The company's 


customers are major “blue-chip' organisations, so the 
individual will have credibility, personality and confidence 
in senior executive client situations. 

The company and the role will particularly appeal to 
individuals who sec themselves as fully contributing senior 
managers today, with the ambition and ability to being 
appointed to the company's board of directors within 
twelve months. This is an exceptional opportunity for an 
outstanding individual. 

To apply please forward your curriculum vitae with a 
covering letter telling us hew you can contribute to our 
client's success, for the attention of Nicola Ogilvie. 

Ogilvie & -Associates Ltd, Buckingham Court. 

78 Buckingham Gate, London SWJ E 6PE quoting 
reference N01200. Fax: 071 233 0603- 



OGILVIE 


GRADUATE TRAINEES 
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANCY & TAX 
LONDON/NATIONWIDE TO £18,000 

Fast-doss career opportunities await 1994 or 1995 
graduates who are keen to train as Chartered Ac countants 
or Tax Consuttanta within an Intern a t i onal Chrferad 
AwcunteneyRm. Whether your chnka is aucK or taxation 
you wi be given the best training maiabifl, together with 
fui study support for the ACA or ATS examinations. 

Intere st ed applicants must meet the following criteria:- a 
rriWmumu 24 UCCA points, a minimum 2.1 degree 
(preferably Si law or a numerate or business subject), 
strong oral and written communication strife, a confident 
professional manner, end above all, fid awareness of aid 
commitment to your chosen career rSsdpfine. Locations 
include London, Birmingham, Leads, Manchester, Sussex 
and other Home Counties. 

Apply to Dovtoa Kidd, Training Oapaertnant on 0171 
353 4212 « send jour CV to Davies (Odd, HamAon 
House, 1 Temple Avenue, London EC4YQHA. 
Fax 0717 363 0512 


A nancy ton occurred far the A^maiwKng [wpiiw, of 

TREASURER/TRADE 

FINANCIER 

for a group of companfei involved in injernatbnal trade 
with a high nine digii turnover. The successful applicant 
should have substantial experience in hm^natign pi 
banking insmanentt hiving spccialhed in commodity 
trade finance, counter trade/ofibet transactions with 
onerging economies. Fluency in lan gnag u i* wmi 
pankulariy Goman and French. The socastfal 
camfidatt will also have excellent trade record in 
obtaining eredir for difficult markets and be well versed 
in their risk assessment procedures. A minimum often 
of working experience with got class cooamexicai 
banks or trading bouses b requ ired . 

Competitive alary pins bonus available. 

Pkase reply in writing in the first instance so 
Box No 34A4 whh ■ detailed CV. 



tow jjs J*** 

Scad CV. to Rantes* 
Coflial Grows Room 17 
AJfcttl BtiUbi. 49 Own 
Victoria 9, London BC4 ISA. 



GRADUATE 
TRAINEES 
COMPUTER AUDIT 

The opportunity to train as a 
chartered accouitait AND a 
superb taking in computers 
andLT. wift malargeBi^6 
intaiutfuwJ accountancy fern. 
24 UCCA prints, a 2:1 degree 

and an active interest in - 
computers in your aturfee ere 
toe essential criteria. For furiher 
informaaon ring Shrtey Hogg of 
Fast Accountancy on 
071287 3391 

or tax your CV on 071 494 3537 
(RecOons). 


PART TIME SUN 
ACCOUNTANT 

SapemWan of Credo Control. 
Some Tiexsory. Assisi Hares 
Hr-|xr.£ZU00 
Faroes Peopi* 

Tet 0171 3294044 
Re 0171 3294940 

H-ISDowpisHB 

BC4K 2ST 


ALL BOX NUMBER REPUES SHOULD BE 


; 1 » IJliVSI3lima;mf .■ pi 


C/0 THE TIMES NEWSPAPERS 
P.0. BOX 3553, VIRGINIA ST, 
LONDON, El 9GA 




WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP WITH NHS TRUSTS 

Working for the Provider Unit of the new Anglia and Oxford Regional 
Office of the XHS Executive, this is an exciting and challenging 
opportunity io play a key role in monitoring the activity and financial 
performance of designated XHS Trusts, appraising their business plans 
and capital requirements, and disseminating NHSpolicy. 


mm 


1 Milton Keynes £31,950 - £34,560 + PRP + benefits 

You will have highly developed analytical and problem solving skills 
combined with the personal qualities necessary to communicate 
successfully, and interact effectively, ar all levels in the Trusts, the 
Department of Health, and HM Treasury. 

Knowledge and experience of Strategic and Business Planning, and 
mest merit Appraisal Processes will be essential - as will the ability to think 
iteraUy. practically and conceptually. Preiious A HSexperience'houever, 
hilst obviously useful is not essential. 

return we re offering career development in a stimulating team 
lironment. plus an excellent salary and benefits package. 

tialfy the appointment will be to Anglia and Oxford Regional Health 
bority but it is expected to transfer to the NHS Executive in 1996. The 
ider Unit are currently based in Stamford and will relocate to Milton 
ks in May 1995. 

irmly helieie in equality of opportunity and welcome applications 
alt sections of the community. 

To apply, please telephone our Recruitment Consultant. Chris 
Goodman, on 021-456 4721 for an application form or write to 
him for one at: Austin Knight UK Ltd.. Tricorn House. 

51-53 Hagley Road , Edgbaston, Birmingham B16 8TP. Please Executive 
Austin qUOlC reJerence LR86 °- Closing date for __ 

n lfnioht reCept ° f *"*** application forms: 24th Anglia and 

I M II gf l.1 February 1995 


CITY INVESTMENT HOUSE 

Limited positions exist in a 
specialised team, offering a "no- 
nonsense” career with Senior 
Management opportunity. 

Age 25-45 

Contact Steven Youngs 
on 0171 418 9097 


SENIOR OPTIONS 
TRADER 

Intanatioiial company wishes to recnjji 
semnr options trader for financial futures o 
LlrrE. Must hive minimu m 4 yesi 
experience, proven track record, extensiv 
knowledge of Delta, Gamma, Theta, Vegt 
Miwt have ran options book independent* 
without office research or trading manager. 

Good benefits, salary negotiable. 

Reply in writing with full GV. to Box No 3752 
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ACCOUNTANCY 


Soiling the seal of approval 


Emile Woo lf says ‘true and fair’ 
remains the sole justification for 
the auditors’ reporting monopoly 


T he Auditing Practices 
Board's proposals, pub¬ 
lished as The Audit 
Agenda , have provided Austin 
Mitchell, Labour Mp for 
Great Grimsby, and his co¬ 
horts with a pretext for 
another volley of criticism of 
the APB itself, including the 
standard charge that it is nor 
elected democraricallv. 

This, however, is an irrele¬ 
vance. That a board is appoint¬ 
ed democratically does not 
guarantee its pronouncements 
are worth listening to. Whar 
matters is whether its member¬ 
ship is competent to pronounce 
in the first place, and compe¬ 
tence is derived from back¬ 
ground and experience. 

Half the APB's members are 
non-practitioners with no au¬ 
diting experience. The other 
half is dominated by the mega- 
firm fraternity, who. by defini¬ 
tion. have linle conception of 
the audit issues routinely faced 
by more than 12,000 smaller 
firms whose subscriptions 
fund the lion's share of APB 
activities. Therefore. The Au¬ 
dit Agenda is likely to reflect 
the unrepresentative priorities 
and premises of its originating 
minds. 

The essential audit remit 
has not altered, and has never 

Brand 

accounting 

STAND by for the marketing 
campaign of the year. As 
heralded here last year, the 
English 1CA are due to 
launch what they describe as 
“a billboard poster cam¬ 
paign*' at the end of this 
month. According to the 
newsletter of the board for 
chartered accountants in 
business, this will, among 
other things “position and 
reinforce the chartered quali¬ 
fications as the premium 
brand". Who said the vexed 


extended beyond a duty lo 
issue a universally respected 
seal of approval, affirming 
that an entity's accuunts are 
trustworthy — as resounding¬ 
ly encapsulated in the “true 
and fair" imprimatur. That 
requirement, and it is awe¬ 
some enough, remains the sole 
justification for the auditor’s 
reporting monopoly. 

The A udit Agenda's current 
proposals to advance the fron¬ 
tiers might imply that the 
track record is covered in 
glory, but the causes ctlebre of 
recent years give the lie to any 
such notion. 

The only audit agenda now 
needed is a clear restatement 
of the profession’s enduring 
objectives — and their fulfil¬ 
ment. The paper does include 
some commendable initia¬ 
tives, such as those that ad¬ 
dress the fraud issue. But they 
are worthwhile for the very 
reason that they arc drafted 
within the bounds of tradition¬ 
al responsibility. 

The main premises on 
which the paper rests, how¬ 
ever. are tainted by a determ¬ 
ination to blunt the focus nf 
auditing by creating a host of 
indistinct quasi-management 
functions for auditors. Some 
examples. 



Emile Woolf opposes quasi-management roles for auditors 


□ Auditors should report to 
the board and audit commit¬ 
tee on governance issues. 
This is nonsense. If the board 
and audit committee are inca¬ 
pable of sorting out gover¬ 
nance issues for themselves, 
they should not be there. The 
paper is emphatic on indepen¬ 


dence yet proposes an entan¬ 
glement with governance! 

□ Auditors should report 
publicly on whether direc¬ 
tors' governance statements 
accord with the Code of Best 
Practice and "are an appro¬ 
priate reflection of the neces¬ 
sary compliance "—whatever 


ANY OTHER BUSINESS 


days of brand accounting were 
over? 

Rules for eating 

IT IS good to find that Sir 
David Tweedie, the chairman 
of the Accounting Standards 
Board, is adhering to the 
ASB’s credo in all aspects of 
his life. We all know that fi¬ 
nance directors and auditors 
are in favour of broad prin¬ 
ciples around which they can 
exercise judgment and fiddle 



the figures, while the ASB ar¬ 
gues that it is rules which are 
required to prevent such fid¬ 
dles. And the AS B has to set an 
example. So. where was 
Sir David seen dining out 
this week? Why. Rules restau¬ 
rant in Govern Garden, of 


Home truths 

MEMBERS of the English 
ICA are worried after the re- 




port by Sheila Masters, of 
KPMG. on the costs of refur¬ 
bishing official Royal Air 
Force residences, which led to 
the resignation of Air Chief 
Marsha] Sir Sandy Wilson. 
Masters is standing for elec¬ 
tion to the ranks of the insti¬ 
tute’s office-bearers. What 
happens if she is elected, they 
say. Will she scrutinise the 
costs incurred when the insti¬ 
tute recently refurbished its 
gents loo from a mundane fa¬ 
cility into rather more exotic 


To £100,000 package World-Class Manufacturing 
+ benefits 


Finance Director 


South East 




pare opportunity for an ambitious financial professional to support the Chief Executive of a 
successful £400 million turnover international engineering company in optimising the performance 
of decen tralised divisions woridwide. Challenging remit requiring a first-class financial management 
background combined with exceptional interpersonal skills which offers neat scope for progression into 

general management. 


THE ROUE 

■ Providing authoritative financial control, 
reporting and analysis service to the Chief 
Executive, divisional general management and 
Group, reviewing and critiquing operational unit 
performance. 

■ Supporting divisional management in assessing 
market opportunities and potential risk, 
including logistics enhancement, product 
development and acquisition appraisals. 

■ Driving budgetary process and managing group 
consolidation through established head office 
accounting function in conjunction with Group. 


THE QUALIFICATIONS 

■ Qualified accountant, and ideally MBA, aged 35 
to 45. Broad financial management experience in 
a multi-site international business with proven 
commercial involvement in managing 
manufacturing businesses. 

■ Technically outstanding manager with 
commercial flair. Robust approach with the style 
and wit to challenge and enthuse divisional 
management to maximise financial performance. 

■ Strong empathy with diverse business cultures 
with the impact and maturity lo gain respect at 
both parent level and across the businesses 
woridwide. Willing to travel extensively; 
additional languages advantageous. 


Leeds 0532 307774 
London 071 493 1238 
Manchester 061 499 1700 




Selector Euro pe 

Spencer Stuart 



INSURANCE RISK 


LONDON BASED 

■ ,T I the lease financing ann of the Motability Scheme, with ai fleet in excess 

5mSo appoint an Executive to establish and control a new Insurance Risk 

Hgement operabon. objectives will be to design and implement a motor 

orting to a main board oQ the Company's approved funding mechanism. You 

based management information procedures and all 

tagement and cost 1 ^“^L^Tholding a degree or professional qualification, you will have 
illy aged between 35 of a |JL fleet of private cars, and wiU need to have the ability 

nsive fpenence in t0 mee t our specialised requirements, 

letagn loss conuo v ^ required who will have the strengths and confidence to operate 

erson of high Vj**»*** ^ Company. 

ipendently ana 1 ^ n . ava ii a ble for the right candidate, along with a range of benefits 
ompetitive basic salary ™ scheme and company car, which will adequately reward the high 
uding non-contributory Peiinnovative ability and managerial competence which this position 
tdard of insurance skills, mu 

fires. . thi _ exce ptional career development opportunity please forward a 

/ou are interested m _: n Hudin e details of current remuneration to Cliff Sharpe Personnel 

.prehensive Curriculum Vitae 57 sombwark Street, London SE1 ISH. 

jartment, Motability Fi nance u . 

jassssspbr MFL is an equal opportunity employer 


that may mean. The gover¬ 
nance issue has all the hall¬ 
marks of incipient chaos and 
auditors should stay clear of it 
Audit is a process of vetting 
accounting information before 
pronouncing it fit for human 
consumption. Governance is 
not susceptible lo audit meth¬ 
odology. Stick to auditing. 

□ The APB wilt develop 
guidance for non-executive 
directors who act as mem¬ 
bers of audit committees. 
Forger it. i have a library of 
excellent guidance on this very 
subject written by ProNed. the 
Institute of Directors, the DTI, 
consulting firms, et al. It is not 
within the auditor’s remit, and 
never should be. 

You get the drift. Whenever 
auditors are lured inro unfa¬ 
miliar reporting territory they 
fail in their primary duty. The 
Audit Agenda lends impetus 
to just such a thrust. Bul the 
APB wifi say. the "public” now 
expects more. If so, ler Parlia¬ 
ment respond. It is not for us 
to succumb io unrealistic polit¬ 
ical pressure lo stray so far 
from base. As Colin Sharman, 
senior partner of KPMG. re¬ 
cently said: "Litigation comes 
about because or bad decisions 
and bad judgment We have 
got to get back lo the exercise 
of judgment." 

Now that is an apt audit 
agenda. 

77ie author heads litigation 
and insurance services at 
Kingston Smith. He is chair¬ 
man of EW Fact. 


surroundings? Who is likely to 
wash their hands of the 
responsibility? 

In meraoriam 

AMONG his many duties. Sir 
William Slimmings. whose 
life is the subject of the column 
on this page, was a senior el¬ 
der of the Crown Court church 
m Russell Street in Covent 
Garden. And it is there that 
his memorial service mil take 
place on Saturday March 11 at 
230pm. 


A tough, ambitious 
but kind leader 


Robert Bruce 


THE death of Sir William Slimmings. at 82. 
has removed the first of the great triumvirate 
of the profession’s leaders who guided it 
through the most difficult and turbulent stage 
of Us history. It was Bill Slimmings who. with 
Sir Ronald Leach and Lord Benson, had to try 
to steer the profession through the difficult 
times in the late 1960s and early 1970s created 
by merger efforts, the creation of the entire 
accounting standards process and. later, 
inflation accounting. 

But Slimmings's legacy is not so much ach¬ 
ievements. although they were many, but 
more the way be went about his business, in 
particular, his efforts, as a son of Dunfermline 
in Fife, to ensure that Scots participated rather 
than stand separate and aloof. 

He was president of the Scots ICA during 
the first great efforts made ini969-70 to merge 
Britain’s accountancy bodies into three dis¬ 
tinct units based on the existing chartered 
accountant bodies. In the first vote, to provide 
"approval and authority” for the bodies to 
proceed to detailed work ou 
the idea, only the Scots failed 
to come up with a thumping 
majority in favour. 

In fact, for Slimmings and 
his council, the membership Mm ^ 
provided the worst possible 
dilemma. A vote of 505 per aBBar 
cent in favour and 495 per 
cent against meant that they grciU.' 
had the approval but could %[ 
hardly argue that they also ' 

had the authority. \SJVi... 

Meanwhile, all the other m/ 

bodies proceeded with mer- _ ^ 

ger plans and Slimmings I t r . 
could see that the Scots would f' 

be left on the sidelines. A | - ■■ - ... g 

letter went out to members rjp.. 

asking for their views. Some 
650 replied, a high number RR 

for those days. And 
Slimmings replied personally 
to all of them. He knew how to persuade. So. 
when if came to another vote along the lines 
of "If everyone else goes ahead, should the 
Scots not join in?”, he secured a 77.7 per cent 
majority. Sadly, Slimmings's efforts came to 
naughL All the accounting bodies voted for 
the scheme except the English ICA. which 
had originated it but whose members failed 
to deliver. The chance vanished. 

It was resurrected in 19S9 and a similar 
story unfolded. This time it was a simple 
merger between the English and the Scots. 
The vote was lost, Scots pride and 
nationalism obscuring the opportunities. 

But Bill Slhnmmgs. long retired from his ten 
years as senior partner of Thomson McLintodk, 
still cared passionately. In the spring of 1989, 


Robert 

Bruce 


Slimmings. in his late seventies, left his 
beloved chrysanthemums in Worcester Park 
and spent a morning with me in the 
Accountancy Age offices puffing away on his 
pipe putting together views which he hoped 
might, once again, swing opinion his way. 

First he talked of co-operation. “I Have 
never been anything other than a strong sup¬ 
porter of the Scottish profession,” he said, 
“but. as president, when meeting members of 
the profession in other countries, it was obv¬ 
ious there was a dimension which out¬ 
weighed the local. Whether between Scot¬ 
land and England, or the UK and other 
countries, the operative word should be co¬ 
operation, not competitiveness”. 

And his second point was that the Scots 
could not stand alone. He recalled a council 
meeting from 1970 when the Scots were 
dragging their feet over participation in the 
creation of accounting standards. "I said 
there were three options open to us. Merely 
saying'Me too'is completely spineless. Ifyou 
sit back and say nothing, 
then that is worse. And if you 
gtet come out with something dif- 

fenenr from the English insti- 
OTXjajff tute just for Ihe sake of it. 

^ you're making the profes- 

SR sion a laughing stock.” 

h His conclusion, as you 

would expect from a sclf- 
\ made man, was “For heav- 
j en’s sake get into the game 
and be a participant rather 
l ■>- / than a passive observer." 

And when people said the 

_ Scots would be in a minority 

that this was unaccepi- 
JjTvjt, able, he would smile. 

— “There’s talk of Soots being 
in the minority on the pro- 
1 pored council." he respond- 

CE ed. “but that’s the wrong way 

to approach iL If 15 Scots 
cannot make an appropriate 
noise in a council, then there is something 
wrong with those Scots ." He was right. 

Slimmings was tough and ambitious. He 
made his own way in the world. But it is his 
thoughtftilness, kindness and ability to enc¬ 
ourage which endure. When I had just start¬ 
ed as a journalist. 1 was much enthused by 
the exuberance of “Taking Stock” the diary 
page of Accountancy Age. At a reception, 
tawing about it with Slimmings. he said he 
didn't care for iL Being young and bump¬ 
tious. I could not understand this. I asked 
why he disliked iL He puffed on his pipe, and 
gave me a look. “It’s snide.” he said. He was 
righL For much of his life he taught young 
accountants to become good ones. This fjme 
he had given a lesson to a journalist 


ACCOUNTANCY & FINANCE 


GROUP FINANCIAL 



•rah experience. 

■Mm ID Be£ KB. Box No 37W 



UK FINANCIAL 
CONTROLLER 

Required by tnt emxrinm l 
FinowiM Services Company. 
Yon wffl have a m ia umun of 5 
vean Host fiftii tinti 

experience, be TT taae and 
have w or kin g knawfcxtpc Of 



Ifcmaai HI CV hi Ike &9t 
h MMMce m VOt UK. Bn No 
37*6 


ARE YOU A 
CZECH SPEAKING 
ACCOUNTANT? 

WEST LONDON/PRAGUE ^MARKET RATE 

Our client is a major company with a turnover c£200+ million. 
They have recently entered into a joint sales and marketing 
venture with a Czech manufacturer in which they have a 
controlling interest. The business is growing and there is a need 
to ensure that the accounting information and controls are 
effective, and comply with UK accounting practice. Naturally 
this requires a good accounting background and one that is 
computer literate, but an essential requirement is the ability to 
speak Czech and English. 

If you have this ability and the necessary experience please 
telephone on 0181 541 5580 and ask for Robin Rotherham or 
write to him at 


Acamdancy 

OPTIONS- 


Accountancy Options Ltd 
No. 6-8 Thames Street 
Kingst on 
Surrey KT1 1PE 
Fax 0181 546 4259 




8 THOMAS INTERNATIONAL 

i —i»i ii h 8ym» <wq m 


BUSINESS MANAGERS 


Ifyou are seif motnoied and have ihe dcsir to develop and 
mirnp- ywiT mm profitable busmen - then will oat leam oThigh 
earners. Wc will ghrc you the products, plus the necessary 
expense by way at training and support. You will then be fiiHy 
equipped to mate otff com p reh en sive iMge of penona&y and 
aptitude iMwimwifti and customised management training 
programmes. Activity rebled income is ywr fir* year should 
equal £20,000 with a minimum targe! of C3QJJX for tbe second. 
This setfemptoyed position is fiiD-time. 

If you are confident and you can present effectively to directors 
and senior oxcariva - then take the chaHra# now by c on tac tin g 
Nicola u Thomas International. Harris Home, 17 West Street, 
Marlow, Buds, SL7 2LS - Tet 0628 475366. 



WANTED: 

PART-TIME BOOK-KEEPER 

for City based Financial PR Company 

Duetts tndudf tala and purchase ledger, credit control 
and general accounts work. Mutt be computer luerau, 
SUN & ADMIRAL and EXCEL experience 
preferable 

Mease apply in writing enclosing C.V., preferred 
hours and salary expectations. 

BUCHANAN COMMUNICATIONS 
36 Si Andrews HOi, London EC4V $DE 


MANAGEMENT CONSULTING 
RESEARCH ASSOCIATE 

Attractive Salary, Bonus and Benefits 
Package. 

THE RESEARCH ASSOCIATE is responsible for analysing 
strategic, financial and organisational data for leading UK and 
international clients and will be working closely with the firm’s 
partners and with clients to communicate findings and 
implications. The RA will obtain an inside view of management 
decision-making at the highest executive and boardroom levels. 

THE IDEAL CANDIDATE wifi have worked for 2 to 3 years in a 
leading strategy consulting firm, management training course, or 
accountancy firm; have experience evaluating business strategy 
using financial models, spreadsheet analysis, and library research; 
exhibit exceptional interpersonal skills with the maturity and 
poise to interact with senior management; and will be able to 
demonstrate a consistent, high level of professional and academic 
achievement. 

To apply, please forward your CV and a covering letter to 
Mr Charles Mc.Kann, Regent Arcade House - 2nd Floor; . 
19-25 Argyll Street; London W1V 1AA 
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Modest gains at the close 


EQUITY PRICES 33 


TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place ten business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous days close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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NORTH SEA OIL 



Untroubled waters: a drilling rig in the Firth of Tay awaiting tow-oat to the North Sea. Despite the bonanza of the past 20 years, there is still much for the oil industry to go for 

From a trickle to a flood 

F or an enterprise that began Frank Fr»7Pr rPnnrtS! Otl tflP PPOTinmiP and tprhniral oil company standards. In panict 

with a trickle of fluid col- rirtllK rirfXCl XCpUllS UXC ailU ICUUULdl lar. contractors have to work withi 

lected in a pickle bottle i_n _ • the same stria safety regime whic 

taken from a drillina rig’s Cll3.11Cng6S 1T1 NOrtll 003. WOrKlTlg pr3LCtlC6S has been applied since the Pipe 


F or an enterprise that began 
with a trickle of fluid col¬ 
lected in a pickle bottle 
taken from a drilling rig’s 
kitchen galley, the offshore oil 
industry is showing remarkable 
longevity. By most initial projec¬ 
tions. the business should now be 
in decline as wells start to run (fry 
after almost two decades of uncon¬ 
strained production from a handful 
of giant discoveries, which made 
the North Sea the hottest explora¬ 
tion area for multinational com¬ 
panies in the 1970s. 

But with hundreds of smaller oil 
and gas accumulations still to be 
tapped—and the bonus of a new oil 
province in Atlantic waters — there 
is still much to go for if the oil 
industry, and the huge offshore 
supplies sector which has grown up 
to support it. can adapt to the 
economic and technical challenges 
of changed circumstances. 

The biggest change is the oil- 
price outlook. In tlie early 1970s, 
what were thought to be shortages 
of the world’s main energy source 
spurred investment in new sources 
of supply almost regardless of cost. 
But now investment decisions now 
have to be made on the assumption 
that there will be no actual short¬ 
ages and that the real price of oil 
will continue ro slip. 

The UK continental shelf will 
remain a high-cost area of operat¬ 
ion in which the best prospects will 
be at deeper and more distant 
locations. This makes it vulnerable 
to competition from newer oil pro¬ 
vinces with more easily recoverable 
reserves which are also vying 
for the scarce capital resources 


of multinational oil companies. 

Yet there is no sign of any flight 
of capital at this stage. According to 
estimates by Wood Mackenzie, the 
energy consultancy wing of 
NatWest Markets, which has mon¬ 
itored North Sea activity for more 
than 20 years, a record E4.7 billion 
will be pumped into new oil and 
gas projects approved by the Gov¬ 
ernment last year — more than 
twice the total commitments which 
companies made for plans sanc¬ 
tioned in 1993. 

This augurs well for the oQ- 
supply industry, which the UK 
Offshore Operators Association 
estimates supports about 300.000 
jobs in Britain. But capital outlays 
are just part of the story’- The oil 
industry nowadays spends at least 
as much again on operating and 
maintaining more than 100 fields 
that are in production. 

In the early days of North Sea oil, 
there was a tendency by oil com¬ 
panies only to look at capital costs 
needed to start the flow of oil. The 
present approach takes as much 
account of the economics of operat¬ 
ing and even subsequently aban¬ 
doning offshore installations to 
provide more realistic life-of-the- 
field appraisals at the investment 
decision-making stage. 

The robustness of UK waters as a 
province which continues to attract 
high levels of oil industry invest¬ 
ment was helped by an overhaul in 
1993 of the special tax regime 


applied to oil and gas operations. 
The measures provided incentive 
for new investment by abolishing 
petroleum revenue tax payments 
on future fields. 

But the investment climate has 
also undoubtedly been further im¬ 
proved by industry-wide efforts to 
tackle the concern that offshore 
costs in the early 1990s were 
showing signs of rising as sharply 
as the oil price was falling, casting 
doubt on the viability of many 
projects. 

Government support was given 
to Crine (the Cost Reduction Initia¬ 
tive for the New Era), which was 
launched to find ways of reversing 
the trend through cooperation 
between the industry and suppli¬ 
ers. Achievements include drawing 
up standard specifications for 
many types of oil-field equipment 
which manufacturers can provide 
off-the-shelf at lower prices than de¬ 
signing oneoff customised items. 

Crine is as much about cultural 
change as dealing with technical 
matters, so oil companies have had 
to abandon old ideas of self- 
sufficiency and bespoke engineer¬ 
ing to gain benefits from the 
attempts to reduce offshore costs. 
Some operators have started to 
share logistical support, such as 
helicopter and supply boat services, 
to take advantage of cost savings. 

But the most radical change in 
North Sea working practices, 
which was under way before Crine, 


has been the new types of relation¬ 
ships formed with contractors, 
many of whom formerly depended 
on selling manhours rather than 
expertise to help improve the 
efficiency of operations. Under new 
types of deals, oil companies are 
entering into partnerships with 
lead contractors or alliances of 
contracting firms which take over 
management functions previously 
handled by oil industry personnel. 
The deals also usually involve a 
share in savings made from exceed¬ 
ing performance targets in return 
for contractors being prepared to 
shoulder some of the commercial 
risk if things go wrong. 

S ome operating groups 
claim to have reduced costs 
by 20 per cent or more as a 
result of partnership deals 
which allow longer-term relation¬ 
ships to be developed with contrac¬ 
tors. But the change has inevitably 
had an impact on the supply sector 
as smaller firms, which previously 
dealt directly with oil companies, 
have been forced to act as sub¬ 
contractors to larger groups select¬ 
ed as lead contractors with 
responsibility for procuring other 
services. 

The changes have led to mergers 
of both individual firms and trade 
associations to strengthen abilities 
to compete for contracts which 
demand wide ranges of services 
and management skills aligned to 
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EXPORT of oil technology 
was a thriving business in 
Britain decades before the 
discovery of North Sea oil. 
Frank Frazer writes. 

Large engineering groups 
and contractors worked in the 
Middle East and elsewhere 
on projects which were often 
managed from bases in 
London established by multi¬ 
national oil companies. 

But the special challenges 
of the finds in the North Sea 
pointed to the prospect of 
Britain becoming a net im¬ 
porter of expertise in offshore 
operations, if efforts were not 
made to meet the new de¬ 
mands. Successes are reflect¬ 
ed in the fact that UK 
contractors generally capture 
at least 70 percent of a market 
in which annual capital 
spending can reach £5 billion. 

But ft was also apparent 
from the outset that the indus¬ 
trial spin-off from the oil 
discoveries would offer new 
exporting opportunities if UK 
suppliers could be encour¬ 
aged to compete abroad with 
the international groups, 
mainly US-owned, that domi¬ 
nated the offshore business. 

For that reason, overseas 
promotion of British offshore 
capability' was among the 
remits given to the Offchore 
Supplies Office set up by the 
Government in the 1970s. 

With the British presence in 


the North Sea market well 
established, the Glasgow- 
based organisation's role has 
become increasingly geared 
to exports. Last year it was 
reorganised as the Oil and 
Gas Projects and Supplies 
Office, to encompass the 
downstream refining and pet¬ 
rochemical sector and on¬ 
shore production operations 
— though it is still officially 
known as OSO. 

A recent government esti¬ 
mate suggested that com¬ 
panies were winning work 
worth at least £2 billion a year 
in a world offshore market 
valued at more than £50 

billion. 

Inclusion of onshore and 
downstream activities within 
OSO's remit has probably 
trebled the size of the market 
it can tap in the search for 
opportunities for UK firms. 
Areas where it has concentrat¬ 
ed efforts indude the former 
Soviet republics, the Far East 
and Latin America, where 
there could be demand for 
technology tested in the North 
Sea for projects planned to 
meet rapidly rising energy 
demand. 

According to Kourosh 
BassitL Scottish Enterprise’s 
bead of energy, exports will 
play a critical part in helping 
to anchor oil technology in 
Scotland as activities in die 
North Sea decline. 


How success has. 
followed success 

Mike Wells on the friendlyb al anc et hat 
has changed the North Se a oil industry. 

rnhe UK North Seaoil and gai and “ lend 

1 industry is undergoing a ^ ^ there had been 

X revolutionary transfarnnp misunderstanding over the 
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oil company standards. In particu¬ 
lar. contractors have to work within 
the same stria safety regime which 
has been applied since the Piper 
Alpha disaster in 19SS. with respon¬ 
sibility for administering the sys¬ 
tem handled by ihe Health and 
Safety Executive which is ai present 
examining safety cases operators 
have been obliged to submit for 
each offshore installation. 

The discovery of several promis¬ 
ing oilfields west of the Orkney and 
Shetland islands has added a new 
dimension to future exploration. 
Though only British Petroleum’s 
Foinaven field is so far the only one 
in toe area to be declared commer¬ 
cial, keen bidding is expected for 
the new licences this year. 

Activity by companies already 
holding licences in toe area is 
among' toe factors which will 
contribute to a significant rise in 
drilling in UK waters during 1995. 
Wood Mackenzie expect 110 explo¬ 
ration wells to be started, com¬ 
pared with 86 that were drilled last 
year. 

In deriding how to allocate 
spending between toe new pros¬ 
pects in Atlantic waters and toe 
opportunities that remain in toe 
mature North Sea oil province, oil 
companies will be helped by im¬ 
proved cash Dow from investment 
which has already taken place in 
fields to at are in production. 

According to government statis¬ 
tics. oil production rose by 27 per 
cent last year to contribute about £4 
billion to the balance of payments. 
It is expected to remain at present 
levels of about 2.7 million barrels a 
day for at least the next few years. 


costs to L8 a barrel by 2000 meant 
that toe industry was in danger oj 
pricing itself out of the world 
market , . 

The industry has achieved much 
under its co-ordinating body. Crine 
(Cost Reduction Initiative for toe 
New Era). It has reduced capital 
costs by at least 30 per cent within 
two to three years and operating 
costs by more than a half. Tim 
Eggar, Minister of Energy and 
Industry, has described it as a “very 
remarkable success story” 

One of toe key elements of the 
Crine initiative is toe change in the 
link between toe oil company 
operator and the contractor in toe 
development and operation of an 
offshore field. This had been a 
“them and us" relationship which 
I usually meant overstaffed project 
teams, an overwhelming amount of 
documentation, hosts of inspectors 
at every project stage. These waste¬ 
ful practices had grown out of the 
mutual mistrust 

Operators and 
contractors are now 
increasingly work¬ 
ing in partnerships 
or alii an ring agree¬ 
ments. The contrac¬ 
tors’ own expertise 
is maximised 
through joint project 
teams and stream¬ 
lined procedures 
which avoid man¬ 
power duplication 
and reduce costs. 

Oil company op¬ 
erators are gradual¬ 
ly retrenching to Patricia 
their core business. maximisi 
pulling out of the 
peripheral oilfield activities. An 
important example of this process 
has been the recent agreement 
between field operator Oryx Ener¬ 
gy UK and its contractor. Atlantic 
Power and Gas (APG). This follows 
toe former’s transaction with 
Conoco for toe sale and purchase of 
North Sea oil and gas assets. As 
Oryx explains, the agreement with 
APG involves it sharing some of the 
commercial risks which a contrac¬ 
tor does not normally assume, 
including a floating oil price. 

Last month. Oryx, which is a 
member of several North Sea 
licence groups, finalised the asset 
agreement with Conoco and took 
over its first UK field operatorship. 
The deal involves Oryx taking over 
Conoco’s shareholding and operat¬ 
ing role in the licence blocks which 
contain toe Hutton, Murchison 
and Lydl oilfields as well as other 
smaller deposits. In exchange. 
Conoco acquired Oryx’s share¬ 
holding in toe big Britannia gas 
condensate field, where Conoco is 
already joint operator with 
Chevron. 

Patricia Horsfall, managing di¬ 
rector of Oryx UK, says the 
transaction was a good strategic 
move for both ft and Conoco. “We 
wanted to increase our near-term 
production volumes and cash flow, 
and maximise ultimate reserves 
from our fields. We see a different 
value in toe assets, and with the 
transaction we can obtain toe cash 
flow now rather than waiting until 
1998 when Britannia comes on 
stream. We intend to see how we 


Patricia Horsfall: 
maximis ing reserves 


ed that APG will be running 
Hutton. Murchison and Lydl on 
our behalf. Although there has 
been some industry views that 
some North Sea fields m ayeven tu- 
ally be operated by the contractor 
for toe oil company, that is not so in 

this case. . . _. 

“We will maintain responsibility 
for safety, quality assurance, sub¬ 
surface and reservoir engineering. 
But APG's important role will be in 
both onshore and offshore support 
on a day-to-day basis. They will sit 
on our asset inanagemait team in 
Aberdeen and be involved'in all , 
derisions. We are both of the sa me# 
mind and have the same incentives. 
But it will leave Oryx to deal *oth. 
its core expertise such as project 
and reservoir management." As 
part of this, APG has an incentive 
contract wlu'ch is presently being 
finalised. 

APG will release Oryx from the 
responsibility for administrating 
the 150 or so con¬ 
tracts, large and 
* small, inherited 
from Conoco, which 
include offshore 
transportation, lo¬ 
gistics and catering. 

As Oryx puts it 
“These need con¬ 
stant renegotiation 
and renewal, an on¬ 
going administra¬ 
tion workload which 
APG is better placed 
to handle." 

Ms Horsfall, an 
American geologist 
iorsfall: and geophysicist, - 

g reserves worked in the Gulf 
of toe Mexico and 
other American oilfields before 
coining to the UK as MD nearly 
two years ago. She has just been 
appointed a vice-presidehtTof the- 
UK Offshore Operators Associ¬ 
ation (UKOOA). She says: “Not 
only did we have to get the DU'S 
approval for taking' over the 
operatorship from Conoco — and 
as the fields were already 
production It was an unusual 
problem for them — but we had to 
ensure that both the Treasury and 
the Department of Employment 
were satisfied. 

“There will be no job losses: 
rather it will involve some shift in 
the workforce. We are taking on toe 
150 Conoco offshore employees to 
maintain operating continuity and 
safety." 

The parent Oiyx Energy Com¬ 
pany, which has its headquarters 
in Dallas, is one of toe largest, but 
internationally least-known “inde¬ 
pendent" oil iid gas companies in 
the world, with operations in eight 
countries. In toe North Sea, it will 
be focusing its technical efforts on 
reevaluating toe three fields for 
optimising oil recovery. This in¬ 
cludes looking at those wells which 
are presently "shut-in" (not produc¬ 
ing), conducting more intensive 
three-dimensional seismic surveys 
and looking at other identified oil 
accumulations. 

The change in field operatorship 
has enabled a fresh look to be given 
to existing assets by a company 
with different priorities, as well as 
taking the operator/contractor rela¬ 
tionship into a new dimension. 



Well Services 


♦ Unique track record in'partnering & alliances 

♦ 8 Level 3 component open hole VSP log ging 
over 300 wells logged in the North Sea 

♦ VSP, well log & surface seismic processing 

♦ VSP navigation services 

♦ Surface readout / Memory PLTs - 

suitcase mobilisation & workstation interfaces 

♦ Multifinger (40/60 arm) caliper acquisition, 
processing and interpretation 

♦ Corrosion management 

♦ Geophysical and cased hole consultancy 

Head Office, Aberdeen: 

Tel: (01224) 829999 

Fax.: (01224) 826999 ~~ 

email: info ( 8 ) reacLscotnetco.uk 
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P ast investment in oil 
and gas has in some 
years represented 
nearly a quarter of 
total capital spendine bv rn- 

JHZ In Ihe UK And |he 

employment generated bv off¬ 
shore activity has become a 
staple component in the econo¬ 
mies of many east-coast 
co mm unities. 

But the areas which have 
carved our a niche in the 
business must adjusi to new 
realities as jobs shrink in an 
industry which is entering its 
second quaner-century in 
leaner mode. 

In tile past, offshore activity 
has created opportunities for 
locai enterprise in ports from 
East Anglia to the Shetland 
Islands, helping to offset the 
decline in traditional indus¬ 
tries such as fishing. 

TTie community which has 
gained most is Aberdeen and 
the surrounding Grampian 
region, where the population 
has increased by about 60.000 
to more than 500.000 since the 
5 first oil find off the Scottish 
coast in 1969. 

But the latest update by 
Grampian Regional Council 
shows that employment there 
probably passed its peak in 
1991. when oil was the area's 
largest source of employment, 
providing about 20 per cent of 
all jobs. Oil companies were 
surging ahead with projects 
delayed for a few years by the 
1986 oil price slump. 

In the past four years, job 
numbers in Grampian have 
declined by about 6.000 to 
48,000, including 21.400 off¬ 
shore-based posts, and the 
trend is expected to continue, 
further reducing employment 
centred on the region to 42.000 
by the year 2006. 

Even then, the activity will 
remain an important compo¬ 
nent in the local economy, 
particularly if local efforts to 
consolidate Aberdeen’s role as 
Europe's offshore capital re¬ 
sult in it remaining the man¬ 
agement centre for exploration 
on other parts of the UK 
continental shelf, including 
the new finds in the Atlantic 
waters west of Shetland. 

Several of the leading off¬ 
shore operating companies 
have already made Aberdeen 
the headquarters for all their 
UK exploration and produc- 


Frank Frazer 
reports on moves 
to ensure 

employment in 
oil into the future 


tiort operations, by moving 
staff there from London or 
other centres. The Department 
of Trade and Industry also 
switched some of its petroleum 
engineering work lo an office it 
opened in Aberdeen in 1993. 
adding to the critical mass of 
expertise the city hopes will 
secure iis long-term involve¬ 
ment with the industry. 

About 1,000 companies in 
the Grampian region depend 
on the offshore oil and gas 
industry as iheir main source 
of revenue. Some are large 
multinational contractors, 
managing European or world¬ 
wide operations, but there are 
also scores of small to medi¬ 
um-sized enterprises, many of 
them working on in nova rive 
"■ays of tackling oil industry' 
challenges. These could be¬ 
come the basis for building up 
export business to root oil 
technology more firmly in the 
region as North Sea opportu¬ 
nities decline. 

As befitting the community 
with the major share of oil- 
related activity. Grampian Re¬ 
gional Council took the 
initiative recently in co-ordi¬ 
nating a joint study on prob¬ 
lems facing the oil fabrication 
industry on behalf of a group 
of other locai authorities with 
yards in their areas. 

Despite a recent pick-up in 
orders which will keep most 
yards busy for at least this 
year, the overall outlook re¬ 
mains uncertain, amid fierce 
competition from foreign ri¬ 
vals able to claim subsidies 
from their governments which 
are permissible under Euro¬ 
pean Union rules. 

Although there is no large- 
scale fabrication work in 
Grampian, the future of the 
heavy metal working part Df 
the business is of vital impor¬ 
tance to areas such as North¬ 
east England. Clydeside and 
the Highlands of Scotland, 
where the main yards are 


located. More than 5.000 jobs 
have been shed tty this seg¬ 
ment of !he oil support indus¬ 
try over the last two years, and 
current projections indicate 
that no more than a quarter to 
a third of total fabrication 
capacity will be required lo 
meet the needs of the industry 
for the foreseeable future. 

The problem is partly the 
result of changing technology, 
with oi! companies opting 
increasingly for subsea sys¬ 
tems which do not require 
large coastal construction 
sites, or switching to floating 
production systems in which 
some foreign yards have 
gained a lead by adapting 
shipbuilding skills. 

Ministers are studying a 
report prepared jointly by the 
fabrication industry and OSO. 
the Government agency re¬ 
sponsible for monitoring off¬ 
shore developments, to deride 
how UK capability can he 
adapted. The Harland & 
Woolf shipyard in Belfast and 
the Swan Hunter facility on 
Tyneside have been men¬ 
tioned as possible locations for 
handling hull-shaped struc¬ 
tures. if existing oil yards 
cannot meet the requirements. 

F or the Highlands and 
islands of Scotland, 
where fabrication has 
been among the most 
labour-intensive spin-off from 
oil. a new dimension has been 
added by the oil discoveries 
over the past three years in the 
Atlantic. 

Although it is too early in 
the exploration programme 
for geologist to determine if 
the prospects will match those 
in the North Sea, the flow of oil 
which will start next year from 
the Foinaven field could give a 
new lease of life to existing oil 
terminals. 

In particular. Shetland is 
bidding to attract the Foinaven 
oil to Sul loin Voe, which 
supports about a third of the 
1.500 oil jobs on the islands. 
Without new business, em¬ 
ployment at the terminal will 
be run down early next centu¬ 
ry as the flow from the Brent 
and Ninian pipelines begins to 
drop. For the same reason, the 
terminals at Flotta in Orkney 
and Nigg in the Cromarty 
Firth are competing to attract 
deliveries from Foinaven. 



Partnerships 
go down well 

Oil companies are working together 
to keep down development costs 


; Oil deposits 


Radical changes to promote business 


O il companies and their 
contractors face the 
realities of rising costs 
in a period of sluggish oil 
prices and much of the talk in 
the North Sea oil industry is 
therefore about partnership. 
But the partnership which has 
probably contributed most to 
maintaining offshore momen¬ 
tum is that which has devel¬ 
oped with the Government. 

There could hardly have 
been a better testimonial than 
that by Victor Beghini. presi¬ 
dent of Marathon Oil. at the 
Offshore Technology Confer¬ 
ence last May. He singled out 
Britain as the country which 
had most aligned its policies to 
the global challenges confront¬ 
ing the industry. 

Leaders of other multina¬ 
tionals have subsequently ech¬ 
oed his praise for UK policy as 
a model of government recog¬ 
nition of employment and 
economic strength generated 
by oil — comments undoubt¬ 
edly regarded in Whitehall as 
vindication of the approach. 

The plaudits from American 
companies are in marked con¬ 
trast to the bitter wrangling 


The Government is doing all it 
can to attract foreign investment 


when the original framework 
for governing North Sea activ¬ 
ity was being devised in the 
1970s. There have been radical 
changes in the framework 
since then, not least the aboli- 
' tion of state participation exer¬ 
cised through the British 
National Oil Corporation 
which was near the top of the 
Conservative Party fist for 
privatisation. 

More recently, responsi¬ 
bility for offshore safety has 
been transferred from the 
former Department of Energy 
to the Health and Safety 
Executive, in line with recom¬ 
mendations from the Cullen 

Inquiry' into Piper AlP* 13 

disaster. This has cleared the 
way for the Department of 
Trade and Industry — which 
took over administration of the 
ail and gas sector when the 
energy department was dis¬ 
banded after the last general 
election — to focus on commer¬ 
cial aspects of the business 


which generates sales and 
services worth up to £14 billion 
a year. 

The measures which con¬ 
tributed most to a revival in 
offshore, investment interest 
emanated from the Treasury 
in March 1993. when tax terms 
were radically revised. The 
changes included abolishing 
petroleum revenue tax on new 
projects which meant that, 
other than Liability for royal¬ 
ties applied under licensing 
terms, profits would be treated 
like those from any other 
enterprise subject to normal 
corporation tax. 

There was some initial bick¬ 
ering by companies hit by a 
loss of tax relief on drilling 
expenditure, which was also 
part of the package. But the 
bottom-line incentive of retain¬ 
ing a higher take from oil and 
gas sales proceeds has made 
die UK among the more 
attractive options for multina¬ 
tional operators which might 


otherwise be tempted to switch 
scarce capital to emerging 
opportunities elsewhere. 

Economists at Aberdeen 
University have compared re¬ 
turns from investment in the 
North Sea with prospects in 
the Far East The study con¬ 
firmed that there was no place 
better than the UK for post-tax 
returns on capital invested in 
fields of any size under oil 
prices scenarios ranging from 
$14 to $23 per barrel, with 
development casts based on 
between $1 to $7 per barrel. 

In one typical case — involv¬ 
ing development of a field of 50 
million barrels at $4 per barrel 
costs — the university calcula¬ 
tions showed that investors in 
the LHC could expect ro recoup 
more than $100 million in net 
present value discounted at 10 
per cent. The return from the 
same project in Norway would 
be about $25 million. Among 
the other countries studied, 
only Australia could offer re¬ 
turns of $90 million which 
approached the British level. 

Having adjusted the fiscal 
regime to provide incentive for 
development of the remaining 


marginal finds in the North 
Sea. government efforts have 
more recently concentrated on 
reducing bureaucracy as a 
contribution to the industry¬ 
wide Cost Reduction Initiative 
for the New Era (Crine). 

Tim Eggar. who has been 
Energy Minister since the DTI 
took responsibility for the 
sector, was quick to support 


the initiative with measures to 
streamline procedures for ap¬ 
proving developments and 
giving operational consents. 
Cutting out unnecessary docu¬ 
mentation fits in well with his 
department’s general drive to 
reduce administrative bur¬ 
dens on industry. 

Frank Frazer 


DESPITE moves to develop 
an independent exploration 
sector, the UK continental 
shelf continues to be dominat¬ 
ed by large multinational oil 
companies, that weigh invest¬ 
ment possibilities in the area 
againsi the opportunities 
available in other pans of the 
world, writes Frank Frazer. 

These multinationals hold 
about 55 per cent of known 
offshore assets, estimated to be 
worth about £40 billion bv the 
energy consultancy firm 
Wood Mackenzie, a division of 
NatWest Marker, which 
monitors oil and gas activity. 

Of the total, about half'is 
shared by just five companies 
— British Petroleum. British 
Gas. Shell. Esso and Amerada 
Hess — which top the league 
table in Wood Mac's latest 
survey of various aspects of 
exploration and production. 

Shell and Esso jointly have 
a stake worth nearly £6 billion 
through a partnership cover¬ 
ing North Sea drilling blocks 

which has been _ 

in existence 
since the first 
licences were 
issued in the 
1960s. But BP is 
by far the larg¬ 
est single com¬ 
pany.' with 
assets of nearly 
£5.5 billion. 

But partner¬ 
ships. which 
help to spread 
the commercial 
risk, have been " 
a feature of North Sea explora¬ 
tion since the outset. The 
concept has been extended in 
recent years to pooling techni¬ 
cal as well as financial re¬ 
sources, in both developing 
and operating oil and gas 
fields, in an attempt to keep 
down offshore costs. 

For example. BP is working 
with Shell to develop a floating 
production system for the 
Foinaven field, the first oi! find 
in the Atlantic waters west of 
Shetland to be declared com¬ 
mercial. This co-operation 
with BP is outside die area 
covered by Shell's partnership 
pact with Esso. 

Chevron and Conoco have 
also been working together on 
plans for the investment of 
£15 billion in the Britannia 
field, the North Sea’s largest 
undeveloped gas field, which 
was given Government go- 
ahead late last year. The two 
companies have also set up 
joint logistical operations to 
share resources, such as heli¬ 
copter services at other off¬ 
shore locations. 

Despite this trend, some of 
the multinationals are still 
prepared to go h alone in 
blocks where they have been 
given 100 per cent of the 
equity. This includes Texaco, 
which has committed E500 
million to developing the Cap¬ 
tain field in the inner Moray 


Pooling 
financial and 
technical 
expertise cuts 
commercial 
risks 


Firth. This requires special 
techniques lo recover heavy oil 
in difficult reservoir condi¬ 
tions below 350 feet of water. 

Construction and installa¬ 
tion of the hardware, which . 
will include □ well-head plat¬ 
form and floating production 
and storage unit, is being 
handled by an alliance formed 
by ABB. Coilexip-Stena Off¬ 
shore. Astano and UiE Scot¬ 
land. This partnership is in 

line with the latest oil industry 
practice of giving contractors 
the responsibility to provide 
turnkey systems with the 
minimum of supervision bv 
the oil companies. 

Leading offshore contrac¬ 
tors have responded to this 
new way of working by eear- 
ina their operations to ’lake 
over the project management 
functions which were previ¬ 
ously handled by teams of oil 
company executives. Alliances 
among the contractors, with¬ 
out the need for every derision 
to be referred to oil "company 

_ staff. have 

helped to re¬ 
duce delays in 
project comple¬ 
tion and con¬ 
tributed to¬ 
wards the tar¬ 
get of reducing 
the develop¬ 
ment costs by 
at least 30 per 
cent. 

Those con¬ 
tractors which 
previously spe- 
rialised in a 
particular segment of the off¬ 
shore market, have now 
started to provide a broader 
range of services. These are 
supplied either from their own 
resources or by contractors 
acting as procurers of sub¬ 
contracting services from oth¬ 
er specialist firms, many 
previously employed directly 
by the oil companies. 

BUT THE handing over of 
project management responsi¬ 
bilities to contractors has often 
been accompanied by a trans¬ 
fer of technical ejqiertise. lead¬ 
ing to speculation that, in 
future, the skills to develop 
and produce fields will reside 
not with with the oil corn- 
ties given legal responsi- 
ity for the safe and efficient 
operation of fields as part of 
the licensing conditions, but 
with the contractors. 

In such circumstances, 
some commentators have sug¬ 
gested that, eventually, the 
contractors could start com¬ 
peting for equity shares in 
licences. This would mean 
that the main function of the 
oil companies could be re¬ 
duced to financing the projects 
in return for deliveries of oil to 
use in downstream refining 
and distribution operations. 
These latter processes might 
also be run by specialist 
contractors. 


Sea bed reaches for the moon 


of the technology 
oduces North Sea oil 
nendy out of sight — 
only because of the 
from shore of most 
ites Frank Frazer. 
advances have been 
the past 25 years in 
[g wellhead and other 
□r for positioning on 
bed, with fully auto- 
ntrol systems linked 
rfaee. 

as made UK waters 
ie leading centres for 
lgineering, deploying 
es which owe as 
i spin-offs 'from ti} e 
of space as to tech- 
jveloped for oil recov- 
r all, the first moon 
took place several 
lefore the first oil was 
ad in the North Sea. 
:rgy between the two 
s will be among top¬ 
ped in May at this 
)ffshore Technology 
ice in Houston, 

ions suggest that al- 
f of future projects in 
re North Sea explora- 
a s will use subsea 
ay. indeed, for many 


Britain’s lead in s ubsea engineering 
owes much to spin-offs from space 


of the more marginal finds, 
which could not support in¬ 
vestment in the construction 
and installation of a fixed 
platform, there will be no 
alternative to using subsea 
technology. 

Even in the case of larger 
developments which justify 
investment in a platform to 
maximise oil and gas recov¬ 
ery, underwater wells are 
often used to drain outlying 
parts of reservoirs. 

The same technology also 
allows small accumulations 
near to existing platforms jo 
be linked into processing facil¬ 
ities already in place, helping 
to extend the economic hie at 
older platforms as output 
from their original fields starts 
to decline. Advances in multi¬ 
phase flow-the technique u 
piping untreated mixtures o 
biland gas from wells■without 
clogging, as low seabed tem- 
nerahires induce changes be¬ 
tween liquid and gaseous 
states - will progressively 


increase the distance which 
can be reached in this way. 

Although underwater work¬ 
ing has been required to 
inspect and maintain subsur¬ 
face parts of installations since 
the outset of North Sea opera¬ 
tions. there has been a gradual 
reduction in the need Tor 
divers to do the work. Many of 
the tasks nowadays arc han¬ 
dled by a fleet of remotely- 
operated vehicles (ROVs) with 
video "eyes" which enable 
engineers on the surface to 
view and control operations. 

MIKE CHEW, managing di¬ 
rector of Oceaneering Interna¬ 
tiona! Services, says: This 
does noi mean, of course, that 
the diring industry has no 
fijture nr thar there arc no on¬ 
going development to im¬ 
prove either the safety or 
operational effectiveness of the 
diving industry. It is, however, 
an indication thaT the diving 
industry has come of age as a 
mature service industry.” 


In reality, there is little 
doubt that using remotely- 
controlled systems substan¬ 
tially reduces the cost of 
subsea operations, including 
regular inspections, repairs 
and maintenance. Calcula¬ 
tions by Donald Langrock, 
manager of ROV projects for 
Mobil North Sea, showed that 
replacement of a failed electro- 
hydraulic control pod in a 
subsea installation could be 
completed for about £115.000 
using ROVs. compared with 
£330.000 for a team of divers. 

“While there is still a need 
for divers on many of the older 
subsea installations, capab¬ 
ility exists to design the equip¬ 
ment for completely diverfess 
interventions,’' he says. 

Despite the focus on off¬ 
shore cost reduction, engi¬ 
neers admit that there are still 
situations in which it is advan¬ 
tageous to use divers, particu¬ 
larly when there is a need for a 
physical presence on the sea¬ 
bed to ger a three-dimensional 
view of work being tackled. 

But this could change as a 
result of advances in 3-D video 
camera techniques and com¬ 
puter simulations. 



OSRL exists to provide resources to respond to 
oil spills efficiently on a global basis. 

The map shows the locations of some of the major oil spills to which we have responded. 
We can deploy our highly trained professionals and comprehensive armoury of specialised 
equipment lo any part of the world using the two cargo aircraft we keep on 24-hour standby. 


TRAINING 

OSRL’s purpose-built training 
centre is located at our 
Southampton base, giving 
immediate access to a full range 
of spill handling equipment and 
operational expertise. 



OSRL 


CONSULTANCY 

Our highly experienced teams 
supply practical knowledge for 
the preparation and review of 
spill contingency plans and 
assistance on the development 
of related exercises. 


OSRL Lower William Street, Southampton, SOI 4 5QE 
Phone 01703 331551 Fax OI 703 331972 
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Declaration granted pending hearing 


In re P (a Minor) (Child 
abduction: Declaration} 
Before Lord Justice Buder-Sloss, 
Lord Justice Millet and Sir Ralph 
Gibson 

{Reasons February 9j 
A request for a declaration that a 
child had been wrongfully re¬ 
moved horn die jurisdiction was 
sensible even where proceedings 
determining the child's habitual 
residence were pending in another 
state which was a signatory to the 
Convention an the Civil Aspects of 
Child Abduction signed at The 
Hague on October 25. 1980 and 
scheduled to foe Child Abduction 
and Custody Act 1965. 

The COurt of Appeal so held in a 
reserved judgment giving reasons 
for having, at the conclusion of the 
hearing on January 24. dismissed 
the appeal of the mother against a 
declaration made by Mr Justice 
Douglas Brown on December 12. 
1994. that the removal of the child 
horn the jurisdiction of England 
and Wales by the mother was 
wrongful within the meaning of 
article 3 of the Hague Convention. 

Mr James Holman. QC and Mr 
Henry Setright for the mother. Mr 
Camden Pratt. QC and Mr 
Charles Kemp for the father. 

LORD JUSTICE BUTLER- 
SLOSS said that the declaration 
had been made in response ro an 
application by the father, made on 
the advice of a representative of the 
Official Solicitor's office acting on 
behalf of the Lord Chancellors 
Department as the central au¬ 
thority of the United Kingdom, 
under section S of the 1985 Act and 
article 15 of the Hague Convention 
that the removal of the child by the 


mother ham the jurisdiction was 
wrongfuL 

The jurisdiction to comply with 
the request for such a declaration 
was to be found in the words of 
section 8 which dearly contem¬ 
plated applications for the pur¬ 
poses of ankle 15 to be made by 
any person who appeared to the 
court to have an interest in the 
matter. It was not limited to the 
applicant or to the circumstances 
within a narrow definition of 
article 15. 

The declaration could properly 
be granted without recourse to the 
inherent jurisdiction of foe High 
Court. The question was whether 
such a declaration should be 
made. 

Section 8 presupposed that the 
court would tread the path which 
would also be trodden by the court 
in California, where the child now 
was. and foe Court of Appeal 
would not presume to do so unless 
asked. 

Hie purpose of article 15 went to 
the obligation of foe state to 
amply with the request In a 
situation falling dirwtiy within 
article 15 foe requested state might 
have made a firm or provisional 
finding or made an assumption 
that foe habitual residence was 
English. 

In foe present appeal foe request 
was at an earlier stage, where foe 
central authority of foe United 
States of America fcaed with an 
earlier English residence order 
and a complicated matrimonial 
history, sought the assistance or 
foe English court before placing 
foe application before foe judicial 
authorities in the USA 

In foe interests of comity it was 
proper for the Court of Appeal to 


assist when called upon to do so. In 
the general run of cases on such a 
request made before there was a 
decision or assumption by foe 
requested state as to where the 
habitual residence of the child was, 
h would be preferable for the 
English court if the facts permit¬ 
ted, to make a declaration upon foe 
assumption that the habitual res¬ 
idence was in England, rather 
than making a specific finding on 
an issue still in dispute in the other 
state. 

The issue property to be the 
concern of the English court under 
die Hague Convention was 
whether an applicant parent had 
rights of custody according to 
English law at foe time of foe 
remorvaL 

In order to make a declaration 
under section 8 that the removal or 
retention was wrongfuL foe Eng¬ 
lish court would also have to make 
a provisional decision about 
breach, although that too was a 
matter within foe jurisdiction of 
foe other state. 

The request for a declaration 
made it inevitable that the English 
court would have to consider, 
however provisionally, issues 
which were to be decided in 
another place, unless foe English 
court always declined to make a 
declaration which Parliament had 
given jurisdiction to the court to 

make. 

In her Ladyship’s view, as a 
question of policy, the English 
court should not debar itself mom 
its power to grant a declaration at 
the request of another signatory to 
the Convention. 

The approach of the Lord Chan¬ 
cellor's Department, or more 
particularly foe Official Solicitor 


on their behalf, to foe problems of 
English law faced by foe central 
authority of the USA in the present 
case was helpful and the advice to 
seek a declaration sensible. 

The iudgeon the application was 
justified in granting the 
declaration. 

LORD JUSTICE MrLLETT. 
concurring, said that a declaration 
that foe removal of a child born 
England was wrongful within the 
meaning of article 3 of foe conven¬ 
tion presupposed that the child 
was habitually resident in Eng¬ 
land within the meaning of the 
convaition at foe time of foe 
removal, but it did not necessarily 
involve a final determination of 
that fa cl 

It might be based on a con¬ 
cession, assumption or provisional 
finding to that effect Even if it was 
based on a finding, as it was in foe 
present case, foal finding would 
depend upon the meaning as¬ 
cribed to foe expression "habitual 
residence" in the convention as a 
matter of English law. 

His Lordship did not wish to 
suggest that foe meaning of "habit¬ 
ual residence" in English domestic 
law differed in the least from foe 
meaning which an English court 
would ascribe to that expression m 
the convention, or foal foe courts of 
England and California would 
interpret the convention 
differently. 

His Lordship was. however, 
concerned to make foe point that 
when it came to determining 
where foe child was habitually 
resident at the time of removal, the 
questions which the courts of 
England and California would 
have to deckle were technically 
different questions. The English 


court had to deckle whether the 
Child was habitually' resident in 
England according to English 
domestic law or according to the 
meaning which English law as¬ 
cribed to that expression in foe 
convention. 

The Californian court would 
have to decide whether she was 
habitually resident in England 
according to foe meaning which 
Californian law ascribed to that 
expression in the convention. 

Where foe request for a declara¬ 
tion did not emanate from the 
appropriate authority of foe re¬ 
quested state, foe centra] authority 
or the requesting state was under 
no obligation to assist the ap¬ 
plicant to obtain foe declaration. 

But it was not a precondition of 
the exercise of foe jurisdiction 
conferred by section S of foe I9S5 
Ad that foe procedure laid down 
by article 15 of foe convention had 
been followed. Section 8 spoke of 
an application “for the purposes of 
article 15” not or an application 
“made in accordance with the 
provisions of article 15" and in his 
Lordship'S view foe choice of 
words was deliberate. 

“The purposes of article 15" did 
not mean "for foe purpose of 
enabling the central authority to 
satisfy a request made in ac¬ 
cordance with article 15". It meant 
Tor the purpose of satisfying, 
either immediately or in due 
course, foe appropriate judicial or 
administrative authorities of foe 
requested state that foe removal 
was wrongful by the law of the 
requesting state." 

Sir Ralph Gibson agreed. 

Solicitors: Reynolds Porter 
Chamberlain: Kingsley Napley. 


Power to punish contempt 
of industrial tribunal 


Limousine included in 
first class ticket 


Allowing case to go 
on out of time 


Virgin Atlantic Airways Ltd v 
Commissioners of Customs 
and Excise 

Canadian Airlines Interna¬ 
tional Ltd v Same 
Before Mr Justice Turner 
[Judgment February 3f 
The provision of a limousine 
service to an airline passenger as 
pan of a ticket encompassing a 
journey from the passenger's own 
home to his ultimate destination 
did not constitute separate stan¬ 
dard rate supply for the purposes 
of section 3f2) of the Value Added 
Tax Act 1983. as one indivisible and 
irreducible price was pajd for the 
ticket. 

Mr Justice Turner so stated in 
foe Queen's Bench Division in a 
reserved judgment allowing foe 
appeals of both Virgin Atlantic 
Airways Lid and Canadian Air¬ 
lines 'international Ltd against 
separate derisions made by an 
identically constituted VAT tri¬ 
bunal on September 9. 1993 and 
November 7.1994 that the supplies 
of a limousine service for Virgin 
upper class passengers and Ca¬ 
nadian business class full fare 
passengers constituted separate 
standard rate supplies for the 
purposes of section 3(2) of the 1983 
Act. 

Mr David Milne. QC and Mr 
Rupert Baldly for Virgin: Mr 
Kevin Prosser for Canadian: Mr 
Stephen Richards for the 
commissioners. 

MR JUSTICE TURNER said 
that the issue on both appeals was 
foe same. The appellants' primary 
contention was that on foe lads 
found by foe tribunal and foe 
proper construction of section 3(2) 


of the 1983 Act the provision of the 
limousine service by Virgin to its 
upper dass passengers, on de¬ 
mand. as pan of its contract with 
such passengers constituted a sup¬ 
ply of “international transport" 
within item 4(d) of Schedule 5 to 
foe 1983 Act; alternatively, the 
provision of the limousine was an 
“integral" or “inddentaJ" part of 
foe supply of air transport within 
hern 4{a) or (c) of group 10 of 
Schedule 5 to the Act 

Mr Richards had submitted not 
that there was a collateral con tract, 
rather that there were two separate 
supplies, one of the flight and the 
other of the transport. While the 
flight was regulated by the ticket, 
other aspects of the transaction 
were not The fact a single price 
was paid was not determinative. 

His Lordship observed that foe 
key finding of foe tribunal was that 
foe contract between Virgin and its 
passengers was to be found within 
foe four comers of the ticket and 
nowhere else. It appeared not to 
have considered that the contract 
between Virgin and its passengers 
was one contract for the provision 
of a journey from the customer's 
home to the ultimate destination, 
the central, albeit main, part of 
which was foe flight, the con¬ 
ditions of which were to be found 
in the ticket issued in accordance 
with foe Warsaw Convention. 

It was because the tribunal beid 
that the contract was for the flight 
only that it was necessary to find 
some contractual basis under 
which Virgin bound itself to pro¬ 
vide the limousine service. 

While there was no doubt that 
foe main purpose of foe contract 
was foe transport by way of 


scheduled flight and in those 
terms the provision of limousine 
transport was subsidiary to foe 
main purpose of the contract, it 
was. in his Lordship's judgment 
nevertheless one indivisible con¬ 
tract which the parties made. 

The tribunal had misted itself in 
placing emphasis on foe fact that 
details of the services to be pro¬ 
vided under die contract might not 
be settled until long alter foe 
arrangements for the flight had 
been made. The important pohu 
was that whatever final arrange¬ 
ments foe customer derided to 
make regarding the details of the 
sendee to be provided, he paid but 
one indivisible and irreducible 
price. It was likewise for the 
Canadian Airways passenger. 

Mr Milne's alternative sub¬ 
mission that "any scheduled 
flight” in ‘item 4(c) was wide 
enough to embrace as "integral" or 
"incidental" foe provision of a 
limousine, his Lordship was 
bound to approach cm a broad 
common sense basis. 

Was the supply of a limousine on 
request an integral part of the 
international flight when no extra 
charge was made for the provision 
of that service? In the present case 
while foe limousine service was 
physically separate from the flight 
it was not without great difficulty, 
economically dissociable from the 
price paid for the package offered 
by both airlines. 

His Lordship said that had it 
been necessary to decide on the 
alternative submission the appeal 
would still have been successful. 

Solicitors: Miss Vincenza 
CaJcanu Ashurst Morris Crisp: 
Solicitor. Customs and Excise. 


Set-down orders to be obeyed 


Practice Direction (Jury list: 
Setting down) 

Orders to set down had to be 
obeyed, Mr Justice Drake, judge in 
charge of foe jury bst, stated Mien 
handing down a practice direction 
in the Queen's Beach Division on 
February 9. 

MR JUSTICE DRAKE said that 
the state of the jury list continued 
to be very satisfactory. There were 
very few delays and actions could 
enter the warned list and come an 
for trial almost immediately after 
they had been set down. 

In. order that that satisfactory 
state of affairs was maintained it 
was essential that parties obeyed 
directions they woo given and in 


particular directions as to setting 
down. 

Although his Lordship had 
repeatedly made known his views 
on that his Lordship continued to 
have to deal with a large number 
of cases in which foe order to set 
down had been ignored. Recent 
examples had included cases in 
which the plaintifls had made 
applications for further orders and 
directions despite having ignored 
foe order to set down for well over 
a year. 

If a party had been ordered to set 
down the case but was not ready 
for trial an application should be 
made to the judge in charge of the 
jury list for an order that the trial 
should not be beard before some 


future date. But the setting down 
order had to be obeyed. 

It was not for foe parties to agree 
between themselves that foe time 
for setting down should be ex¬ 
tended. Once the case was set 
down all farther interlocutory 
applications would normally have 
been heard by foe judge in charge 
of the jury list and foe court would 
exercise full control over the pre¬ 
trial conduct of the action. 

In future if the order for setting 
down was not obeyed the party in 
default might face severe penalties 
including, where appropriate, an 
order that the action be struck out 

Any party who was at present in 
default should hasten to remedy 
the position. 


Barrand v British Cello¬ 
phane pic 

Before Lord Justice GlideweU. 
Lord Justice Hirst and Lord Justice 
Hoffmann 

[Judgment January 26J 
A judge considering whether ro 
allow an action to proceed outside 
the statutory limitation period 
should weigh the criteria set out in 
section 33(3} of the Limitation Act 
1980 against foe inevitable prej¬ 
udice to the plaintiff if he was 
unable to pursue his claim. 

The derision differed from the 
exercise of the counts discretion to 
strike out an action for want of 
prosecution in that foe onus was 
on the plaintiff to prove both that 
there had been delay and that he 
had been prejudiced by it 

The Gourt of Appeal so heki 
allowing an appeal by the defen¬ 
dant British Cellophane pic, 
against a derision of Mr Anthony 
Ed Lind son. sitting as a deputy 
circuit judge at Barrow-in-Furness 
County Court on March 29. 1993 
giving judgment for the plaintiff. 
Edwin Barrand for £7,155 with 
costs. 

Mr Alexander Verdan for Brit¬ 
ish Cellophane: Mr Andrew Edis 
for Mr Barrand. 

LORD JUSTICE G LID EWELL 
said foe plaintiff had been em¬ 
ployed by the defendant as an 
instrument mechanic in their fac¬ 
tory from 1958 to 1980. He had 
claimed that his hearing had been 
seriously damaged by excessive 
noise to which he had negligently 
been exposed by the defendant 

Mr Edis had submitted that the 
mere fact that foe plaintiff suffered 
from noise induced deafness, 
caused at least in pan by his 
employment with the defendants, 
did not establish negligence. 

The judge had made no finding 
even in foe mast general terms 
about foe periods of time for which 
the plaintiff had been exposed to 
excessive noise during foe course 
of his employment His Lordship 
accepted foal on the judge's own 
view of foe evidence the plaintiff 
had failed to establish negligaice 
and on that ground alone foe 
appeal would be allowed. But the 
court had also been asked to 
consider whether in its discretion it 
should direct under section 33 of 
the Limitation Act 1980. foal foe 
normal limitation period should 
not apply. 

The judge had apparently been 
misled into conducting foe same 
exercise in relation to foe section 33 
discretion as would be necessary if 
he were considering striking out 


Apex Qrapt ito Limited 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

pursuant lo Seaton 48(2) at me 

INSOLVENCY ACT 1986. DIM a 
irwauna of Dm unsecured credi¬ 
tor* a t tbe above named company 
win bo hdd M BUcMar PMUUa. 
B4 Grmvaur StrooL 
W1X 9DF at lO.OOam on 3 
March 1995 for tfw purooaes of 
having laid before ll a copy of M 
report prepared by Be Adminis¬ 
trative Receivers under Section 

da of Die sold acl The meeting 

may. IT it thinks fU- mtahltsti a 
committee to eaerctae the func- 
ttoos co nf erred on crcdJfen' 
communes By or under the Act 
Creditor! whose dolma 
wholly secured ore not end Bed lo 
attend or be represented at toe 
RMOtfne. outer otdHon 
emitted to vote H; - They have 
delivered to urn at 84 Qroevener 
Street. London. W1X 9DF. no 
later than 12.00 put on too but- 
neseday before Uw day fixed for 
the Kwettna. written deans of me 
debts they claim to ae true to mart 
(mm the company, and the ctatm 
has been duly admitted under the 
ptov lsto ne of Rule 3.11 of tfw 
msatvanar Rodeo iSBfc and 
There Ms been lodged with 
any proxy which the creditor 
intends M be used on tite behalf. 
Dated 13 February IMS. S.v. 
FYealdey Joint AdnUnstranve 


IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUS- 
■ TICE CHANCERY DCVEKJN 
NO.0093 Of 1993 
IN THE MATTER OF NORBAIN 
PLC 
. and - 

IN THE MATTER OF THE COM¬ 
PANIES ACT 1988 
NOTICE B HEHCfiY GIVEN 
mat tM Ordw OfU» 
of justice iCltancery Dtvwoni 
dated 8th February 1996 con- 
itnnlMtM reduc^^*|>«»^ 
premium account 
named Company By £11^00000 
in accordance wit h tM aae ve- 

SSSw-^d-yafFW-uarv 
I9K . 

Laytons. CarraHUs 
EmbonHnent- 
0LS- 
Senators 
Oomppny 


SO Victoria 
LONDON EC4Y 

the above named 


ABE31X1ERRY LIMITED 
THE INSOLVENCY ACT 1986 
In accordance with Rule 4.106 
of The tnaotvency Rides 1986 
notice Is hereby given Uw> L Peter 
8 Dunn FCA. a Licensed Umri- 
Latoam 


Itevts. 1 Kenrtcfc 
Place. London Wxh ST, was 
amotnied Liquidator of the above 
Company by me Creditor* an 
13th February 1996. notice R3 
ALSO HEREBY GIVEN Out tod 
Creditors 


Company. Which la being volun¬ 
tarily wound up, arc reoulrea. on 
or before 13to April 1996. lo send 
In their run forenames and sur¬ 
name. imt aiitraiu nd deacrln- 
ttons. fun particular* of theta- 
dotti or ciahue and the names 
and addressee of their Soddtora 
Of any), to Polar B Dunn FCA of 
Latham Grantor a Davis. 7 
Nenncfc Place. London W1H 3FF. 
the Uauidaior of the said com¬ 
pany. and. tfao required by notice 
In wrung (ram the said Ltaidda- 
tor. ana. personally or by their 
Senators. to come in and prove 
their debts «*■ cfedtns al such tons 
and place ae ahaU be mecuied in 
such nodes. or to default thereof 
they wfll be excluded from the 
Dunam of any tUsmuuoan made 
before such debts arc proved 
Dated taut February 1996. P S 
DUNN Lhnddaior. 


IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUS- 
TEE CHANCERY HVKK3N 
No. 00369 Of 1996 
IN THE MATTER OF NOVO 
GROUP PLC 

AND IN THE MATTER OF THE 
COMPANIES ACT 1985 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that me Onter of toe Hfeft Court 
of Justice (Chancery OhWonl 
dated 8th February 1998 con¬ 
firming toe cancefloUan af the 
amount standing to the audit of 
the Ban premium account of toe 
above-named Company was reg- 
Htered by the Rogbtmr erf Ocnum- 
mm on 14to February 1996. 
DATED toe 14th day of Fcto-oniy 
1998. 

Simoom Curtis 

Wnsi House 

16 carter Lane 

London EOsv SEY 

TOL- 071-329 3366 

ftef; MJAJBMF-94.2499.8 

SotKUora (or toe above-named 


DVK Executive Hotati Limited 
- hi AdnthUstraUve Rmotvete h tp 
Reglsterod Number; 1666794 
NOTICE N HEREBY GIVEN 
pursuant lo Sectlan as of the 
tnaotvency Act 1986, that a gen¬ 
eral mooting of the unaoni 
creditors of toe Bbovtsnar 
company win be bald be boo 
S tay Heyward. 8 Balter Brat. 
I- ar mo r wim ida an 24 Febru- 
ary 1996 at l &30 hn for toe pur- 
pot* of having a report l«M before 
tna mas ting and of bowing any 
expta&anon that may be given by 


Creditors whose 
wholly secured are not entitled to 

attend or bo represented. 

Please note that a creditor ti 
entmod to vale only if he bat 
delivered to too Admouanove 
Receiver* nl BBOStoy Hayward. 
8 Baker Brat. London. WIM 
IDA. not Infer than 12-00 hrs on 
23 February 199S details In writ¬ 
ing of the deM Claimed to be due 

from toe company, and the claim 

has been tody admitted under Uw 
prov te ktoa of The Ituotvcncy 
Rotes 1986 and there has been 
todped with me A dmlul e mi Brs 
R coet van any proxy which the 
creditor lobswts lo be used on his 
behalf. 
a S raman 

Joint Adndnhtranve Reedier. 


Fat (Hampstead) Limited 
The Dwotvcncy Act 19B6 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
that Cretin at* of me above turned 
company, which h being volun¬ 
tarily wound ks>. are rewired, on 
or before D» 27th Marat 1998. to 
send their full Christian and sur¬ 
names. mea- addrem* and 
descrliKtora. full particulars of 
tMrdfUardaUn and ths namrn 
and addnessas of Bvdr soUdlora 
Ot any), to the uodmogned jamte 
Taylor of Mosn Taylor Cotfaam 
Jk Fry. The CHd Exttoim. 234 
tSoutochnrcfi Rood. Southatdon- 
Sea. Essex SSI 2ECL the Liquida¬ 
tor of tne said company. and. If so 
required by noon In writing 
from me said Liquidator, nr«. per¬ 
sonally or by uteir Sotlcliors. to 
come to and prove their debt* or 
asms at such ume and puce as 
shall be specified In such nonce, 
or in default thereof they wU be 
exdndod from me benefit or any 
dtsirfbuuon made before such 
debts are BTAved. Datad 13U, Feb¬ 
ruary 1996. Jamie Taylor ■ 
LtouMora._ 


IN THE MATTER OF: 

MEDCHOICE _HOLIDAYS 

LIMITED 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
pursuant to Section 98 of too 
in solve ncy act 1986, mat a 
MEETING «be CREDITORS of 
too enow-naroec company win 
be HELD AT: Holiday Inn - 
Heathrow. Crown Plaza. 
Sfocruey Road. West Drayton. 
MMfflreer on 23 February 199B 
al 12.00pm for the purposes men- 
tamed In sections 99 lo tot of the 
saM Act. 

A tut of the uma 


of the company's creditors may 
be inspected free of charge at 
Com Oully. Albion Court. & 
Alston Place. Leeds between 
io. extern and 6.00pm on Iho two 
business days prior to toe 
mo lting. 

creditors wtsMng to vote al the 
meeting must (unless they are 
tndtvMual creditors unending In 
eereoa} Lodge thdr pnudaa ah 
CorV Gutty. Albion Court, 3 
Attach Place. Leads. 

Do lalor than 12X70 naan an 22 
February 199s. 

Creditors must submit a proof of 
dew before voting and. untom 
they surrender UMfr ncmlt y. 
secured creditors must give par- 
HnHare of thdr security and in' 
value. 

By Order of Tho Board 
A_AU. 

Dated: 3rd February 1996. 


8 O PUBLISHING LIMITED 
The tnaolvmcy AO 1986 
NOTIOE. IS HEREBY GIVEN 
pursuant to Beaton 98 of the 
innttvaney Act 1986. that a mm*. 
tog of me CredOon use Pub- 
Batting Limited will be held at 43- 
«5 Butte Organ Rood, 
Hornchuixh. Esire on Wednea- 
« February 
1995 at 10.30 am. ha- Uw pur- 
pom provided tor in seettona 98 
aM 10a A Ust of the naans and 
Udremct of me campaaySi Cred¬ 
itors Win be available for maaec- 
tion al tho offices of Rodhoad 
Fr^ 43/da Butte Green Road. 
reornehurOi. Eases an the two 
bustoass days fatting ne*t before 
mo day of me mas tin g. Dated thb 

1®_ February 1998. 

O.CARTER. Director. 


M THE HtOH COURT OF JUS¬ 
TICE Q1ANCERY DIVISION 
NO 00639 OT 1998 
IN THE MATTER OF 
NOVACETA LIMITED 
AND 

IN THE MATTER OF THE COM¬ 
PANIES ACT 1986 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that a Petition wan eo the SOLh 
day of January 1995 presented to 
Ho- Modesty's High Court of Jus- 
tics for tM e md l n naMOp of the 
reduction of the Share Premium 
Account of the above-named 
Com pa ny. 

AND NOTICE & FURTHER 
GIVEN mat the said Petition to 
directed u» be heard by Mr Regis¬ 
trar BuCUsy a the Royal Courts 
of Justice, The Strand. Lamm. 

WC2A ZLL on Wednesday Dm 
8m day of March 1996. 

ANY Creditor or Shareholder of 
the sold Company deatrlng to 
oppose the malting of an order 
for the conflnnatton of the said 
reduction of Share Premium 
Accauni should appear at the 
time of me heartng In person or 
by Oau n aol for that purpoar. 
a cony of the said Psttnon win be 
(umfcfwa lo any such person 

requiring (ho same by the 

umumMntKBied solicitors on 
payment of the regulated charge 
for the same. 

DATED the 14th day of February 
1998. 

Sliwn Edge A EUtoon 
Ruttand House 
148 Edmund (Brut 
Btrntingham 
B3 2JR 

SoMcnora for me Company. 


This MM certify that a meeting 
Of DM CfnBUn and CantrBiu- 
Larim a t the above named com¬ 
pany held on Wednesday zst 
February 1998 Jamie Taylor of 
Messrs. Taylor Gotham and Fry. 
The Old Exchange. 234 

Hoolhdh u rd b Rood. Soafhencl on 

Sea. Essen SSI ZEO luvtna are 
vfdad written s tglm uon that tie t* 
auaUfMd to act os an unotveney 
oractmoner In rotation to ths 
above named Ctompany under Ihe 
pee vtt tons of the tnoolvency Act 
19G6. and that be co mum so u 
act was a ppoin te d liquidator of 
mo Company. Dated me 1st Feb¬ 
ruary 1998 STANLEY KRsTTT. 
iCnatrmaiu._ 


an action for want of prosecution. 
That had been foe course fallowed 
by Mr Justice Kflner Brown in 
Buck v English Electric Co Ltd 
HI97711 WLR 806) and it was the 
wrong approach. 

There were two vital differences 
between the two exercises. In a 
strike-out application, the onus 
was on foe defendant to prove not 
merely the delay but that he had 
been prejudiced by it. In an 
application under section 33. foe 
onus was on foe plaintiff. 

Second, section 33(3) sel out six 
criteria to which the court must 
have regard. While it was not 
essential for foe judge to go 
through the criteria referring to 
each, that is. to use section 33(3) as 
a checklist, nevertheless it was a 
useful exercise to do so. 

In this case, foe delay was 
entirely the fault of foe plaintiff 
and as a result the evidence put 
before the court about the length of 
the plaintiff's exposure to a 
particularly noisy process lacked 
cogency. The resulting substantial 
prejudice to the defendants out¬ 
weighed the prejudice to the plain¬ 
tiff resulting from the application 
of foe limitation period 

Solidtors: Hili Dickinson Davis 
Campbell, Liverpool: Lawford & 
Co. 


Peach Grey & Co (a Firm) v 
Sommers 

Before Lord Justice Rose and Mr 
Justice Tuckey 
[Judgment February 10} 

The Queen's Bench Divisional 
Court had jurisdiction to punish 
contempt of an industrial tribunal 
which was an inferior court within 
Order 52. Rule I{2)fiii) of the Rules 
of the Supreme Court. 

The Queen's Bench Divisional 
Court so held on an application fry 
Peach Grey & Cb. a firm of 
solidtors. committing the respon¬ 
dent. Terrence Sommers, to prison 
far one month for having sought 
by improper means to persuade a 
witness in pending proceedings 

before a Southampton industrial 
tribunal to withdraw his evidence. 

Order 52. rule l(2)[Hi; oi ;he 
Rules of foe Supreme Cticrt gives 
power to the Divisional Court to 
punish 'contempt of court ... 
committed in connection with 
proceedings in an inferior court." 

Mr Giles Harrap for Peach 
Grey: Mr Nigel Baker. QC and Mr 
Nicholas Dean for Mr Sommers; 
Mr Andrew Hopper, solicitor, for 
the Law Society. 

LORD JUSTICE ROSE said the 
respondent had worked far six 
years far foe applicants as a 
criminal law clerk. Early in 1994 
he had resigned and later began 
industrial tribunal proceedings 
claiming to have been construc¬ 
tively and unfairly dismissed. 

Peach Grey had subsequently 
been told that foe respondent had 
wrongfully taken money from 
legally aided clients. They had 
informed the Law Society of the 
allegations and amended their 
defence in the industrial tribunal 
proceedings accordingly. 

The contempt proceedings had 
arisen because it was alleged the 
respondent had trial through a 
third party to persuade a -v ; mess. 
Peter Westwood, to withdraw his 


evidence about the pajrnenB on 
foe basis of favours ^favours- 

in his Lordship's 
industrial tribunal was an mferar 
court within Order 52. rale IJliai 
was so for a number of reasons. 

First, bv virtue of sections J2> 
and 131 of the Emptoymeni^ojec- 
tinn (Consolidation] AoW» and 
regulation 5 of and Schedttie 1 w 
the industrial Tribunals (Constitu¬ 
tion and Rules of Procedure) 
Regulations ISI 1993 No 2*87) lbe 
tribunal had many if not mosr ot 
the characteristics to which foe 
authorities referred as being those 
of a court of law. 

True- it was not a court of nOTiU 
its monetary awards had to w 
enforced and taxation of its costs 
carried out by the county court it 
was not strictly bound by rales or 
evidence, there were conriliatiOT 
procedures involving foe advtsopr. 
conciliation and arbitration service 
and rights of audience were not 
limited to lawyers. 

But it was established by rar- 
liament, it had a legally qualified 
chairman appointed by foe Lord 
Chancellor and. like foe Employ- 
mem Appeal Tribunal which was 
a court of record, other members 
representing employers and 
employees drawn from panels 
compiled by foe Secretary of State 
for Employment. 

The tribunal sat in public to 
fieri e ft* cases affecting foe rights of 
parties and it had power to compel 
the attendance of witnesses, 
administer oaths, control foe par¬ 
ties' pleadings by striking out and 
amendment and order discovery. 

The parties before it could have 
legal representation, it could 
award costs. It had to give reasons 
for its derisions which, on a point 
of law, could be appealed to the 
Employment Appeal Tribunal and 
Cburt of Appeal- In all. it appeared 
to his Lordship to exercise a 
judicial function. 

Second, in Arrornev-Generoi v 
BBC ({1981 j AC 303) three tests had 


been propounded: Viscount 
Dilhorne had referred (at p339H)A: 
to a body which discharged ju¬ 
dicial rather than administrative 
functions: Lord Edmund-Daries 
had said (at p 3SIF) it was "largely 
a maner of impression" whflhCTM' 
not a particular body was a court 
and Lard Scarman had referred (at 
n359H) to a body "exercising 
judicial functions". On &B those 
tests the tribunal was a court 

Third, section 19 of the Contempt 
of Court Act 1951 defined “courras 
including “any tribunal ot body 
exercising foe judicial function of 
the state". 

In p v Liverpool Daify Post and 
Echo Newspapers pic (fl99ll 2 AC 
370) Lord Donaldson of 
Lymington had said the definition 
“must be intended to reflea the 
common law concept of what is a 
'court' far foe purposes of the 
common law jurisdktiotL.of foe 
courts in relation to contempt of 
court". 

In Badry v DPP tf I«3J 2 AC 297) 

it hod been suggested that there 
was no inherent jurisdiction to 
punish contempt in bodes other 
than courts. But what was under 
consideration in that case was 
comment and the inhibitions on 
freedom or speech inherent in that 
form of contempt. 

it might well be that- where 
witnesses were interfered with the > 
coun had wider inherent powers. •- 
although it was unnecessary for 
the purposes of the present case to 
discuss foe possibility farther - — 

His Lordship was satisfied the 
tribunal was an inferior court 
within Order 51 It bad been 
established beyond reasonable 
doubt that the respondent had 
improperly sought to influence 
Westwood to withdraw his evi¬ 
dence. 

Mr Justice Tuckey agreed. 

Solicitors: _ Peach Grey & Cb. 
Southampton; Dibbens Baehr. 
Bournemouth. 


Responsible medical opinion 


Defmtas v O'Brien and 

Another 

Before Lord Justice LcggatL Lord 
Justice Swinton Thomas and Lord 
Justice Onon 
{Judgment February 2j 
A small number ot medical prac¬ 
titioners could -.ansntuie "a 
responsible body cf medical opin¬ 
ion" against which foe practices of 
a doctor, accused of medical neg¬ 
ligence. could he measured. 

The Coun of Appeal so hdd 
distrusting foe appeal of the plain¬ 
tiff. Patricia Defreiias. against the 
dismissal by Judge Byn. QC. 
sitting as a judge of foe Queen's 
Bench Division, on June 11.1993 of 
her action for medical negligence 
againsi foe first defendant John 
O'Brien, a consultant orthopaedic 
surgeon, and foe second defen¬ 
dant. Rainer Campbel 1-ConnoUy. 
a consultant neuro-surgeon. 

Mr Daniel Brennan. QC and 
Mr Charles L tiey for the plaintiff; 
Mr Piers Ashworth. QC and Mr 


Terence Coghlan, QC, for the 
surgeons. 

LORD JUSTICE OTTON said 
that the plaintiff had retied on the 
well known statement of Mr 
Justice McNair that a doctor was 
not guilty of negligence "if he has 
acted in accordance with a practice 
accepted as proper by a respon¬ 
sible body of medical men. _ see 
Bolam vFriem Hospital Manage¬ 
ment Committee 01957] 1 WLR582. 
587). 

She had submitted that the 
Bolam test was not designed to 
enable small numbers of medical 
practitioners, intent on carrying 
out otherwise unjustified explor¬ 
atory surgery, to assert that their 
practices were reasonable because 
they were accepted by more than 
one doctor. 

She had submmed that, even if a 
small number of surgeons could be 
considered “responsible", note the 
less they had to be a “substantial" 
body. 

In Hills v Potter ({1984] 1 WLR 
641.653) Mr Justice Hirst had said: 


“The court must be satisfied that 
the standard... accords with that 
upheld by a substantial body pf 
medical opinion..." The plaftdiff ... 
submitted that Mr Justice Hirst 
was using foe word “substantiaT 
in a quantitative sense. 

His Lordship did not consider 
that in the instant case the judge 
had fallen into error in not 
considering whether the body of 
surgeons had to be substantial It 
was sufficient if he was satisfied 
that there was a responsible body. 

The issue could not be deter¬ 
mined by counting heads. It was 
open to the judge to find as a fact 
that a small number of specialists 
constituted a responsible body and 
that that body would have consid¬ 
ered the surgeon's decision jus¬ 
tified or. more succinctly, that the 
plaintiff had failed to discharge the - 
burden of proof that foe surgeon f i 
had been negligent. 

Lord Justice Leggatt and Lord 
Justice Swinton Thorns agreed. 

Solicitors: Kingsley Napley? 
Hempsons. 


Cause cannot postdate effect 
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Regina v Islington London 
Borough ConnriL Ex parte 
Hassan 

Before Mr Roger Toulson. QC 
pudgmem January IS] 

Once an applicant was deemed 
homeless under section 58 of foe 
Housing Act 1985 his homelessness 
could not be said to have been 
caused by an act or omission 
postdating its onset. 

Mr Roger Toulson, QC, sitting 
as a deputy judge of the Queen's 
Bench Division, so staled when 
granting an application for judicial 
review by Mr Bashir Hassan of a 
derision on May 30. 1994 of foe 
London Borough of Islington that 
he was intentionally homeless. 

Miss Heather Williams far Mr 
Bashir; Miss Megan Thomas for 
foe council. 

HIS LORDSHIP said that Mr 
Hassan became homeless on 
November 23.1993 when an order 
far possession was obtained. He 
did not leave until February 9.1994 
on execution of a warrant of 
possession. His continued occupa¬ 
tion had been precarious and 
possibly unlawful but it was 
certainly not sealed. 

His Lordship noted that in 
determining homelessness foe 
courts had concentrated on what 
caused an applicant to lose his last 
settled accommodation. 

In the present case the derision 
letter had stated that he became 
homeless intentionally and men¬ 
tioned in support acts done after he 
became homeless, in particular his 
refusal to allow housing benefit to 
be paid to foe landlord, to establish 
the intentianality. Mr Hassan 
contended that those acts could not 
have caused him to become home¬ 
less and lose settled accommoda¬ 
tion because he was already 
homeless. 

His Lordship rejected the coun¬ 
cil's contention foal whereas sec¬ 
tion 58 required the court to 
address the applicant's status, 
as (ring whether he had any right to 
occupy the property, section 60 
focused on the moment he pier- 
formed the physical act of moving 

out of occupation. 

His Lordship also rejected the 

submission in reliance on R v 
Newham London Borough Coun¬ 
cil, Ex parte Campbell ((1993) 26 
HLR 183) that, as a deliberate act 
or omission could be overturned or 
affected by subsequent conduct, it 
was reasonable to hold that un¬ 
intentional homelessness within 
section 58 could be affected and 
made intentional by a subsequent 
event. 

His Lordship adopted the sub¬ 
missions on behalf of Mr Hassan 
that foe starting point was the 
question whether an applicant was 
homeless and if so when he 
became homeless, applying the 
definitions section 58. 

The next inquiry was whether 


foe onset of that homelessness was 
caused by intentional 
homelessness, applying foe defi¬ 
nition in section 60. 

The onset of present 
homelessness and intentional 
homelessness might have been 
simultaneous or foe onset of foe 
present homelessness might have 


been caused by intentional 
homelessness. In foe latter case 
after the onset of intentional 
homelessness an applicant might 
have a period of temporary accom¬ 
modation but any subsequent 
homries5ness would be caused by 
foe fact of his intentional 
homelessness unless and until he 


was given settled accommodation. 

Present homelessness could not 
logically be caused by an act or 
omission postdating its onset The 
derision would therefore be 
quashed. 

Solicitors: Ms Diane Astin. 
Islington: Ms Marie Rosenthal 
Islington. 


The 4th Annual High Level One Day Conference 


Competitive marketing for 
accountants and solicitors 

B ritain's foremost conference on market¬ 
ing for accountants and solidtors. spon¬ 
sored by The Times, takes place at The Cafe 
Royal in London on February 28. 

Ten speakers, all experts in their fields, 
will explain how professional people can 
achieve commercial success in an increas¬ 
ingly competitive and difficult environment 
demonstrating: 

• Competitive tactics 

# Client care, from the client's point of view 
# How to target and deliver new work 
# Managing your reputation 
• Specialising: what you need to know 
O Creating the marketing culture 
• Proposals: a winning strategy 
• Increasing business from existing clients 
• Local government as clients 
• Fees as a marketing tool 

The reduced price for Times readers is 
£306, plus £53.55 VAT - a total saving or 
£39.95. Admission includes the Cafe Royal 
lunch, coffee, speakers' notes and service. 

Attendance is professionally important. If 
it is relevant to accountants it will qualify for 
18 CPE points with the ICA. For solicitors, it 
counts for seven hours towards CPD with 
the Law Society. 



Practical suggestions on how to obtain more 
work from existing clients will be given ^ 
Mark Spofforth, vice-chairman erf the. -c-. 
General Practitioner Board of the ICA. J§e 
wfll tell delegates how to identify opportuni¬ 
ties. market benefits and prompt clients.® 
offer more work. 


Send tickets to: (Nome lo appear on A-tegnin badge).. 

Position/title..... ... 

Finn/organisation. .""""‘v.: 

Are you with a fum of Accountants □ SoUdiors □ Other professional smi^ Q 

Address.. 

.-.Postcode.. Tel. A- 

I enclose a cheque for i—..{E306 plus £53.55 VAT. total E359^5) 

payable to Century Communications or charge E...to my - - 

Aooess/Visa/AmEx card number Q] 


n 


Expiry date./.. Signed.... 

Mail or fax to; C. Kohut Century Communications, 11 Queen's Gate Place, London. SW7 5NX. 
Phone 0171-838 0008 Fax 0171-838 0009 
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^Vj SlIAL ART page aft 

_ No stone u nturned- 
__gcu <ptor Stephen Cox’s 

_travels in search of 

the right materials 


ARTS 


THEATRE page 39 pF 

Zorro rides again on 


the Stratford East 


stage in Ken Hill’s 

last spoof melodrama 




retribution 


CL E MA: Geoff Brown sees India 
J se its innocenc e in the violent 
a. d controversial Bandit Queen 


H OW do you like 
your India? Do 

you warn a fantasy 

world full of jun¬ 
gle bfe who talk to the 
anvna hidden temples, and 
Imperi army officers fes¬ 
tooned ith gold braid? Or do 
you pf t a dangerous coun¬ 
try wh; bandits roam over 
ravine* ind low-caste women 
suffer atings and rape in 
betwee drawing water from 
the vill; well? 

Phooi Devi, the real-life 
^ subject })f Bandit Queen, 
raainta; the film is part 
fantasy do. Gaiming intru¬ 
sion of ivacy and distortion 
of the uth. this legendary 
outlaw, “leased from prison 
last yea instigated a law suit 
to prev t the film's Indian 
release. ie authorities felt hot 
under t collar in any case: 
with its 11-frontaJ nudity and 
graphic violence, Shekhar 
Kapur film smashed 
througf he taboos of Indian 
cinema 

Doutss there is another 
reason' y Bandit Queen has 
prompt such a furore. For 
the fibr ike its heroine, boils 
with ra over the country's 
caste sy m Married at II for 
the pri of a bike and a 
wizenet ow, the young. low- 
caste ] vi suffers extreme 
physica abuse. But this 
woman no doormat Older 
and u:r, she baits her 
h us bar close to death with a 
rifle bi Gang-raped by the 
bandit* ho shared her life in 
the bar i hills, she forms her 
own out exacts bloody re* 
venge becomes a popular 
ehampn of the poor before 
the autjrities dose in. 

Devitits a formidable fig¬ 
ure, hehead encircled fay a 
red scf. a belt of bullets at 
her wsf although Seema 
lg.Biswas/ powerful interpreta¬ 
tion aLIeaves room for a few 
tender cenes with Vikram, 
her b; lit lower, flayed by 
Nirmt *andey. 

Ban t Queen may not be a 
strictl} ccurate rendering of 
Devi’afe — a life in any case 
swath in legend — but it 
treats story responsibly to 
give a sturbing and exdting 
portra of an extraordinary 
woraa in a hostile land 
fightir for her rights, her sex, 
and h freedom. 

Con ired to the terrors of 
Bandi Lueeru the bears and 

panths in Rudyard Kip¬ 


ling’s The Jangle Book are 
mere pussycais: decorative 
hems in a live-action Disney 
adventure that lurches from 
one stale idea to the next. To 
chime with modem tastes, 
Kipling's jungle-bov hero 
Mowgli bears the sculpted 
looks of Bruce Lee's screen 
impersonator. Jason Scon Lee. 

Mowgli needs all his sin¬ 
ews, since the story requires 
him to be Indiana Jones, and 


Bandit Queen 

Curzon West End 
lb’. 119 mins 

Dynamic drama about 
India's legendary outlaw 

Rudyard Kipling's 
The Jungle Book 

Qdeon West End 
PG. 112 mins 
Muddled adventure 

The Shawshank 
Redemption 

Odeon Leicester Square 
15.143 mins 
Long but engrossing 
prison movie 

Andre 

Warner West End 
U. 94 mins 
Adventures of an 
orphaned seal 

Black Beauty 

Warner West End 
U. 88 mins 

Unsatisfactory version of 
the children's classic 

Holy Matrimony 

MGM Haymarket 
PG. 93 mins 
Slightly distasteful, 
hugely unfunny 

Camilla 

MGM Shaftesbury Ave 
PG, 94 mins . 
Whimsical swansong 
for Jessica Tandy 



“A disturbing and exciting portrait of an extraordinary woman in a hostile land fighting for her rights, her sex. and her freedom’': Seema Biswas as Phoolan Devi in Bandit Queen 


save a temple’s hidden trea¬ 
sure from Cary Elwes’s avari¬ 
cious British officer. Director 
Stephen Sommers and his 
writers also throw in a fra¬ 
grant love affair with the 
Major's daughter (Lena 
Headley), and the usual won¬ 
ders of nature. Add to this 
cacophonous monkeys, ex¬ 
ploding kerosene barrels, and 
John Cleese as the army 


doctor, and you have a weari¬ 
some. if well-polished, film, 
desperately uncertain how 
best to please its audience. 

In its early stages. The 
Shawshank Redemption tries 
to please with the manly 
delights of old prison movies. 
You know the line-up: gruel¬ 
ling brutality from guards and 
inmates. A cold-blooded war¬ 
den ever-ready to quote the 
Bible. Grey bricks, grey uni¬ 
forms. Women? Non-existent, 
except in posters stuck on 
walls: the hero. Tim Robbins, 
starts with Rita Hayworth 
decorating his cell, then re¬ 
places her with Marilyn Mon¬ 
roe and Raquel Welch. 

A convicted murderer, al¬ 
though he bears himself like a 
mode) citizen and always pro¬ 
claims his innocence. Robbins 
is in for the long haul. So are 
audiences: Frank Darabont's 
Oscar-nominated film, adapt¬ 


ed from one of Stephen King’s 
non-horror stories, lasts more 
than two hours. Luckily, 
changes of mood, a regard for 
character and excellent perfor¬ 
mances keep the fidgeting at 
bay. 

At first a punchbag for 
others' anger. Robbins, a 
banker by trade, is wanned by 
friendship with another life 
prisoner, Morgan Freeman. 
He then improves his lot 
further by advising on the 
warden's crooked finances. 
However, when justice de¬ 
mands Robbins's parole the 
warden cannot afford to re¬ 
lease hint: he knows too much. 

A writer turned director, 
Darabont treats his own 
screenplay with reverence. 
This is understandable, espe¬ 
cially when the dialogue is 
good, alive to quirks and 
ironies. But time is wasted on 
peripheral characters: the 


number of swings between 
grim violence and comedy 
relief also becomes a problem. 
You emerge from your incar¬ 
ceration in Shawshank Prison 
exhausted, incredulous at 
some of the plot twists, but still 
cheered by Robbins and Free¬ 
man’s performances. 

Audiences have another 
tough choice this week. Hors¬ 
es. or seals? Since die seal, first 
met as an orphan pup. makes 
raspberry noises and likes 
watching TV, Andre should 
satisfy the younger set. George 
Miller, director of The Man 
from Snowy River, srrains no 
muscle, but packages the true 
story well. 

Black Beauty needs older 
children, willing to suffer like 
Anna Sewell’s brutalised 
horse, passed from owner to 
owner in Victorian England. 
This is a gloomy film, briefly 
enlivened by sally acting, but 


difficult to warm to. unless you 
are a horse. 

The week concludes with 
two spoonfuls of whimsy. 
Holy Matrimony, a supposed 
comedy, throws sexpot Patri¬ 
cia Arquette into the 
Anabaptist community of 
Hutterites and gives her a 12- 
year-old boy for a husband. 
Leonard Nimoy's film is not as 
distasteful as the plotline sug¬ 
gests, but it still leaves the 
stomach churning. 

Camilla, a Canadian-Brit- 
ish co-production written by 
the novelist Paul Quarrington. 
might do the same, were it not 
for the late Jessica Tandy's 
stabilising presence as a feisty 
60-year-old, once a concert 
violinist, who puts new life 
into Bridget Fonda. “Let us 
drink liquor*" Tandy declares. 
Deepa Mehta's film goes no¬ 
where much, but it stays 
gentle, thoughtful and kind. 




BEST ACTOR JOH.V TRAVOLTA • BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR SAMUEL1 JACKSON 
AC T 'RESS UMA THURMAN • BEST DIRECTOR QUENTIN TARAMTN'O 
""BEST FILM EDITING SALLY MNEE * BEST SCREENPLAY QVEXTIX TARANTINO 


bafta nominations including best film 
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BEST DIRECTOR • ROBERT REOFORJO 
BEST SCREENPLAY {Adapted) PAULATTANASIO • BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR PAUL SCOFIELD 
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Fifty million people watched , hut no one saw a thing. 
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“THIS YEAR’S CINEMATIC TASTE SENSATION” 

YOU MAGAZINE 
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38 ARTS 


LONDON 

WILLIAM DE KOONING. Th» Tale 
opens its nwiof cxhtubans schediJe ttte 
vest with a Du Kooning retiospedrve — 
ifipaantmgslhniiepieairsh&linea and 
nwa anginal adhuewmenis Iran me 
late 1935s to therntp-19503. The arty 
European IcAowng Vwvwtgs c 

Washmglon and New YoiK, and tha only 
beacon lo dbptav foe pamtmfls m 
natural Ipgfit. 

Tate Gallery, MHftank, SWI <0171-387 
8000} Today owl May 7 @ 

MAUAU BLFT7EHFLY English 
I Is! oral Opera refoms tonight lo one ot 
the iwjets m drs orown. Graham Uidr's 
pfoAjrton ol PuccmTs tragedy Michael 
Loyd conducts a Suffertyn which 
santimenlalty is swept aside lo make 
war for sheer dramatic power. Bil 
Bantam Jones efteds With Susan 
Bd to, Bonawrtura Botlone, Aiwel 
Huw Morgan and Cartwnna Wyn- 
Roxts 

Coibeun. Si Mam's Lam. WC3 
<0171-63283001 Tonight. 7 30pm. 0 

VENUS AND ADONIS: Actors Taring 
Company and the cult remale physka 
theatre group Tha HaMy Mavs have 
learned up to pressnt Shahecpoare's 
poetic patrayal of kive and obwssnn 
Vrieo. Jilm and and a cast at three 
Jackson's Lane Arts Centre 
Archway Road® [01B1-341 4421). 
Tonight-Sat 6pm. National lour follows; 
nen stop. Home) Henpglead (01442 
242827) 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


A dally guide to aits 
and entertainment 
compiled by Kris Anderson 


elsewhere 

COVBtTRY: Tha Warwick Arts Centre 
oBtatmos te 23th armermry with a 
cornmiSCion from the Motionftouse 
PenceTheetreCom pa iy: Geisha teal 
about rc*>piaytog n our iwra and Iww 
fi haps detre idwslty. MoHonhotBa's 
i^utanon (dr guiprtsrifl eete ShOiidYt 
tal to Impress n a work whose central 
Qussbon is "Da you Sterna Boa ttiQ7'. 
Wtawlcfc Arts Centre, Unnroreny of 
Warwfck (01203 524524J, Torttfk-Sai, 

. 8pm @ 

WORTHING: Innocent yoyng kwa 
nwtoonras old and obsessive priousy 
in Maadre’s wutonrart comedy, The 
Schoo l for Whim. Stephen Unwin 
rSreastatheawardwrwEnglsh 
Touring Theatre. Next stop, Ccwentiy 
(Warwick Arts). 

CofnaugM. Union Placa (01903 
28S333). Tortght axl tomonw, 

750pm. Sat. 2J30 and 8pm. (S 

MWICH ESTER: Opening day lor me 
first of two UK vBnuea Ws year tor 
Muter Drawing* from pie National 
Portrait Gaiety. The exWWon ndudes 


hie drawng5 by Gamsboroutfv 

FteymUda. Lawrence. Rossetti. Augustus 
John. Bom berg. Center and KM. as 
well as mmiabxes by Hdfiaid. OSwer. 
Cooper and Cosway. 

Whitworth Art Gallery, Uovwaiy d 
Manchester, CWOrd Road (0161-273 
4865). Mon-Sat 10am-5pm. Thura urfil 
9pm. Until Apr 17.0 

PERTH: Catch a nong star tonght as 
Yakov Krecbwg conducts the Royal 

C iiiHImI llnfifliiiil **—e-■—- 

Mmitn nanona urenossra. 

Torvght'a programme Includes Haydn's 
Symphony No 68. Mozan's Vokn 
Concerto No 3. K216 and Bandit's 
xnaoapteoe. Concerto tor Orchestra. 
Euguem Busnww 15 ttre soteril 
Cay HaU. (01738S21031). Tonigtt 
730pm. 0 

I OMDOM RAI1 FRIFB 

Bwtfion: frnprasdaram in Britan 
(0 171-63 8-4141)... BrttWi Museum. 
Byzantine Treasures horn British 
Cofecttans (0171-6381555). 

Coutaukt Frank Dotson: Sadptire 
1915-1954(071-87325261 .. 

Hqwi Yves Klein (071-928 31441 
Nationof GolhEry: The Age of Elegance; 
Canavugro The Taking at Chrisl (0171- 
639 3321)... Royal Academy: Nicolas 
Pousssi; The Ravtirai ol the PaflatSan 
Style (0171-4397438) . Serpentina. 
Man Ray (0171-402 6075)... Tate 
New DaplayB 1985 (0171-6878000)... 
V A A: Warworka: Women. Photog¬ 
raphy and ihe Art ol War GtossGaiery 
(0171-936 850(9 


□ BEAR04G FRUIT. Detxxai Paige 
directs five short plays by women. 'Hie 
authors are HananAI-Shaykh. Helen 
Edmurrdson. Lawnta Murray, Meredith 
Oates and Sera Sugarman 
Hampstead. Swiss Collage Centre, 
NW3 (0171-722 9301). Mon-Sal. Spin, 
mai Sat, 4pm £} 

H CELLMATES Gpantog night lor 
flik MayaB and Stephen Fry as Sean 
BcuV£srti€<acig«B!aV£. ihevetywW 
couple lonethw in Wormwood Scntos 
and Moscow Sanon Gray dlrens hts 
own play 

ABrery, SI Mann's Lane. WC210)71- 
369 1730). Tomghl. 7pm. Then Mon-Sa. 
8pm. mais Wed. 3pm and Sal. 5pm 

□ THE CLANDESTINE MARRIAGE. 

Nigai Hawthorne plays the cUap<datod 
Lord Ogteby and tfrecis a strong cast 
m this good-hearted comedy about 
lethcentury greed, snobbery and true 
love 

Queens, ShaNesbuy Avenue, WI 
(0171-494 5041) Mon-Sat. 7 30pm: 
mais Sal. 2.30pm. 

B THE DANCE OF DEATH 

Simwberg's impassfaned, sonwemesi 
come, view or mamage as he#. Subtle 
charaaensaJon by Gemma Jones and 
JotwiNewtte 

Almeida. Almeida 9. Ni (0171-359 
440J) Mon-Sal. 8pm. mat 9at. 4pm. 

Until Mar 4 Q 

□ DESIGN FOR LIVING Rup«n 
Graves and Marcus D'Amoo pin Rachel 
WeoK tor ttte iritfislef ol Sean Mathias's 
awardwinmrw Donmar production ol 
i^cwarT o manage 4 trws comedy 
Gielgud. Shaftesbury Avenue. Wi 
10171 -494 5<)65i Now previewing, fipm 
OpensF*b20 @ 


THEATRE GUIDE 


in London 


■ House Ml, returns only 
D Sorno reals avaBabie 
□ Seals at all prlcas 


B THE DUCHSS OF MALR Wtti 
JuBet Stevenson as tha vtcUm ea d 
heroine and Simon RusseB Beale her 
sadteHc twn brother, tin production (by 
Phfip Franks) ws. with a bit ol anendan. 
be electrifying. 

Greenwich, Croons KM, SE10 (0181- 
856 7755). Mon-Sal. 7.45pm. mat SaJ, 

2 30pm. Until Mar 25. B 

□ INDIAN INK R*aty K«*daJ, 
Margaret Tyzack and An Ma»^ ki Tom 
Stoppard's new play, set m irtmowable 
lndanlB30ardaShap(:«rwn ... 
bungalow today Peter Wboddbeas. 
AWwych.Aldwych.WC2 10171418 
6003). Now previewing, 7 30pm: rwal 
Sat. 3pm Opens Feb 27. 

■ ION. Nicholas wrttfTt Orocta 
Eunprdes's tragi-comody, needy 
described a 'drama ot epic characters 
with domestic problems" Superb 
performances, ted by Jude Law 
PR. Barixcan Centre EC2 (0171-638 
8691). Today. 2pm and 715pm; next on 
MarB B 

□ THE LIVE BED SHOW: Arthur 
Smiih's revised version ol ms 1989 
Edntourgh Festival comedy CaroJne 
OuenHn and P»jl Menon play a couple 
cxi their founey towards storing a bed 


Garrick, Owing Cross Road, WC2 
(0171404 5065). Mon-Thure. 8pm: Fit 
and Sat 630pm and 8 . 45 pm. 

B HAMA I WANT TO SMG: Tha 
longnst-ruWB Oft-Broadway Hack 
musicaL based on the fife ol lha Hariem 
singer Dcrta Troy («ho here plays her 
own mother). With Cftaka Khan 
C a mbridge, Eartam Street, WC2 
(0171404 5060). Mon-Sa. 7 45pm, 
mats Tub and SaL 3pm UnU Apr 8 

B THE MERRY WIVES OF 
WINDSOR: Terry Hands's first 
prookKbon here, altar rite long time ri 
charge ol the RSC. Denis Outlay plays 
the (at knight and Rlchatd McCabe an 
insanely Jealous husband 
National (Otvfcjr). Saudi BankSEI 
(0171-9262252). Tortght-Mon, 7.15pnx 
mat Sat, 2pm. S 

■ ROMEO AND JUUET: tevamve 
pertMmax» artist Emfy Wool plays her 
last dasNcd rote opposas Smart 
Bunco's Romeo. Nei Bortton dreds the 
co-praOucdon with West Yorkslwa 


Lyric, King St, Hammersmith. VWB 
(0181-741 2311) Mon-Sat. 730pm; Sal 
2 30pm phis iTKFweek mats cn Feb 16. 
28, March 7.1 30pm UnB Mai 11. Q 
□ THE THRSE LIVES OF LUCIE 
CABROL- Awerriwnrxnfl performance 
from LBo Baur In Simon McBuney's 
thrfbig production on Ihe loves and 
engueh « paaeart He. Theatre de 
Ccmpiciie begin on mtemahcmal low 
here 

Shaftesbury, Shaftesbury Avenue. 

WC2 (0171-379 53991. Mon-Fri. 7.30pm 
Sol. 8pm: mate SaL 230pm. Q 
Ticket nkymatten suppted by Society 
ol London Theatre 


NEW RELEASES 


DALLAS DOLL t iai Gofl guru Sandra 
Bernhard liberates the Sydney suturhs 
A bo'ched af*ar irom Am Turner. 

Metro (071-437 0757) 

HEAVENLY CREATURES (IB) 

Strange, fatal merrtfvp of two New 
Zealand teenagers Compeibng 
ma^naiivii. true-He drama from director 
Peter Jaoxon 

Gate S 101 71 ?ZT 4043) Lumiere 
i'ji7i -£?£ ii691 1 MGM Fulham Road £] 
<0171-370 2636) Renoir (0171-637 
£4021 Richmond f0i3!-332 0030) 
Screen (Baker- Street f0171-935 2772) 
Screen,™i ® 1 O 1 71435 3366) 

SOLITAIRE FOR 21151 Body- 
lar. jja^c i.x-nxer pureuec archaeote-yct 
v;4h ESP A.vV/rard comedy from Pro 
Pa-rte'cs-directcx Gar/Sn/or Wiifi 
I4ar- rran'-ei snrs Amanda Pays 
MGM TrocaderoS '0171-434 (TGI I 
Odeon Kensington mi426 9146W. 
Plaza 5) i0e00 688997, Warner® 
•0*71-43743431 

* STAR TREK: GENERATIONS ,PGl 
Talk-, su: aesdpraote fitn debic icrthe 
stare of wip.ision s Star 7re» The Ne»: 
ij^nerajon p aino Stewar: rneea 
'.Viiiian Shainer DiedCarwndirects 
Empire ® iOWO 38-591 Ij MGM Baker 
Street m:~i-935 97721 Fulham Road 
■0171 -370 2636 1 Trocadero © 101 71 - 
434 0<J2i < UCI Whrteteys ® f7?2 3332) 

CURRENT 

AMATEUR M5i Amnec-ac 
c<jrr*.g^eher fa-.*; his pas! mih a 
I.T*mer nun's tretp Ouiriy. l-suchrog 
pt-audo-thnJier trom Hat Harttev 
MGM Haymnrkei iOl 7i-&?9 1527, 
Odeons: Kensington (01426914666: 
Swiss Cottage 10 1426 9140&8i 
Renoir (0171-637 S40Ci 


CfNEMA GUIDE 


Gooff Brown's assessment of 
Aims bi London and (where 
Indicated with the symbol ♦) 
on release across the country 


EVEN COWGIRLS GET THE BLUES 
f 15) ijnwiekav version of Tom Robbins's 
zany novel from ail drectw Gus Van 
Sam UmaThuiman heads a cameo- 
sse-.-m cast. 

MGM PtccarMIy (0171437 3561) 

I LIKE TT LIKE THAT (15i Cheerful 
drama of Bronx family He liom deoutmg 
dredor Darnell Marlin 
MGMs: Ftdham Rood (0171-370 
2655) Totten ham Court Road (071-636 
61 Jci Trocadero ® (071434 00311 

♦ INTERVIEW WITH THE VAMPIRE 

■ I5i Tom CrtMe shows Brad Pm the 
■•■smere .vay ot He. Dull, over-stuffed 
vys: c* Anne R<oes book. 

Baibtem ® (0171-636 B891) 

Cfapham Plcturo House (01P -496 
3322; MGMs: Baker Street 10! 7! -935 
9772! Chelsea (0171-352 5096) 

Fulham Rond (0171 -370 2636) 
Tottenham Coart Road (0171 -636 
6 1 4f) Trocadero B (0 1 71 494 6031) 
Netting HU Coronet B (0171-727 
6705) ua White leys ® ( 01 71-792 
3332) Warner B (Ol71437 4343) 

NOSTRADAMUS OS, Lie and 
prophecjesol the 1 etfvceniury legend 
Prepjuaous Euro^judckng, with 
Tclieky Kar,ro and Amanda Rummer. 
Odeon Mezzanine B (01426 315683) 

♦ ONLY YOU IPG): Manta Tcmei 
cnasas ttre man of her drpams through 
Italy Lacy blend ol comady, romance 


and uavetopue. with Robert Downey Jr 
Drector. Norman Jewison 
MGM Chelstt (0171-352 50861 
Odeons: Kensington (01426 9146661 
Swiss Cottage (Of 4» 9 1 4098) West 
End (0)426-915 574) HO WHMeysB 
(0171-7S2 3332) 

LA REME MARGOT 1161: Bloody, 
broodng. occasionaly impressive 
French hotory lesson, with IsabeUe 
Ad)an and Darnel Auteui 
Cuizon Mayfair 10171-369 1720) 
Odeons: Kensington (01426-914666) 
Swiss Cottage [01426 914098) 

• THE ROAD TO WELLVILLE (16). 
FroScs and chcanery at a hsn-oMhe- 
century sanrtafium Alan Parker's 
overdone health tood satire, with 
Anthony HopkalS. 

Barbican B10171-638 88311 Odeorac 
Kens i ngton 101426914866) Leicester 
Sq (01426 915683] Marble Arab 
(01426914501) Swiss Cottage (01426 
914098) UQWMMeys BfTS? 3332) 

• SHALLOW GHAVE (16). Wictedy 
eryoyabte comedy-thriter abori ihree 
Etfnbugh chums and a corpse loaded 
with money Danny Boyle drects 
Gate 6 (0171-727 4043) MGMs: 
Fulham Road [0171-370 2636) 
Haymarfcal (0171-8391527) 
Shaftesbury Avenue (0171-636 6279) 
Phoenta (0161-6832233) Screen/ 
Baker Street (0171-935 2772) UQ 
Whlteteya B (0171^-792 3332) Warner 
0(0171-4374343) 

• STARGATE (PG): Gatacuc 
adventures of Kut Russal and Jamas 
Spader Preposerous. oenvaDve but 
lun. Roland Emmench directs 
MOWS: Chelsea (0171 -352 5096) 
Trocadero 0 [0171-434 0031) Odeon 
Mezzanine 0 (01426 915683) UCI 
Whlteleys 0(0171-792 3332) 1 
0(0171-437 4343) 



“I work with the sun rising over the sea every morning and I stop work when the sun goes down”: 


Stephen Cox and a couple of woriaates 


T o talk to Stephen Cox is to 
realise just how adventurous 
the life of a sculptor can be. 
Bom in Bristol, Cox. now in 
his mid-forties, spends much of his 
time working in India and Egypt at 
workshops he has set up on the Bay of 
Bengal and the Red Sea. 

Perhaps, he muses, his travelling 
streak comes from being brought up in 
a dty that was once a centre for 
England's great merchant venturers. 
Perhaps his fathers wartime service in 
Bombay as a naval petty officer shaped 
his genetic make-up, since he was 
conceived shortly after his father's 
return in 1945. Perhaps, too. he was 
influenced by a favourite writer. Adri¬ 
an Stokes, who once said a sculptor has 
to work with the sun on his baric. 

“Starting off in Italy, I've gone from 
sunnier to sunnier dimes," he says. 
“I'm like a lizard. On the Bay of Bengal 
1 work with the sun rising over the sea 
every morning and I stop work when 
the sun goes down on the other side of 
the peninsula. It's an extraordinary 
place, spiritually regenerating. 

“Egypt is rather more humdrum in a 
way. possibly because for an artist it 
doesn't have a great modem tradition, 
and the ancient tradition has been cut 
off by the lack of need for objects within 
the context of Islam. But. when you are 
working with people who are predomi¬ 
nantly quarrymen, there are hidden 
skills and abilities to be brought out 
and a great sense of camaraderie 
between the men who work stone." 

There was little that was humdrum, 
however, in the expedition Cox led to 
reopen a quarry in the Eastern 
Mountains. It had not been used since 
the Romans extracted bom it the 
purplish imperial porphyry used to 
line the nursery of future emperors in 


The fruits of sculptor Stephen Cox’s adventures 
in the warmer parts of the world go on show 
today in Leeds. Roger Berthoud met him 


Constantinople (hence “bom to the 
purple"). Another expedition took him 
300 miles south of Cairo to hew—from 
possibly the oldest quarey in the world 
— many tons of the ravishing greenish 
stone called hammamat breccia: a 
third to quarries of diorite down near 
the Sudanese border. 

The various strands of an exception¬ 
al life come together this week, first in 
an exhibition in Leeds 
that concentrates on 
early work and the 
products of his Egyp¬ 
tian experience, and 
shortly afterwards in 
the first comprehen¬ 
sive printed study of 
his sculptures. 

it all started ordi¬ 
narily enough in a not 
very prosperous pan 
of Bristol, where the 
father of the four Cox 
boys worked as area 
supervisor for the Prudential. In those 
postwar days parental aspirations for 
their children were high: “It was as if 
the war had to have meant something.” 
Cox's eldest brother, John, was'to 
become director of opera productions 
at Covent Garden and Glyndeboume. 
and introduced David Hockney to 
opera design. 

Thanks, as so often, to perceptive 
and encouraging teachers, Stephen 
progressed from his secondary modem 
to the West of England Col lege of An in 
Bristol, and thence to the Central 


School in London. His early taste was 
for the intellectual rigours of conceptu¬ 
al and minimalist art, and he duly 
joined the Lis son Gallery, which 
pioneered that strand of modernism in 
this country. But he was also attracted 
by “the profound spiritualism” of the 
American painters Marie Rothko, 
Barnett Newman and Ad Reinhardt. 
His sojourn in Italy, where he went in 
1979 to take part in an 
international show in 
Milan, came as a 
release, both from the 
Protestant ethic and 
the dominant transat¬ 
lantic influence. 

“I found the sense 
in the Catholic Medi¬ 
terranean of always 
being able to do what 
one wants and being 
forgiven for it very 
liberating." he says. “1 
was rediscovering 
pockets of my own sensuality, which I 
had always suppressed — aesthetically 
speaking, that is." 

Cox's involvement with India started 
in 19S5, when he was asked to represent 
Britain in the sixth Indian Triennaie in 
Delhi. Searching for a place to work, he 
came upon the little town of 
Mahabalipiram. south of Madras, 
famous for its temples and its carving 
tradition. “I came to realise there that 
Hinduism is a growth religion. In this 
tiny town there were highly skilled 
craftsmen building temples for trans- 


6 There is a 
camaraderie 
between the 
men who 
work stone 9 


portation to Chicago and Wihington; 
you could equate it with he great 
Gothic church-building traikm that 
we had in Europe." 

The explicit sexuality of indu art 
had its influence on Cox'S wk, as did 
the sense of sculpture as sneihing 
that functions in ritual: not jit revered 
from a distance, but towed and 
handled: even dressed, ed and 
washed. Sometimes, as afprm of 
libation, he pours oil onhis own 
carvings, turning the gresh local 
granitoid stone almost bladit was at 
Mahabalipiram that som of his 
biggest public pieces, indung those 
in London at Ludgale and toadgate. 
were carved. 

The Egyptian chapter in'-ox’s life 
opened in 1989, when he wasiviled by 
the Fbreign Office, through fc British 
Council, to make a sculpture' be a gift 
from the British for the m opera 
house in Cairo. 

For Cox a key experiertt ' which 
inspired the biggest (15-ton)<rcopha- 
gus-like piece in the Leeds shv, was a 
visit to the tombs of the Apis Mis near 
the great stepped pyramid ofakkara.A 
near Cairo. There, in some 4Carooph- 
agi hewn from solid granite, lly bulls 
were given the full ceremoniaiurial of 
a pharaoh. 

After experiences - like th, it is 
hardly surprising that Ccwoeiieves 
that certain stones have a pTicukr 
spiritual resonance. In Leec critics 
and public can judge whetr they 
have enriched his work, as cy have 
his life. 

• Stephen Cox's exhibition is at e Henry 
Moore Institute, the Headrow, Ids (0113- 
234 3158} from today to Mq6. The 
catalogue raisonneof his mrk. wiia text by 
Stephen Bonn, is published * Lund, 
Humphries (£45} 


ENTERTAINMENTS 


CINEMAS 

CURZOM PHQBItX Pttoam SLOT 
Chong Cross Rd. 071-3891721 (no 
Mm to) VANYA ON 43ND 
STHffiT M Progs at 12.45 (not 
Sun). 3.15. 5.45. B15._ 


CABARET 



ALBERT WC2 B0 01713891730 
0C 0171 344 4444 (TO »g fee) 

HIK STEPHEN 

MAYALL FRY 

CELLMATES 

A new play written 6 directed by 

SIMON GRAY 

E«es Ifem tats Wed 3pm Sd 5pm 
OPBBTQMGHT 


OPERA & BALLET 

CUM 0171632 8300 (Mis) 
ENGLISH NATIONAL OPS1A 
Toni 7J0 (FRST MGHT) 
MADAME BUTTERFLY 
Tanor 7J0 (LAST PBF) 
MNQPTHAM 


ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 304 4000 
tor Ban Off A Stendby infa. 
Tdals aval ante day 
Tte Royal Opac* 

Ton't, Tub 730 LA BOHEME 
Man 630 DBR R0SEMCAVALBI 
■fl» nearest opera gets to tieswi’ 
Daly Mai 

The Royal Balm 

Tonor (Fist M^Wad 7S0 
ROMEO&JUUET 
SalZffl*7J0Gt3ai£ 


THEATRES 

ADBPW_ 

“ANDREW LLOYD WEfflBTS 

MSTEIffECE* WM SI Jan* 

SUNSET BOULEVARD 

Stenno 

BETTYBUCKLEY 
rndJOWBAHROWMAN 

awicfEDffCAflDBoawes 
CALL 0171344 DOBS (bhgM 
GPPB00KNG «3 3302 ft*g fee) 

NOBOOHNGFSroR 

PERSONAL CALLBTS AT THE 
ADELffll BOX OFFICE 


\tovSat 7.45 3*10) 

^aanownirottaal*Nlt»MMBL 


AU2WYCHcc071 4168003 
071487 9977 (no fee) 
Rsducad PiMam Noori 
730 Sal Mai 39 Opens Feb 27 at 7J» 

FELJCmr KENDAL 
MABGAHETTYZACK 
tAflXMALK 

n TOM STOPPARDS New Hay 

INDIAN INK 

_ Oreciad by PETER WOQQ 


APOUjO B0/CC Mis 0171494 
50C(/344 4444 (no bfcg tee) 

CC 497 9977 (Hcq fee) 
TONY SLATTERY In 

NEVILLE'S ISLAND 

byTWFKTH 

"TKL MOST DAZZLING PLAY 
OF dim TIMES" Jack Tate 
UonFil BA Sal 830 
■Ms Fit 430 & Sat 59 
LAST WBEK 


APOLLO VICTORIA cg 0171416 
6043 a Zm 0171344 4444/0171497 
W77 Gips 0171416 BUS} 413 3321 

Amftew Lloyd Wabbaei 
Nw prod u ction of 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 

"A REBORN THEATRICAL 
DELIGHT” DatyUai 
WWBkrocWo ran* 1845 (My 
Tub & Sri 15J0 Mate feam gga 


APOLLO 0171494 5000/ 344 mi 
4079B77 

PETS! BOWLES 

USA HARROW 

IN PRAISE OF LOVE 

By Terence Ffettgan 
R0JUCH)PR8flEWS2l FEB 
Ail SoMa CIO & CIS 
Bm8om.MaiTlm3f)ra.Snt5tHi 


ARTS THEATRE GlNawpcrt St 
WC2 BOOTI836 2132/00071344 


FEVER PITCH 

MCK HORfOrS BEST SELLMG 
BOOK KNOW AWT PLAT! 

UavFfl8.S3l&15&830LldSeaaTi 


CAMBR0X3E THEATRE 071494 
6080 CC 497 9977/344 4444 
(2«rs7dayB, t*gtee) 

Nwr Ybrt** smash hit nobal 
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OECK WITH BX> FOR 
RETURNS & CAMCaXATTOWS 


LYRK, Staffs An B0 a oc 0171 
484 5045 CC 344 4444 Al U bee 
24hr/7 days (bfcgfc^ CC487 
8977/7831000 Ops 930 8133 

FIVE GUYS 


THE OLIVER AWARD- 
WB—I B MUSICAL 
Lfen-ThiB Fri aSola(Ga845 
LASTSWEEXS- 
THE JtMKT W1L STOP JUMW 
OH 4 MARCH_ 


LYRIC Staffs As* BO a oc 0171 
494 5054 cc 418 6066 Ops 484 
5454/416607^4133321/3211870 
“FWE STAR BnEHTMNNENT" 
&Tme 

AmMmmm 

TIE FATS WALLER MUSICAL 
Tin geniuLMBS your bnrti 

bmv’OJM 

Bin Stmt UNi Hu 3pn Sd 5fm 

RnoaOtfcrQaeni 13 Mar 7pm 


NATIONAL THEATRE B0 0171838 
2252 Gips 0171 620 0741; 34hr cc 
bkg fee 0171 497 9877. 
OLIVER TonX Tenor 7.15 THE 
MBMY WIVES OF WBBS0R 


LYTTELTON TonX Tonor 730 
OUT OF A HOUSE WALKS) A 
HAN_ mated scenas adapted 

ten he wftigt ol Dana Khrom 

dewed by Therire de CompSflB 
COTTESLOE Toni 730 (LAST 
PSF) TWO WffiQ HffTH THE 
QUEEN adapted by May Mans 
ten fte nonl by Moris GteBrnm 
Tamar 730 DEALBYS CHOKE 
PritMt Matber 


NEW LONDON Diuy Lone NC2 B0 
Cm 4050072CC 0171434 407924hr 
344 444VQ7 9877 Ope 3306123 
THE AJOSW LLOYD WE0BBV 
T&BJOrNIHMTOUL 
NKMDMHMQIIJ9CAL 

CATS 

B ras 745 Mria Tub a S at 360 
LATHXM-RSNDT ADMITTED 

wuAUDrrcxuffiN 

MOTION, PLEASE ffi PROMPT. 
Bars open ri 645 

LffNTH) NO. OF SEATS AVAR. 
DAfl.Y FROM BOX OmCE 


OLD VIC 01719287616/497097 
TONY AWARD WMGf 

JUDD 

HIRSCH 

“ATTTAMC PERFORMANCE - 
AWE4NSFnMG-Jewish Chrorite 

CONmSATIONSWITH 
MY FATHER 

By HB» GARDNER 
effected by ALAN AYCKBOURN 

Ren 2 Much. Opme 7 Moth 

Ews 745 l Mala Wed & Sal 230 


OLD WC BO 0719237616. Emringa 
7.6, Mari Wed 230, Set 40 4 80 
MAUR£B4 LffMAN 
JANET SUZMAN 
LYNDA BELLMGHAM to 
THE SBTBtS roSBSWBG 
HR Cuondy by Wendy WMoaslEki 
OtactedbyMcheelBUmire 
LAsrawmcs 


PALACE THEATRE 0171-434 0909 
cc2«a(blQ tee) 0171-344 
4444/4979977 
Group Sabs 0171930 6123 
Ones 01714941671 
THE WORLDS MOST POPULAR 


LES MISERABLE! 

Ewes 730 Mris Thu a Sri 230 
Lrieooniasnotadaritad 
iiM fte Henri 
HATH) NO. OF SEATS AVAL 
WLY FROM BOX OFFICE 


JPHOBKBCVCC0171867 KMV867 

1111/3444444 dee) 67 ®7 

RESTMUSKAL 
ALL4MAJORAWAROB 
WILLY RUSSm.'S 

BLOOD BR0THH1S 

STEPHAM: LAWRENCE 
“ASTW«SHB4G"S Express 
jBiNBi fta rodterics to fa teri, 
d natag to nppronr D Mri 

Fyra745UBteTl«83Sri< 


PRINCE OF WAIS 071839 
5987(636 364/416 6020/344 4444 cc 
bkg tea Grp'3 071413 3321 

BARRY MAMLOVPS 

•C0PACABANA* 

'An Evening ri ftre DefighT DMai 

Tbs New Mustoaf Staling 
GARY WUIOT 

TWfing Can FtaeeUy Top TTfia - ttTel 

*C0PACABANA* 

The Eriks Aufiance ms on fi's tori’ 
Evrn Bpn Mas Wed a Sri 3pm 
Group dbauib netafie 
SEATS MOW aval AMP 


RONCE EDWARD 0T71734 8EE1 
cc P4hf no bkg fori 8303464/0171 
344 4444 Groups 930 6123. 
BEST MUSICAL 
Lamnea OMer Awards 93 
ALLSMGHG ALLDANCMQ 
ALL 


CRAZY FOR YOU 

TOTS THE BRIGHT LIGHTS 
BACK N THE WEST END M 
DAZZLING STYLE’ Moil 
Ena 7 45, Mari Du a Sri 360 
GOOD SEATS AVAKJUUE 
THIS1 


QOEBIS 0171494 5D40(AiccUcg 
feel) 487 9977/344 4444 

NIGEL HAWTHORNE 
THE CLANDESTINE 
MARRIAGE 

MortSat 730 Mat Sal 230 

LAST4 WEEKS 


PICCADILLY 0T713891734/ 
01713444444/0171487 8977 

BEST NEW MUSICAL 

MTDfM-RHUMHritiLS 

R0Y0BBB0N STORY 

QM.Y THE LONELY 
TheBgOcomes beck to Hene 
greri rock ¥ id mner D£xp 
ILL SEATS 1/2 PWCE FH MAT 
UavThiB.M530a&3a.Sri5aa3D 


PLAYHOUSE 6394401/4879977 

MMACAmecr mwtpuarvg 

LDIISE L0UBWD and SaON WARD 
•SSrftdBr fteft spaASng remri of 
THB OBJCKUSCONEDTIUlai 

ON APPROVAL 

Evas 3, Mate Thur 3. Sri 5. 

Stari/Med loItaota Rest E2S 

last 2 Weeks 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE 
COMPANY LONDON 

(01718388891) 
BAH9CAN: HE VENETIAN 
TWMS Today 200 a 7.(5 
THE PIT: KM Today 20D6 7.15 
STRATFORD (01789 29562ft 
RST: ON THE PtSTE Toctay 
230 8730 

SMMK THE SCREWTAPE 
LETHffiTonT730 
Rare OVTBZBSDt lore teaflri 


SAVOY 0171896 8989 oc 2ftr/ 

7 days no bkg toe497 9P7 
Gte*413 3321^312771 

JOHN GORDON RUTHE 
SHCUUR HQ4SHALL 

SHE LOVES ME 

■wr PAR THE Bar MUSICAL m 
TOWN-F.T. 

MnvSat 7.45, Mate Wad & Sal iOO 

■nCKUPirEPHOEAlO 
BOOK NOW" hd 


To place your 
ENIERTAPWENT advert in 

THE TIMES 
TRADE 071-4811900 
FAX 071-461 8313 
TELEX 935088 
PRIVATE 071 -481 4000 


SHAFTESBURY BO 071379 8399 
CC 071 344 4444 (ho fee) 
Theatre da CaaipBcto 
THE THREE LIVES 
OF LUOE CABROL 
1994 Tn» Qri Therire Arad 
MxvFd 730pm, Sri 230 A OOOpn 
UWTR.25FEB 


ST MARTWS <718381443 (ha ttg 
fee) 071 ^7 9977 (bkg fee) 
QwpsOTi 3121984 (pottg fee) 
Eves 8. Tubs 245. Sri 58 8 
43rd Year ol Agrihe Chrirife'a 
THE MOUSETRAP 


_Toptaceyov 

ENTBTTAIIyeir advert ri 
THE TMES 
TRADE 071-481 1920 
FAX 071-481 9313 
TELEX 925088 
PRIVATE 071-481 4000 


VICTORIA PALACE Bo* OB t cc 
(No Mg tee) 0171834 017 CC (bkg 
fee) 0171-344 4444/487 9977 
Groups 0171413 3321/0171930 6123 

•BUDDY* 

The Buddy Holy Stay 
"RRaUAHT-Srai 

•BUDDY* 

"WONDERFUL STWF“ Sun Te) 

* BUDDY* 

Mon-Thur 8L0D Frt 530 8 838 
Sri5A08S3(L 
ALL SEATS » PfiCE 
FUMY 530 PfflF 
STH STUMONG YEAR 

oven 2 joo performances 
J jpoMM lotte wsr 20081 


WWTEHALL 0713981735 or 
071344 4444 

‘ATmiBIWim AN 
WQBOOUS TWIST ESM 
Keflh Baxter 
JeonBohl 
Gayfe Hnficutt 
SuemPeriaigon 

CWstapherTtaoiiyh 

DANGEROUS 

CORNER 

byJBPtaatay 

TACKS ATHRSIMG 
THEATIOCAL PUNCH" D.Tef 
Eva 8pm. Mata Wed 3niL&a&m 


CALL 071-4811920 
To place yoorentatainmtait 

advert in THE TTMRR 


WYWHA MS3BB 1738 ec344 4444 

BEST RAY 
BEST ACTRESS 
Emtag Started Anteda 1994 
MMGESMnH 
FRANCES DEU TOUR 
ANASTASIA HUE 
BBWARDALBBre 

THREE TALL WOMEN 

Dlractod by ANTHONY PAGE 

MooSri«|BmMNGri3pnL 
Front 20 Mar Toe-Si! 8pra 

MrieWed&Sri3ran 
LMTTO SEASON TO 22 ABWL1995 


TO PLACE YOUR ENTERTAINMETS 
ADVERTISEMENT IN 

THE TIMES 

TRADE ADVERTISERS TEL 071-481920 
ADVERTISING FAX NO. 071-481 H3 
TELEX 925088 

PRIVATE ADVERTISERS TEL 071-4* 4000 

You may use your Access, Amex, Diners or Vi card 


BEST COMEDY 


The funniest thing to hitthe 
West End since joe Ortn* 

Independent or Sunday 

Kevin Elyot^s 
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late Ken Hill’s final extravaganza in London; a famous film brought to the stage in Birmingham 
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ver some 21 years 
Ken Hill adapted 
Dracula. The 
Count of Monte 
The Curse of the 
l f The Phantom of the 
"rtd The Invisible Man 
ford EasL Zorro is his 
>f melodrama, the one 
in the process of 
in stage when he died 
\teks ago. 

jpical of the genre that 
ted: unapologetically 
:rous. amiably demot- 

i uch to the liking of his 

ii ence, which included 
Ittlewood herself, re- 
iffor the first time in two 

to the theatre she 
ifrous. 

pust have been glad 
I can imagine her 
g at the degree of 
_ tat singers find obliq- 
tf se days, and I suspect 
i have felt the show 
I e bite that shows had 
eyday. But the sense 
welcome mat is out. 

impromptu party 
dose willing to cross it, 
rived. 

.t a rough-theatre feel 
I aspects of the pro- 
Hill launched and 
Rlnkin has completed, 
fie McClelland's set 
ilar is a solid, mel- 
structure that can be 
i ritched from a town 
o the bell-tower in 
ie final struggle be- 
l>od and evil occurs. 
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Zorro —The 
Musical! 
Theatre Royal. 
Stratford East 


Bui another side of Theatre 
Royal tradition is to be seen in 
fighting that would make a 
punch-up between tots in a 
sandpit look dangerous. You 
are never in doubt that the 
blood is false. Actually, there is 
no blood in the first place. 

But why should there be? 
Zorro is not exactly a 
Taranrino-sryle myth. It con¬ 
cerns a virtuous gipsy, adopt¬ 
ed son of a Spanish nobleman, 
who is unjustly transported to 
colonial California. There, he 
becomes a blend of Robin 
Hood and Batman, a caped 
crusader who whirls about, 
freeing prisoners, redistribut¬ 
ing wealth, and generally get¬ 
ting up the aquiline nose of a 
corrupt, oppressive governor. 
Douglas Fairbanks Sr played 
the role. So did Tyrone Power. 
So. now. does an actor who 
looks like a long, thin pencil 
with an Errol Flynn mous¬ 
tache: Bogdan Kominowski. 

This anorexic romantic does 
dashing things, such as 
appear on a ten-foot-high steed 
or helplessly ogle Leigh Mc¬ 
Donald. playing his beloved. 
Bur the evening is hijacked by 
the baddies, especially Mich- 
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CD DIRECT is a service for 
Times readers. Each month 
four superb recordings will be 
offered at a specially reduced 
price, giving readers the op¬ 
portunity to build up a top- 
quality collection of classical 
music 

This month's choice is one of 
the greatest of all chamber 
ensembles, the Amadeus 
String Quartet, formed in 
Britain shortly after, the war 
and active for more than 40 
years. Four of its finest Deut- 
che C ammophon collections have been selected. They are: 
faydi s “Emperor" Quartet with Mozart's “Hunt" Quartet 
Imetaa’s Quartet No 1. “From my Life" with Dvorak’s 
AmeSan" Quartet- Schubert’s Trout" Quintet; and a 
nagnfcent 3CD set of Brahms’s Chamber Music, including all 
lis Quptets and Sextets, lf you order two or more of these items, 
>r the|CD Brahms set you will be entitled to receive a free disc 
if the Iraadeus Quartet performing Beethoven’s String Quartet 
5p 59Ho I. 

To irchase any of these CDs, please complete the coupon 
idowfou can also phone your order on 071-485 4600 (Mon-Fri, 
Qairhpm) or fax it on 071-267 6800. 
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aje send me the CDs indicated: 

□ T019501 Haydn/Mozart £12.99 

□ TO19502 Smetana! Dvofik £8.99 

□ T019503 Schubert £12.99 

□ T019504 Brahms (3CDs) £23.99 

(Prices include postage, package and VAT1 

C n)195Q5 I do not require the free CD of Beethoven's 
Qu; tet Op 59 No 1 

T al amount payable for CDs £. 

NA ..-. 

.. 

.POSTCODE.. 

D# TEL__-.— HOME TEL. 

1 enclose my cheque made payable to CD Direct 

Va j- c . Cheque number. 

(Pteise'wriie your name and address on the bade ol Uw cheque) 

Or, debit m Access/Visa card ™ mber 
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Expiry date. f . 

Prijtname..-.-.Signature 
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Post coupon and remittance to: 

Times CD Direct FREEPOST (NW 6085). PO Box 
^ §fTumdonNWi9RG 
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Bogdan Kominowski as the swashbuckling hero Zorro in the Stratford East production: a long, thin pencil with an Errol Flynn moustache 


ael N. Harbour as the pirate- 
king hired by Andrew 
Secombe's slimy governor as 
his hitman. He bunches up his 
face, adds a bit of pink putty, 
and, lo. we have a mix of 
squashed toad and Phantom 
of the Opera. “What 1 do best 
is dispense misery and then 
put people out of it” he growls. 

The tunes are* attributed to 
“masters of the zarzuela”. That 
means they come from old 
Spanish operettas and sound 
like unsolicited contributions 
to Carmen 2. To be honest, 
they don’t add much to a story 
already banging good- 
humouredly along. With Syl¬ 
vester McCoy mugging 
Harpo-style and twirling his 
eyebrows as Zorro's mute 
henchman, and Toni Palmer 
and Larry Dann giving solid 
comic support, this is the 
happiest of valedictories. 

Benedict 

Nightingale 


Playing on his master’s vice 


B ill Alexander's produc¬ 
tion of Robin 
Maugham's tale — of a 
young aristocrat who fails into 
the power of his valet — is 
close to top class. If you know 
the 1963 movie, scripted by 
Pinter and starring James Fox 
with Dirk Bogarde as his 
sinister butler Barrett, then 
this staging is full of surprises. 
Alexander has shaken the dust 
off Maugham^ own 1050 
dramatisation of his novel. 

There are the complex dy¬ 
namics of extra characters 
here, notably Tony'S friend 
(subtly bisexual and posses¬ 
sive in David Phelan’s por¬ 
trayal)- Indeed. Maugham's 
vision takes angles quite dif¬ 
ferent from Joseph Losey's 
film. The sexual emphases 
have shifted. Barrett's motivar 


The Servant 
Birmingham Rep 


non is not to oust his superior 
but to manoeuvre him into 
bed. Rather than romping 
with the maid Vera (the valet's 
neice) in the master bedroom. 
Paul Copley’s Barren is hardly 
aroused by her. He's dearly 
commanding her to sleep with 
Tony to satisfy tangentially his 
homo-erotic obsession. 

Bogarde’s Barrett was also 
younger and more deceptively 
polished than Copley's openly 
rough-edged, more dependent 
caretaker-type. He fusses over 
James Purefoy's Tony like a 
surrogate mother yet also 
becomes a father figure. 
Purefoy's Tony, a potential 


waster from the outset, be¬ 
haves like a little boy. 

Kir Surrey's fine design 
brings out ghostliness. This is 
1948 and Tony, hiring a man¬ 
servant in postwar Britain, is 
living in the past. The upper 
storeys, all white elegance, 
float in space like a memory. 
Figures move abour the draw¬ 
ing room, lamps lit against the 
darkness, as in some haunted 
house. Vera, about to sleep 
with her employer, unbuttons 
her blouse in slow motion as 
Jonathan Goldstein’s roman¬ 
tic soundtrack is distorted by a 
spooky echo. This is a picture 
of a fife cut off. in collapse, 
reflecting Tony's dereliction. 

One hasn’t got the disturb¬ 
ing warped shots and brood¬ 
ing shadows of Losey's film 
noir. Generally. Alexander is 


more subtly creepy. Fo Cullen 
is riveting as Vera. Vampiri- 
cally pale and childlike in her 
cotton nightdress, glancing up 
at Tony from under her eye¬ 
brows, Cullen encapsulates 
innocent coyness and the craft¬ 
ily satanic. Meanwhile Cop¬ 
ley's Barrett teeters between 
the scary and the amusingly 
parodic. 

Copley's performance still 
has stiff moments. Amanda 
Harris as Tony'S fiancee starts 
woodenly, perhaps over-enun- 
dating to convey prigishness. 
Some scene changes are slow, 
and the script is occasionally 
slacker than Pinter's. But this 
is an acutely detailed produc¬ 
tion: frequently funny and 
darkly gripping. 

Kate Bassett 


CONCERT 

Scoring 
nine out 
often 


SIR Peter Maxwell Davies has 
been so busy celebrating his 
sixtieth birthday that, after 
producing the first nine of the 
Strathclyde Concertos unfail¬ 
ingly on time, he has had to 
announce that the tenth and 
last of them will not be read}' 
for its scheduled first perfor¬ 
mance in May. 

However, the premiere of 
the single-movement Strath¬ 
clyde Concerto No 9. for six 
woodwind instruments and 
string orchestra, took place as 
planned last week. When it 
came to the crucial paint about 
half-way through — where the 
reassuringly theme-and-varia- 
rions-like alternation of quick 
and slow tempi really has to 
give way to something else — 
nails were being bitten in 
suspense. 

Max’s solution, a compara- 


SCO/Davies 
Glasgow City Hall 


lively free neither-fast-nor- 
slow woodwind cadenza fol¬ 
lowed by an accelerating 
multi-layered and multi-col¬ 
oured cadenza for the strings, 
is inspired. The alternation 
resumes, but fragmentarily at 
first and then more purpose¬ 
fully as the work approaches 
its end. 

The other major accom¬ 
plishment of Strathclyde Con¬ 
certo No 9 is that, having 
chosen for starring roles those 
instruments which normally 
have only character parts — 
piccolo, alto flute, cor anglais, 
E flat and bass clarinets, 
double bassoon — the compos¬ 
er has written so resourcefully 
and so intriguingly well for 
them in just about every 
possible combination. 

In the true acoustic of Glas¬ 
gow City Hall, where the 
composer himself conducted 
the excellent SCO woodwind 
soloists and strings, the con¬ 
trapuntal scoring was as en¬ 
gaging for its bold ingenuity 
as for its considerable melodic 
interest If some risks in the 
scoring at extremes of the inst¬ 
rumental range do hot come 
off. they were worth taking. 

Gerald Larner 
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Naked soul Jim McCue on the enigmatic poet of the Thirties, whose verse marked the passing of a w ay of Ife 

in torment H Inside the 

hollow man 


N 


athing but a naked 
soul. How' fright- 
ening. ,M said the critic 
Mark Slonim. “The concentra¬ 
tion of all female hysterias.” 
concluded Boris PatemakThe 
best critical minds of the day 
understood Marina Tsve* 
taeva’s talent, but both men 
and women jibbed at her 
character. Her uncompromis¬ 
ing “spiritual" demands de¬ 
voured friends and family. 
The creative demiurge sharp¬ 
ened every last personal expe¬ 
rience into poetic stilettos 
delivered with astonishing 
verbal force. Political adver¬ 
saries accused her of tactless¬ 
ness and wild distortions of 
the language. She is great to us 
today, but also one of the most 
vilified figures in 20th-century 
Russian literature. 

Two biographies have re¬ 
cently appeared in English. 



Tsvetaeva: rediscovered 

but Maria Razumovsky has 
trawled new sources, particu¬ 
larly post-Soviet ones. Her 
achievement is to unite the 
poet's abject existence with the 
agony of divided Russia. 

'Tsvetaeva. bom In 1892 into 
a family of conservative mon¬ 
archists. inherited her pass¬ 
ionate possessiveness from her 
half-German mother. A mo¬ 
rose and introspective girl, she 
struck a pose at 17 by wearing 
a cassock and carrying a 
satchel. Words constantly 
filled her ears with what was 
already famously aural poet¬ 
ry. She married a sickly youth. 
Sergei Efron, whose Jewish 
family had long connections 


Lesley 

Chamberlain 

MARINA 
TSVETAEVA 
By Maria Razumovsky 

Bloodaxe, £30 

with revolution, but Efron 
fought eomrarily as a White 
officer in the Civil War. 

Tsvetaeva left Russia 
hungry and impoverished in 
1922, a dead child behind her, 
and landed in Berlin, where 
Vladimir Nabokov and other 
Russian refugee writers and 
intellectuals were their con¬ 
temporaries. After Efron fled 
to Masaiyk's Czechoslovakia. 
Tsvetaeva and their daughter 
joined him there. 

She became bard to the 
White Russians, just as 
Mayakovsky was to the Reds. 
Her work written in near¬ 
slum conditions in the West 
helped establish that tradition 
of emigre literature' which 
native Russians are rediscov¬ 
ering. The wretched cycle of 
national literary life which 
Tsvetaeva's fate embodied is 
complete. The element of rec- 
ondliatjon evidently delights 
Razumovsky. herself bom in 
exile of an old noble family, 
immortalised in Beethoven’s 
Razumovsky Quartets. 

Later in’ Paris Efron re¬ 
versed his loyalties secretly to 
become an NKVD agent, and. 
on new evidence presented 
here, was at least an accessory 
to political assassination. Both 
Efron and his wife were 
suspect in the Russian Emigre 
communities, though Tsvet¬ 
aeva knew neither of her 
husband's activities nor any 
allegiance beyond poetry. 

When Efron fled to Moscow, 
and Hitler invaded her old 
refuge Czechoslovakia, his 
outcast wife followed. Soon 
after Efron was arrested (and 
later shot), she hanged herself. 
NKVD pressure pushed her 
where her broken reed in¬ 
clined. Her son died in the 
war. but a daughter lived on to 
publish her mother's manu¬ 
scripts and vital memoirs. 
Maria Razumovsky's book tes¬ 
tifies to the kind of committed 
literary activity which has kept 
the Russian spirit alive 
through a century of chaos. 


Eternal teenager 


THE INIMITABLE Hammer 
Horovitz hallmark is evident 
throughout this slim volume, 
his first collection for some 15 
years. You see. Horovitz warns 
it) say everything, the myriad 
mindbosgfings that matter to 
him. to let us know just where 
he stands. To this end he takes 
pains and makes words work 
hard. He puts them in places 
and in an order we don’t 
expect. 

And so every page bears 
scrutiny. And in his “.After¬ 
word: notes on my work as a 
poet, performer and arts cir¬ 
cus ringmaster", he tells us 
that he hopes to “bring togeth¬ 
er pre*Renaissance inspiration 
with contemporary facts". 
This is veritable plainspeak 
alongside some of his other 
afterwords.Try these: “But old 
Jewry continued to inform the 
imagery that burgeoned from 
the apparently infinite planta¬ 
tions of reference inter- 
pollenating." 

Not unlike his tougher 
American counterpart Gins¬ 
berg. Horovitz. who has vi¬ 
sions both innocent and wise, 
w rites as if his bardic Blakean 
bludgeoning in the style of 
"The international wisdom 
school/Could save the Hu¬ 
man Race." 

But alas, there is something 
about his method that may 
distance him from those he 
most wants to save. Highly 
suggestive though his “word- 
sounds” are as soundbites, it is 
the syntactic disarray in which 
they are set that "frequently 
. renders them meaningless. 
There is something of the self- 
regarding and tortured yet 
joyfiiled child-teenager in all 
this: gotta say it all. gotta, 
somehow, anyhow — splash 
the page with my rage. 

You get the feeling that most 
of these poems would work 
better “in performance". Up 
there on stage, doing it with 
his kazoo, is where Horovitz 


likes to be. For example, his 
"Postcard from Ireland 
(sound-poem score for con¬ 
traction or extension). — Hom¬ 
age to Joyce and Schw itters", a 
20-page verbal derangement 
on paper, might be meaning¬ 
fully brilliant'In performance 
— “with improvised or illegi¬ 
ble noises” to help it along. 
Scrawled across the page at 
dizzying angles, it is hard to 
appreciate while sitting at 
home with your slippers on. 

Meanwhile, to remind us 
where he stands in relation to 
more conventional poetry, 
Horovitz offers this “in memi>- 
riam" for Philip Larkin: “A 
lonely librarian in Hull / 
Found his life increasingly 

Matt Holland 


WORDSOUNDS & 
SIGHTLTNES 
New & Selected Poems 
By Michael Horovitz 

Sinclair-Sievenson . £6.99 
paperback original 


dull: / In poems and 
letters / He unbound his 
heart’s fetters / .And now lit. 
mobs feed on his skull." 

There are a good number of 
other anti-establishment lines 
in this collection but not many 
of them are rhymed ana 
reasoned like this, in plain 
English. For the most part 
even his tamest versifying is 
peppered with crazy com¬ 
pounds FMarionbird”) and 
near neologisms (“macro- 
man trie”). 

This frolicsome and inven¬ 
tive use of language signals 
the longing in Horovitz to be 
both poet propagandist and 
lamenting lover oF life, one of 
today’s self-styled “bardic 
troubadors" out to cry his 
message loud across En¬ 
gland’s green and pleasant 
land. Are you listening? 
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Louis MacNeice closer to the ordinaiy Londoner than Spender, Auden. Eliot or Pound 


emi-facenously in Autumn Jour¬ 
nal. his poetic calendar of the 
year of appeasement, 1938. Louis 
_MacNeice wrote of “the coward¬ 
ice of my convictions". He was thinking 
along Yeatsian lines: 

The best lack all conviction, while the 

worst 

Are full of passionate intensity. 

Instead — as he said of Walter Pater — 
MacNeice “had the courage of his 
perceptions", but he did lack something 
like a poetic core. He hasn't a principal 
focus or theme or hobby-horse, and his 
work has no obvious parabola. He had, 
though, a superb verbal knack — for 
coinages he could take on the Royal 
Mint — allied to wide curiosity, assur¬ 
ance. intellectual integrity and formida¬ 
ble intelligence (endorsed by a double 
first in Greats). 

He was at Marlborough with the 
aesthencai Anthony Blunt (already 
full of passionate intensity) and John 
Betjeman, and at Oxford with Auden 
and Spender yet while thoroughly 

in the swim, he_ 

better mistrusted 
the Thirties’ preten¬ 
sions and mani¬ 
festos than most of 
his generation. 

Son of a rector, 

later bishop, in the Church of Ireland, 
and of a mother whose death when he 
was seven caused him lifelong guilt, 
MacNeice can never have felt securely 
loved as a child, and seems not to have 
found fully-fledged adult love either. 

In an anguished letter to John Hilton 
before his premarure first marriage, he 
writes of being neglected at home from 
age five or six. In place of his mother he 
remembered “a hopelessly uneducated 
woman - and then “a worthless zany or 
two; 1 think for several years I never had 
my teeth washed. As for my father, he 
loomed about the house & hardly ever 
spoke to us." He also describes his 
Down’s syndrome brother. Willie, refer¬ 
ring repeatedly to “it" — not so much a 
person as a family shame or problem. 

Not surprisingly, he was relieved to be 
sent to boarding school in England. 
There the rules were clear, and he set 
about succeeding. But a school can’t 
provide what every child needs: some¬ 
body who thinks he's utterly bloody 
marvellous. As he says in that crucial 
letter of 1929: “I became in a strange way 
hollow", and although he believed he 
was “filling up again now", his record in 
the sexual shuffle indicates that he never 
found himself filled full. Living “a life of 
episodes", he remained a gregarious 
loner, wandering and searching. 

Nor was he a good father. Abandoned 
by his wife, he parcelled his son out to 
nurses, nannies and family, apparently 
without wandering whether he was 
repeating a panem. When he set out 
across the treacherous Atlantic in 1940 
for a lecture tour, he “made provision" 
against five-year-old Dan being or¬ 
phaned, which Stallworthy unimaginat¬ 
ively calls doing his parental duty. 


LOUIS MacNEICE 

By Jon Staflwortby 

Faber. £30 


The dangerous edge blunted 


Y 


ou can always, as Hum¬ 
bert Humbert re¬ 
marked. count on a 
murderer for a fancy prose 
style. In real life they may be 
pathetic, stupid or impenetra-* 
bly wicked; but in fiction Cain 
now rises and shines with 
polysyllabic brio. It seems the 
perfect post-modern formula: 
on the one hand a murderous 
persona provides quick-mix 
suspense to which the stylist 
has only to add the rich yolk of 
literacy; on the other, self- 
raising verbosity can lift pure 
crime writing into something 
close to literature. Yet it is not 
fail-safe. 

That very unreliable narra¬ 
tor. Morror. first appeared in 
The Book of Evidence, a work 
so lustrous that it is not 
altogether surprising to find 
him re-appearing in Ghosts 
and now in John Danville's 
tenth novel Athena. Morrow’s 
obsession with paintings, 
which provoked his original 
sin of theft and murder, is here 
exploited by a demonic devel¬ 
oper, Morden. who wants him 
to authenticate a cache found 
in a ruined house. 

Seduced by the enigmatic 
“A", Morrow knows that 
crookery is afoot but does 
what is required. The mud¬ 
dled story of his descent into 
fresh hells is punctuated by a 
series of cod-essays on the 
paintings, whose classical sub¬ 
jects. as in “The Draughts¬ 
man’s Contract" bear a kind of 


relation to our 
protagonist’s own 
amorous fixation. 

There is, as 
Morrow might 
say, not one un¬ 
beautiful sentence 
in Athena, bur 
neither is there ■■ 

one of the calibre 
of The Book of Evidence. Too 
much is told, rather than 
shown. “I don’t recall the 
words," remarks Morrow, 


Amanda 

Craig 


ATHENA 
By John Banvflle 

Seeker & IVarburg. 


£15.99 


avoiding dialogue 
wherever pos¬ 
sible. Guilt may. 
as he claims, 
“turn you into an 
earnest clown", 
but when a char¬ 
acter cannot en- 
counter any 
person or situa¬ 
tion without referring to either 
a painter or a Greek legend, 
the joke wears pretty thin. 
Morrow is, of course, meant 



John Banville: better at lust than mythological allusion 


to be a fraud, and the issue of 
forgery, actual and psycholog¬ 
ical. runs throughout this nov¬ 
el. What emerges from pages 
of allusion is not comedy or a 
mental tic but something less 
admirable. 

Furthermore. Banville’s 
self-consciousness about ex¬ 
ploiting conventions (“a lost 
love, a locked room... a will; 
we are in familiar territory") 
flattens the exposition which 
would make a degree of pre¬ 
tentiousness acceptable, In 
such an author, pre-eminent 
even among the flower of Irish 
writing, this looks very like a 
dismaying loss of nerve. 

Where Athena comes alive 
is in its description of the affair 
between Morrow and “A", a 
beauty with a taste for whip¬ 
ping, troilism and general 
deviance. Banville captures 
the particularity of twisted 
lusts with queasy eroticism, 
ideally pinned by his painterly 
eye. Equally good is dying 
Aunt Corky, whose “elasticat¬ 
ed lids" and sharp tongue 
snap with vitality. 

Their descriptions have an 
authenticity which suggests 
that Banville is becoming 
more interested in character 
than in individual states of 
mind. Certainly, the mechan¬ 
ics of a murderer’s conscience 
should now be abandoned. He 
is someone who should be 
read by any devotee of fine 
prose; but in this instance, 
crime does not pay. 


PHILIP MacCann’s writing 
comes bearing praise which 
rings true for only a few of his 
stories. More often than not, 
the energy of his writing 
outdoes itself: he trips up on 
his overloaded prose and his 
odd. angular approaches to 


In the urban valley of shadows 
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description. The characters 
are no more than shadows 
designed to bounce off the 
backdrop of urban depravity. 

The title story, with its naive 
optimism, is the exception. 
The narrator of "The Miracle 
Shed" talks in hallowed tones 
of a distant summer when he 
and his friends were wild and 
free in an English seaside 
town. As the narrator puts iL 
“There was Cy and me and 
Trace and a small guy called 
Cosmo and a few other vibra¬ 
tions of people who seemed to 


walk through." 

Cy has found a 
disused shed In 
which he is restor¬ 
ing an old Citroen 
2CV. The others 
spend time there 
talking and sam¬ 
pling alternative 
religions. They 
leave the miracle 
shed only to work 
at the fairground, go on mid¬ 
night escapades and make 
love in the toilets of a Burger 
King. They confess their in- 


Albert Read 

THE 

MIRACLE 
SHED 
By Philip 
MacCann 

Faber.£S.99pbk 
original 


nermost secrets 
amid constant de¬ 
clarations that 
this kind of care¬ 
free existence can¬ 
not last “I would 
always keep on 
moving." says the 
narrator, “be¬ 
cause there were 
i ■ just so many 
worlds to love, so 
many lives to live." 

The peculiar charm of “The 
Miracle Shed", however, is 
more difficult to find else¬ 


where; MacCann’s other sto¬ 
ries address themselves to 
more unpalatable facts of life. 
In “Naturally Strange”, the 
adolescent Paul is forced to 
share a bed with his mother. 
MacCann enters the mind of 
the boy who. engaged in the 
single-minded pursuit of his 
girlfriend, ignores his moth¬ 
er’s pleas for help. His mind is 
filled with sexual fantasies 
which he spectacularly fails to 
translate into reality. 

Pervading the story is the 
sense of degradation and pov¬ 


erty — the council estates that 
stink of urine, the mother 
lying drunk on the floor — that 
occupies much of the book. In 
“The Dark Hour", a 14-year- 
old boy is picked up in a 
games arcade by an older man 
whose offer of a job he accepts 
tecause he needs money for 
the arcade. He is taken to an 
apartment where he experi¬ 
ences a tawdry sexual awak¬ 
ening. At the end. the boy 
laughs it off—almost indiffer¬ 
ent And it is the relentless 
negativity arising from the 
indifference of MacCann him¬ 
self that eventually leaves (he 
reader reluctant to endure his 
disturbing, disturbed world. 
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Poetic not familial sensibility was 
MacNeice’s nature, and he lever 
unlearnt it “Language can be used 
either scientifically or poetically he 
wrote, “and the latter usei comes ouch 
more naturally to the child and theman 
in the street. Whenever we say £>me- 
thing not merely to record a fact bit to 
record a fact plus and therefore nod i- 
fied bv our emotional reaction to H 
(which will involve mannerism n its 
presentation) we are speaking poetally. 
Nothing, therefore, could be rave 
vicious than the popular legend tret the 
poet is a species distinct fron the 
ordinaiy man..." So his misadlaieaus 
poems are occasional, because occa¬ 
sioned by what happened to him, daces 
he lived or visited or was sent, by lirths. 
deaths, loving, drinking. At best thy are 
lively, rhythmical and alliterative with 
a wry eye for detail: 

It’s no go ihe Government grants. iE 

no go the eletion. 

Sit on your arse for fifty years and 

hang your hat on a pesion. 

_ As Stallworthy 

writes. MacS rice's 
is the voice “of a 
man talking a men 
and women and 
— children", aid his 
facility with ,-peech 
made him sought after as a writr and 
producer for radio. After a stint leturing 
in classics at Birmingham University 
and Bedford College, and after a trip 
with Auden to research Letter, from 
Iceland and another to Spain — fccause 
one had to go—he was lured to tie BBC 
in 1941 and stayed for 20 years. 

With William Empson, Geoce Or¬ 
well and Dylan Thomas workin. there 
during the war, the BBC was a test of 
singing birds, but even radio scipts as 
well received as The Dark Towr and 
Christopher Columbus are peoliarfy 
dead when no longer live. Stall/orthy 
has a problem with MacNeice! later 
years (which may explain why tfure has 
been no frill biography before) Love 
affairs and broadcasts have t) be 
summarised, but mean little to those 
who didn't experience them. MaNeice 
did his share of literary hack-pading— 
his journalism rarely achieves thi great 
insight — and was never to reepture 
that purpose he had when sumnng up 
a way of life which seemed to be oming 
to a dose. 

But if this biography adds tide to 
the record of a hyperdocumentd era, 
irritates by misusing pronouns and 
disappoints in not discovering a mssing 
piece of the enigma, it should ar least 
send readers again to Autumn Jo.mal. 
For there frets a dvilisarion in JI its 
essentials and incidentals — the at. the 
slogans, die cliches and die monurents; 
cocker spaniels, housewives, aderris- 
ing; the North Circular and the fredom 
of die press. There is the essntial 
MacNeice: much doser to the orcnary 
apprehensive Londoner than the lofty 
Spender, the wilfully difficult Auda the 
esoteric Eliot and found. 
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enjoys the first part of a new life of Disraeli, but asks whether this was the right moment to celebrate his populism 


J rEjSS^* , reassess ment or 
Disraeli s early life and career 

bi0graph - v of 

n “ usualprime 
L Since Robert 
JX te * m agistenal life of 1966 
foUowmg Sarah Bradford in Sw 
and Stanley Weintraub in 1993. In 

Sft ^5 first °* volumes 
Ridley does not attempt a new’ 

^ fall of 
SL 1 ? 4 ^- Unilk£ Blake. She 
do« not look at the young man 

from the pinnacle of achievement 
put .conscientiously follows his 
but less than heroic 
youthhd Qounderings. If a some¬ 
what brittle Disraeli emerges 
leaving one longing for Blake’s 
authorial certainty, it is partly 
because Disraeli as a voting man 
was. m Ridley’S account, as'much 
wiU-o’-difr-wisp as genius and as 
much depressively neuroiic as 
confident of his destiny. 

Disraeli was bom in 1804 into a 
prosperous Sephardic family, well 
connected both in the London 
literary world and in the inter- 
connoted family web of the Anglo- 
Jewsh elite. Baptised an Anglican 
jn 1817 — which allowed him to 
pursue a Parliamentary career 
dosed to Jews for another 40 years 
— he was, Blake wrote severely. 


Novelist reinvented as a statesman 


THE YOUNG DISRAELI 
1804-1846 
By Jane Ridley 
Sindair-Sievenson. £30 

“neither as humble nor as alien as 
some people believed". 

But Ridley stresses Disraeli's 
tortured ambivalence towards his 
Jewishness; and boih the tactics of 
his political enemies and his own 
vulgarly excessive snobbery con¬ 
firm that being a Jew was a major 
obstacle io self-esteem and success. 
Disraeli found a typically brilliant 
and perverse solution to this 
handicap: the “discovery” of a 
Sephardic ancestry that elevated 
him above even rhe dukes he so 
assiduously cultivated, and allow¬ 
ed his championing of the landed 
interest and the Anglican Church 
io appear entirely natural. 

Nonetheless. ’ his Jewishness 
continues to puzzle. Ridley does 
not explore either Disraeli’s place 
in Anglo-Jewry or changing sodal 
attitudes towards the Jews. Work 
on these issues is beginning io 


appear — most notably David 
Feldman's Englishmen and Jews. 
Perhaps Ridley's next volume will 
answer several tantalising ques¬ 
tions: in particular, did Disraeli 
overcome his ethnic handicap by 
his brilliance as a performer and 
practical politician, or did he 
benefit from a change in the nature 
of Jewish identity or a change in 
the perception of Jews? And was 
his seemingly easy squaring of 
membership of an internationalist 
elite and the ruthless pursuit of 
British national interests — “real 
politics” as one of his own charac¬ 
ters called it — an individual 
accomplishment or on elision easi¬ 
ly made in Anglo-Jewry? Disraeli 
was our only Jewish Prime Minis¬ 
ter, and the questions why and 
how are still under-answered. 

He was also our only seriously 
literary Prime Minister, producing 
a whole string of novels, tracts and 
pamphlets before he “climbed to 
the top of the greasy pole" in 1S6S, 
and two more novels. Lothairand 
Endymion, while out of office in 
1870 and 1880. Ridley, sanctioned 
by Disraeli's frank admission that 



Disraeli in 1352. by Grant 


his early novels were thinlv dis¬ 
guised autobiography, mines them 
more thoroughly than Blake. In 
her exegesis is the core of her 
argument: that Disraeli's own 
early political manoeuvring:,, run¬ 
ning the gamut of Tory attitudes 
and reflected in the novels, show 
an underlying populism that was 


played out in his subsequent 
career. In the novels’ inventiveness 
she finds an explanation of his 
later parliamentary success, con¬ 
cluding that "in Parliament he 
applied his novelist's skills to the 
invention of personalities”. 

Novels, though, are honey-pots 
in which the most wary biogra¬ 
phers are likely to become stud:. In 
the case of Disraeli, who was both 
invented by and invented himself 
through literature, the pot is 
especially deep. In the first place, 
Disraeli may have found himself 
rather than put himself in his 
books. Using the accepted conven¬ 
tions of the society novel of the day. 
he created heroes, actions and 
beliefs that perhaps only at the 
moment of writing did he discover 
referred to himself. 

Secondly, the language of the 
early Victorian novel Is peculiarly 
opaque and so inflated and self- 
admiring that ir often seems to 
reflect itself rather than its subject 
or author. Despite succumbing to 
these pitfalls, though. Ridley does 
plausibly suggest that Disraeli's 
quicksilver imagination allowed 


him to make from himself and his 
political opponents personae 
which with his masterly rhetorical 
skills he could create or shatter 
with an appearance of utter convic¬ 
tion. This meant that when the 
time came, he could at once 
destroy Feel's authority in Parlia¬ 
ment and claim with apparent 
sincerity that he had never asked 
him for a job. 

R idley's stress on Disraeli's 
Jewishness, his mental in¬ 
stability — she dwells at 
length on a "nervous breakdown” 
of JS26-30. which Blake describes 
only as “despondency" — his debts 
and his womanising, together with 
the vantage point of striving youth 
rather than statesmanlike ’gran¬ 
deur, throws into relief the extraor¬ 
dinary nature of his success. 

For here was a man who was 
and did almost everything the 
English upper classes despised. 
Besides his ethnicity and his 
novels, he was a debtor who lied to 
and cheated on his friends; he 
married a woman of indifferent 
social standing and extraordinary 


manners: and on top of that was 
decidedly effeminate. He was an 
alumnus of no great public school, 
no great university and definitely 
no regimenL Ridley's book shows 
clearly that overcoming these diffi¬ 
culties was, in the words of the 
Prime Minister perhaps the least 
like Disraeli, a close run thing. 
Her next volume must reveal 
exactly how the practical politician 
and man of iron will achieved it. 

One more puzde remains. Why 
write on Disraeli now? His unpop¬ 
ularity in academic circles might 
make one feel that he is due for a 
serious revival. But this does not 
wash in commercial terms, espe¬ 
cially since the field is so crowded 
and Blake's life so comprehensive. 
Offering readers an ancestry of a 
Tory populism that seems, for the 
moment at least, anathema, is at 
best a hubris worthy of Disraeli 
himself, at worst a bad misreading 
of the public mood. For which 
reader will fail to discern beneath 
Ridley's admiration of her subject, 
the image of another great leader 
who, like him. conceived that her 
party should "ride into power on 
the shoulders or the mob"? 

Stella Tillvard’s Aristocrats will be 
published in Vintage paperback 
next month. 


The Dead Sea dynamite 


T he commonplace sto¬ 
ry about the prove¬ 
nance of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls is of a shep¬ 
herd boy wandering in the 
area of Khirget Qumran in 
early 1947, who idly threw a 
stone into a cave, expecting to 
hear the stone hit rock. In¬ 
stead. he heard something 
breaking, became frightened, 
ran away and returned with 
his friend to discover the 
decaying scrolls in long jars 
embedded in the cave floor. 

Like so much about the 
scrolls, this account is largely 
mythical. Nearer the truth is 
that three cousins from the 
Taamireh tribe had gone with 
their flocks towards the Dead 
Sea. Two were adults: only one 
was the so-called Bedouin boy. 
One of the adults threw the 
stone deliberately because he 
had seen an opening in the 
cliff face, for by the late 1940s 
the Taamireh were regularly 
in the business of finding and 
selling ancient artifacts. 

In this account SUberman 
tries to demythdogise the 
. Dead Sea Scrolls 
^pStory. He is only 
partially success- 
- ful,' b^ause of 
his own lade of 
expertise. He 
wriuld not daim 
to bea Dead Sea 
Scrolls scholar, 
and regards with 
an impressive 
detachment most 
scholarly claims^ 

But sometimes 
his lack of critical 
ability, both lin- : 

guisticaUy and 
historically, leads him to trust 
his friends too much. 

Nevertheless, he tells a stir¬ 
ring tale, of devious machina¬ 
tions of scholarly interpret¬ 
ations made in the light of 
passionately held religious be¬ 
lief, rather than scientific ana¬ 
lysis, and of a battle to get the 
texts of the strolls open to the 
public, or at least the academic 
community. 

The .original Dead Sea 
Scrolls passed through a vari¬ 
ety of middlemen into the 
- hands Of the Israeli authorities 
— on • the one hand, via 
Professor Sukenik (father of 
the famous Israeli soldier and 
archaeologist Yigal Yadin). 
and the Jordanian authorities 
on the other. From 1948, the 
caves at Qumran. and the 
$ surrouading area, were in 
Jordanian hands. The Jorda¬ 
nian fragments were far great¬ 
er in quantity, and as 
important historically as the 
ones in Israeli hands, while 
most were being found and 
brought to the international 
team of scholars in Jerusalem 
under Jordanian rule. 

The team consisted of a 
a bright-eyed Oxford scholar, 
John StrugneU (who in a 1990 
interview later described him¬ 
self asan “anti-Judaist” and 
argued that all Jews should 
convert to Christianity,) the 
Dominican father Roland de 


Julia 

Neuberger * 

THE HIDDEN 
SCROLLS 
Christianity, 
Judaism and die. 

War for the 
Dead Sea Scrolls 
By Neil Asher 
SOberman 
Heinemann, £16.99 


Vaux. the Polish Abbe Milik, 
and a Few others. They worked 
incredibly slowly, parcelling 
out texts to the team, and a few- 
chosen doctoral students, and 
treating the material — so 
Silberman alleges — as their 
own personal property. This 
led to the campaign by 
Hershel Shanks, editor of the 
influential Biblical Archaeol¬ 
ogy Review . to publish accusa¬ 
tions against the team, and 
ultimately to publish material 
others said was copyright 

Meanwhile, other scholars, 
such as Geza Vermes, well- 
known in the field of Qumran 
studies and the inter- 
testamental period, had writ¬ 
ten of the lack of courage of 
many scholars when faced 
withthe discovery of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls: .. the jubilation 
was more apparent titan real 
.. most established authori¬ 
ties opted for a wait-and-see 
altitude...” 

Few dared interpret The 
international team was left to 
ponder slowly. They dated the 
scrolls at the second century 
BC put together 
by tiie Essene 
community liv¬ 
ing as monks in 
the desert Yet 
what if they had 
been later reclus¬ 
es? What if they 
were first centu¬ 
ry BC and later 
still, refugees 
from the Roman 
victory over the 
Jews and the de¬ 
stroyers of the 
— Temple in 
AD 70? What if 
the international team had got 
it wrong by refusing to counte¬ 
nance the idea that these were 
real rebels, telling of their 
passionate revolt against the 
Romans, with real hope of an 
imminent Messiah? 

Silberman argues the case 
somewhat unconvincingly. 
But he is right about limited 
access destroying public de¬ 
bate, about fimtiy held reli¬ 
gious and political attitudes 
restricting discussion, and 
many scholars being denied 
legitimate access to the scrolls. 
He is also convincing when he 
argues that these scrolls are 
more likely to be written by 
people actually involved in 
revolt, who truly believe in 
imminent destruction, than by 

a group of pious Essene 
monks who had no contact 
with the outside world. 

But who is right or wrong is 
less important than the debate 
itself. This volume is a plea for 
academic freedom, for equal 
access. It is a plea for publica- 
tion. now finally well on the 
way nearly 50 years on. And it 
is a plea for recognition of the 
intensity of messianic fervour 
in these writings. Silberman's 
account of the Scrolls' slow 
journey to the public arena, 
and his plea for their message 
to be read without religious 
preconceptions, deserve a seri¬ 
ous hearing. 
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Masada by the Dead Sea. scene of mass suicide in AD 73. from A Day in the Life of Israel (HarperCoIlins, £30) 


AS SOON as the votes are 
fl counted from one election, 
thoughtful politicians begin 
campaigning for the next. This 
■ Parliament is now half way 
through its non-stop election 
campaign. Politicians narural- 
s ly suggest that the result of the 
next contest will be vital for the 
country's welfare. Yet Richard 
i Rose and Phillip Davies sug¬ 
gest that the scope for chang¬ 
ing the direction of govern¬ 
ment policy is limited. 

The reason for this is not 
that politicians have a propen¬ 
sity to sell-out on their behefs. 
It is. rather, that existing 
government expenditure is set 
ft, in stone. This simple fact, little 
understood but mightily ere 
ective, governs fhe eontmujQ' 
of policies irrespective of who 
wins a particular election. 


How Mr Attlee still rules us 


In 1990, almost three-quar¬ 
ters of public expenditure 
went to finance policy commit¬ 
ments made before 1939. whi le 
89 per cent of all expenditure 
in Mrs Thatcher’s last year 
was enacted by her pre*feces- 
sors. including Clement Attlee 
and Neville Chamberlain. In¬ 
deed five-sixths of the pn> 
grammes that the 1WS 
Parliament mhenied re¬ 
mained intact after 

Thatcherhadbeenunceremo- 

n, wfthoufSpiicitly saying® 

Ruse and Davies have forma- 
tend the four laws of the ae» 
millennium politics. Firstly. 


Frank Field 


INHERITANCE IN PUBLIC POLICY 
Change without choice in Britain 
By Richard Rose and Phillip L Davies 

Yale University Freis, £ 19.95 


the decisions of past politi¬ 
cians. most now dead, will 
impose severe budgetary con¬ 
straints on an incoming radi¬ 
cal government. Secondly, 
existing programmes have a 
dynamic quality which de¬ 
vours an increasing share of 
any budgetary income. Third¬ 
ly, governments are limited by 


the weight of existing laws — 
around 3,000 of them. Fourth¬ 
ly. while politicians see their 
role as one of making choices, 
the foil force of budgetary 
policy pushes towards main¬ 
taining continuity. 

What lessons should Tony 
Blair draw from this, apart 
from ensuring that all his staff 


have read the Rose/Davies 
treatise? Two moves are cru¬ 
cial for underpinning success¬ 
ful radical government. 

The first is to plan the 
reform programme within the 
severe budgetary constraints 
which past governments place 
on any new administration. 
This means that Labour must 
choose a very limited number 
of reforms, and only those 
which will have maximum 
impact The advantage of re¬ 
forms which aim to 
universalise private provision 
— for example, by making 
private pension contributions 
from employers as well as 


employees compulsory — be¬ 
comes more relevant. 

The second lesson is to link 
any tax increase to four or five 
specific reforms on which the 
party seeks election. Within 
this framework it will be wise 
to limit the impact of any fax 
increases to those who are best 
able to bear them. As the top 
one per cent of tax payers 
gained over a third of all tax 
cuts under the Tories, Labour 
should consider imposing a 
levy on this group, earmark¬ 
ing the funds to specific elec¬ 
tion pledges. Only in this way 
can the forces for contimiiy 
which are highlighted in this 
pathfinding book be effect¬ 
ively countered. 

Frank Field is Labour MP for 
Birkenhead 


What’s up in doctoring 


THE PREVIOUS edition of 
this work was twice as long, in 
two volumes and more costly. 
It is described in ihe preface to 
this revised edition as "not 
having been entirely appropri¬ 
ate for the intelligent reading 
public and a general medical 
audience". 

The new version has been 
slimmed down by Lord Wal¬ 
ton of Detchant and his edito¬ 
rial team, and they might have 
wielded their blue pencils even 
more vigorously with some 
contributors. But a number of 
gems are scattered throughout 
this volume of dictionary defi¬ 
nitions. potted biographies 
and textbook-style exegeses on 
diseases and other medically- 
related subjects. 

The most valuable contribu¬ 
tions are essay-length reviews 
of subjects not readily avail¬ 
able from other sources. All 
those mystified by the recent 
National Health Service re¬ 
forms will find enlightenment 
in the contribution of the 
American health economist. 
Professor Donald Light In 
“Health Care Systems and 
their Financing”, he succinctly 
demonstrates how the NHS 
reforms, with the imposition 
of an internal market in 
health, must be intrinsically 
less efficient than the system 
which it replaced. 


James Le Fanu 

THE OXFORD 
MEDICAL 
COMPANION 
Edited by Jobn Walton, 
Jeremiah A. Barondess 
and Stephen Lock 
OL'P. E-tO 


There is also a w-onderful 
essay by Milton T. Edgerion. 
Professor of Plastic and Facial 
Surgery at the University of 
Virginia. TTiis is full of fasci¬ 
nating details about the early 
origins of plastic surgery in 
India. “Two British physicians 
travelling in India in 1794 
were astonished to witness a 
nasal reconstruction. The 
patient was held on the 
ground by four strong men as 
uie surgeon quickly cut free 
most of the skin from his 
forehead which was then 
turned, folded, and roughly 
shaped into die form of a nose 
before fastening it to the 
scarred skin in the central 
face." 

This contribution concludes 
with the following papal im¬ 
primatur: "in. that it restores 
to perfection that greatest 
work of creation. Man. aes¬ 
thetic surgery is not in contra¬ 
diction to the will of God." 


THE TIMES 

FESTIVAL 
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PENGUIN Books is 60 years old this year. Every Thursday 
over the next six weeks The Times will be publishing excerpts 
from contemporary reviews of novels, published in the 
intervening decades, which have become mainstays of the 
Penguin list. Graham Greene, who had earlier worked as a 
sub-editor and leader-writer on The 77mes. evoked a positive 
response with Brighton Rock: 

f It is. indeed, both horrifying and exciting; and if 
g _ such things do happen in Brighton, even 
occasionally, why, it must be very nearly as wicked 
as London. But this is fiction, and there is no need 
to libel a charming town. One has only to say that Mr. 
Greene has written an interesting novel that is a good 
deal deeper than an adventure story. 

(The Times. August 2S . I93S) 

Two years later. The Times was even more enthusiastic 
about The Power and the Glory: 

Nothing in Mr. Graham Greene's previous work — 
though much of that is admirable — had quite prepared 
us for his accomplishment in The Power and the Glory. 
Before, he would have based an eventful and exciting 
story upon a just appreciation of character, but now. 
though the story is no less exciting, it cannot approach 
for interest the human being Mr. Greene has put at the 
centre of it 

There is no end to the subtleties of thought and feeling 
with which Mr. Greene has endued his hero or to the 
actions that bring out these subtleties in the most telling 
way. Though the book is written in the 
deliberate avoidance of emotion, it starts in the 
reader an irresistible emotion of pity and love. )y 
(The Times. March 8. 1940) 


Don’t miss onr 12-page Festival supplement 

LOOK OUT for ihe 12-page pullout supplement in The rimes next 
Thursday with details of the forthcoming Festival of Fiction. Looking 
at 60 successful years of Penguin publishing, the supplement will 
feature extracts, interviews and competitions as well as a detailed 
itinerary of Festival events taking place around the country. 

There are 8 midweek and weekend events nationwide throughout 
March with more than 40 Penguin authors taking part in debates, 
readings, workshops and signings including William Boyd. 
P.D. James. Penelope Lively and Laurie Lee. 

Everyone attending will go into a FREE PRIZE DRAW to win a 
hamper fell of Penguin goodies each Wednesday and a superb 
COMPAQ PRE5ARIO 460 all-in-one home computer each Saturday. 

For further information about the festival events detailed below please 
telephone 0171-416 3000 and ask for extension 2375. 


EVENTS 

1/3 Pegasus Theatre, Oxford 
4/3 Barbican Centre. London 
8/3 Guildhall. Winchester 
11/3 Tron Theatre. Glasgow 
15/3 Waierstorte's. Canterbury 
18/3 Rqyal Exchange Theatre. 
Manchester 

22/3 Wesley House. Jesus 
College. Cambridge 
25/3 Chapter Arts Centre. 
Cardiff 


Compaq is the 
world's leading 
computer maker 
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James finds 
trek out of 


bounds to 


his liking 


From John Hopkins, golf correspondent 
IN JOHANNESBURG 


THERE were two topics of 
conversation here earlier this 
week. One was the behaviour 
of Winnie Mandela, the es¬ 
tranged wife of the President 
of South Africa. The other was 
the forthcoming rugby union 
World Cup. which locks off in 
Cape Town at the end of May. 

However, the start this 
morning of the Lexington SA 
PGA championship should 
introduce another subject for 
discussion into this sports- 
mad country. The reason is 
that this event, which is being 
held at the Wanderers Club in 
the north of Johannesburg, 
has been incorporated into the 
schedule of the PGA European 
Tour. It is the first joint 
venture between the European 
Tour and the Professional 
Golfers' Association of South 
Africa. 

Do not imagine that geogra¬ 
phy is being rewritten. The 
world is still made up of five 
continents and seven seas as it 


Nick Price, of Zimbabwe, 
heads the latest world 
rankings list with a healthy 
lead over Greg Norman. 


WORLD RANKINGS: I. N P nee IZimi 
2I.CIplS ar.2.0 rtamw 19 5S 3. 
N Ell,la (GBi 16 31; 4, J M CUazabal (5p| 
IS 18. S B Larwer iGcrl » 83 . 6 . E Efc 
iSAl 14 ££ 7. F Couple* (US) 14 43. 0. C 
Montaamene (GB) 12.59: 9. M OwKi 
tJLapani 11 39. 10 C Pavm (US) 10 65. 
II. F2o*ter lUS) 981. 1C. D Frag fSAJ 
323. 13. S BaDeUcras (Spl 8 91. 14. V 
anah fFij?) 8 B6. 15. T Kit? (US) 8 74 


was when we were at school. It 
is just that the European Tour 
knows few geographical 
barriers. 

The European Tour will go 
almost anywhere a tourna¬ 
ment can be staged economi¬ 
cally. where the' sun should 
shine and the courses should 
be in good condition. For 
iastanceT it started this year in 
the Middle East in mid- 
January and then flew on to 
the Philippines in the Far 
East. Next year, so rumour 
has it, events in Argentina will 
be on the scheduled 

'This joint venture will pro¬ 
vide spectators with an oppor¬ 
tunity to watch Europe's finest 
players." Brent Chalmers, the 
executive director of the South 
African PGA. said. It would if 
they had bothered to come. 
The 67 who have anived are 
far from being the finest, 
although Ernie Els and Mark 



James: partnering Els 


McNulty are here, as they 
should be, since this is either 
the country or the continent of 
their birth. Vijay Singh is also 
here and so is David Frost, 
who lives and plays almost all 
his golf in the United States 
and is the defending 
champion. 

One reason why so few of 
the leading players have cho¬ 
sen to attend is that, though 
the prize-money may be high 
by local standards, it is small 
by the standards of European 
golfers. The total purse is little 
more than £250.000 and the 
first prize is just under 
£40.000. 

Amid all the young South 
Africans. Australians and Eu¬ 
ropeans eager to gain experi¬ 
ence at a relatively low-key 
event is Mark Janies, the 
Ryder Cup player. James is an 
eminence grise in that he has 
always been eminent and he is 
now going grey. 

“I like it here." James said as 
he sat in the sunshine halfway 
through his round in the pro- 
am. awaiting his tum to drive 
at the 10th. T like the people, 
the places, the weather. I have 
been coming here every year 
since I first turned pro in 1976. 
The pound to the rand ex¬ 
change rate was about one to 
one then. Now it's five rand to 
the pound. It's very cheap 
here. 

“Altitude makes a difference 
to the way the ball flies. If you 
flight it correctly up here you 
can hit it a very long way. 
Wayne Westner and Retief 
Goosen are two good exam¬ 
ples. They can hit the ball 
miles over here. In Britain, we 
tend to flight the ball different¬ 
ly. Generally, we want the ball 
to come down quickly out of 
the wind. 

“I am surprised more play¬ 
ers don't come," James contin¬ 
ued. “Once you have got here 
the expenses are comparable 
to Europe. It is difficult to find 
good practice facilities in 
Europe at this time of the year 
because of the uncertainty of 
the weather. The practice 
ground here is a former polo 
field. Seems appropriate for a 
country where they like their 
sport" 

Whether in Europe, the 
United States or Africa, James 
is baffled by putting surfaces. 
He and his putter are often far 
from the best of friends. “The 
greens are good and quick 
here," he said. 

“They have a bit of grain 
and are difficult to read. They 
combine speed, nap and slope 
and you rarely get all three at 
home. Of course, greens are a 
complete mystery to me. Al¬ 
ways have been and always 
will be." 

James has the pleasure of 
partnering Els in the first 
round today. They will play 
with Hendrik Buhrmann, 
who joins Els in the South 
African team against Austral¬ 
asia in the Alfred Dun hill 
Challenge at Houghton here 
next week. “Ernie has asked 
me not to outdrive him by 
more than 20 yards," James 
said, as drily as ever. 


informative: 


With effect from 17 February 1995 the following 
rates will apply: 


Mortgage Rate 


From To 

Loans up to £49,999 8.09% pa 8.34% pa 

Loans of £50,000 and above 

agreed after 8 July 1991 7.94% pa 8.19%pa 

Mortgage and Home Improvement Loan agreements 
will be varied accordingly. 


Equity Release Loan 


If a mortgage is held with First Direct or no other 
mortgage is outstanding on your property. 

From To 


Loans of £3,000 to £49,999 8.09% pa 8-34% pa 




Loans of £50,000 and above 7.94% pa 8.19% pa 


If a mortgage i$ held which is not with First Direct 
All loans 10.09% pa 10.34% pa 
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Logan confident tide has turned for Scots 
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Mark Souster meets a 


young player making 


financial sacrifices 


to play for his country 


I t is a sign of the changing 
times in Scottish rugby 
that, at the age of 22 and 
with a mere dozen caps, 
Kenny Logan will be one of 
his country’s most experi¬ 
enced players at Parc des 
Princes on Saturday. Logan 
doubts, though, that he will be 
overawed by the occasion, his 
first appearance in Paris, or 
the burden of responsibility. 

During the past two years 
the Scotland wing has had to 
get used to taking charge. His 
father’s death in 1992 left 
Kenny, the youngest of three 
brothers, running the family 
daily farm which nestles in 
the shadow of the Ochil Hills 
outside Stirling, beneath the 
monument to one of Scot¬ 
land’s heroes, William 
Wallace. 

Self-confidence, even a 
tough of arrogance, are a 
large part of the Logan make¬ 
up, but he insists that should 
not be mistaken for self- 
importance. "I am a confident 
person," he said. “To be a top- 
dass international rugby 
player, which I hope I'm 
becoming, you have to be. Just 
look at David Campese or 
Jeremy Guscott. They have 
that something special. Andy 
Irvine was another. He could 
win or lose a game in a second 
but be wasn’t afraid to try 
things." 

Logan is beginning to reap 
the rewards of success on the 
rugby field. He had just taken 
delivery of a sponsored car 
worth £20.000 and his easy 
nature and dean-cut looks 
mean he's often in demand for 
personal appearances. But 
there is a price to be paid. 

Logan is no gentleman 
farmer, more in the tradition 
of other Scottish internation¬ 
als, such as John Jeffrey, who 
work hard to earn a living 
from the land. 

"The farm is running an 
overdraft because we have to 
pay a replacement for me for 
most of the time.” he said. 
“The business could be doing 
much better if 1 was around 
more. I’m just lucky I can take 
time off. I play rugby for 
Scotland for the honour and 
the pride. But it is a struggle 
for the farm." 
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Logan, a working farmer, believes the ground has been prepared for a successful international harvest 


As a youngster, Logan was 
such a promising goalkeeper 
that he had overtures from 
Hearts and Dundee United. 
But coming from a rugby 
family, there really was no 
choice about the sport he 
would make his first choice. 

After a spell as a front-row 
forward, he graduated to full 
back before moving to the left- 
wing berth he has made his 
own for Scotland His one 
setback in an otherwise 
smooth path to representative 
rugby came when he failed to 
make the under-15 side after 
what he thought was an 
impressive (rial. 

“Looking back, it was prob¬ 
ably the best thing that ever 
happened to me. It made me 
determined to get back and 
play for Scotland and realise 
you can't take things for 


Five Nations- 



Championship 


granted." Logan, the first 
player from his dub. Stirling 
County, to be capped is 
thankful that his father. 
James, lived to see him make 
his debut against Australia in 
1992. But he had to wait more 
than two years and another 
nine caps before his firsr taste 
of victory, against Canada last 


month. For his emergence 
coincided with one of the 
bleakest periods in Scotland’s 
fortune and for the first and 
probably only time. Logan 
started to question his own 
ability. 

“1 was hurting because 1 
knew I hadn't been able to 
show my true potential. I was 
starting to think. ‘Am I good 
enough to play at this level? 
But I knew that if I continued 
thinking like that I would 
never get anywhere." 

Now that the tide is begin¬ 
ning to turn, Logan is a more 
mature player, his natural 
impetuosity channelled to¬ 
wards the greater good of the 
team. There is a new spirit in 
the Scotland sauad after two 


successive wins. 

If Scotland return from 
Paris with a bad result, Logan 


hopes that it wifi not lead to 
wholesale changes. “It is a 
new era. It took me ten games 
before I started to show 
people what I could do- That 
was against South Africa, 
when 1 really felt I came of 
age. Scotland stuck by me. I 
hope they do with people like 
Gregor [Townsend! and Craig 
{Joiner] whoVe been criticised 
recently." 

The fad that Scotland have 
been written off by many 
people, former players 
included, only hardens his 
resolve. “To beat the French 
you've got to run at them, 
especially in the first 20 min¬ 
utes, to show them you'll put 
up a fight. 

“Of course we can won. 
Gavin (Hastings] is bade to 
his best and he's pulling 
everyone through with him." 


Wales call 
in Taylor 
as injury 
forces ( 
out Hall 


By David Hands 
rugby correspondent 


WALES lost one of their most 
experienced players yesterday 
when Mike Hall withdrew 
from the five nations' champ¬ 
ionship match with England 
at Cardiff Arms Park on 
Saturday. Any lingering hope 
that the Cardiff centre might 

recover from a broken rib was 
dashed by a further X-ray. 

Hall, 29 and with 37 caps to 
his credit, will be replaced by 
the young Pontypool player. 
Mark Taylor, who partnered 
him against South Africa and 
France. . 

Taylor, though a similar 
height at 6ft lin. is 2st lighter 
than Hall and, at 21, is still 
finding his feet in internation¬ 
al rugby; he won his place 
initially when Nigel Davies 
was injured and now partners 
the Llanelli centre. He has 
trained with the squad since 
doubt was cast on. Hall's 
participation. ■■i i 

Even while the Welsh selec¬ 
tors were adjusting to this 
latest injury bTow. Jack 
Rowell, the England manager, 
was praising the potential of 
the Welsh back division as his 
players gathered for training 
at Bath University. Hall’s 
absence is unlikely to change 
the Welsh approach and they 
will be relieved that John 
Davies, the Neath prop, has 
recovered from a bade strain. 

Ben Clarke, the England 
flanker, has thrown off an 
ankle injury collected in the 
victory over France. “What 
England have done so far this 
season is get rid of the up-and- 
down nature of past perfor¬ 
mances,” Rowell said. “I hope 
we are on the upward curve. 
We need to be. 

“The very least Cardiff will 
be is a step forward. Has this 
England team emerged yet? 
We are finding in the five 
nations what ft's all about 
Against Ireland they put on a 
power display which was not 
traditionally English; in a 
different way, that was true 
against France, too. I expect 
them to do it again but it won’t 
necessarily be easy against 
Wales.” 


French size up 
life after Sella 


David Hands considers how rugby would 


suffer from the loss of flamboyant centres 


T hey called Maurice Prat 
“the welder”, because he 
held together the France 
back division; critics drooled 
over the Boniface brothers and 
a France team without Jo 


Maso was said to be without 
ambition. Philippe Sella was. 
and is, “le saert monstre", but 
bas the next generation of 
France centres been swal¬ 
lowed up in the pursuit of size? 

Since the Second World 
War. France’s midfield play 
has been the envy of the world, 
not merely for its technical 
excellence or its exploration of 
angles, but for its sense of 
adventure, of living on the 
edge. In the days when it took 
five years to accumulate 20 
caps. France centres enjoyed a 
remarkable shelf life; 31 caps 
for Prat in the 
1950s. 48 for Andre 
Boniface in the 
1960s and 35 for 
his brother, Guy; 

47 for Jean-Pierre 
Lux in the 1970s 
and 69 for the re¬ 
markable Roland 
Bertranne. 

All of them have _ 

been outlasted by 
Sella, whose appearance 


‘Sella is one 
of the few 
visionaries 
in the mod¬ 
em game.’ 


don’t think the difference in 
weight is so much of a prob¬ 
lem, so long as you have 
strength in the legs. That’s 
where people like Wul Carling 
score." 

Jeff Butterfield, England's 
leading centre of the 1950s, 
shares Williams’s doubts over 
the skills of the present mid- 
field generation. He sees play¬ 
ers delivering long passes 
which do not draw players out 
of position but emphasise a 
crossfield movement which 
eventually takes players into 
touch. 

“Jeremy Guscott is the 
straightest runner in the five 
nations," he said. “The whole 
essence of back play is run¬ 
ning straight." 

Yet both Williams and 

_ Butterfield share 

an enthusiasm for 
Sella, who has 
locked up a place 
in the national side 
for more than a 
decade. 

Sella, at 5ft llin 
and 13st 61b, has 
been able to adapt 
to a changing 
game. A slight de- 


against Scotland m Paris on 
Saturday will be his J05Lh for 
France. 

How much longer can the 
man go on? He was 33 on St 
Valentine's Day and threat¬ 
ened yesterday to terminate 
his love affair with rugby. “I 
might not play again next 
season; 1 might retire after the 
World Cup," he said. 

“I don 1 see why he shouldn't 
go on for another two or three 
years because I haven't seen 
anyone to replace him." 
BJeddyn Williams said Wil¬ 
liams, a majestic centre for 
Cardiff and Wales in the 
immediate post-war decade, 
believes that Sella is one of the 
few visionaries in the modern 
game “He sees openings 
where others don't and his 
support play is quite extraordi¬ 
nary.’’ Williams said- 

"But the French players of 
my day could have lived with 
the present era without any 
trouble. They all had marvel¬ 
lous handling ability whereas 
half the centres these days 
cant pass the ball. People like 
the Boniface brothers could 
pass long or short, or flip the 
ball behind their back, and I 


crease in his speed has not 
lessened his effect as a power¬ 
ful tackling, mauling centre in 
the modem idiom. But where 
will his replacement come 
from? Not even the French 
appear to know. 

Sella plays alongside Thier¬ 
ry Lacroix, a converted stand¬ 
off half who still plays in the 
No 10 shirr for Dax; two recent 
colleagues. Franck Mesnel 
and Denis Oiarvet, are 33 and 
32 respectively although 
Chanel appeared — at stand¬ 
off — in the A international 
against England this month. 
Yanne Delaigue, the replace¬ 
ment midfield back, made an 
outstanding debut against 
Scotland last season, but also 
plays stand-off for Toulon, 
while Philippe Carbonneau, 
the France A centre, is a 
converted scrum half. 

it us true that the game is 
less specialised than ir was, 
that it is leaning towards the 
all-purpose player, but at what 
cost to the classic blends which 
have been the stuff of legend? 
It will be a sad day if 
international rugby finds itself 
saddled with bland uniformity 
and the French centres of 
excellence are no more. 


SPORTS LETTERS 


Physique ahead of technique Rugby sets high standards 


From Ms Joanna Kirchner 


Sir. A national tabloid news¬ 
paper is running a campaign 
to “Save our Soccer", centring 
on the need to faster young 
football stars of the future ana 
nurture their skills. How- 
many times have we heard 
this before? 

Once again, we have the 
conflict between the purists’ 
aspirations to cultural foot¬ 
ball and the reality, which is 
about the very British quali¬ 
ties of strength, tenacity, en¬ 
deavour and spirit The 
beautiful game versus the 
English game. 

They have the vision of an 
England team built around 
the “silky skills" of Le Ussier 
and precision passing of Wad¬ 
dle; mercurial forwards like 
Romario and complete de¬ 
fenders like Maldini. We have 
the reality, built round terriers 
like Batty and Wise, resilient 
battlers like Paliister and Ad¬ 
ams. and prosaic performers 


tike Sheringham and Shearer, 
who personify our football 
culture of industry and com¬ 
bat Bruisers like John 
Fashanu and Vinny Jones are 
just the icing on the cake. 

They have the vision of 
youngsters led by qualified, 
well-paid coaches, perfecting 
Cruyff turns and one-touch 
passes. We have the reality' of 
the boy built like Rambo. who 
may have no control but can 
run non-stop for 90 minutes 
and demonstrate enough bull¬ 
dog spirit to make Ian'Wright 
look like Mary POppins. It is 
still all about physique, not 
technique- 

Our visionaries may have 
the best intentions- but they 
are paying lip-service to the 
beautiful dream. We will nev¬ 
er develop the beautiful game. 

Yours faithfully, 

J. KIRCHNER, 

163 Maid on Road, 

Colchester. 

Essex. 


From Mr M. L Corrin 


Sir. How professional the 
amateur game of rugby union 
has become and how amateur 
the professional game of crick¬ 
et Has become. At Twicken¬ 
ham, against France, England 
were better prepared physical¬ 
ly, mentally and technically 
than their opponents. Such 
standards are not easily 
achieved. 

Jack Rowell, a proven man¬ 
ager, appears to have dis¬ 
tanced himself from the rugby 
establishment and has sur¬ 
rounded himself with assis¬ 
tants of his own choosing. He 
and his predecessor have built 
a professional team both on 
and off the field and the game 
is now reaping the benefits. 
We do not near any criticism 
of individuals from Rowell 
and the team certainly do not 
criticise the management 


How different in cricket 
where we have a chairman of 
selectors who, since his retire¬ 
ment as a player, had little 
involvement in cricket until 
his present job. He criticises 
his captain and, not surpris¬ 
ingly. his captain criticises 
selection policy. The England 
manager, whilst proven at 
county level, is not up to the 
job at national leveL 
If cricket is not to lurch from 
crisis to crisis, drastic changes 
must be made at the top. We 
might not have the best play¬ 
ers in the world, but with more 
guidance, advice and disci¬ 
pline, we have enough young 
talent at least to be able to hold 
our heads high in the interna¬ 
tional arena. 


Yours faithfully, 

M. L. CORRfN. 

12 Bulkeley Close, 
Englefield Green, Surrey. 


County change 


Change penalties 


From Mr G. Masters 


Sir. We have heard so many 
complaints over the inconsis¬ 
tency of football referees — 
some people contend that they 
dedde more games than any 
player — that some alteration 
in penalties must again be 
considered. 

As a former hockey umpire, 
I am greatly in favour of a 
player being sent off for a 
limited period (a sin bin). It 
would be much more equita¬ 
ble to banish a player for 
being too abusive towards an 
official by taking him out of 
the game for, say, 15 minutes. 
Time-wasting could also be 
punished in the same way and 
some professional fouls, such 
as handling the ball delib¬ 
erately. 

A red card could then be 
used for the dangerous tack¬ 
les, especially those from be¬ 
hind, which are again being 
allowed too frequently. 

Yours faithfully, 

G. MASTERS, 

17 The Walk, 

Potters Bar, Hertfordshire. 


penally or sent a player off, 
sometimes contradicted by 
evidence viewed later. 

Has the time not arrived 
when a second referee can 
view the match on camera and 
report instantly to the referee 
on the pitch? It will be a 
change and there would be a 
slight hold-up, but the equip¬ 
ment is there; let it be used. 
Where the cricketing authori¬ 
ties have trod, the footballing 
authorities can follow. 


From MrR.A. Garbutt 


Yours sincerely, 

LEE MONTAGUE. 
5 Keats Close, NW3. 


Sir. The gulf between relative¬ 
ly sedate county champion¬ 
ship cricket matches and the 
Test arena has to be breached, 
and soon. The championship 
needs a radical change, with 
promotion and relegation im¬ 
perative. All matches should 
be four-day and contrived 
results should not be 
encouraged. 

The first division would 
have the top eight counties, 
with the remaining ten in the 
second. First division matches 
would not be arranged during 
Test matches, so counties 


would not miss top players. 
Further changes could be in¬ 
troduced. such as play-offs 
between the bottom two in the 
first division and the top two 
in the second division. This 
might enable a county which 
had been unlucky with the 
weather to save its position in 
the top division. A four-day 
play-off would be followed by 
a limited-overs match if a 
draw results. 

Such changes would bring 
in many missing elements to 
county championship matches 
and should encourage specta¬ 
tors to attend. 


Missed chance 


From Mr Bart van der Tang 


From Mr Lee Montague 
Sir, During the 55 years I have 
beet supporting a London 
football club, i have seen on 
many occasions offences com¬ 
mitted by players, but unseen 
by linesmen and referee. Often 
the retaliation is seen, and 
punishment ensues. 

On many occasions, too. the 
referee has, in the heat of the 
moment awarded a crucial 


Sir. Rob Hughes (February ll) 
referred to tne horrifying con¬ 
taining fences around football 
pitches in continental Europe. 
A number of stadiums in tile 
Netherlands have fences 
around pitches: This is not 
only because of the danger of 
pitch invasions: it also limits 
the possibility that dangerous 
objects are thrown onto the 
pitch. 

However, the approach to 
the design of stadiums has 
changed. In the case of new 
stadiums (eg. Utrecht, Heer- 
enveen and the new Ajax 
stadium) or modernising exist¬ 
ing ones (eg, Feyenoord) a 
moat between the pitch and 
the stands has been con¬ 
structed. 

These moats, with a width 
and a depth of a few metres. 


avoid both pitch invasions and 
direct contact between players 
and crowd. They also function 
as an emergency exit 
Many clubs in England are 
modernising their stadiums 
but, as far as I am aware, none 
of them has introduced these 
moats. Considering the fact 
thaL after the ban. more and 
more English teams will play 
in European competitions ana 
the reaction of Uefa on crowd 
problems, I think the dubs in 
England have missed an op¬ 
portunity while modernising 
their stadiums. They have 
missed the possibility of user- 
friendly stands without fences 
but separated from the pitch, 
which have the side-effect of 
fewer stewards befog re¬ 
quired. 


Yours faithfully, 

R. A. GARBUTT, 
239a Church Road, 
RedfieldL 
Bristol. 


Strong all round 


From Mr Keith Rodber 
Sir, In reply to Mr Grant 
Phillips (Sports Letters, Febru¬ 
ary 9). yes. Tim Rodber can 
bat and was a strong left- 
handed opener in his school 
days. A mean fast bowler, too. 
What's more, he was bom in 
Yorkshire! 


Yours faithfully, 

KEITH RODBER {father). 
86 The Crease. 

Duke Street 

Miqheidever. 

Hampshire. 


Yours sincerely, 

BART VAN DER TANG. 
Flat 7, 

34 Harrington Road, SW7. 


Sports Letters may be sent 
by lax to 0171-782 5211. 
They must include a 
daytime telephone number. 
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Plumpton’s plight highlights cost of waterlogged fixtures 

Courses struggling to stay afloat 


RACING 43 


SANDOWN PARK 


! 2.00B'tmsey 
I 2.35 Full Of Oats 
j 3.10 Houyan 


Bv Julian Muscat 

•0 

■ IT IS a picturesque drive ro die 
pastures of Plumpion race¬ 
course. although the- flooded 
lanes betray that precious little 
racing has been staged in this 
quiet comer of East Sussex. 

It is no different on the bend 
sweeping away from the 
stands, as Ray Harland. the 
racecourse foreman, tramples 
the pools of warer ihat forced 
Plumpton’s abandonment on 
Monday: the fourth rime in six 
scheduled meetings that rac¬ 
ing had been washed out. 

Twenty four hours later, 
even brilliant sunshine does 
not inspire Harfand’s confi¬ 
dence for the fixture a week 
today. He has never known 
rain like it: his beloved course 
has absorbed nine inches 
since December alone. These 
are trying times for his team of 
five, although their disap- 

; : RICHARD EVANS 

Nap: ROUYAN 
(3.10 Sandown Park) 

Next best Shoofk 
9 (2-00 Sandown Park) 


pointment is confined to hav¬ 
ing prepared everything for 
nothing. 

Over at his office. Cliff 
Griggs, the clerk of the course, 
grapples with a different prob¬ 
lem. These abandoned meet¬ 
ings have deprived Plumpton 
of much-needed revenue. 
Griggs has covered his finan¬ 
cial outlay through the crack's 
insurance scheme, together 
with the Levy Board's maxi¬ 
mum abandonment fee of 
£4336. A non-refundable fix¬ 
ture fee of £4,686. paid to the 
Jockey Club, is also redeemed 
through the Levy Board, 
which is effectively racing’s 
chancellor. 

Yet the silence of the turn¬ 
stiles means that regulars in 
the open-stepped stand will 
have endure gaping holes in 
its rear for a little while longer. 
Also in the books is a five-year 
programme for repayment of 
a £600.000 loan, secured from 
the Levy.Board, in respect of 
the new grandstand. 

In the race to modernise 
Britain's racetracks. Plump- 


thunderer 

3.45 Sohrab 

4.15 Ryde Again 

4.50 NATIVE ALLIANCE (nap) 


JULIAN HERSEBT 




j Brian Beet: 4.15 Ryde Again. 

___ 

j GUIDE TO OUR IN-LINE RACECARD j 
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Harland, head groundsman at Plumpton, checks the waterlogged course which has suffered four abandonments so far this season 


ton could do without this bout 
of winter madness. As Griggs 
put it: “fn my 40 years here the 
worst f*ve known it was six 
years ago. when we lost six 
fixtures. We'JJ survive: we 
have a ten-year history of 
abandonments here." Little 
wonder, then, that Forsyte 
Saunders Kerman, the public¬ 
ly-quoted company which 
owns Plumpton and nearby 
Fbntwell. has not paid a 
shareholders' dividend m 
more than 30 years. 

Plumpton's problems start 
with its clay base, prone to 
waterlogging in winter and 
scorching in summer. Some 
200 drains have been installed 


at ten-yard intervals around 
the nine-furlong rircuiL If the 
track’s right circumference 
makes for excellent viewing, it 
takes a savage pounding in 
races beyond three miles, 
which require the completion 
of three circuits. 

Given more resources, the 
track could be improved by 
the laying of sand over the 
saturated surface. This has 
been done on the wettest parts 
so that they are now free of 
surface water. Bur sand is 
expensive: it costs £100 to 
cover a ten-yard strip. Similar¬ 
ly. the 200.000-gallon reser¬ 
voir. expensive to fill, is dry 
after three days of watering. 


Chepstow, too. has been 
cursed by the weather. This 
venue, on the Welsh side of the 
Severn Bridge, bears the brunt 
of the Atlantic gales with a 
regular monotony. 1 1 has Josi 
its last three fixtures, among 
them its most lucrative, the 
Welsh National meeting in 
December. 

As to the cost. Rodger 
Farrant, clerk of the course at 
Chepstow, maintained it was 
difficult to establish. "A rough 
estimate is that we have lost 
about £200.000 in takings 
over the three meetings,*’ he 
said. "It's a crippling blow, 
although we were lucky to 
have a break-even insurance 


policy for the Welsh National 
meeting. 

“That was a one-off.” 
Farrant continued. “Realisti¬ 
cally. we'd have to insure the 
day for around £100.000. for 
which the premium would be 
around £20,000. It's not worth 
iL given that weVe only lost 
one Welsh National since 
1979. So as a rule, we don't 
insure.’’ Little wonder, too. 
that Farrant is pleading for the 
rains to relent in advance of 
Chepstow’s scheduled fixrore 
on Saturday. 

Phimpton’s most lucrative 
fixture falls between Christ¬ 
mas and the New Year, when 
families regale the racecourse 


and regular clientele make the 
trek from London and its 
suburbs. “We have lost thaL 
meeting for the last three 
years.'" Grigas said. “We also 
have good dates on Easter 
Saturday and Monday in ad¬ 
dition to the August Bank 
Holiday. Life would become 
very serious indeed if we lost 
any of those." 

Even allowing for the record 
rainfall, this has been an 
unsatisfying season for Nat¬ 
ional Hum racing. If rhe 
future of Plumpton is not 
under threat, it remains unset¬ 
tling to reflect on the poor 
finances available to Britain's 
bread-and-butter racetracks. 


Uranus Collonges needs weights rise 


URANUS COLLONGES will be an 
absentee from Saturday’s Tote Eider 
Chase unless the top two in the handicap 
withdraw from die Newcastle event 
The giant gelding, trained by Jimmy 
Fitzgerald, has Sst 61b in the long 
handicap and it would need the defection 
of die Martin Pipe pair, Miinnehoma 
and Run For Free, to raise the weights 
191b before the Malton trainer would 
consider running his charge. 

. Fitzgerald said yesterday: The horse is 
fine but unless the top two come out he 
wfll not be running in the Eider. If he 
doesn't run on Saturday then he will go 
for some other long-distance race, possi¬ 
bly the Midlands National. 1 also have 
the Scottish National in mind." 


Meanwhile, Party Politics will attempt 
to repeat his success of 1993 in the 
Greenalls Gold Cup at Haydock on 
Saturday week.The 1992 Grand National 
winner will also be chasing the £56,000 
bonus offered to any horse that finishes 
in the first three at Haydock and goes on 
to win at Ain tree. 

. The ll-year-old has not run since he 
trailed in a remote third to Master Oats 
-;inihe Coral Welsh National at Newbury 
in December. But his trainer, Nick 
Qaselee, said yesterday: “He is in good 
form and wiD definitely run at Haydock. 
He has a good record in the race as he 
has won and been placed in iL Then it is 
straight to Ain tree." 

But the gelding's younger half-brother. 


Christmas Gorse, is not likely to run in 
the £40,000-added race 

John Edwards has in mind next 
Thursday’s Jim Ford Chase at Win- 
canton or the Racing Post Chase at 
Kempton. the following Saturday, as 
Monsieur Le Cure’s stepping stone to the 
Gold Cup. 

Edwaids remains mystified by the 
gelding's dismal display at Haydock last 
month, when he trailed home last of the 
four runners. “It’s still a mystery to me 
All the tests on him showed nothing was 
amiss and absolutely nothing has sur¬ 
faced since Perhaps it was just a shade 
too soon after his hard race in the King 
George. That is the only excuse I can 
really offer." Edwards said. 


Taunton has to pass 
early inspection 


DESPITE a precautionary 
7.30am inspection at Taunton, 
hopes are high that jump 
racing can resume there and 
at Sandown today. 

Michael Trickey, the Taun¬ 
ton derk of the course said 
yesterday: The inspection is 
purely precautionary. At 
present the sun is shining but 
there are showers forecast 
The strength of those showers 
will be the key. but the track is 
rateable at the moment." 

It is a similar situation at 
Sandown. although there are 


no plans for an inspection at 
the Esher track. The derk of 
the course, Andrew Cooper, 
yesterday reported: “It is love¬ 
ly and bright at the moment 
and if it stays that way then we 
will be racing. We had about 
one seventh, of an inch of rain 
last night but there is no 
surface water. The main wor¬ 
ry is about the amount of rain 
between now and racing." 

The loss of yesterday’s meet¬ 
ings at Folkestone and 
S edge field took this winter's 
total of full meetings lost to 50. 
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THUNDERER 

150 Brflfent. 2.25 Soiianna. 2.55 Pat Poindestres. 
3.30 So Discreet. 4.00 Soldier’s Leap. 4.30 Admiral 
Hood. 

Our Newmarket Correspondent 1.50 BRILLIANT 
(nap). 3.30 Side Bar. 4.00 Soldier’s Leap. 


GOING. STANDARD 5to . 

DRAW: 6F-1M, LOW NUMBERS BEST _ 

1.50 NEEDLES AMATEUR RIDERS HANDICAP 

(£3,053:1m 51) (10 runners) 

101 -050 VIEW FROM MOVE 15 (Cf .G) N Wale 1M1j7 ^ McflUe fa) 6 

102 000- BMLLlflNT 101 RSI J Nw*5 

103 (MX) ESPERER16 JOTOrewlM 5-9-8.. ... 

1W 056 ALTBWATKM 10 (C.GJ J Wrt*« 

105 00-6 RBJBH3ER TWS 9 C Cyas 5-9-6 

106 -630 WHXLQYV BOY 20 (V) T Ctomcn 4- 9-2 V LiAanuk < ) 3 

108 1244 ROYAL OTCU5 12 IC0.F.G) J 10 

ire 0-42 HBWSUN14mJ£*0lO££. .. 

110 004> LADY BUNTOG 42 (FI Mss B Ssiden ^ ( 7 ) 9 

3-1 Circle.4-1 Flay&nDonl toM. 

10-1 Jtornenba TJfc, Vim From Atoff. 12-1 la* 16-1 w 

20-1 Espmr 

^sasassfs»« m2 

s issaas^jss 

203 004 KHBSOFCAWEYBtf JWtt®-’ 1 - AMackw5 

204 042 SAM0 STAR 12 0 - r Quotes 1 

205 433- SOUAMW122MCWmnHI 

5-4 Stigma. 2-1 Sad S». 5-2 ConaUMtHe Ctam. 20-1 &««to WoflU. »- 
tingsOICaMy& 

milRSE SPECIALISTS 

2S H«ni47.17.0* IWfflWS 

JOCKEYS: Mta J MMbl 3 ™ 8 iSBVR 

36 trorn 158. &ML Mg 141%. « 

CoWare. 26 hm 1M- nS*17 135.12 6*. 
in hm n. mfc SMto) W " 85 - u Bor :- 


2.55 UNGFELD PARK AWT SPRINT SERIES 
HANDICAP (Qualifier: £2.964: 61) (12) 

3Ql 00-6 MHEAfMETO014 IFj 0 WKams 4-ltWJ- DWttaM(3)7 

302 4-06 S0BA GUEST 7 (V.Cd.f.GS) R Juckeo 64-1? DOUBTFUL 12 

303 5-21 OUR SHADE! 12 (V.CD.F.6) 6 Nn> 5-9-11 _ C SC3*y f7) 10 

304 OM PURBECK CEHTHlAHY 16 (C.G) f' HwSng 5-9-6 . J Oulm 6 

305 D006 HNARI1AQE0 16 lC.D.6.5) M Avcinn 10-9-f.. T Mtan 5 

306 -040 SPLASH Of SALT 20 (C.Qf ,G| T NanNon 5-H J WB3WT11 

307 0433 UVJNKA 12 jB.CO.Gl J ODcnooM P UcUx (51 9 

308 -OOC WADERS DREAU 12 (VXif) Pa R Cochrans 4 

309 -405 TACHYCARDIA S3 (D.F.SJ fl (VSulInn . .. W Woods 8 

310 4-42 WAVERLEY STAR 9 (D.F.E.S) ► C4jmmo«rcveTO>i 'M-T 

LCftunockl 

311 -200 PAT PHM3ESTRES 12 ICD.G] B Psats 5-B-7 Scpnen 3 
1\2 50^ BLACK SHADOW 44 P Mc&rtdr 3*4 - - L Newwi S) 2 

3-1 nma C<rtow». 7-Z Wawriev 5a 4-1 r«6pa»*a. S-1 lif Snadet. 6-1 
7-1 Hmai Mto. HM own. 

3.30 HURST POINT SELLING HANDICAP 

(£2,449: 2m) U2) 

401 2312 DANOXE DIAMOND 5 IC.BF.G) Mis; B Saiden 5-9-iB 

S Saiws (3} 5 

403 -054 UPPER MOUNT CLAIR 14 C Broam 5-9-10 - B Pn jfc * 

403 1.-26 SO DBCRffT 5 (F) JI WMt ?-9-6 . - S D nM* 15 ) 8 

404 62,-5 SOUTH SANDS 2 lE-Fl A Fflrti 9-8-12 - A ’1 

«W 02-1 AFBAN SPWT 44 fCO.G) J E|rc 4-8-9... D R M cCafle (3 j 6 

406 -460 M0THWG D01H6 5 W Muuon 6-8-9. B In 

407 4-10 SIDE BAR 5 (BAF.GJ M ftwn . P BjggJ O 

4oa 005- ORAGOWIIST 1IU M uamanct 5-a 3 .. - 

409 UC HEHLAND FLAME "J IV) * hwy 6-fl-2 .. - b 7 

410 0-50 BLLE PEWIAIIT 22T BUI4-8-2-- -- NCa«e3 

4U 000- U&XM DA/tCER 3il <£S) f W-1 — 

4i; 00-0 ARRAS RtJYALE 7 J Uro 5-7-10 .N Adam, 9 

9-4«1*iiCiirt. n-4 Dav»g Harcond 9-2 Sldf 8a.5-1 So ftoortL M Upper 
Mourl Cftil. 10-1 Cmomwdu. 12-1 «noR 

4.00 EDDYSTONE HANDICAP 

(3-Y-O. £3.243: im) (3) 

501 -031 soipers LEAP 8 (V.CD.Sl C Bnnam 9-U I6e0 R Co dta na 3 
M2 3M SMORAKt37B1-01 w8-13 - - -- 

55 630- WVERSORTIE 117IBDArtwrm8-5 . - JUu™. 

4^ SoMWs Leap. M P«-. 9-2 Nnv So Hm 

4.30 DUNGENESS PAINT MAIDEN STAKES 

(£3.509: im 4f> (10) 

601 2W C0MEW DANCER 16 JWh« 7-9-2 - • J \ 

6T 1 (W3 KH>Wtt».2TlB.BF|PHal0C»6-9-2 ..... SapTwi Dallas 6 
nnisa.i unnn 1 nrri Hunundon 4-6-1]......— - 


TAUNTON 

THUNDERER 

1.45 Tony’s Fen. 2.15 Iron GenL 2.45 Titan 
Empress. 3.15 Friendly Lady. 3.50 Boogie Bopper. 
4.25 Sunley Bay. 4.55 Lucky Blue. 

The Times Private Handicapper's top rating: 

2.15 SLEW MAN. 


GOING: HEAVY (7.30AM INSPECTION) _SIS 

1.45 BLACKDOWN MAIDEN HURDLE 

(Div I. £2,131:2m If) (14 runners) 

1 0 AMVMANN 8 MP(pe 5-11-6.— Ufosar - 

2 ,111 AVHWEFOCH 62 FMurpm 6-11-6.. - S ButmjqO - 

3 G CLIFTON'SAME 49Pttqdiy 5-11-6.EUd)*y - 

4 POOH STICK R FioM 5-11-6.RDarts - 

5 50> ROGER DE MOWBRAY 53 R&othaTon5-11-6 — LHanay - 

G SHARAAR llOfJSfleanno 5H-6 . . .. S Bradley - 

7 1/4- TOWS FEM 9Sf D Etewn* 6-11-6--P Ko»8y - 

e WIMSPITRAIMIVII-t. —. CUauda - 

9 4)10 CLOWATER LADY 154 |T}R Row 6-11-1 — D O'Sullivan - 

10 P THE 10 MOVE 10 P Jones 5-1M ...... WJMojy(7) - 

11 64 ALLAWAXHA 53 D H Tirtka 4-10-10-SMtHWIB7 

12 650 ASTRAL INVASION 51 W Ctey 4-10-10 —.J Lodder 0j 

13 05 HORTWEB. 95 G Ham 4-10-10.—. BP<wBll - 

14 RED POWI 49BF k EfUw 4-10-5 . . . - R Crane - 

3-1 Im ! fen. 4-1 AHynowi. 5-1 CIohQIM Lady. 7-1 Gtaraar. 8-1 Astral Imasion. 
10-1 Haniweei. 12-1 AlfcftAna. DUmn Gafn^ 14-1 IMnstM, Annue Fodi. 16-1 
Dtos 


2.15 BLACKDOWN MAIDEN HURDLE 

(Div B £2,120-2m II) (14) 

1 3 BRAIffiLBmBUCK 14 IBP)p»mm;6-H-6 CUauda 

2 UO- DARING HM62B1 M Bfliton5-11-6.BCMonf 

3 PIP- GOfflMTS PET 278P PKakcly Pll-6- - - UOrtBreP) 

4 WP IN DEB* FRIBASW 28 (B| " Strcranod 7-11-6 _ GUpon 

5 S WW0H0 7 W&MIrcna 5-M-6.TUupfyih 

G 0 0WEKS DBJfiHI 45 R Fiosl 5-1146 —.— R Date 

7 0 ITS BOLD ABBOT 49 P Mrony 5-H-6-EMuphy 

8 00- HBAURN435Rtonglan7-11-1.WHomplirys 

9 PHDE Of BRITAW 52f L Conrell 6-u-l . Hr L Jeffiri (7) 


3.15 BET WITH THE TOTE NOVICES CHASE 

(Qualifier. £3.729 3m) (14) 

1 4311 WCKTTC DREMBI31 <tLF.G5| W 6 M lumer 10-11-10 

P McLouolifcn 15) M 

2 13F5 FAST THOUGHTS 9 (BF.F£5J D Gaodollo 6-11-3. R Fairan £§) 

3 412f SHAMARPWL 31 (FJ) K Bclfflr 9-10-12 ..R Greene 32 

4 -13F BANNTOiNN BILL 38 (BF.B.S) M Pjv 6-10-IQ__ C Swan - 

5 3300 CMWOSamOrfiJCFYttS-KMO-fl (tetany 69 

6 FTR3 DOITT BUCK 38 J Item 8-10-10-R Supple 93 

7 43PF GRUNGE 14 (B.G) D Murray Sm» 7-10-10-L Harvey - 

B SOPS UBTER HOCWtiffi 14 (V.F.Sj Ite V Wantf 9-10-10 

JRteraratfi 61 

9 00- P0W HOUSE 309 UPrse6-HHD.MPwrffl - 

10 PP4P RDCQUAWE 7 |G| B Scrtun 9-10-10.ta B PtftocM7) - 

11 PPP- ROUCI«AL334PBMiilmaniO-10-iO—.DSateiS) - 

12 IMP TEKLABIS) A CJrantolw 10-10-10- DLaahyti) B8 

13 11M meotv LADV 89 (F.GJIJ Cm H-ID-9-UssP Curtafl 79 

14 -4F2 !£ASAIIACAMLE 14 (S) R BdCUa B-10-5-B PowII 95 

9-4 Nn* The Dreamer. T-2 Feu Thourfa. J-i flam** Bill 6-i Fnaijy Lady 6- 
1 Don) But*. iD-1 SXanwjlM 12-1 Seaswaomie. i5-l own. 

3.50 P0RL0CK SBJJNG HANDICAP HURDLE 

(El .917:3m 110yd) (15) 

5) M Pw 10-12-0 U FOser - 

Pfe 6-10-4_C Swan @ 

9-10-2-R SiptAe - 

•10-1.Tra Ewn l5i 96 

rv 7-10-0 — . Hans Clay 90 

.— EMurafty 66 

5Ham 10-l04JGTonney(5i 96 

i.Mi R Payne 91 

I -. B Poiffll 66 

m 8-1041 . . L Harvey 78 

-1041_ JRKarana^i 87 

l B-104J .. D Leahy (31 B1 
dner 4-10-0 M GrtWis (7t 76 
J Rtner 11-10-0 

Mi j CllGOI) (7) - 

15 630P WINTER UGKTNHG 10 tas H Pamffl 6-1041 ~ S Curran (3) 78 
3-1 Lut AhA 7-2 Boogie Bopper, 7-1 im Faculty. H Eaaoara lAranac. 10-: 

Wowtaul Mirctrd. 12-1 amoeepy. m-i «fwi 


4.25 CHEDDAR HANDICAP CHASE (£2.918:3m) (10) 

1 F215 SUNLEY BAY 14 ICD.G.S) P ihchoi'. 9-1243. Uba P Curing 94 

2 P-H LUCKY IANE141B.CDW51PHDBB n-11-8 . C Maude 82 

3 54SP LUOKOPW35 lCD.F,D.g A Barn* 11-11-1_B Pmrefi 90 

4 5-PP IWWTAflOBI 49 (DjASlGBaWatg 14-10-10 G Upton - 

5 P3PP PDPS0NG21 (COJ.aSJGFme 1M0-7.M Hoangai SO 

6 P-PP HOLY FCAfYl4iD/£.S)h Baup 13-10-5.R&HM - 

7 330P SHA3raiOWJJr.aS(WGUTum3 IB-10-2 - PHolley 

B 5543 DISTILLATION 49 (G51 G EdvonB 10-IM.- W HumSum 76 

9 P546 BERE3FW0S GRL 10 {V.CAF.OS) P Hr*/ HMD-0 

£fe,mc 70 

10 FPOP QfCTRtffAffi 21 PMifldiy 7-104)-- I Hjrvey - 

11-4 Sunder Bay. 3-1 Luc*i Lane. 9-2 LUcrng Pin. 7-1 Pop Song. B-1 ShaSor. 
10-1 Tnu Angte. lM DUrBanai. 14-1 otoi 

4.55 FEBRUARY HANDICAP HURDLE 

(E2,845.2m 31110yd) (6) 

1 3341 MARMER‘5 Alfi 14 (SI J Spang B-11-lD-S3 

3 2611 NORDIC CROWN 35 Pipe 4-Il-IQ.... CSMn Si 

3 4310 TEST MATCH 28 p.aSIW Clay 8-11-B. Diane Clay 93 

4 6416 LUCKY 6Llff 21 (OJJF.SI N 7hon&on 6->1-7— R Farram @ 

5 2010 5TflFWlS(C.5)PHnbtfi5-11-4....^.^- GToirwy|5| 90 

( -540 THE MICK 21 <E.S) G Etas® 8-11-4-D Safer is) 90 

7-4 Norte Own. 5-2 Mama's Ao. 9-2 Ludny Bu* 7-1 lea MaWi 8-1 Slu Fry. 
1&-1 tot UsalB 

COURSE SPECIALISTS 

TRAMBIS. J0M.6 bur 18 lumen. 313%: S Uellor. 6 hm 

20,30.0V JUna. 5(ram 18.27 JV M Pwe. 44 hm 177.24SV K 
Bailey.3Iran20,150%. P Hofibi. II tram80.13BV SSbenmod, 3 
#om22.1384 

JOCKEYS: M Penett. 7 wmac horn 30 nda. 23.3V J fl Kmngh.6 
tail 26.231 %, U Fofler. 6 hem 28, D 0'Sufihai. j bom 16. 
1884. M Houngnr. 4 horn 25.16V S Bunouqli 10 Horn 79,12.74 


ffli A NEW FLAME 14J R Cirf 4-0-13 . 

^ L FRATEU0 N OttattW 4-8 13 

5 MOUNTAIN BOY 16 M Joftnaon 4-8-13 
m7 EL 0113ROUVH. 262DMmav5nitt4-8-13 
Win fu5D BANDITA 9 Ud A WWfiNd 4-6-8 

m Se ffiWL PlftSUTT 7 C Honan 1 4*8 

0?0 4653 THOFWIWAMA 12 fB1 J findoo 4-8-B - 

3 i feoa) tort W 4-1 Cmc On M ^ 
FMtHa. 10-1 A !fcw Fl*1»r- 1 -* 1 


.. S Drawn* 6) 5 
Ssqdiai Damns 6 
_ 2 

P Codware ID 

. RHuhuki 

A Proud B 
. ..... JWPW7 
. . . DHamsoi3 
..... W Wows 4 
&Bartwrt9 
Aims Hm). M e 


10 D4P DRY S£A 45 R Ftoa 4-10-iD ..TltaEoanraj 75 

11 0 RON GENT 29 F Unto 4-10-10. GTormeylS] SO 

12 U POWER SHARE 171 Mii A IvugW 4-10-10 D Maflliews (5) ~ 

13 302 SLfWMAN40MPipe 4-10-10. - C Swan © 

14 QUET AMUSEMENT 197FKBalm 4-10-5. . SMcNe* - 

5-4 Sin Itai 3-1 lion Gen. 5-1 BartteMi Buck. S-i PiUe CD Bwam, lO-l 
OUM teww Dry Sea, IZ-i oew 


Going: standard 

2-20 dm -if) 1. Awwiwck ia Ed*^ 

6-1); a Marwalasyyllw 3. ^ 

Star ( 10 - 11 . Port Sunlitfa 10M0 
ran. 1 W. S. B PW» t&W ® 

E5J0, £3.10. DF. £11$.™° CS4 ' 50, 
CSF: £36.65. TrirasL £297 07. 

£50 (Im S W'-SS 3 

aft’ijsTSfifflfti’Si 


M WOLVERHAMPTON 


i=r,inn4-1fav. n ran NR toWwr -4 

^T EvV" TW C 5 80 . Cm Gg 1 

ikhn 3 ^ 3750 CSF 

MOoTbawd James &n la. m ^ 
£126 32. 


4.50 (Ell 1. Hannah’s Usher [J Weaver, 
6-4 tain. 1 C-Ycr-Simnue (7-2); 3. Dc4y 
Face (fl-i) 6 ran Hd. 1W. P Haslam. 
Trte E3 70. £1 60. Cl 20 DP E2B0 
CSF £6 77 

Jackpot £20.08940 (0.07 WVWWTfi 
tickets. Pool ol £3,078.36 carried 
forward lo tjngfleld Pari* loday). 
Placepot £299 30 

OuadpoL no) won (pool O) £81.00 
carried forward lo LingSdd Park today). 

□ Yesterday’s meetings 3 Folkestone 
and Sedgeteid were called oM because 
ol waterlogging. 


2.45 CRANH0RE MARES ONLY HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2.068:3m 110yd) (15) 

i 0314 FOKIWCS COURSE 47 (D.fli) J Krcg 6-12-0 - P Ward (7) 91 
3 1103 STARM0VS18(C.B.S)CSmili6-11-13- WPHanly(7) 96 
3 R123 LYKGEYES 14(C5|WGUTinra J-11-6. MWflte(7)90 
: BU3S LE58ET 8 (BJ),F,G I S) R Fran 10-11-6 -- Ttaa E$an (51 33 

5 0M BLACXH , PO«Y7JOld7-11-3-.TBantton 80 

6 F032 PLACESTffHAWE38(SIRRow7-11-2 -- D(TSuO«n i 

7 P-12 JUSTASHXMB5G&e*10-HO ..Tjafc 93 

8 2410 ROWLANDSONS GOLD 14 (BFXiJS) 6 L Mom 5-10-13 

BPdm* 96 

9 OOID TITAN EMPRESS6(Si5Mciioi6-10-12 - M Paras 88 

ID UPP3 BOURMB. 7 (V) C Banwfl 7-10-7 . » ftchanl Wine (7) 98 

11 IM LAY0OFF34 (Dfl JOHaU6-10-4 .S&rBnOjBl 

12 4333 KADAH 28(B) W Day 6-IO-?_. RFamm 87 

13 34/ STAR Of KUWAIT &4 |F) N TkonEon 11-IM — R Darts - 

U -004 tZACOMM2BDGeiaQNy6-10-O--RSuppta 83 

15 PV AI0U771 (G1R Brarinawi 9-1U-0 _WHarrtfueyn - 

□ Btack hTpenny also eopgad 4.50 SlWwn Part. 

4-1 5a Uwar, 5-1 MM A Secotf. 5-1 FortriH C mtt. 7-1 rest Empress, 8-1 
fcK* H-Peniy. HM Pbce Skehamt Lying Eyes. 12-1 WrtfflB Gold. 14-? 
Dr 9 Cm. Ldbei 16-1 ritas 


sZfict »biho CD — .iti a-:in> Ttisie wnsiajpjfi rz^ig 

GDISG- HEAVY (SOFT Iti PLACES ON CHASE COURSE! _SIS 

2.00 VfLLAfiE NOVICES HURDLE 

(£2.983:2m IIDyd) (3 lumnst 

1 JW11 BMSEY « m.G.61 r, ir.-j;, f: D :: . . . 5 B,ao (7l 35 

2 3-20001 COfJTI DTSInUlfil 1 C 7 16 I i» CE^iJr.g 5 - 11-4 - . APficCovftl - 

3 0JW5 173F rt ji* ? lYr-JJ-; 6 -T:.. .. Jflato' - 

4 0 KaiYMAC 8 Vj-. . Doiiri 5-H-4 G UcCaufl 64 

5 R- KDUGSre 4e3 iF. Tws. H f*.rMl >’l-4 ... ’ . ATffy - 

6 5 lACESlNlw^ji-ii.-.rJliladc.'-r.’iiesS.lM. . Dtafartfcr - 

7 043122 PUJIUE 5 . BA’< 413 D Sr 7 u rtrtiClim 4-10-12 A Ltsai. 1 ; 3 

3 42 SHOOFK 32 f. ry-.jw. L [hr* 4-10-5 ._. .. . ULctai 6 T 

3:■ liilS 7-4 3tstj. 3-1 SorA. Prjre;- E^. 3-i Da-i ig-t Ti^r IM ConiOEaiaoi 35-1 --rt, V.c 
"l Usjg^B 

1954 ASIAN 0-14-5 L' [f.v.rt t*l 4i jo-tii; f,LTc.jkl 5 ran 

_ FORM FOCUS _ 

6KSEY Urn; C:l: 5'm 12-rjiKi nc.l» .'leici-cn .jn. rctoo o lam 1 Qctaw 1993 TAD: 

fcM) CDf/n D tSTTTL'- 20 5r af I im le meecs rune in iwnctf itisd.- »' 

VAL I V* i» 11 is Gii?n r. eirj.7; oca a Lac^ i^m. sn Eaaa issue Flat ssHot-j' 
pri a: Who. tei 1 , an; DJAS Far nr.: eKnn m 1995 !=•[ id m 5 lo Mrod n 

Siftxnfij a jiij. itrj itai ia:: wwhi sw-nsa c.«Kiens sr-ss a Hwtasrv um. yood ic ses- 

irt rj 3 la t eti LkjU Ui orrup 111 Fin HjCOUHlt ai PLUSOtR BAY 2^12nd Ol 610 Ynvwi m imem--.' 

toiSSBrj <l/n 4i. qoou in »H| Ami 155.1 r.urdic :•.« enursi XU desmee raj#'. SHOGrh 

KELLY UAC 73i 31 12 id Eoiwwr.? L'ass oi 2nd ol 13 id Golden Anna m imsmie tea:-, s' 

nsiwr Sirale a Ah-s: i3n ir>.v, C?tiMftsrn C>n u. 3508 :n Kfli 

U0UC3S leheea & rac- n 2 tti ncoce idc a Sc^cton: BU5EY (iup) 


.Vrci'C-n ,jn. nooo B Inn 1 Qcuur 1993. TAG' 
rci 5r: af 11 m lemesscs rune m ncmcc »■ 
laCviv i2ra. sfi Eana issue Fla sWari' 
nr.: er.on m >993 3id m 5 in urod ■> 
c.«Kim sr-ss a Hnturv um. aood id 
PLUNDER BAY 2^12nd tf 610 Vrr.ifii ci Murru.-.* 
r.u?fii! dfliTSi 3U drance iirtp. SHOOrK 
2nd oi 13 id Golden Anon m nAsmis toair s' 
Citihn'uni C*n 11 . 3008 :n win 
Stuecsmr BU5EY (nap) 


2.35 FAiRMILE NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE 

3.533 3m HOvd) # nirjiers) 

1 522200 ZAASflAH & iF.u.Sl i'N Ti.c:--Li. '1 •: Tanraon Dd.itr 5-11-10 0 Brtdgwsc: 71 

j 455^21 UR WADER C9 ■D5i C.i ?sj v.;i.T Grsti 6 - 11 6 . . M A Fltpe-Ta j" 

2 2P312 3 LEFITHhU. PRINCESS 28 -C‘ ?> ij :.v.3L'ni J ’Lidrcni 9-11 3 D Gaoy.3 Si 

4 25.42-Fr r'JLL GT FKE 7 'i -jiii:*. t \jic, j-\ c-:j ... .. N V.'iQamsod — 

5 0-5154 tiAfiO 4t |S 5 S) dl t-.u rjr.':.Si-j. r G- 1 O- 1 * . A WaifBi 

•' 4J£62 FULL OF GATS 7 ii VDiLvCM U. 1 -, -r u»« 9-1U-12_ . J OsScrcc 

7 OU&-OS4 sue‘F light a (3i ir.v, c i.cw«< t fsso rio-o _ g tfccoun /> 

? 5JW23 MR fJJWrSTO: J1 IS| ,Ur. R 3 Ffj -4 9 102 . — . J rrca 17 

i C'5f > 3£i5 ALL0 GEORGE 29 <Gl :U.-A Vital :a Kwoirflt 9-iO-D A Tlmcicr. 24 

Lnrp MmSap- >\js a-^rrin W 

SETHS, i -1 fiii Cif 7 2 L 5 bnadM 9-2 Zartran C l i>zu. 7-1 Fiil Or nrc. 8-1 IwiVU Rii.::.-os 


rt ’4 ' km; 


1694- OfE MOHE RUN ’ KM B r\«n (3M| 0 eadiwj 10 ran 

FORM FOCUS 


2AA9RAH Ur ik«i! tlia: I'.tl 2no ul 12 U 
SjW Ajam ci nc«a lunnup Ouse at (.Qaitia 
St. 2. nil I t« INVADER BUI LiaJcjUf.DU il 
■j\ 'i'Hir.iii nr-.icc ranucan cfoie a Hmusw 
< 3r-. ;cr) *-,m ALL0 eEC'RGE (7« MRn ofli 28i 
Sir. LEMIHALL PftKTESS hew 2 m (H ID 10 
lyrane Culi.-j in no.ice dirj- a SouUmcn (tin 
;i3,a cSi on pmEnnx* ^an. 

FULL DF FIRE ctoli uS irtien k'l Ilh 81 ncnncb . 
ctes at Tcoccrtf i3m rI. snffi rsi penuOmwe 


son KEAN0 19S1 Sn 01 10 ic Emdi v Snr.d n 
nonce dace a Lacra® 13m. #md 10 Aabi FULL 
OF OATS Tl 2na at 16 U (tima velu m no ne 
turdican dose a HuWnQdan i 3 m 500 c :o 
«dli FULL OF FR£ Idl lit BUCKBJGHT 1714m 
al li m Tama m nonce dose s LuOiw 
Wd lo MSI Iff SUNNVSDE wm rcccn 1 iX'ii' 
3714*i m 8 id vfigfi Banin m nones diax ai E ■ *'*: 
Ori 21 son) 

Sefecncn: KEANO 


3.1 0 L0NDESB0R0UGH HANDICAP CHASE 

(£4,410: 2m 4f 110yd) (4 mnnefS] 

: 13FPF-3 GNOME'S TYCOON 111 |D.F£S) (1 Nayta) A Ptunjc 9-12-0. J RaHon 9.: 

2 42123F- LAKE TEBTEHI 293 (DF.GA (Ms A Graratem) J DM 10-11-12 T Grartham £7 

3 21203-1 ROUYAN 76 (D.F.G£) [P Mmesi Mi J Praran 9-11-9.. W Lferotm 53 

4 2121-14 MR MATT 65 (BFEjj (Mis E Boucher) D Grissdl 7-10-11. Pete Hobbs @ 

BETTW& 6-4 Ramn. 7-4 Goomei Tyctcn. 4-1 Mr Mao. 7-1 Late Teencn. 

1994: JAILBREAKER 7-10-2 M A Fioperfd (3-1 tmi B MUman 7 ran 

FORM FOCUS 


GNOME’S TYCOON 241 Hd ol 7 lo CouKhT Be 
Beftef m hamtop dose a Banon On 41110yd. 
Bond to sell) LAKE TEEREEN 9^1 3rd d 4 to 
Lunhan^t *> handicap dose » Unwtta (2m 5i, 
sotO on peadfiinaie start ROUYAN teal Person 
House 71 in C-rumer brad cap does J Itimlngdon 


(2m 41 110*0. good). MR MATT broke blood 
vessel when Asom 4m lo Amo Onlone al Fu»t- 
aone (tin n good M soil). Eariier bear Anruo 
Chi kina 51 In 6-runnar iBndnap chase al Fonmeri 


pm a 110 yd. sodL 
Selection: MR MATT 


3.45 WAVEN00N HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£3274: 2m 110yd) (4 nitinas) 

1 45212/5 SOHRAB 33 (D.SI (Mrs J RudonK) N Imflon-Daws 7-11-10- C Maude 90 

2 450-333 STATAJACK 83 (CD.BF.G) (Urs M Slade) D Etemrfli 7-10-11... A McCahe 93 

3 221U11/ PLASTIC 5PACEAGE 667 (D.&.S) (Spaceage Ptestics Ud) J Old 12-10-7 T Grareham - 

4 325642 ZEALOUS I0TTBI 19 (D.G.S) (M tamm) R Prte 7-100. . A P McCoy p| @ 
Long landteap. Zoaku K3»i 9 -12. 

BETTING: M SmByacL. 9-4 SUnb. 11-4 Zealous KlBcn. B-l ftesac Soaceaga 

1994: EDI4B0URG B-iZ-0 J Ootone 113-5 tel Ifts H KrtgN T ran 

FORM FOCUS 

STATAJACK (41 3rd of It b Aahum Cestte h of 6 to PmMI lo tandlap terdftr ar Ctetenrem 
handicap iud« al Nevtuy (2m 110yd. good id (2m II. hewn Eartw 1914ft ol 9 to Blast Fusee 
soil). PLASTK SPACEAGE heal Soma Slid 121 In in hmficap hirrflo al AcaS (2m IlDvd. good) mill 
b-nima landtoap chase al Newton AMW I [3m £| Sohrah (4b DMM ofl) 111 5lL 
llOyO, OOOd] ApSlSW. ZEALOUS HTTEN 912nd Sefcjctiwt STATAJACK 


4.15 WILFRED JOHNSTONE HUNTERS CHASE 

(Amatais: £1.688: 2m 4f 110yd) (B runners) 


1 22,'421P- 

2 42S2P-2 

3 14P6»F 

4 Z4PF- 

5 4/55362- 

6 62W 

7 304UPO- 

8 3P3V 

BETTW& By® Again. 2-1 HM» Bounty. M Blue tonne. JO-1 LHary Lad PinocrlD. 25-1 MuaSel Man 
33-1 Siareel Ste. The Real Unvote 

1994. DOUBLE SILK 10-n-UUrR Tn*w» 16-15 tejRWltarw 7ran 


, Alen 1M2-1- D Palter (5) 60 

rad) Must tiude 12-12-1 T Mata 0 @ 
riesi L Bowles 15-n-lO, fl Johnson f7) - 
nhanl W LiTkti 11-11-10 G Btartam 0 50 
BhuostodD C ar«*s 9-il-iQ E Jamas u) 87 

Uns 7-M-iO- L Sqttoe 0 - 

dt) R (kmc 10-11-10-. J Luck (71 - 

hen 8-11-6..G Brawn (7j - 


FORM FOCUS 


BLUE DANUBE heal Wtmy Crass 3V4I In 15- 
nnw twist c/bsp al Chetwte/n (3m H. pood to 
firm) RYDE AGAIN 91 2nd d 11 to Sandytaaes in 
hunla cnjseal Martel raserr(Sn 6tt 10yd,goodn 
MU) USLARY LAD 3 T 412M oi 15 (0 k/Pnnce 
m luiei chase a Vimesta 13m, good w inn) m 


peradumaie Stan, May 1992. UKSTREL MAN 
IfiJTt -Wi of j J a .4m»i Kng m hunla cTece cvji 
course atO rfccnra (good). RIVER BOUNTY baa 
dtoH 1X4 season nhcn 31 3rd (4 10 to hwacn n 
handicap dase at Towcessr (3m il ;o8) 
Setedter RYDE AGAIN 


4.50 SPRING NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£2,918. 2m 61) (11 runners) 

t 4IM14 BALLYMAC GBB. E6 (BF.S.S) R Bowto) J Bwflev 7-12-0 Mr B Johnson 0 « 

2 1-04321 NATWE ALLIANCE 12 (CO .5) (Mr, L SeweR) M PH* 6-1 M3- J Lcwp ffi 

3 P216 BAMCHEAD 68 (G) (Mr J Ccrtcl) h Bate 6-11-13.. h WSamsan 90 

4 03203 PISTOL RMER TS (V) ff' Groern N Writer 5-tt-fl - A Magntre 38 

5 422310 OUfTON SET 33 IS) (S Pahw) M Chamw 4-11-2- A Thornton 90 

6 5513 SOPHS BAY 12 (Si W tWwfci U Dam 4-11-1. J Down* 57 

7 0-21230 JBEATSON 7 IS) (Urs E Canflno) N TwsiDfrftnnea 6-n-O-D Bridgwater 93 

8 ems BUCK HTENNY 7 (k Men) J CM 7-10-9... T Gramham 89 

9 POJIP-O MONKSANDER 21 (S) (J Plttfl P Rflcnem 9-10-0. S Fo* (5) 91 

10 0440 BLUE RAVEN 35 ID Boa! P Notts 4-1041-D Ifcfcpher 76 

11 CVP-P355 IDKN 35 (Mr, J Cantooonl Mrc J Rew> 8-104)- A P McCoy (3) 92 

Long huu&cjp. MoracaUe 9-12. Blue ftwai 9-H. toon 9-1 

□ Btacfc fTpcnny afen engagod 245 Tauitm 

BETTOtG: 7-4 Hama Altana. 9-2 Pesol Aw. E l ttuiymac Girl Tocrts May. B-1 Cl.tun So. i0-i Banttiaao. 
Season. J4-t omer, 

1994: DfVDE CHANCE 611-4 J Oaone (7-4 te) N 6ase1ee S ran 

FORM FOCUS 


BALLYMAC SRL Deal Very Very Quinary 121 In 
n-nnw rumce hurdle al Iwrceste Or St. Boom 
cn pouisnae rsxi NATIVE ALLIANCE Deal 
nsndKi 101 r 15-njmer nuidun huidle ova course 
and dc&nce (heavy I. 

BANKHEAD tat Tony Muitfrys lady 141 In 12 
runner novice hurdle A Hfrefcro 1 3m 21 good) on 
penttunHe sun. PISTOL RWH1 211 irdolTl to 
r north h Lme in nonos haaticao tvole al OmUhv 
ftam (Jtn il. heavy* CLIFTON ST hea Lymg Eyt 


II vi 5-runna (iwemis tourdte- at tamAon (2m El 
son) m penunmm sen. SQPhemay iti Vun 
11 lo AnwiOD in mvenle hunfie here (2m HM 
hravyl 

BEATSON 16HI 3rd id 14 m Qrawll Lad In novm 
huntiB 31 WtroicL [2m 41 now. heavy) on paiuiii- 
nae sat BLACK HTOINt 21 SI 5ih tn 20 i: 
Landtter Piyde m rwnce hurdle at Wincanron '2n 
U. soli) 

SttCtat NAHVe ALLIANCE 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


TRAINERS 

Wins 

fi«S 

** 

JOCKEYS 

WBIB3 

Aida 

% 

D ftovtam 

25 

76 

2?9 

A tfegure 

IS 

SLl 

225 

T Forser 

8 

J4 

»5 

- c Maide 

4 

18 

222 

Ltu H y^iigld 

4 

19 

211 

G UcCur 

6 

28 

214 

M fex 

T7 

81 

310 

A Diclen 

3 

16 

118 

Mb j Rene 

3 

1 E 

ice 

Pete Hoto 

J 

23 

1T.4 

P HOME 

6 

83 

182 

J Orbomt 

17 

110 

155 


Blinkered first time 

TAUNTON: 2 15 In Deep RrendShp. C.45 LostieL 3.15 Grunga. 350 May-Day-Bady. Sattiori 
Rroof. Woodland Mnstiol. 4 IS Shaolon 


Hurdle absentee 

DAVID ELSWORTH has 
njied Oli So Risky out of the 
Smurfii Champion Hurdle at 
Cheltenham on March 14. The 
eight-year-old was pulled out 
of the Tote Gold Trophy at 
Newbury last Saturday after 
suffering a slight leg injury. 
Eisworth said: “He wil] be off 
for a few months." 


raceline 

-FULL R ESULTS SERVICE-' 
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Premiership survival is first task for one of football’s characters 
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Atkinson signals his new allegiance as he takes his bows as the new manager of Premiership stragglers Coventry City at Highfield Road^esrerda^ 


:yk 


Atkinson bounces back at Coventry 


By Russell Kjempson 

RON ATKINSON accepted 
the ninth and perhaps mast 
hazardous managerial ap¬ 
pointment of his football 
career yesterday when he 
joined Coventry City, thus 
becoming Coventry's sixth 
manager in five years and 
accepting the onerous respon¬ 
sibility of maintaining the 
club’s 28-year record in the top 
flight. His first test is the 
match against West Ham 
United at’Highfield Road on 
Saturday. 

Atkinson. 55. has yet to 
conclude negotiations over a 
contract, but he is expected to 
sign a deal for at least 2*3 
years and worth in the region 
of £500,000. He also asked for 
a gentleman's agreement, 
which was accepted, that eff¬ 
ectively excludes him from 
being dismissed but will end 
with him becoming director of 


football at the FA Carling 
Premiership club. 

The move is entirely consis¬ 
tent with Atkinson's character 
— a high-profile high-roller, 
but shrewd with it Only last 
Friday, he finally agreed a 
compensation settlement re- 
portkl to be about £200.000. 
with Aston Villa, who dis¬ 
missed him in November. 

“1 have not come here on a 
short-term basis... unless the 
chairman changes his mind." 
Atkinson said. “I’ll be here for 
as long as they want me. It's 
smashing to be back in foot¬ 
ball and I'm looking forward 
to taking the dub on to better 
things. The priority is to stay 
in the Premiership and then 
to go on from there. It will 
be difficult, but it's not 
impossible. 

“As many as 12 teams are 
involved in the relegation bat¬ 
tle. including a couple who 
probably don’t yet realise it. 


and at least the boys here have 
known for a while that they 
are in a dogfight I've seen the 
side play on three or four 
occasions this season and the 
players were giving as much 
as they've got But like all sides 
in this position, they are not 
enjoying the best of breaks." 

Bryan Richardson, the Cov¬ 
entry chairman, expects At¬ 
kinson to faring a more 
buoyant feel to the club, which 
has struggled to raise a smile 
in recem years. At present, the 
team is fifth from bottom in 
the Premiership. 

"Ron will give Coventry a 
sense of style and charisma," 
Richardson said. “He will give 
us a lift in terms of presence." 

Richardson also confirmed 
that Atkinson would have 
money made available to bol¬ 
ster a mediocre first team. “We 
have some money left in the 
kitty." he said “but we are not 
in the position to go out with a 


RON ATKINSON 


BORN: Liverpool. March 18. 1939 
PLAYING CAREER (wing half) Jomefl 
Aslan Vila but end n« play lor the first 
team Moved to Headhglcn United, who 
laiar became Oxford United, made 383 
Football League appearances 
HONOURS: 1964-65: Promotion lo thud 
division 1967-68: Champions 
MANAGERIAL APPOINTMENTS: 1971: 
Kettering Town. December 1974: Cam¬ 
bridge Uruled January 1978: West 
Bromwich Albion June 1981: Man¬ 
chester United. September 1987: West 
Bromwich Albion October 1888: Ariel**- 
Madrid February 1989; Sheffield 
Wednesday June 1991: Asic-n '/ilia 
February 1995: Coventry City 


book full of cheques. We can 
strengthen the squad but only 
within reason." 

Atkinson, who was bom in 
Liverpool, takes over from 
Phil Neal, the former Liver¬ 
pool and England defender, 
who was dismissed on Mon¬ 
day. The dub said that the 
conclusion of his 15-month 
stint — the 32nd managerial 


departure in the Premiership 
and Endsleigh Insurance 
League this season — was “by 
mutual consent", little conso¬ 
lation for his efforts in a 
thankless job that has also 
claimed John Sillert- Terry 
Butcher. Don Howe and Bob¬ 
by Gould in the past five 
years. 

“Sacking people all the rime 
is just crazy." Richardson said. 
“We can't go on like that. 
Somewhere along the line, we 
have to make something work. 
I've discussed with Ron the 
question of him joining the 
board when he's ready, so that 
the person he has groomed 
will rake over. 

What better mentor could a 
young coach have in prepar¬ 
ing to be a manager? Ron has 
forgotten more about the job 
and how to man-manase 
people than most of them have 
ever known. The last thing I 
want is another day like 


Blackburn cleared of blame for pitch incident 


By Russell Kempson 

BLACKBURN Rovers, the FA Car¬ 
ling Premiership leaders, will have 
no action taken against them because 
of a spectator's attempt to confront 
Rodger Gifford, the referee, at the 
end of the l-l draw with Leeds United 
at Ewood Park two weeks ago. The 
Football Association yesterday 
cleared Blackburn of any blame. 

The incident occurred as Gifford 
and the players were leaving the 
pitch. Gifford having sent off Tim 
Flowers, the Blackburn goalkeeper, 
in only the second minute and also 
awarded Leeds a late penalty, from 
which Gary McAllister equalised. 


Although the supporter was prevent¬ 
ed from reaching Gifford, he was 
arrested and charged by police, 
under the 1991 Football Offences Act, 
and had his season ticket confiscated 
by the club. 

Such prompt action helped to 
convince the FA that there was no 
need to punish Blackburn, although 
it has reminded all clubs ro guard 
against similar events. “Having 
received reports from ail interested 
parties, including the police, we have 
concluded that the crowd control 
systems at Ewood Park are satisfac¬ 
tory," an FA spokesman said. 

“After also taking into account the 
club's immediate response to the 


incident, and the previous good 
conduct of their supporters, no 
further action is to be taken. How¬ 
ever, in recognition of the potential 
seriousness of the encroachment, all 
dubs have been reminded of the need 
to ensure the safety of players and 
officials, particularly at the conclu¬ 
sion of a match." 

Trevor Francis, the Sheffield Wed¬ 
nesday manager, re-emphasised yes¬ 
terday that Chris Waddle, the former 
England winger, will not be leaving 
Hillsborough. He did. however, con¬ 
firm that he had rejected an offer of 
more than £1 million from an 
undisclosed dub. and that it had 
been one of several approaches for 


Waddle over the pasr few months. 
Swindon recently wanted Waddle as 
player-manager, before they decided 
on Steve McMahon, the Manchester 
City midfield player, and there were 
reports yesterday linking Waddle 
with Ron Atkinson, the new Coventry 
City manager. Francis also said 
there been interest from two other 
chibs. 

"Some clubs, aware that Chris 
eventually wants to go into coaching 
and management, are trying to get 
him on the cheap,” Francis said. 

“He is still one of the best players in 
the country and has another 16 
months on his contract here. We have 
no intention of letting him leave. We 


have turned down a bid of more than 
£1 million and anyone trying to get 
him at a cut-price rate needn't bother 
ringing." 

Chris Vincent, the former business 
partner of Bruce Grobbelaar. the 
Southampton goalkeeper, has 
changed his mind about divulging 
fresh information regarding match- 
fixing allegations against Grobbe¬ 
laar. 

“I have taken legal and profession¬ 
al advice but it's my decision not to go 
ahead." Vincent said yesterday. “Any 
future dealings I have with the media 
will not include any specific informa¬ 
tion relating to the allegations I have 
made to the police." 


Late World Cup 
launch suggests 
rugby league has, 
catching up to do 


BY CHRISTOPHER IRVINE 


THE morning after the night ities for the 

before appears a strangely interest that 

inappropriate time for rugby sort nrj which 

league to launch its centenary 

World Cup. amid the hang- hardly msp r^ w^dena m 
over of England’s farcical final the pnonty that r^foa^e 
outing before the ten-nation is supposed to J 1 ® 0 ™ ™ 


Monday, when the decision 
about Phil was made. I didn't 
enjoy it." 

Although Atkinson has yet 
to decide on an assistant. 
Gordon Srrschan. the former 
Scotland and Leeds United 
midfield player, remains a 
leading candidate. Strachan. 
3S. retired from playing earlier 
this season to concentrate on 
coaching at Elland Road, and 
Atkinson confirmed that he 
was the ope of No 2 he was 
looking for. 

Not everyone in Coventry 
was delighted with Atkinson’s 
arrival and. before he had 
even put pen to paper, hastily 
scrawled signs bearing the 
words “No To Fat Ron" ap¬ 
peared in the windows of 
houses surrounding Highfield 
Road. “Fat Ron" “Bis Ron". 
“Mr Bojangles', whatever. At¬ 
kinson. the former BSA Tools 
inside forward, is back. Larger 
than life. 


outing before the ten-nanon 
evenUn October. 

Of the side that participated 
in the match against France at 
Gateshead last night, which 
was hit by nine withdrawals 
because of the St Helens and 
Wigan Challenge Cup fourth- 
round replay, only a handful 
are likely to figure in the 
opening World Cup match 
with Australia. 

With the foresight that rug¬ 
by league has been markedly 
lacking of late, the pro¬ 
gramme for the World Cup 
would have been unveiled far 
sooner. Instead, a mere eight 
months before the jamboree 
starts, the publicity machine is 
only now being cranked up. 

In the same year as the 
rugby union World Cup. com¬ 
parisons are inevitable. What¬ 
ever the criticisms of its 
counterpart in South Africa 
this summer, forward plan¬ 
ning is not among them. 

Sponsorship is of particular 
concern. While rugby union 
was able last week to an¬ 
nounce a final £300,000 piece 
slotted into a multimilfion- 
pound jigsaw, rugby league 
was this week still negotiating 
with two companies' For the 
principal £500.000 sponsor¬ 
ship rights. 

After rejecting the idea ini¬ 
tially, Wembley is to stage the 
opening match, as well as the 
final of the tournament three 
weeks later. Whatever the 
misgivings about trying to sell 
out Wembley twice, it is an 
outward statement of faith in 
the competition, although it 
comes only because Old 
Trafford. home of Manchester 
United football club, will be 
undergoing yet another face¬ 
lift at the same time. 

Calling off domestic hosrQ- 


19 - __ 

international game, Thank¬ 
fully, the revived John Smith's 
European championship is at 
least guaranteed a meaningful 
dim ax At stake for Wales, in 
Carcassonne next month, is 
the title, and also a chance to 
gain a psychological hold over 
France, who are in their World 
Cup group. 

Talk of extending the trian¬ 
gular tournament, inappro¬ 
priate enough after the 
devaluing of the England- 
France match, can only be 
described as fanciful. Russia 
and Moldova are two of the 
other countries where the 
game is played, but a five- 
nation tournament is pushing 
credibility right now. 

□ Dennis Smith. White¬ 
haven's New Zealand prop 
forward, was banned for three 
months by the Rugby Football 
League (RFL) yesterday for 
taking the stimulant ephed- 
rine ft was the fourth positive 
drugs test in Britain this 
season. Smith, who gave a 
positive sample after a Stones 
Bitter Championship second- 
division game at Dewsbury on 
January 15, pleaded guilty to 
the offence. He said that he 
unwittingly took ephedrine as 
a cold cure. 

Neil TunnicliiTe. the RFL 
spokesman, said: "Players are 
kept well informed as to what 
they can and cannot take." 

□ Paul Cullen, the Warring¬ 
ton captain and second-row 
forward, is out for six weeks 
with damaged knee ligaments 
sustained in the Challenge 
Cup victory over Castieford 
last Sunday. “My target is 
April. Hopefully, Warrington 
can maintain their form until 
then to read) Wembley." he 
said. 


League eases threat of 
first division revolt 


By Our Sports Staff 


THE Rugby League yester¬ 
day headed off the threat of a 
revolt by agreeing to give first 
division dubs increased vot¬ 
ing rights. It was not the only 
radical move made by dob 
representatives at their meet¬ 
ing in Leeds, for they deckled 
to bring in a salary cap to curb 
spending and enforce a trans¬ 
fer ban between Great Britain 
and Australia. 

First division dubs will 
each receive three votes in 
future, compared with two for 
second division outfits and 
one for the three former 
professional dubs — Black¬ 
pool, Chori&y and Notting¬ 
ham. At present, there is one 
vote per dub. 

The League's chief execu¬ 
tive. Maurice Lindsay, who 
had warned of a breakaway 
by leading dubs if the move 
failed, maintained that sec¬ 
ond division dubs will still 
have a say in the future 
running of the game: "With a 


two-thirds majority still re¬ 
quired, first division dabs 
will still need the support of 
second division dabs to get 
measures through." 

Undsay said that the deci¬ 
sion to bring in a salary cap, 
on the lines of the Australian 
system, was approved unani¬ 
mously. The cap means that 
from next season, dubs will 
be permitted to spend no 
more than 50 per cent of their 
income on salaries. This will 
reduce to 45 per cent in the 
second year and 40 per cent 
the following year. 

The decision to impose a 
ban on long-term transfers 
between Britain and Austra¬ 
lia rubber-stamped an agree¬ 
ment readied between Ken 
Arthurson, of the Australian 
league, and Lindsay at a 
meeting in Sydney earlier this 
month. The regulations come 
into force immediately, al¬ 
though existing contracts will 
be honoured. 


Impressive students 
ground RAF attack 


London University.2 

Royal Air Force .1 

Bv Sydney Friskin 

LONDON University main¬ 
tained their impressive record 
this season with a 2-1 victory 
over the Royal Air Force in 
the annual hockey match at 
Paddington Recreation 
Ground yesterday. 

The RAF did not put out 
their best side and conceded 
L2 short comers while earning 
only three: it was not until 
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after the interval that they 
began to gel. 

Mark Crowley, who plays 
for Hamstead and Westmin¬ 
ster in the National League 
second division, gave London 
the lead in the fifth minute 
with a reverse stick shot, the 
ball rising over the goalkeep¬ 
er's head. The RAF missed a 
chance five minutes later 
when Minall shot wide. 

London increased their lead 
in the eighteenth minute 
when Slather converted a 
short comer on the rebound. 

Hardicgham and Minall 
started an RAF revival but it 
was not until the 57th minute 
that Beth waite converted 
their third short comer with a 
hard angled shot The vigi¬ 
lance of White in goal pre¬ 
vented them from falling 
further behind from London's 
sequence of short comers. 

London, who have not lost a 
match since mid-October, 
have beaten Oxford Univer¬ 
sity 1-0 and held Cambridge 
University goalless this sea¬ 
son. They are fifth in the 
Nastro Azzurro South 
League. 

LONDON UNIVERSITY: S Dodson; R 
Taylor. M Munro, O Rcwbuntv A Toma, P 
Meaiai. A Lester. L Notan, M Crawley. M 
Johnston, J Statter. Substitutes used: J 
GaWoWL MOdanwad Auvan. 

ROYAL AIR FORCE- Sff S WMe; Jnr Teen 
M Jarvis. SAC T Harpton Rt U N 
Clwchman. SAC S Raw. « U P 
Hardtraham. CpIM Booth, FH UPMmol, 
$AC A Bathwana, SAC A Coyfy. CpI S 
Charm Substitute? used; Cpt J heetey, 
SAC J Evans. SAC P Jacobs. CpiM Daws, 
nmntea: * OTSnen (Southern Oourtiwl • 


Umpire* K OBnen gouthan 
and FBU ATayfcx (RAH. 


China seek 
review of 
exclusion 

CHINA yesterday asked the 
l Pan Pacific Swimming Associ¬ 
ation to reconsider its derision 
to exclude Chinese swimmers 
from its championships in 
Atlanta in August 

Guo Qinglong, the secretary 
general of the Chinese swim¬ 
ming association, asked the 
United States, Canadian and 
Australian associations, 
which had voted to exclude 
China during a meeting in 
Honolulu on Sunday, to 
change their decision. 

“We deeply regret this ac¬ 
tion. which goes against the 
Olympic spirit and interna¬ 
tional customs and which 
hurts the feelings of the Chi¬ 
nese swimming association." 
he said. 

Only Japan refused to vote 
for the American resolution, 
which came after several Chi¬ 
nese swimmers tested positive 
for performance-enhancing 
drugs. Seven Chinese swim¬ 
mers, including the world 
champion, Yang Aihua, and 
Lu Bin, tested positive for 
DHT (dehydrotestosterone), a 
steroid, during the Asian 
Games in Hiroshima in Octo¬ 
ber last year. 

Gou announced that four 
officials from the Internation¬ 
al Swimming Federation 
(Fina) were expected “in two or 
three weeks" to investigate the 
use of drugs among competi¬ 
tors in China. 


FOOTBALL _ 

Tuesday's late results 
REPRESENTATIVE MATCH: Italian 
League 2 Enrtsleffln League 3. 
ENDSLBGH LEAGUE. Second dtwaor: 
Brighton i Bristol flevers 2. Wrexham 2 
Chester Z Hurd tfvtaton: Chesterfield 2 
Barnet 0; Wham J Northampton -1 
AUTO WINDSCREENS SWBD: Northern 
section: SemMSnal: Ciewo 0 Cartels 1. 
VAUXHALL CONFERBVCE; Runcorn 2 
Southport t. Halifax 1 Dagenham And 
Redbridge V. Stetkad 1 Brorrogiora 1 
BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE: Premier 
dwtsion: Postponed: Paw* Thelle v 
Dundee Unfled First cflvfeaon: AKtae l 
CJydebark 2; Duntermllne 3 Stranraer t. 
Postponed: SI Johnstone v Hand on 
Second dwtaton: Brechin 0 Stenhousemutr 
2: Queen of the South 3 East Fie 3. Third 
Arisen: Caledonian Thrtste 0 Montrose 2. 
Postponed: East Snrifag v Ataun 
FA UMBRQ TROPHY: Second round: 

Hafeonven 2 Guteefey 1. Wbfang 3 
Cheltenham 1. Postponed: Teoiril v 
Stevenage. Fantxxough v Husnden and 

Dtamancb Second-round replay: IKston 
vWeing 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION: First 
Ariston: Crystal Palace 1 Luton 3: Ipswich 
4 Brotcfl Rovers i Other games 
postponed 

PONT1NS CENTRAL LEAGUE First Cfivt- 

ston: Sheffield Unfed f Coventry 0: 
Rotherham 0 Stoke 5. Nolls County 2 
Sundettend V, Last 8 Bolton 0 Second 
A/taion: Manchester C3y 0 Sheffield 
Wednesday 1: Otdtram 4 HuddarsJteU 3: 
QrnnshyOHuBI. 

BEAZEA HOMES LEAGUE: Premier divi¬ 
sion: GresJev Raven 5 Trwbndge T. 
kftfland cBvteaon: Balwxth 2 Bndgriorth 5: 
Btekm 3 Evesham 3: Dudley 1 Forest Green 
t; King's Lynn i Bucfancram ft Leicester 
Data Moor aeon3: Nuneaton 1 Newport 
AFC ft. RC Warwick 3 Arrntoge 1 i RolhweD 
4 Grantham ft; Tarworth 2 ReddUCh 1. 
Southern dvtaion: Srartrae 1 Ashford Z 
Margate 2 Burnham 1 
D1ADORA LEAGUE: Premier cSvtarOru 
Walton end Haraham t Enfield 3 Post¬ 
poned: Dutwicti v Aylesbury. League Cup: 
Fourth round:. St Albans 3 Slougn 4 
KONICA LEAGUE OF WALES: League 
cup: 11*11 round second teg: Conwy 3 
Hotywdl 3 Ago 3 3 (HofywA win on away 
goal rule). Postponed; Llan&artffraid v 


ALLBRIGHT BTTBY WELSH CUP: Fifth 
round: Swansea 8 Porthmadog 0. 
RVT&RNATKDNAL MATCHES: ferae) 4 
Uuamboura 2 im Ashdod); Auaiafe 3 
Japan i fm Sidney!; Aigentrta 4 Bulgaria t 
fin Buenos Aiesj. 

SPANISH CUP: ThM round, second teg: 
Aiteuco Madrid i Barcelona 3 tAttatro 

Madnd wn on agHI- 


FRENCH CUP: Quarter^nab. Pars Sami- 
Getman 3 Toulouse 0. Chaieautou* 0 Le 
Havre l: Baste 1 Gunciamp 1 <aei. Basiia 
won 4 -3 on penalties) 

SCHOOLS MATCH: English SnWrare 
Trophy. Undar-19: Second round: 
Nwthgate HS. Sulk* 4 3l tgnaitus College. 
Middlesex 3 pet) _ 

_ ATHLETICS _ 

MOSCOW indoor meeting: 60nr M 
Rosswass (GB) S66sec. 200m; 1. J 
Williams, (US) 20.95: 2. S Wanso (GBj 
21 03 400m: B Whiffle [GB) 47.29 Mfle: V 
Shaijuno (Russ) 3mn 57.768K. 110m 
hurries: A Johnson (US) 13 34 sec (world 
best) 5km wale M Shchennfeiv (Ru3s) 
18 mm 07 08sec [world recwdl Poievaiit 
R Gaiaufcn [Russ) bBEm. Triple Jump: E 
Ouesada (Cuba) 1735. Woman: 200m N 
Voronova (Russ) 23 S3sec. 400m: T 
Chebyktna (Russ) 5239. 800m: L 
Rogaowva (Ribs) 2u»n Ol.sasoc 
jump: E Gtfaeve (Russ) 1 98m Trfpie 
unp: A Biyitova (Russ) 14.75 Shoe V 
Fedvusntna (Ufa) 18 38 


BASKETBALL 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA): Deoal 
106 New^York 94. Miami 112 MHwaJcee 99; 
New Jersey 109 CharioOB EH; Orlando til 
Indiana 92L Minnesota 96 Washington 99; 
Sen Artiomo 112 Utah 96. Da las 95 
Portend 90: Houston 124 LA Clippers 104; 
Denver 88 Atlanta 99, Seattle (18 Golden 
State 108: Sacramento 108 Boston 101 

BOWLS 


FOR THE RECORD 


\"3TO iBamondsev) hi Rov Dehara 
(Ashiord). rsc 9h Super-bantam (6mdsi. 
Mad Bowers (Soumampionj tfl Graham 
McGrarh (Wartey), pts, 

THIAI5, France. European Sghtweigm 
champtonship (i2mdsr Jean^aprisJe 
Mendy (Fr. hokterl fcs Oleg Marchenko 
(Huasjpts. _ 

_ CESTA RUN _ 

STMOFdTZ. AnsVatrnbeHaCup. (.Avon 
Bohlen und Hsttacfl iGert t&J.llsec; 2. M 
Mefeher (Sfaic) 157.25. 3. J Badrott (Sv«q 
157 80 

_ CRICKET _ 

SHEFFIELD SHIELD (first day ol IdT): 
NUbwiK Varna 226-7 (M aw ill) v 
Queensland Adelaide: South Australia 
321-4 (P Nobes 101. D Lehmam 91) v 
Western Australia 


US PGA TOUR MONEY LIST (us unless 
staled) 1. P Jacobsen SA70.96V. 2. P 
Mctafc&n 265,763: 3. V Sfagfi (Fiji) 
236.961. A. J Morse P35.&52: 5, 0 Duval 


(NBA): Deoal 212,521:6. S Efcrntan (Auc) 208,910.7. M 
IfitJaJeeSG; Catonsxha 16B.249; 9, B Uatzkfl 
3: Orlteido 111 161.733; 9. T Uhman 153.850; 10. B 
taslflngwn 99; Crcnsha* 1S2-583. _ 

ICE HOCKEY 

to lie Golden —-—-- 

SOsion 101 NATIONAL LEAGUE: NY Hander? 2 

- Quebec 3: PfflsEunh 5 Boston 3; Tamps 

Bay 2 PhUacktahra 5 


PRESTON: Churcftfl insurance world 
Indoor charnpkxrahips (Engtand ude» 
staled): Pairs: G Rnbartan (Scot) and M 
McMahon (HK) a M rang aixJ G Hffltow 6-7, 
7-5,1-7,7-5, 7-4. J Mfltgr (Scot) and HDifl 
(Scot) tt S GtassoriAie) aid l Taytor 
7-6,1-7. 7-5. 7-1, G Smflh and A Thomson 
bt C Peer (Watos) and I Morgan fWafesi 7- 
5. 6-7. 7-6, 7-2. Stogtex Rrfl round: A 
MashditScot)ttPMuQ»lCan) 7-0.6-7.7- 
0,7-4. NButettlSAlbfW Wood (Seal) 1-7. 
7-5, 3-7, 71. 7-5. R Weak? (Wa«) tt G 
Robertson (Scot) 8-7. 7-4. 7-2.2-7. 7-5. T 
Allcock « S Qacaon lAus) 7-2.3-7.7-3.7- 
0: R Brassey (NZ) M G Sm*h 6-7.7-5.4-7, 
7-6,7-4; W Ffctmfc « J Heray (Ire) 0-7.7- 
2.7-0,7-4. _ 

_ BOXING _ 

BETHNAL GREEN: CommonwuBh twnv 
tamwaigM champio n ship (I2mds): John¬ 
ny Armar (Chatham, holder) fctf Tata' 
Sokuu(SA).rsc7Ji Super-mWdla f8rncfc}: 
joeCatsgiie (Nowwntae) t* Frank Mrton 


(US) ho 1st Ught-m 
Jackson (Battersea) 


VSb fflmds): Gilbert 
bt Chr>$ Fbchtsds 


(Nonmgrrarnl rsl 3rd Waiter (fimds): Jason 
Beard (BecMorfl M R»:hBrt3*reiow (North¬ 
ampton) pis Wefter (fimcti): Danny Ste- 


Bay 2 PhUadelphte 5 _ 

RUGBY UNION 

WTERNAnONAL MATCH: Japan 36 Ton¬ 
ga 5 fin Tokyo). 

TOUR MATCH: Midlands A 23 Romany A 
26. 

HBNEKEN LEAGUE: Second dwtetorr 
Postponed: Maestogw South WatesPofioe 
CLUB HUTCHES: Lydrey 26 RAF 15; 
Nuaih 60 Tondu 7. Pomponed: Abwcam v 
Newport Pontypridd v Pgrtafih; Qstnr Vale 
v Btama; PartypoQl v Mourflatn Ash. 

_ SWIMMING _ 

ualmO: Short course world Cup: Wk>- 
nera: Men: FreeoMe: 100m: A Pooow 
(Russ) 484lsec 400m: S Zisnar (per) 
3min 45 31-set. 2 P Palmer (GB) 3 45 89. 
Braa s tetrote- 200m: a Ivanov (Russ) 
2.C0.OB. Butterfly: 50m: E Ctoen {Non 
24.80. 200m: C-C firemer (Ger) i«67. 
Backstroke; 100m. J Rouse JUS) 5368 
Medfer. 100m; R Seibr (Ger) 55J8 
Women: Freestyle: 50m: J ^ooerg (5me) 
25.46.200m: F wan Afasck IGb) 156 77 
800m: M Niteon (Swe) 830 72 Breest- 
strokK 100m:BBewiefBefil t»33 Sadk- 
atiohw. SOm: D Karwromca: (Pol) 2B23. 
200m: M Jacobsen (Don) 2.09.64 Butter- 


fty TDOm: A Kennedy iAus) 5931. Medley: 
2Q0m: B vederoaatd (Penj 2:10 ,86. 

_ TENNIS _ 

PARIS: Women's indoor tournament RraT 
rornd K Habsudova (Sknrakia) bt S Rentier 
(Hofl) 6-1. 6-1. P La^jriwa iCz) bl N 
DahWan (Fin) 8-1. 6-2 J Vlfesner (Auslna) 
bt M Babel (Ger) 6-2.5-7. W; S Appetewts 
(Ben tx A Cartsson (Sue) 6-2.6-2 Second 
round: M Hmyi (S«rtz) or J HalanJ (Ft) 6-4. 
6-1 

MOAN: Men's indoor tournament RrsJ 
round: O OalaBre (Fr) bt A ConHja (Spl 6-3, 
4-6, 6-1: A Vofrov (Russi bt J Stokenbera 
(Aus) 6-2. 7-5, P Korda (Gg bt JH Dadds 
(Hoi) 6-7. 6-2, 6-3: Y KalHnfcov (Russ) bt K 
Now aeek tCz) 6-4, 6-2, R Furlan |i)UR 


SSnchez (Sm 6-4. 6-3. Second round Y 
Kaaiefaiw (Buss) wfo K Kuoera (Slovakia) 

scr S Dosedel (Grt W A Berasaegu (Srt6- 

7. 6-2, W 

MEMPHIS: Mai’s tournament {US untess 
Saed): First round A Jairyd (Sm) bt N 
Perara Wen) 6-4. 6-z L Rehmam K3etl a 
DRWICz) 2-6,6-4,6-4; B Gtoert bl L Gtona 
i- 6 . fM, 6 -»; J Slarfi« A O'Bnen W. 6 - 7 . 6 - 
l: M Gostaw (Gel W G Fborrc (Fr) I- 6 . 6 J. 

6-4; L Jensen fat M Joyce 6-4. 7 - 5 . J Grate 
bt M Patctwy (G 8 ) 7 -fl, $.3 Seccxid round: 
T Martin a A Mionz (Ger) 7-5.6-4; 0 Seven 
jN7)aAChe5notov(Rus3)4-6. 7-6.6-2.A 

Boasch (Frt wta B Shefton sa. R Renebera 

a J Morgan (Aus) 64. 6-1 
OKLAHOMA: Women's tournament (US 
unless stated): Fka round T Whitfno*- 
Jones a L Couriers (Bet) 6-7, 60, 6-1: A 
Keller a MZhrec-Sfaj^ |G^) 6-2. 7-5. L Po- 
run OJSl « P My (Can) 8-4,6-0; E LSshorf. 
sera (Kaz) U L Lee 6-1. 6-4: N Sradtke 
(Aus) U T Rawa iTtess) 6-2. ftfi. 6-2; K 
MSer U E Hakaire 3-6. 6-3, 6-0; B Schufts 
(HOE) wBRemfldter (Austria) 6-3. 6 - 4 ; a 
F rafew tt E de Lone 6-2, 6-3. E ReJnach 
(SA) a C Cnstaa (Rotj 6-2 6-1. 


SUNDERLAND: LTA women's satellite 
toumammr (GB untess siaied): Fret 
round: K Warne-Hcfltand a LChm (Chna) 
8-3.6-2: B Scfawartz lAusmaj» C Newman 
WB-l. 5-7, 7-5. L JeOs U P Tampwn (ti) 
tl, 6-2; M zavao* fkj a K Hand 6-1.6-1. J 
Yi (China) a H Thoms (Ger) s-i 6-1. 

round S Tse u D Sobottova (CD 
6-4,6-4, S Gerice (Ger) bl OHostafawa (C/l 
W. 63. O hranora (Russ) a A LmKova 
(Puss) 64.2-6.62, J Dune a L Jetts 62, fr 
f; J. Y1 i Ch| nai W M Zavagll (h» 5-7.7-5.61. 
M Marfina (Russ) a M Wanwnght 6-4.6-2: 
NEfi«ova fftKsj a P Soyanova (Bui) 6-1. 
6ft; wame+fonand a SchwarC4-6.63.7- 

COVENmY: LTA Men's sateflite louma- 
™ rt ^stated). First rouTd: R 

Wass® 1 (Hoi) W C Beectw 63.64; T Kfi- 
WiSy* 61 ,9 ^ ;r «dar« : cn (Sure) 7-6. 6^: 
« h4av ®I r 3 HU b* M Mertadn 64. 7 - 6 . M 
ftwas flJSl bl C N'&aran (NoryC) 63.7-6 
A Strambru (SwC) a A Rybafco (Iftr) 67. 


^C) 64. 61. S Mathau iFr) W C Benner I 

POOLS D IVIDENS 

UJTL^DODS; Treble cJiance [msodnum 
“^“'YTbbsscJ as per rate 9 (cj (iBl 22 n« 

70. 21 C46.70.20fc- 
* ^05. Fnie rftrtttends orfly: See 
h* 9 (O.Four Oram\ £7.95. Ten homes: 
C19.8a Fwb aways: £275 35 . 

c *®K» flour dwittencte 

SS?iS’^ 80 ' "• 

2fci ifcuS. Trebte chance: 22tns 

■y.’Lf 2 ' 15 21 e2 - 40 M,f- 

onv (see rate 9a). 
rSaiiSw^ 0500 Pour homes 
fun%! H19T ; £49 -°°- ^ "* 


littlepbods. oois H 

TH OUSAN DS Of WINNERS EVERYWHERE 
IH THIS WEEK'S PAYOUT OF OVER £4.8 MILLION 

INCLUDING OVERSEAS WINNER OF £3M 690 

niHioiHa ii-Boumn nt uu * ** 

22 Pei —...£20,298-80 4 Draw* _ 

.-. <”s.7o to .ii* So 

lOyiPli...£9.90 7 .<275.35 

20 Pm....<3.05 ._ 
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Match referee was asked to investigate betting on tour of Pakistan 

Salim caught up in bribeiy allegations 


SPORT 45 


By Simon Wilde 

ANY danger that the accusa¬ 
tions of attempted bribery in 
international cricket would 
peter out for lack of names of 
those who had allegedly of¬ 
fered monev disappeared yes¬ 
terday when The Age. a 
Melbourne newspaper 
claimed that Salim Malik, the 
Pakistan captain, would be 
identified in the sworn state¬ 
ments of Australian players 
that were on their way by 
courier to the sport's world 
governing body' in London. 

In view of Salim's position, 
such a charge could hardly be 
more serious, the penalties — 
if the charge is proved — 
almost unthinkable, facts re¬ 
flected in the reluctance of 
most protagonists to pass 
comment on an issue that 
threatens to plague the game 
for the foreseeable future' One 
of the uncontested facts is that 
the Australian Cricket Board 
has received statements from 
several of its players who 
toured Pakistan in 1994 and 
has, as requested, sent them 
,«an to David Richards, the 
chief executive of the Interna¬ 
tional Cricket Council (ICC). 

For Salim, there could be no 
escape. He was committed to 
tending his country in a Test 
match in Zimbabwe yester¬ 
day. although he ad mined 
that the furore caused by the 
publication of his name on 
another continent several 
hours earlier almost resulted 
in him withdrawing from the 
match in Harare. 

“I was just out of my mind," 
he said after scoring only 20 as 
Pakistan were dismissed for 
231. “I was under pressure and 
I was shaking. 1 got a lot of 
encouragement from my 
team. The boys are also quite 
depressed, but I am glad thev 
didn’t believe this." 

Of the newspaper allega¬ 
tion. he said: M I think rTs 
shameful. I don't believe it. 
This is stupid — Aus$70.00G. I 
wish I could have that sort of 
money, you knew. I never 
spoke to anybody like this. I 
will speak to my lawyer and 
will take legal action.” 

The Sydney Morning Her¬ 
ald alleged last weekend that 
two Australian players, Shane 
Wame and Tim May. had 
been offered Aus$70,000 
(about £33,000) each by a 
“prominent Pakistani cricket 
.personality” last September to 
•Jthrow" a Test match in 
Karachi. "Do you think after 
13 years f can do such a stupid 
thing? 1 never spoke to any of 
them [the Australians) about 
this. I just say ‘hello’ to them 
on die ground. I never 
socialise with anybody- f am a 
quiet person." 

A formidable task faces the 
ICC. which had already prom¬ 
ised an inquiry into briber) 1 
claims. Richards will know 
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Salim, who denies allegations of attempting to bribe Australian cricketers, applauds his players on the Grst day of the Test in Harare yesterday 


more after he has examined 
the players' statements, and 
met with Javed Burki, chair¬ 
man of the ad hoc committee 
in chttrge of Pakistan cricket, 
in London early next week and 
with Australian officials in 
Sydney later this month. 

’ Burki. who was in Harare 
yesterday, said: “Our stand is 


if there was any attempt at 
bribery, then certainly action 
will be taken against the 
person or persons responsible. 
But we are not going to 
condemn anybody out of hand 
or unheard." 

Exactly how long Richards 
has known of the specific 
allegations surrounding Aus¬ 


tralia's tour of Pakistan is a 
matter of debate, but it became 
apparent yesterday that he 
was concerned enough about 
possible corruption to ask 
John Reid, the ICCs match 
referee on the tour, to carry out 
a covert investigation. 

. “I was asked to look into 
betting." Reid said in The 


Australian yesterday, “but I 
certainly did not know about 
any offers to the Australians. 
No sir. Nobody approached 
me about bribery, not at all. 1 
would have expected to hear 
about that. It goes to the spirit 
and repute of the same.” 

Why the Australian players 
did not make known the 


Inzamam averts Pakistan collapse 


By Our Sports Staff 

INZAMAM-UL-HAQ saved 
Pakistan’s blushes on the first 
day of the third and final Test 
with Zimbabwe in Harare 
yesterday, scoring an impres¬ 
sive century as Pakistan 
slumped to a disappointing 
first innings of 231. Inzamam 
scored 101 — the first hundred 
by a Pakistani batsman 
against Zimbabwe — but 
there was scant support from 
his team-mates in conditions 
that seemed ideal for batting. 

Indeed. Pakistan won the 


toss and derided to bat on a 
mild wicket and against solid 
but unspectacular bowling. 
They also began brightly 
enough, the openers. Aamir 
Sohafl and Shakeel Ahmed, 
patting on an entertaining 42- 
run stand for the first wicket 
but then the pressure of recent 
bribery allegations began to 
tell and die clearly upset 
Pakistanis succumbed to a 
series of individual mistakes. 

When, in the space of 12 
balls, first Sohail and then the 
No 3. Saeed Anwar, paid for 
rash shots with their wickets. 


the day’s pattern was estab¬ 
lished. Only Inzamam 
seemed unaffected by the 
turmoil his colleagues were 
suffering. In his 205 minutes 
at the crease, he hit” 12 fours 
and two sixes in his crucial 
168-ball innings. 

Inzamam shared the spot¬ 
light with Heath Streak, the 
Zimbabwe pace bowler who 
is the leading wicket-taker in 
the series and who added four 
to his tally yesterday. 

PAKISTAN: Firs! Innings 
Aamir Sotea c P Strang a StieaV 21 
Shaken Atmnd c A Flow b rtTwtdl 29 
Saeeo Anw» c Euichad b Streak . . < 


-Satin Mai* cG Power b£<rea&. 20 

Ijaz Ahmed bw b Streak . . — 41 

hsamam-ui-Haq c P Strong b Etram . 101 
t Rashid Laitt cPSirang bBStre^g .6 

Waam Akram b B Strang . ..0 

Manrooi EtaJs c Streak b B Sirens _ O 

Aqto Javed runout ■ . . 0 

Aim Nazi ryot cut . —. 0 

&.ir«|it.3. *3. nb3i . . 9 

Total .. . „ 231 

FAU. OF WICKETS M2. 2-t6.3-64.-1-83. 
5-159. 8-180. 7-180. 8-183. 9-203 
BOWLING Sneak 18-4-S3-I Bran 12.3-1- 
48-1 B Sltaro 32-15-13-3. Whmall 18-3-73- 
I.Butdurf 3-0-11-0 

ZIMBABWE: Firy rnnrgs 

G W Flcmr not wjj . 0 

S Cause ras cut . -- . 3 

£.jras mb lj 1 _ 

Total-4 

AD Ft Carnet*!. D L Houghton. *TA FKjwwr. 
G J WTwtaS. I P Bulchan. P A Strang. H H 
SiftMk. C> H Brain and B Strang to Oal 
BOWLING WassYt2-l-l<0. Aqib 1-0-3-0 


bribery attempts earlier, and 
then apparently to the media, 
is another mystery, one that 
was perhaps responsible for 
Burki wondering yesterday 
whether there was a “cultural, 
communications problem at 
work here". 

Some of the alleged ap¬ 
proaches were certainly bi¬ 
zarre. Mark Waugh yesterday 
added his name to those who 
claimed to have been offered 
money to produce sub-stan¬ 
dard performances, saying he 
was telephoned in his hotel 
room in Lahore at 2am and 
offered US$100,000 (about 
E64.000) by an unidentified 
caller. 

The Australian also claimed 
yesterday that the ICC had 
received reports that “umpires 
have been offered amounts 
close to US$100,000 to assist 
specific outcomes". It is also 
being alleged that the state¬ 
ments of the Australian play¬ 
ers name at least one other 
high-profile Test player from 
the Asian sub-continent for 
offering bribes. 


Power cut disrupts 
day-night practice 


Wickets tumble on old Test pitch 


THE England A team’s day- 
night international in Hyder¬ 
ated will go ahead as 
scheduled today after a power 
failure disrupted practice yes¬ 
terday. The floodlit game, 
which will deride the three- 
match one-day series against 
India A, was threatened when 
fire damaged the stadium’s 
generating plant, prompting 
officials to consider bringing 
forward the start to complete 
play in daylight. 

Lights on four pylons failed 
yesterday, forcing England to 
cancel their practice. Engi- 
v neers later announced they 
v had repaired the damage and 
that the match would go 
ahead as planned. 

Ranga Reddy, the secretary 
of the Andhra Pradesh Cricket 
Association, said: “We have 
hosted many day-night match¬ 
es in this stadium and this has 
never happened before." 




The England selectors 
sprang a surprise by naming 
the Warwickshire wicket¬ 
keeper. Keith Piper, for his 
second one-day international 
in three days at the expense of 
Paul Nixon, of Leicestershire. 

Explaining why they had 
abandoned their policy of 
rotating players, the England 
team manager. Phil Neale, 
said: “We found it difficult to 
split them, but as Nixon 
played in two of the three 
Tests, we felt Piper should 
play in two of the three one- 
day internationals. They have 
both performed very well. 
There's not much to choose 
between them." 

England- who squared the 
series in Ahmedabad. will 
play in grey kit with red and 
white piping. 

ENGLAND A. A P Welts (captain. M V 
Kn-Sit DLHemp. MRFomprakasb. JER 
listen PNWe^M. DGCort-. K JPpef G 
Chappie. M M Paid. R D Siemp 


By Our Sports Staff 

STEVE WAUGH came to 
Australia's rescue yesterday 
when they were struggling to 
reach a target of 124 to beat 
South Africa in the opening 
match of the New Zealand 
centenary tournament in 
Wellington. 

Waugh finished unbeaien 
on 44 as Australia scrambled 
home by three wickets, having 
stumbled to 56 for five after 
Mark Taylor and Greg 
Blewetl had put on 38 for the 
first wicket. 

The out-of-form David 
Boon. Mark Waugh and a 
newcomer. Rick Ponting, were 
among the failures as the 
South Africa seam bowlers 
brought about a mid-innings 
collapse. 

Ian Healy then joined 
Waugh in a decisive partner¬ 
ship worth 47. but this could 
have been nipped in the bud 
by Mike Rindei had he held on 


io a skyer offered by Healy 
early in his innings. 

Paul Reiffel joined Waugh 
after Healy’s dismissal and 
though he scored only eight, 
before falling toCronje. it was 
enough to avert a second 
collapse and allow Waugh to 
ensure victory. 

Waugh's was easily the 
highest individual score on a 
pitch that had been used for 


the second Test match be¬ 
tween New Zealand and West 
Indies, wltich finished just 
before lunch on Monday. 

The best of ihe South Africa 
bowlers were Cronje. who 
finished with two for 15. and 
the medium-pacer. Eric Si¬ 
mons. who conceded just 19 
runs off his ten overs while 
picking up one wicket- 

South Africa, who won the 


WELLINGTON SCOREBOARD 


SOUTH AFRICA 

G N Krrsien c Healy t-Fteitol .. . 15 

li Rude! c Tayta D Ro4M 14 

-W J Cionie r Taylw P Bleweti 22 

D J Cuinan si Healy b Wame 0 

j N Rhodas b M-HSiaih 25 

0 CaUagtwn c S Waugh t> Wame 1 
ID J Richadson nd dm 22 

E Simons fcw 6 M'rGrWh 8 

P L Syfnscu c M W*uah b May 10 

F S *> Vtoxc b BoJiei . 8 

A A CwwM b 0 

Ftfras (no 4 ti 2( £ 

Tola! -- 123 

FALL OF WICKETS I 20. 2 48. 4-S4. 

5-56. 6-95. 7-95.8-111.9-U1 
BOWLING McOrdOi 101-25-2 Rome* 02- 
2-58-4. Blenwn 10-0-30-1. Wame 10-318- 
5. May 8-O-20-1 


AUSTRALIA 

‘M A Taylor c Cuinan b <3e YiH-as 24 
G Bkweli run cm CaHaciian T4 

M E Waugh b Symcc* ' 11 

D C Boon Sw b cJe VWore - . . . 1 
S R Waugh rd am 44 

R Footing b Sanons . 1 

K A Healy ion b Creme . . .18 

F R Rertlei c ftv-Jer. dv Creme . . B 
S K Wame noi os .. . - _ 7 

E.dras lb ii . . i 

Toial (7 wtas)_124 

T B A May and G D M..-Gratb aid nd bal 
FALL OF WiO ETS 1 -138.2-39.3-39.4-55. 
5-W. 6-103. 7-115 

BOWING Donald 743-32 0 V*ais 10- 
£ >l-5. Sum 10-3-19-1 ^ymoca 10-1- 
23-t ilrrcije 62-1-15-2 


toss, were dismissed in 462 
overs. Reiffel finishing as the 
most successful Australia 
bowler with four for 27 to 
advance his claims for a place 
in the party for the tour of 
West Indies starting next 
month. 

Shane Wame struck twice 
during a spell in which South 
Africa lost four wickets for 
seven runs, dismissing Daryll 
CuJlinan and David Calla¬ 
ghan with the aid of a swift 
stumping by Healy and a 
smart catch by Steve Waugh 
at backward point. 

Jonty Rhodes, who helped to 
give the score a more respect¬ 
able look, finished as top 
scorer with 25, while David 
Richardson got in a few lusty 
blows before Reiffel was 
brought back to wrap up the 
innings by bowling Fartie de 
Villicrs and Allan Donald. 

India play New Zealand in 
the second match of the tour¬ 
nament today. 




football 

Kfck-otf 730 unless sidled 

FA UMBRO TROPHY: Second round: 
YKNiIvSIewrtaga f7 45). FambwC-ugh v 
Rushden and Diamonds (7 J5 > 

AVON frtSURANCE COMBINATION: 
first division: Ncmricfi City v Bngfiton 
FAI HARP LAGER CUP: FirsWound 
replays: Cort. v UCD: Monagbon v 
Donbas H (2301. 

Schools matches 

FA PREMIER LEAGUE ™°PHY: 
Under-10: Derhystwe i Nwtiiflrts at 

HeQnofT<wm;SiaftsvhtonsaiNewcasti- 

under-Lvme FC 

LONDON CUP: Middtesex v 14071 
BlMjeck College (20) 


T HE ta8> TIMES 

SPORTS SH1V1CE 

RACING 

Commentary 

Can 0891500 123 

RcMillS 

Can 0 891 100 *23 

Calls cost 39p per min gfff g 6, 
49p per min at alt other holes 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES CUP: Newham 
v Medway al Macmtlan Siadmm. 
SNICKERS TROPHY: Under-16: Sec- 
XSiTSrS: Bteswd Robert Jot^^on. 
Shropshire v King Charles I. Worcester 
(2.301 

rugby union 

MCA-off 7.0 unfesc srawd 

Club matches 

Edinburgh Acads v Coreioiphn® . 

Maesleg v Naniyttyiton . 
Mmamockv Glasgow Hk - 

HarieqiAns v La Tattoda (Arg) t7 
tcHnburgb Wndis v Walsomans 

rugby league 

Sflk Cut ChaBengo Cup 

Fourth round 

Swmton v Leigh 

(at Gigg L3P® Bury. • 301 •■■■ 

OTHER SPORT 

BASKETBALL- Budwefee. Uague: 
London v Derby (8 0) 
bowls: CTiurrhill l"MWe ^ trh 
door championships iPiesion) 

« HOCKEY’ Brtlisn League 1 Autumn 

SoNuil <3 0). 

TENNIS: 

louirisn'em iSvndeilandi 


O’Sullivan slips from golden heights 


RONNIE O'SULLIVAN and 
John Higgins, the youthful 
protagonrsis in the Benstm 
and Hedges Masters snooker 
final four days ago. both 
played well helow tlieir best 
but still reached the last 16 of 
the £325.000 Sweater Shop 
International Open at Bourne¬ 
mouth yesrerday. 

O’Sullivan, who collected a 
£120.000 first prize al Wem¬ 
bley. carried his prize-money 
for the season to over £200.000 
with a less-than-impressive 5-2 
second-round victory over 
Tony Knowles. 

Breaks of 60 and 56 in the 
first two frames suggested that 
O'Sullivan was cueing well, 
but with Knowles, once world 
No 2. so woefully out of touch. 
O'Sullivan found it impossible 
to maintain his concentration 
and the exchanges became 
extremely scrappy. 

Higgins encountered much 
sterner opposition from a fcl- 
low-Scot. Drew Henry, before 
he potted a long pink and the 


black in the eighth frame to 
complete a 5*3 win. The pivoial 
frame, though, was the sixth, 
lusting 41 minutes, which Hig¬ 
gins wun by pelting a difficult 
black to a tiaulk pocket m level 
al 3-3. 

John Rarron. the holder, 
avenged a first round defeat in 
the Dubai Classic four months 
ago by beating Billy Snaddon 
5-1 In common with Higgins 
and O’Sullivan. Parrott 
showed linle fluency, although 
he did compile a break of S3 in 
the fourth frame. 

In rhe last 16. Parr on will 
play Alain Robidoux. of Cana¬ 
da, while Higgins faces Ken 
Doherty, who played some of 
the best snooker of the day 
during a 5-1 win over Peter 
lines, of Leeds. 

Mark Johnston-Alien, a for¬ 
mer pupil of Bristol Grammar 
School, was responsible for 
the totally unexpected first- 
round elimination of Stephen 
Hendry, the world champion, 
late on Tuesday evening. He 



Hendry: surprise defeat 


beat Hendry 54 after a match 
in which the Scot strangely 
appeared devoid of Confi¬ 
dence. 

“It's a joke. When I play like 
that I feel Hke packing it in " 
Hendry, who also lost his 
previous two meetings with 
Johiwton-AJlen. said. "I'm los¬ 
ing to people who shouldn’t 
even be in the same room. 


That’s one of the worst three 
performances of my career." 

Johnston-Alien, the world 
No 44. managed only one win 
in nine world-ranking tourna¬ 
ments throughout the entire 
19934*4 campaign. 

Hendry recovered from 0-2 
to lead 3-2, but a 75 clearance 
enabled Johnsron-AJJen to win 
The seventh frame after he had 
trailed 494) and. although 
Hendry' levelled at 4-1 with a 
73 break. Johnston-Alien took 
a low-scoring deciding frame 
for victory. 

The result affords Steve 
Davis an opportunity to move 
within striking distance 
of Hendry at the top of the 
provisional world rank¬ 
ings. 

RESULTS (England unless staled). Third 
round: J Poron teal w Snaddon iScou 5- 


K Doherty (*«> til P Lines- 5-1. J Hngra 
(Scot; N D Henry (Scot! 5j. T Gnt&hs 
iWalrci &t J Wyen (Can) W). E Henderson 
(Scoli trt O Tayloi (N be) 6-3. P Ebtwi ti 0 
Fi*f)uscTi 5-1. D Mccgan (Wales) bt N 
Foutts 5-1. R O SuSwan tn A hnoMes 5-2, 
M Halieti W D Roe 5-4. M Prate w A gshop 
5-1. 


Romario relents to 
play for Brazil 

ROMARIO, who has been badly out of form since return to 
Brazil may play for football’s world champions in the match 
at home to Slovakia next week. Romario was persuaded to 
join the national team squad by his dub president at 
Flamengo. Kleber Leite. the man who masterminded his 
return to Brazil from the Spanish club, Barcelona, last 

month. 

The temperamental striker was among 22 players named 
In - the Brazil coach. Mono Zagalo, for the friendly in 
Fortaleza on February 22, but Romario gave the impression 
that he did not want io play, saving that he preferred to be 
port of the country’s team in the 19% Olympic Games. 

D The VfL Bochum striker. Roland Wohifarth. was fined a 
record DM60,000 (about C25J500) by his club yesterday for 
taking drugs. Bochum announced their decision as an 
added punishment to the eight-week suspension imposed by 
the German football federation after Wohifarth tested 
positive for morephredines in Leipzig in January during an 
indoor event. 

Cabannes reprimanded 

RUGBY UNION: Laurent Cabannes’s future in the French 
side was in doubt yesterday after he received an official 
reprimand for critical comments made in a newspaper 
(David Hands writes). Cabannes, 30. will play against 
Scotland in the five nations’ championship on Saturday, but 
only after the intervention of the French team management 
The Racing Club flanker said that French rugby 
administration had stood still for a decade and that he had 
no confidence in a federation dominated bv vested interests. 
Bernard Lapasset. president of the French federation, 
sought his expulsion from Saturday’s team and from the 
World Cup squad but was mollified by the player's apology. 
“We are going to lose the World Cup even before we play it if 
we carry on like this." Guy Laporte. the team manager, said. 

Alderman declines 

CRIK.ET: Terry Alderman, the former Australia Test 
bowler, has declined the offer to become director of coaching 
at Warwickshire. The Warwickshire chief executive. Dennis 
Amiss, said: “It appears that he has a good job and he didn't 
want to disrupt that or his family Life." Warwickshire are 
seeking a replacement for Bob Wooimer. who is coaching 
the South Africa national team. 

□ Northamptonshire have signed the Australia-born spin¬ 
ner. Craig Atkins. 28. Atkins became a British citizen earlier 
this month after living in England for seven years. 

England fall to French 

FOOTBALL* The England under-IS ream suffered a 54) 
defeat against the France under-17 professional side in 
Arm emigres yesterday. The England defence held firm for 
the first half-hour but was breached by a 35-yard strike from 
Jaures. Then, from a comer, the Monaco striker. Henry, 
headed in unchallenged at the near post and. after a careless 
tackle, Marty. Jaures's Auxerre team-mate, scored from the 
penalty spot England's second-half performance was 
spirited but Henry and Basire completed the rout with 
further goals. 

England sevens’ draw 

RUGBY UNION: England will make their debut in the 
Hong Kong sevens tournament next month in the same pool 
as Canada and Papua New Guinea (David Hands writes). 
They are in the same half of the draw as Australia and the 
perennial favourites. Fiji, while New Zealand, the holders, 
dominate the top half of the draw. England's initial training 
squad has. however, been halved by the withdrawal of 
players from Northampton and Harlequins, who meet in a 
Courage Clubs Championship relegation battle the same 
weekend. 

Coaches win changes 

SWIMMING: The Amateur Swimming Association has 
changed the way it sets qualifying standards for national 
championships after complaints from coaches. Instead of 
working with times set by swimmers at the previous year's 
championships, with all the anomalies that can occur at a 
one-off event, standards will now be set according to 
submitted times that represent swimmers' efforts over an 
eight-month to one-year period. Mike Drew, president of the 
British Swimming Coaches Association, welcomed the 
move as the "best deal so far, though not ideal" 

Slawinski recovers 

NETBALL: Kendra Slawinski was yesterday passed fit to 
lead England's effort to maintain tlieir 100 per cent record 
against Scotland at Worthing on Saturday. Slawinski from 
Luton, sustained a hamstring injury in training and 
managed to play only half of the match with Ireland last 
week. Joanne Hall, of Manchester, retains her place after an 
impressive 21-goal debut against the Irish. 

ENGLAND. K SfawtnsKi (Bedtortfchle, captain), H Manukw (Middlesex i. S Hartley 
(Surrey), F Murtagh (Ess&O. M Farrell (West VorFsta*). C Duncan rSuflofri. J Hall 
(Greater Mancftesl&r). LTopUss iDettrysnie). P Sutherland (Esseog. A Woods iSuflohl 

Windsor abdicates 

RUGBY UNION: Bobby Windsor, the former Wales and 
British Isles hooker, yesterday resigned as coach of 
Pontypool but has offered to see out the remainder of the 
season as the dub bids to avoid relegation to the second 
division of the Heineken League. The Pontypool committee 
last night said that it would accept the decision “with regret". 
Pontypool have five league matches remaining, and 
Windsor said: “1 will stick it out if they want me. If they- want 
to bring in a new man straight away, 1 would be happy." 


SNOW REPORTS 


Deptti Weather 

(emi Conditions Runsio (5pm) Lay 

L U Piste OH/p resort 'C sncw 

ANDORRA 

SeJdeu 35 80 icv varied slush fine 3 11/2 

(Heavy condrt/ons vwih rmia weather, good tun. though) 

AUSTRIA 

Igls 5 65 lair crust worn cloud 9 14/2 

(Very warm, pistes worn below 1.300m but still skablo) 

Mayrhofen 10 85 good heavy closed cloud 5 14/2 

(Generally good, a few worn patches on lower runs) 

Obergut gj 50 125 good varied good cloud -t 14-2 

(Hechouroi eweHeni. no queues and weB-groomed snow) 
Schiadming 30 90 goc-d fair lair fine 5 14/2 

(Generally good skiing on unciowded slopes) 

FRANCE 

AipedHuez 160 360 fan heavy slushy rain 2 15/2 

(Snowing above 2,000m; irony upper lifts dosed by wind) 

LesArcs 155 440 latr heavy lair rain 2 15/2 

(Ram ail day, heavy al times, colder weather forecast) 

Chamonix 70 545 heavy heavy slush rain 6 14/2 

(Raining all day but expected to turn to snow ) 

Flaine 135 280 heavy heavy heavy rain 8 13/2 

/Soggy conditions, very few skiers out) 


Cenrinie 80 250 good heavy good fair 6 13/2 

(Some lower runs slushy but generally good) 

SWITZERLAND 

C Momana 80 325 good varied fair rain 8 1 3/2 

(Snowing above 2.000m. rain below: poor wsWity) 

Ktosters 45 175 good heavy far doud 6 14/2 

(Runs to vaHw Getting hard and nmed; v*ry mrfd) 

Wengen 20 100 good heavy slush cloud 5 14/2 

(Upper runs slanding up weft lo warm weather) 

Source: Ski CiuO ot Great Britain. L - tower slopes: U - upper: art - artificial. 
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Long-standing jump record proves a leap too far 


HUGHBOtfREDGE 



Salle launches himself towards the white plastic flag during his unsuccessful attempt on the world standing long jump record at Mile End Stadium yesterday 


T he world standing long jump 
record has a distinguished 
history, but it was largely lost 
on the children of the Cubrtt Town 
Primary School who gave up on a 
record attempt long before Fred 
Salle did. They returned to hurling 
plastic javelins and jumping over 
foam hurdles, blissfully unaware of 
the giant leap for mankind being 
enacted before them on the wind¬ 
swept fields of the Mile End Stadi¬ 
um. in London’s East End. 

Salle, though, persevered. By the 
sixth jump, the British long jump 
No! was really getting the hang of it 
and what had begun as an imagina¬ 
tive publicity stunt for the Reebok 
Sports Hall Athletics Champion¬ 


ships. which includes standing 
jumps in its curriculum, had devel¬ 
oped into a serious personal chall¬ 
enge. “Just one more jump. Pm 
getting it right, now.” Salle called to 
Brian Hart the AAA official, who 
was ensuring fair play. 

Nobody seemed very sure of the 
rules, documentation of early compe¬ 
titions being scarce, except dial both 
feet bad to be on the ground behind 
the line prior to the jump. The world 
record of 3.65 metres was set by 
Johan Evandt. of Norway, 35 years 
ago and marked by a white plastic 
flag in the Mile End long jump pit. 
The Norwegians still take the disci¬ 
pline very seriously, though it ceased 
to be an Olympic sport in 1912. 


Andrew Longmore watches 
a brave but unsuccessful 
assault on one of athletics’ 
more obscure world records 


Most others have forgotten about 
it since the heyday of die American, 
Ray Ewry, whose ten gold medals in 
standing long jump nigh jump and 
triple jump in three Olympics — and 
the interim Games in Athens in 1906 
— make him die most successful 
Olympian of all time. 

He was also one of the most 
remarkable because, as a boy. he was 


paralysed, confined to a wheelchair 
and told he would never walk again. 
Unable to compete on equal terms in 
the more mobile events, he turned to 
the standing jumps and set a world 
record of 3.47m 01ft 4 3 -*in) for the 
long jump in the 1904 Olympics and 
5ft 5in for the high jump. Famous 
footsteps for Salle to follow. 

He beat Ewry’s long-jump record 
with his second leap but was still 
tantalisingly short of the white 
plastic flag. He had tried this before 
only while warming up in training 
and was starting to wish that he had 
rehearsed his technique more 
seriously. 

“Bend those knees a little more.” 
Hart advised. Salle tried rocking 


back on his heels, but overbalanced. 
His pre-jump routine was taking 
longer each time. That white flag 
was starting to prey on his mind. 

After six jumps, the world record 
still stood. Evandt must have had 
spring heels or a duff tape measure. 
On the seventh, in new rubber-soled 
trainers. Salle summoned every sin¬ 
ew. chastised himself and roared. 
“Come on. Fred.” a small boy 
shouted. But a trailing left leg cost 
him a precious millimetre or two. 
355m. 

“I'll have to practise a bit more.” 
Salle said, though he did break the 
British record. At least. 1 think he 
did. Nobody could quite remember 
what that was. either. 


German placed under glare of spotlight with precocious youth 


Graf forced to confront the future 


From Stuart Jones, tennis correspondent, in Paris 


V/ V • • IV* 


Brassey’s 

mettle put 
to the test 
by Smith 


TRY as she might. Steffi Graf 
cannot escape the spotlight 
that so discomforts her. De¬ 
posed in her absence by 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario as 
the world Nol, her initial 
attempt to regain her status 
threatens to develop into a 
media circus here. 

In the quarter-final of the 
Open Gaz de Paris, a compar¬ 
atively undistinguished tour¬ 
nament that she has never 
before deigned to enter, she 
will be exposed to a precocious 
youth who is making a mock¬ 
ery of women's tennis. Graf is 
to play against Martina 
Hingis. 

The pros pea resembles a 
marketing man's dream and 
Grafs potential nightmare. In 
a field of only 28 competitors, 
the top seed is to be challenged 
by the most celebrated of wild 
card entrants, it is the present 
against the future, the 25-year- 
old queen against the 14-year- 
old princess. 

Graf, having admitted earli¬ 
er in the week to feeling “a bit 
scared" about appearing in 
her first competitive match of 
the year, almost immediately 
disposed of her anxieties and 
her opponent, Elena Maka¬ 
rova. yesterday. Once she had 
demonstrated the force of her 
forehand, the most reliable 
weapon in the game, she 
swept to a convincing 6-2. 6-1 
victory. 

Not since 1987. before she 
started her collection of 15 
grand slam titles, had she 
s opened a year so belatedly. On 
that occasion she won her first 
event, the Virginia Slims of 


Florida, and went on to main¬ 
tain an unbeaten sequence of 
45 matches, seizing another 
seven titles, before she was 
beaten by Martina Navra¬ 
tilova in the Wimbledon final. 

Should she reassert herself 
and win this tournament, she 
will regain the No 1 position in 
the rankings. Yet. after ap¬ 
pearing in only one event in 
the last five months, she faces 
a future that is uncertain and 
enveloped in speculation. A 
German newspaper has this 
week predicted that this will 
be her last year of competition. 

Graf, who once indicated 
that she was to end her career 


Paris resolts- 


at the Olympic Games next 
year, insisted earlier in the 
week that she has not yet 
formed any plans to give up 
the game she has dominated, 
with Monica Seles, for the past 
eight years. 

Nevertheless, her recent in¬ 
jury problems have fueled 
rumours that she has entered 
her twilight. 

Although out of competitive 
action except for a brief ap¬ 
pearance in the Virginia Slims 
championship in November, 
she has been training and 
practising with her usual fa¬ 
naticism. Indeed, she looks 
leaner and showed no indica¬ 
tions of any restriction in 
movement from the back trou¬ 
ble that inhibited her, especial¬ 
ly during the second half of 
last year. 


So intensively did she exert 
herself in an effort to be fit in 
time for the Australian Open 
that she pulled a muscle in her 
right calf. Thus she lost the 
opportunity to defend the last 
grand slam title she held, 
which was claimed instead by 
Maty Pierce. 

For the first time in seven 
years she holds no grand slam 
tide, but she insists that tour¬ 
nament victories are not her 
motivation. She pursues only 
personal satisfaction and yes¬ 
terday’s brief outing supplied 
it for her. Her next match, 
though, will be staged in the 
full glare of publicity. 

Hingis has played only 14 
matches among the seniors 
but she has already twice 
beaten an opponent ranked 
No 18 in the world. The first 
was Sabine Hack, in Essen, 
shortly after she turned pro¬ 
fessional. 

The second was Julie 
Haiard, the runner-up here in 
the inaugural tournament in 
1993. In the Virginia Slims 
championship, she knocked 
out Sdnchez Vicario. but yes¬ 
terday she submitted to the 
youngster in little more than 
an hour, 6-4.6-2. 

German journalists, in¬ 
censed that other international 
colleagues were granted per¬ 
sonal interviews with Graf, 
denied them for a year, have 
assembled in Paris. Doubt¬ 
less. others will gather in the 
capital to see whether Graf 
can avoid the embarrassment 
that has already been suffered 
by others at die hands of die 
Swiss prodigy. 




By Gordon Allan 
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Graf returns after injury, striving to recapture the 

No I position she relinquished to Sanchez Vicario 


iquished 


WORD-WATCrtrife 


Answers from page 48 
PAKHAWAJ 

•; (d A doubleheaded drum used in Indian music especially that 
of the northern part of the country, from the Hindu “Prominent 
in our days are the pakhawaj and the fiabla. The former has a 
day body of irregular cylindrical shape; tapering slightly 
I towards tbe left hand, with a large surface of parchment"* 

POUDREUSE 

(b) A lady’s dressing-table of a kind made in France in the time 
of Louis XV. “A Poud reuse is a lady's powder or loDei table, 
often equipped with a mirrored lid in the centre which lifts up." 

RIDEMAN 

a (a) An operator of a roundabout or similar device at an 
amusement park or fair. “Every reader along Broadway knows 
that ‘Lemon Stands Don) Interest Ridemen* means that poor- 
paying amusement parks foil to attract operators of roller¬ 
coasters. chutetheefautes and carousels." 

ORTANIQUE _ 

(b) A citrus fruit resembling a slightly flattened orange, 
oroduced by crossing an orange and a tangerine and cultivated 
in the West Indies. A portmanteau word from orfange) * 
tanfgerine * un)ique. _ 


Armour ponders European title 


By Srikumar Sen, boxing correspondent 


SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 
I Ne6t! hxg6; 2 Ra3 and Black has no good counter against 

Rh>. 


JOHNNY ARMOUR, of 
Chatham, who retained his 
Commonwealth bantam¬ 
weight boxing titie by stop¬ 
ping Tsitsi Sokutu. of South 
Africa, in the seventh round at 
York Hall Bethnal Green, on 
Tuesday, is to seek nomina¬ 
tion as challenger for the 
European title if Naseem 
Hamed relinquishes the title. 

Hamed, the flamboy ant 
super-bantamweight from 
Sheffield, was to have de¬ 
fended against Johnny Bre- 
dahL of Denmark, but Frank 
Warren. Hamed’s promoter, 
'said that the champion is 
finding it difficult making the 
weight and is unlikely to box 
again at bantamweight 

Mickey Duff, Armour’s 
manager, said that if a chance 


to challenge for the world title 
came up first Armour would 
take it Duff added that he 
was quite prepared to meet 
his main rival in the British 
Isles, Wayne McCullough, of 
Ireland, the World Boxing 
Council No 1, but only if the 
bout was outside Ireland. 

Duff ruled out a bout with 
Hamed. even though Warren 
had been offering substantia] 
sums for the match. Duff 
claimed that Hamed was not 
a genuine bantamweight 
“Because weigh-ins are held 
the night before. Naseem 
would not be fighting as a 
bantamweight” Duff said. 

It is as well that Duff is 
against the bout because it is 
unlikely that Armour would 
be able to catch die elusive 


Hamed. Armour had trouble 
pinning down Sokutu, who 
was quick about the ring but a 
straightforward boxer. 

If Sokutu had carried a 
punch like Hamed’s. Armour 
would have been in serious 
trouble, for he was on one 
knee in the fourth round and 
wobbled momentarily in the 
fifth. It was only when the 
South African derided to 
punch it out that Armour 
managed to get in the solid 
shots that stopped him. 

□ Duff faces disciplinary ac¬ 
tion for calling Chris Eubank, 
tbe World Boxing Organis¬ 
ation super-middleweight 
champion, “scum” when he 
appears before stewards of 
the British Boxing Board of 
Control in London today. 


GARY SMITH lost and his 
England colleague. Wynne 
Richards, won in the first 
round of the Churchill Insur¬ 
ance world indoor singles 
championship at the Preston 
Guild Hall yesterday. 

Rowan Brassey. of New 
Zealand, beat Smith 6-7.7-5,4- 
7 7-6.7-4 in a three-hour match 
of high quality. Richards, 
runner-up in 19S8, took an 
hour and ten minutes less to 
overpower Jeremy Henry, of 
Ireland. 0-7.7-2, 7-0, 7-4. 

Smith has a fine record in 
this event having been a semi- 
finaiist Four times. Brassey. on 
the other hand, has lost three 
rimes in the opening round. 
Their match could not have 
been much closer. 

Brassey. gum-chewing, im¬ 
passive and a specialist lead at 
international level, considered 
himself a little unlucky not to 
have won die first two sets, 
and he fell 2-1 tehind. He won 
the fourth set from 4-1 down 
and. in the fifth, dropped four 
shots on the second end to trail 
4-2. 

Brassey ground out scores 
of one. one, two and one on the 
remaining ends to move on to 1 
a meeting with Robert | 
Wheale, of Wales, in die next 
round. “Gary’s a very difficult 
man to beat," Brassey said. 
"Neither of us ever got away in 
that game. Every shot had to 
be earned." Smith said: “The 
standard's higher than ever. 
Nobody can be taken lightly.” 

Henry. 3). is the youngest 
man in the championship. 
Last season, he won the Irish 
and British Isles singles. He 
flattered to deceive by taking 
the first set 7-0. because once 
Richards had found line, 
length and confidence, only 
one result looked possible. 

Mark McMahon, repre¬ 
senting Hong Kong, who won 
the inaugural International 
Open singles on this green last 
autumn, was too accurate for 
Adrian Welch, of Guernsey, 
winning. 7-2.3-7.7-2.7-1. 

Late on Tuesday night Tony 
Allcock, champion in 1986 and 
1987. showed some of his best 
form in defeating Stephen 
Glasson. a green-keeper from 
Brisbane, by three sets to one. 
Glasson a young bowler of 
considerable promise, eventu¬ 
ally had no answer to Allcock's 
relaxed skills and delicate 
conversion shots. Allcock's 
second-round opponent will 
be Neil Burkett of Cape 
Town. 
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Lost and no 

signposts , 


Never the Same Again. Radio 4. 9JOam. 

Amnesia, a great fewurito stu bbomly hangs on. 
out of fashion long again is a lost-memory 

Greg Hobday ^ ^tfe, he quit their house, 

forgotten who he used to be, and how he hadgo ^ j afpr 

assumed another identity. His return to lus ftmjr 
was as sudden and as mysterious as ihe a h Xrritorvtf5 

Interviewer Jenni Mills skilfully steers us dirough i_i 0 mr5v can 
had somehow lost all its signposts. Greg and Paulme Holliday can 

offer only limited direaions. 


The Comediennes. Radio 2, TJOOpm. 

June Whitfield is the perfect example of the JJ!? 

whose support has hefrd many -a 


whose support has helped many a number one -Jr£ 

Never the blushing bride! always the bridesmaid and happy t 

remain so. as we learn tonight Whitfield is a £5 

uncannily sharp ear far the potential in lines that frng “ 
rivals, would offer Ikde in the way of chucklejwwer. Tranjcior her 
whining responses to her dunderhead lover in The Glumms. Thmkof 


whining responses to her dunderhead lover in The Glumms. Thmkof 
her accurate impersonation of Mrs Thatcher m News Hudmines. 
Think of the mature good humour with which she count ered me 
juvenility of the late Teny Scott in Terry and June. Peter Davaue 
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FM Stereo. 4.00am Bruno Bruoksa BJO 
Steve Wright 9.00 Simon Mayo 124)0 
Usa L'Anson. incl at 12L30-13L45pm 
Newsbeat 2.00 Nicky Campbsfl AM 
Mari' Goodier 7M Evening Session 
9.00 Soundbite preview of the Brt: 
Awards 104)0 Marie Radctffie 12410- 
AOOvn Clare Sturgess 


FBI Stereo 6-OQam Sarah Kennedy 
6.15 Pause lor Thought 7.30 Wake Up 
to Wogan 9.15 Pause to Thought 930 
Ken Bruce 11.30 Jimmy Young 24J0pm 
Gloria Humitord 3JO Ed Stewart 5.05 
John Dum 7.00 The Comediennes: Sea 
Choice 7.30 David ASan 9-00 Paul 
Jones 104)0 From Taunton to Tennes¬ 
see and Back, final programme explor¬ 
ing the cross-tert feabon of music 1030 
The Jamesons 12.05 Steve Madden 
34» Ate* Lester 


All times m GMT- 4- 30 am BSC Engfeh 
4.45 Fntomagadn 5.00 Nemtour 6.00 
Morgenmegadn 630 Europe Today 
7M News 7.1S Off the Sheff: Jeon tie 
ftomUe 730 Network UK &00 News 
8.10 Words of Fatih 8.15 Good Books 
a30 John Peel 9-00 News 9-0% 
Business Report 9.15 From Our Own* 
Correspondent 9.30 The Fanrog World 
9 j 45 Sport IOlOO News 1001 Assign¬ 
ment 1030 Quote. Unquote 11.00 
Newsdeafc 11.15 BBC Engfeh 11-45 
Mittagsmagaztn 12.00 News 12.10pm 
Words of Faith 12.15 MuWrack: X-Press 
12 j 45 Sport 1.00 News 205 Outlook 
030 Oil the Shaft 2A5 The Learning 
World 3.00 News 3.15 The Greenfield 
CoBecbor 4.00 News 4.15 BBC Engfish 
4.30 Heute AtouaU S4X) World News 
SL05 Mtorid Business Reparr 5.15 BBC 
Engfeh 84X) Newsdesk &30 Heute 
Aktuefl 7 j 00 News 74B OudO0k7JOOn 
the Move 7A5 The Farming Work) 8410 


| RADIO 5 LIVE | 

News 8.10 Words ot Faith 8.15 The 
Wbrid Today 8J0 Europe Today 9.00 
News 104)5 Business Report 10.15 

5.00am Morning Reports 8.00 The 
BreaMast PrograTsne. refuting at &55 
anC 73S Ractog Preview B35 The 
Magazine, including at 9AO Fikn Re¬ 
view: 10.35 Eucne^vs. 114)0 Gut 
Reaction 124N) Mdday wnh Mar. 
including ai 12£4pm Moneycheck 24)5 
Ruscoe on Fwe. incUidmg at 3-15 Prrne 

Network UK 10A5 Sport 1140 
Newsdeek 11-30 Quote. Unquote 124)0 
News 12,15am Music Review 14)0 
News 14)5 Outlook 1.30 On the Move 
1A5 Global Concerns 24)0 Newsdesk 
2.30 A Hetory of the Novel in Six 
Chapters 34W News 3-15 Sport 3J0 
Focus on Faith 44X1 Newsdesk 

Mnisier‘3 Question Time 44X) John 
lnvarcate Nafionwide 7.00 Nows Extra. 

7 90 erwvt 7 *15 l/Vnnvrti on 

1 CLASSIC FM | 

us«ijiipy at 1 xu 4 m>j vTUitttPt la i 

Tcp 8.05 Saridi Toksvra on the Floor 
9.05 SporsAmenca 10-05 News Tak 
11.00 Niglt Ejcra. indudtog at 11.45 
The Rnanoal Wortd Tonight ISLOSam 
Aher Hours 24)5 Up Afl r^ght 

64XtoRi Nick Baday 9.00 Henry Ke*y 
12.00 Susannah Snons 2.00pm 
Lunchtime Concerto 34M Jamie Crick 
84)0 Classic Reports 74)0 The Travel 
Guide: Sweden 84)0 Concert 104)0 

| TALK RADIO | 

Mark Griffiths 14Xtan Robert Booth 

8.00am Maurice Dee with Carol McGifiin ■ 

■ | 

104)0 Scott Chisholm 1.00pm Anna 
Raeburn 34)0 Tommy Boyd 74W 
Samantha )4eah. Sean Botger IOlOO 

84X)am Russ'n'Jono 9-00 Richard 
Sterner 124)0 Graham Dene 4.00pm 
Wendy Ltoyd 74)0 Paii Coyte 114» 

Caesw the Geezer 1.00am AI Kelly 

Nick Abbot 24X)am Janey Lee Grace 


630am Open University: Rom 

Engfish Literature to 
Literatures in English 
6.55 Weather 

7.00 On Air. with Catriona Young 
Panv (Lady Radnor's Suite); 

7 30 Quartet CoBection : 
Haydn (String Quartet in B 
tinner. Op 64 No 2). 7.55 
Various (Three pieces on the 
name of Haydn): CruseU 
(Introduction and Swedish Air. 
Op 12): Lassus (Two Marian 
Motets): Saint-Satins (Viofin 
Sonata No 1 in D minor) 

9.00 Composer of the Week: 
Berlioz. Yan Pascal Tortelier 
Produces a programme of 
patriotic muse 

10.00 Musical Encounters, with 
Stephanie Hughes in Belfast 
Suppe (Overture: Boccaccio): 
Grainger (My Robm is to the 
greenwood gone); 10.20 
Artist of the Week: Malcokn 
Proud, harpsichord. Handel 
(Solitucfini care, amata 
liberta): 10.30 Mifftaud 
(L’Apoth£ose de MoSere): 
Dvorak [Symphonic 
Variations), Miktos Rozsa 
(Three film themes); Brahms, 
orch Dvorak (Hungarian 
Dances). Miktos Ttozsa (Celto 
Concerto) 

12.00 Ensemble: Mayumi Setter, 
viotin. and Caroline Paknar. 
prano. perform Smetana 
(From the Homestead). 
J&iacek (Viofin Sonata). 
Schubert (Fantasy in C) (r) 
1.00pm Brass Roots: Paul 
Hindmarsh and Trevor 

Herbert introduce brass band 
mu si: from the md-ISOOs 
2.00 Schools: Rado 0 and A 2J0S 
In the News 2J25 Something 
to Think About Infant 
Assemblies ZM Music 


Workshop: Music Course 3 
Orpheus 

a00 The BBC Orchestras: BBC 

Rntrarmonic under Yan : 
Pascal Tortelier; Grigory 
Sototov. piano. Wagner 
(Overture: Die Metetersinger 
von NQmberg)-. Strauss (Tod 
und VerWarung); Brahms 
(Piano Concerto No 1 in D 
minor) 

430 Choral Voices: The Croydon 
Seventh Day Adventist 
Gospel Choir and the London 
Adventist Chorale at the Choir 
of the Year competition 
5.00 The Music Machine Sarah 
Jane Morris investigates the 
importance of rhythm in jazz 
5.15 In Tune Live from Glasgow, 
including Humperdinck 
(Overture: Hansel und Grete»); 
Barber (Dover Beach); 

Tomtons (When David head); 
Mozart (Symphony No 31 in 
D. Paris) 

7J30 Tqjpetfc Vhaons ol 

Paradise. Uve from the 
Barbican Hall, London. Faye 
Robinson, soprano: Stephen 
Kovacevich. piano; London 
Symphony Orchestra under 
Co fin Davis. Beethoven (Piano 
Concerto No 4 m G); &05 We 
Sense a Huge 
Compassionate Power: 8J25 
Tippett (Symphony No 3) 

9-30 Buongkwno, Tanoret John 
Dobson, character singer, 
talks to Lvnda Powell 
9.55 Haydn: Sonata in A Rat 
(Christopher Krte. piano) tr) 
10.15 Osier's Hues (r) 

10.45 Night Waves: First night 
review of CeS Mates 
11-30-1230am Voices: Ornate 


1.00-2JJ0 fifi 

Make a 


School: Let's 
ry 1.30 Music Box 


5-55am Shipping Forecast 6.00 
News Briefing; Weather 6-10 
Farming Today 6.25 Prayer 
for the Day 630 Today ind 
7.00.7.30. &00. &30 News 
7.25, &2S Sport 7.46 
Thought tot me Day 8A0 
Yesterday in Parliament 658 
Weather 

9.00 News 9.05 Face the Facts: 

With John Waite (r) 

9-30 Never the Same Again: See 

Choice 

10.00-1050 News; in the Red (FM 
only): Final instalment ol a 
biad< comedy based on the 
novel by Mark Tavener 
11X00 Daily Service (LW only} 
10.15 Something Under s too d (LW 
only): My Shining Soul, a new 
spiritual anthology 
10.30 woman’s Hour 
11 JO From Our Own 


12JJ0 News; You and Yours, with 

Tasneem Siddiqi 

12 -2Spm Looking Forward to the 
Past Paul Boaieog MP and 
guests lake a light-hearted 
took at history 1255 Weather 
1.00 The Wortd at One, with Nick 
Clarke 

1 AO The Archers lr) 1 £5 
_Shaping Forecast 

2 - 00 News; Second Chance: In 

Sue Rodwefi's play the police 
start to make inqirries when a 
baby goes missing from 
» SHteKk a supermarket 

3- 00 The Afternoon Shift, with 

Daire Brehan 

4*0 News 4.05 Kaleidoscope: 

Paul Allen reviews The 
Duchess o! Main Zl 

Greenwich and a new 
Production a! Robin 
Maughams play, The 
Sen*anf, at Birmingham 
Repertory Theatre 


A45 Short Story: The P ha ntom 
Woman, read by John 
Shedden 

54)0 PM 5.50 Shipping Forecast 
5.55 Weather 
64)0 Six O’clock News 
&30 The SMvers: Comic skelches 
written and performed by Nick 
Golson and Tim de Jongh 
7.00 News 7.05 The Archers 
730 Soundtrack: A behind-the- 
scenes look althe EfT 
Nuisance Ca)) Bureau 
34)0 Analysis: The Rope's 

Divisions. Michaef Walsh asks 

whether Pope John Paul II 

has given the Church a new 
sense of purpose 
e.45 The Rush: The first of three 
programmes in which John 

Wilson samples the 
excitement and tears of 
professionals who thrive on a 

rush ot adrenalin, starting with 
JGotten manager Bobby 
Gould who (mows his job is 
wily secure whan his team is 
winning to 

94)0 Does He Take Sugar? 

9J0 Kaleidoscope (r) 9.59 

Weather 

104)0 The Wortd Tonight 
10A5 Book at Bedtime: News 
from Nowhere, by Wiliam 

Morris (r) 

11-00 Ten Pounds and a Boor of 
Kippers. Paul Brennan's new 
comedy-drama series about 
two footballers and thw bid 
to save a pub tran the hands 


ol developers (3/S) 
1140-124)0 Ad Ub (FWtonty); 
Robert Robinson talks to 
Uwpoof dockets (r) 

11.30 Today in Paritameitt (LW) 
12.00-12.43am News ind 1Z27 
Weather 124J3 Shipping 
Forecast 12.43 As World 
Service (LW only) .. 


9M D SnK> F ^ 9 r^S. 8 / ( iit£f 0 J= FWffiao-Z- radio a rawaa. 

khLutm-m 4= 19BkHz/l515m; FM-92.4-94.-6; LW 19ft RADIO 5‘ 
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Taking his leaves in characteristic style 


jr David Anenboroueh 

brouchi The Private Life of 
. . Plants IBBC i> to a close last 
mghi in characteristic style. There 
he was. chesi deep in some 
unpleasantly murkv looking wyj- 
er. discussing hoiv ihe swamp 
cypress adapts to life in the fresh 
water marshes of the southern 
United States. Have i forgot 
something? Oh yes - he was 
weanng shin and trousers 
No waders or wetsuit for Sir 
David - just his standard safari 
kit. complete with sensible pockets 
“Come on chaps, it’s just a swamp 
Last one m is a cissv.“ 1 doni know 
about you but 1 wouldn't jump into 
an American swamp in a full suit 
of body armour. ler alone without a 
wetsuit. Bur that is probably whv 
you and I are not given £3 million 
to travel to the four comers of the 
plant kingdom, and six prime-time 
slots to show our tim^lapsed 
holiday snaps. 

An cn bo rough certainly covered 


the ground in last night's eonclud- 
|”8 instalment — from the Arctic 
L ircle to the Arizona desert, via the 
Alps. Australasia. Africa and 
America South. No. this was not 
! Wanicai cuide to places 
beginning with “A" There, in 
' w r i Jw:n '' ■"* ^ Ul a highly cnjny- 
able lesson in how plants cope with 
all that this wicked world can 
throw at them. Too hot, too cold, 
too wet and too dry and. oh yes. too 
salty'. We mustn't forget too salt)' — 
tr is the destiny of the humble 
mangnwe to be lacked on the end 
of all essays on plant adaptation. 

Once again, the photography 
was superb. After six weeks the 
techniques are familiar, but rhe 
visual impact is undiminished. My 
favourites last night were the 
desen blooming after rain and the 
spiny leaf of ihe giant water lily 
emerging from more murky 
depths. You won't find me pad¬ 
dling there, either. 

Attenborough's commentary 


style, of course, has been familiar 
for far longer than six weeks. 
Virtually jargon-free (which must 
have been frustrating for those 
with biolugy exams to sit this 
summerj he whispered his way 
through the whats and whys of 
botany with perennial enthusi¬ 
asm. The hows, however, didm 
get a look in. Plants just did it — 
end of story. 


REVIEW 
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evertheless. I shall miss 
him. In particular. 1 shall 
miss him telling the cam¬ 
era at least once per episode, and 
with great solemnity, that “you 
have to look very hard for the.. 
Then off he would bound, with ail 
the zeal of a star presenter who 
knows his producer, researcher 
and camera crew have spent the 
past two days crawling around un 
their knees searching for the 
elusive subject of the next shoL 
Over on Channel 4. in Dispatch¬ 
es. Gwynne Rubens could have 



spent two years crawling around 
South Africa and he probably still 
wouldn't have nailed his story — 
that ihe lar right in South Africa 
have access to nuclear weapons. 
Great story, if it was true, and with 
President Mandela haring a par¬ 
ticularly wobbly week, great tim¬ 
ing. But it was a lung way from 
great television. 

Roberts was thwarted by the 
hanc of every investigative report¬ 


er's life — proof. He didn't have 
any, or none that was prepared to 
stand up and be identified. True, 
he limited himself to just the one 
pixillated head, but apart from one 
or two named academics saying 
things such as “that’s a credible 
scenario” and “yes. that is a 
pussibiliiy". none of his vital 
corroborating witnesses were pre¬ 
pared to be named. As a result we 
listened to four anonymous voice¬ 
overs as Rubens nodded wisely in 
cars, bars and trains. They mat 
have been telling the truth, but 
who knows? The fact is. the 
technique left most of it sounding 
like conspiratorial mumbojumbo. 

Just about the only confirmation 
that Roberts was on to something 
came from the former wife of a 
recently murdered arms dealer, 
who seemed more than happy to 
confirm her former beloved's in¬ 
volvement in just about every¬ 
thing. Only later, as she happily 
dug out former hubby's old neo- 


Nazi uniform and fondly recalled 
how he regarded Hitler as a “ true 
idol” . did the thought dawn that 
she might have a rather different 
agenda. But who knows? l\*e got 
no proof either. 


T! 


things got even worse after 
the break when Jesus 
Christ, six million Jews and 
Jamie Bulger were in turn invoked 
in a fatuous argument about meat- 
earing in Out of Order. Just think, 
if G.F. Newman and Kate 
Saunders had been snick in Chan¬ 
nel 4's lift for another ten minutes, 
they could have alienated the 
entire planet. Their tedious debate 
inevitably came to no conclusion 
on meat-eating, but did explain 
why most of us drink so much at 
dinner parties. 

Earlier on. I appeared to have 
fallen through some sort of tea- 
time television time-warp as 1 
tuned into episode one of The Biz!. 
There was Geoffrey Bayldon. 


whom I dimly remember as 
Catweazle and there too was 
Nicola Bryant, who as Peri was 
one of Dr Who’s more unsettling 
female assistants. But this was no 
lime-warp, this was the Markov 
School of Dance and Drama, and 
very good it was, too. 

A bouncy theme tune acknowl¬ 
edged its debt to Fame, but after 
that it was Brirish all the way. an 
entertaining and well acted evoca¬ 
tion of life in a London stage 
school. Star-struck ghastliness was 
waned liberally, such as the 
money-grabbing father who 
planned a film career for his 
unwilling daughter, and the preco¬ 
cious 11 year-old who turned up for 
her ballet audition with her own 
cassette and a sequinned leotard. 
There might be something buried 
under the glitz," ihe considerate 
Marline (Bryantt pointed out to the 
impatient Markov iBayldonj. “If 
there is. it's buried 
deep." Lovely. 


verv. verv 


6.00 Business Breakfast i52l 53, 

<0 7.00 BBC Breakfast News <626o72c-b 

9.05 Kilroy. Roben hiiioy-Silk chain a studio discussion 
on a topical subiecl <s) (9032G55) 

10.00 News tCeelao. regional news and weather 

(710824) 10.05 Good Morning with Anne and 
Nick. Weekday magazine r8867o00i 
12.00 News iCeef&o regional news and .veatner 

(1083790) 12.05 Pebble Mil! with Alan Titchmar&h 
(s> (2219332) 12.55 Regional News and weather 
(75391622) 

1-00 One O'Clock News (Cee(a>) and weather t51326) 
1 JO Neighbours (Ceefax) is) (82046871) 1.50 
Timekeepers Quiz game (s) (82120887) 

2.15 FILM: Caprice (1967) starring Dons Day and 
Richard Harris. Comedy thnlier about an industrial 
spy who discovers that a cosmetics company is 
really a front for an illegal drugs business. Directed 
by Fran)'. Tashlm (311142) 

3.50 Jackanory Annual. Includes the announcement oi 
the Jackancw/ Book Week Review Competition is) 
(3882516) 4.00 Robinson Sucroe. (Ceefax) 
(2400177) 4.25 Animal Hospital Week with Rolf 
Hams (s) (4433622) 

4-35 B1I4M Mud Comedy adventure senes starring 
Susie Blake and Trevor Peacock 
(Ceefax) (s) (5619429) 

5.00 Newsround (7283784) 5.10 Blue Peter (Ceefax) 
(s) (9799264) 

5.35 Neighbours (r). (Ceefax) (s) (900142) 

6.00 Six O'clock News (Ceefax) and weather (535) 
6.30 Regional news magazines (887) 

7.00 Top of the Pops. (Ceefax) (s) (1852) 



Birthday girl Gretchen Franklin (7.30pm) 

730 EastEnders Ethel turns 80 in the week EasfEnders 
celebrates Its tenth anniversary. (Ceefax) (s) (871) 
&00 Animat Hospital Week. (Ceefax) (s) (5500) 

830 Down to Earth. Last in the comedy series starring 
Richard Briers. (Ceefax) (s) (2535) 

9.00 Nine O’Clock News (Ceefax) and weather (3245) 
930 Crimewatch UK. Nick Ross and Sue Cook with 
clues to help viewers’ recall missing details of 
unsolved crime. (Ceefa*) (s) (B76351) 

10.15 Question Time from Cardiff, chaired by David 
■Dimbleby. The guests are Fiona Dnscofl and MPs 

Peter Ulfey. Ann Cfwvd and Dafydd Wigley. (Ceefax) 
1747264) 

11.15 Crimewatch UK Update. (Ceefax) fr) (709210). 
Wales: The Slale 11.45 Cnmewatch UK Update 
11.55 Spirit of Islam 12.15am Cagney and Lacey 
1 05-235 Film- Pals 

1135 Cagney aid Lacey. American policewomen 
drama series (r). (Ceefax) (763993) 

I2.15am Spirit of Islam. A visit to the Central Mosque, 
Glasgow (Ceefax) (s) (7521307) 

1235 FILM: Pals 0987) starring George C. Scott and 
Don Ameche. Comedy about two retired friends 
who chance upon a suitcase containing $3 minion 
and discover that bang wealthy is not the easy Me 
they Imagined. Directed by Lou Antonia. (Ceefax) 
(2150271) 2.05 Weather (5897949) 


VARIATIONS 


530 Open University: Biology (7663622) 6.45 James 
Huttori Geologist (89769681 7.10 Instruments — 
Mack to Measure t34B2264 ) 7.35 Measunno the 
Earth and ihe Moon (2779852) 

8.00 Breakfast News (7507516) 8.15 Westminster 
On-Line with Andrew Neil. The guests are Milchel 
McLaughlin. Sinn Fein's Northern Chairperson and 
Dr Joe Hendron an SDLP MP (si (4190516! 

9.00 Daytime on Two Educational programmes Plus, 
for children. 10.00-10.25 Playdays'(2147061) 2.00 
Sioppit and Tidyup (41662516) 2.05 Puppy-tog 
Tales (4166)887) 

2.10 Next with Marti Caine (sj (61991264) 

2.35 From the Edge. Current affairs from a disabled 
peispeclive iCeefax) 17914 1 77) 

3.00 News (Ceefax) and weather followed hy 
Westminster with Nick Ross (6081239) 

330 News (Ceetaxi and weather (388015SI 
4.00 Today's the Day. Recent history quiz (s) (500) 
430 The Victorian Kitchen (r) (Ceelax) ( 784 ) 

5.00 Play It Again presented by Paul Jones (2158) 

530 Catchword (s) (264) 

6.00 Quantum Leap (r) (991806) 

6.45 They Who Dare. Maurtdo Zanolla, a leading Iree 
climber. (Ceefax) (s) (587061) 

7.00 Waiting for God (r). (Ceefax) (s) (5622) 

730 First Sight: Nightmare on Acacia Avenue. An 
investigation into claims of incest (413). Wales: 
Dad's Army, East Matter of Fact: Midlands: 
Midlands Report; South: Southern Eye; South¬ 
west: Dose Up, West: Close Up West 
8.00 Taking Liberties Special. An investigation 
revealing how for years the military authonties 
ignored the plight of psychiatric casualties of the 
Falklands War (8142) 

8.30 BWJM Top Gear Includes a comparison of the 
new Ford Scorpio with its rivals at 
Vauxhall, Audi and BMW (s) (1167) 

9.00 The X Flies. (Ceefax) (s) (182332) 


CHOICE 









Choosing the right man for the job (9.45pm) 


9.45 


m 


Situation Vacant: The Assistant Chief 
Constable. (Ceefax) (879448) 

1030 Newsnight. (Ceefax) (166806) 

11.15 Late Review (s) (948142) 

11.55 Weather (395326) 12.00 Open View (2123949) 

1 2.05am The Chemistry of Creation (1720307) 

12.30 The Record. The day in Parliament (2429659). 
Ends at 12.55 

430 BBC Select: Reading (18765) 5.00-5.15 

Strathclyde TV (1658272) 5.30-6.00 RCN 

Nursing Update (17901) 
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Christopher Ecclestan as a teacher (C4,10.00pm) 

Hearts and Minds 

Channel 4. 10.00pm 

Former shop steward Drew- Mackenzie (Christopher 
Ecclcston) joins :i roiifih Liverpool comprehensive as a 
trainee teacher and must soon wish he had stayed on 
tile factory fiuor. The pupils are virtually 
uncontrollable, ihe stuff cynical and disenchanrcd. 
After this. Grange Hill seems as tame as Billy Burner's 
Grevfriars. As might he expected from Jimmy 
McGovern, the man behind Cracker, the writing gets 
right to the bone. This is harsh, unrelenting drama. 
Tne question is whether Drew’s idealism can survive 
in an atmosphere where most of the other teachers 
have long given up. Getting a Moody nose at a school 
football match is an unpromising start. The assailant 
is a parent from die rival school. 

Situation Vacant 

BBCJ. 9.45pm 

.Assistant Chief Constable of Thames Valley Police is a 
job which involves tackling crime, dealing with bomb 
explosions and air crashes and defusing tension on 
troubled housing estates. It draws 21 applicants, all 
chief superintendents and of I men. who are whittled 
down to five. The programme follows three of them 
through the final interview. All three are brisk and 
articulate and exude confidence. If these cops are 
typical, the days of officer Plod are finally over. 
Today's police force is being driven by ambitious 
forty somethings who have limitless energy and the 
ability' to think on their feeL As usual with this 
gripping series, much of the fascination lies in trying to 
spot the winner. For once, this is not too difficult. 

3D 

/7V. 7.30pm 

The current affairs series returns with an investigation 
into infant euthanasia. Tina Kennedy’s son, Dominic, 
suffered brain damage soon after birth. He is now four 
but his mother thinks it would have been better io let 
him die. In the United States, on the other hand. 
Contrenia Harrell, is determined that her two-year-old 
daughter. on a life support machine since birth", should 
be kepi alive and has taken her case to the courts. In 
The Netherlands it has been common practice for 
doctors to kill severely handicapped babies. In Britain, 
where the deliberate taking of a child's life is illegal, 
medical opinion is divided. Dr Fleur Fisher of the 
British Medical Associarion, suggests there is all the 
difference between actively killing and allowing to die. 

The Robbie Coltrane Special 

Channel 4,9.tX/pm 

Before Cracker caw him a new reputation as a 
straight actor. Robbie Culirane was mainly known as 
a funny man. Just how funny may be gauged from this 
IMS') show which, rare among such entertainments, 
has not a single dud item. Coltrane is. of course, a 
versatile performer, a man of many voices and a 
consummate mimic. But ii comes down to the writing, 
here the product of a talented team that includes 
Richard Curtis or Blackadder. Geoff Atkinson and 
CoJtrrmc himself. For those old enough to remember 
Edgar Lustgartcn there is a merciless parody of his 
Scotland Yard thrillers, while younger viewers will 
relish Colnune s spoof history of rock music. 

Peter Waymark 


CARLTON 


6.00 GMTV (1632245) 

935 Chain Letters Word game presenter by Ted 
Rob&ns is) (4829326; 935 London today 
(Teletext) and weather ;205i2T0l 
10.00 The Time... the Place is; 14253177) 

10.35 This Morning ( 90392887 ) 1230 London Today 
t Teletext; ana weather (1039374) 

1230 News iTetetext) ana //easier <4835561) 

12.55 Emmerdale in iTelet&xn i4B435C0j 135 Home 
and Away (Teletext) <61409226) 

1.55 Vanessa. Discussion senes on women's matterr. 
lTelete.it) (st (34872595 1 235 A Country Practice 
Medical drama set in the Australian cuttracK rsi 
[6!993245) 2.50 Gardeners' Diary <9700506! 

330 JTN News headlines <7452790; 335 London 
Today (Teletext) and weather (7451061 > 

330 The Rfddters It) (9557974) 3.40 Wizadora u) is) 
(3708500) 330 Rupert (ri (7448966) 4.15 Mike 
and Angelo ts) (38865001 4.40 Fun House. 
Slapstick game show (Teletext) isi *4383090) 

5.10 After 5. (Teletext) (7961992) 

5.40 News (Tetetext) and weather (347264) 

5.55 You’ Shout Viewers' soapbox (251974) 

6.00 Home and Away (r). (Teletext) (603) 

630 London Tonight with Ala&tarr Stewan and Fiona 
Foster. (Teletext) (555) 

730 Emmerdale. (Teletext) (9448) 



Tina Kennedy and her son Dominic (730pm) 


730 


3D is) 


(239) 


8.00 The BIB: Going Home. Garfiekt has to protect a 
mugger from a gang's vengeance. (Teletext) (2968) 

830 Outside Edge. Last in the cricketing comedy 
series. Can Roger's captaincy survive (he EGM7 
(Teletext) is) (7603) 

9.00 99-1 Commander Slone accepts Raynor's 
resignation and arranges for him to go by ship to 
Canada Raynor discovers too late that the vessel is 
sailing to its destruction in the Arctic. Starring Leslie 
Grantham (TefetewlJ (s) (7177) 

1030 News at Ten (Teletext) and weather (55061) 

1030 London Tonight (Teletext) and weather (821351) 

10.40 Revelations Drama serial about a Church of 
England bishop's family (s) (621332) 

11.10 Big City. Entertainments guide to London (s) 
(284806) 

11.40 The Powers That Be. American comedy series 
starring John Forsythe as an affable senator with a 
pushy family (635326) 

12.15am The Utile Picture Show. Rim and video 
reviews (r) (883235) 

1.15 The Beat (r) (s; (483299) 

2.15 The Album Show (r) (s) (6664562) 

3.10 America's Top Ten (r) (s) (89605123) 

3.35 Sport AM featuring squash and motor racing (r) 
(5707123) 

430 Videofashion. New York designers (r) (25861) 

5.00 Vanessa (rj. (Teletext) (sj (52611) 

5.30 ITN Morning News (11727). Ends at 6.00 


CHANNEL4 


6.35 Sandokan in (69707341 
7.00 The Big Breakfast >47177* 

9.00 You Bet Your Life (0 (si (692lQ) 

9.30 Schools Middle English (52292101 9.45 New 
Living Body i91337I9i 10.05 Scienufic Eye 
i2068500i 1037 Geograohicat Eye <681)210) 
10.50 Your World (6206413! 11.00 History in Action 
>3363306)1130 R* R-3 (2801239) 11.40 The 
German Programme (3261 5l6t 

12.00 House To House. Maya Even with the latest 
political news and analysis [52974) 

12.30 Sesame Street. Prs-schoot learning entertainment 
The guest is Garth Brooks (38535)' 

1.30 The Wonderful Wizard Of Oz fr) ts) (86571528) 

1.55 Kangaroo Counting toJtowed tv Magoo's 
Glorious Fourth (82121516) 

2.15 FILM: Queen Bee (1955. b/w) stamng Joan 
Crawford. Barry Sullivan, Betsy Palmer and John 
Ireland. A drama about a domineering Southern 
matriarch who rules the roost with a rod ot iron, 
manipulating everyone around her. with tragic 
consequences Directed by Ranald MacDougall. 
(Tele text i 1230158) 

3.55 FTOm the Horse's Mouth The tturd of the five-part 
series on horses and horserating tonuses on the 
trainer's job. Narrated by John Hurt (8156974) 

430 Countdown (Teletext) (s) (852) 

5.00 Ridri Lake The guests are people whose partners 
love their pets more than they do them. (Teletext) (s) 
(7768790) 

5.50 Terrytoons Classic cartoons (178697) 

6.00 The Cosby Show. American domestic comedy (r) 
(Teletext) (s) (245) 

630 Served By The Bell: The College Years. Amen can 
campus comedy. (Teletext) (697) 

7.00 Channel 4 News (Teletext) and weather (182516) 
730 The Slot Viewers' 3oapbo» (599564) 

8.00The Number 10 Show. Former prostitute June 
Taylor with her blueprint for a new Britain. (Teletext) 
is) (3210) 

830 The Pulse. Medical magazine presented by 
Shahnaz Pakravan. this week investigating private 
medical insurance. (Teletext) (s) (5245) 



Robbie Coltrane in comic guise (930pm) 


9.00 


fr). 


1030 [ 


The Robbie Coltrane Special 

(Teleted) (5719) 

Hearts and Minds. (Telelextl (s) 
L g S K S g i (87075351 

11.05 Adult Oprah. The guests are gay men who only 
dale married men. (Teletext) (s) (695413) 

1135 Bullpen. Baseball comedy senes (s) (886448) 
1235am Dis pa tches (r) (Teletext) (8961562) 

1.15 The Arto Guthrie Show. The folk singer is joined by 
Pete Seeger and Bonnie Raitt (r) (788681) 

2.15 FILM: Hi, Nellie (1934, b/w) stamng Paul Mum and 
Glenda Farrell. Comedy drama about a 
newspaperman who is demoted to the lonely 
hearts' column after making a nonsense ot a story 
about a defaulting banker Directed lay Mervyn 
Lefloy (3259833) Ends at 3.40 


MGL1A 

s London except 9-55am-moc Angie 
B«i 12051210) 1Z-20pm-12-30 An0* 
Sws. (10&K74) 1J5S The* Young Dooms 
0041326) 050-020 Taka the High Road 
1700606) 3-25-030 Angia News and 
teathar (74510611 S.104L40 Shouand 
trwt (7961«3 025-7.00 Angfia We&mer 
>Humea by Angte News (1501421 10J0 
ngto News (871351) 10.40 Cower Stay 
EM 332V 1J.10 &de Eteris (781264J 
2JBM1 Mamed Wfth Oidren (1717833) 
Z30FwUiensien Unbound (7)5456) 2.10 
Jte fflwa (4343201) 120 The Beal 
reS627El 3.15 Onema. Cnemo Cinema 
S96044S4) 040 Quz Night 143052920) 
-OS-eloo Donahue (3828017) 

central 

is London nxcepe 9 . 55 - 10.00 Cews 

tews (2051210) 1SL2Opn>-12-30 Cemial 

I«W and Wariher (1069974) 1A5 A 
ftfltiy Praaice (320413£6I OS 0020 TBiue 
eHflh Rued (07008061 a»330 Central 
lews (7451Q61) 5.10-5.40 Shcrtand Streei 
79619921635 Centra) News and Wfeatn* 
23603) GL55-7.00 Lite Lme (756784) 
0-304040 Central News and Weather 
321351) 11.10 Side Htecrs (401516) 
SLIQwn- 12.15 Oa Siufted (1707S24) 4-30 
otj&Ktei (2463949) £20630 Asian Eve 


urn 

jn 9,55-10-00 Granada 

51210) 1230pm-1230 Granate 
BS974) 1255 Shorttand Street 
135 Home and Away (304127B4) 
S 58 '(33422054) 2.20 The Mari 
ni (01802326) 2.50-3.20 
fe (9700806) 125-030 Qanacte 
451061) 3.10-540 A Courtly 
7B819921 6J3 Granatte Tang" 1 
7JJ0-7J0 Emmarctaie <$*■&) 
ifnxti (821351) 1040 
is (821332) 1140 The Powers hut 
2) 12.10un Curtis Calls f1707524j 
Utile Rowe Show (88323511.15 
{40329PJ 2.15 The Atoum Siow 
aio Amenta's Top Ten 
5) 035 Sport AM (5707123) 430 
(25851) 5.00-530 Vanessa 


I except 2J5 Qaidersng Time 
EU5S-3J20 Shcritend Sireei 

L25O30 HTV West Hearftnes 
5.10440 A Ccuriry Prartte 
L30-7JJ0 HTV Nam (55511030 
HobUHibs IB21351) 1040 Got- 

33fl ii.ioThe west Tne WrtK 

II 40-12.1 5 pm Good Heabti! 
BOaaviOO JoWnder (25861) 


HTV WALES 

As HTV WEST neef* BJO-740 WalK 
Tonahl 15551 7000.00 Wales has Wert: 
Mafi040 Welsh an' W«aHhy (621332) 
11.10 Dazed (284806) 1140-12.15pm 3-D 
1635326) 

MERIDIAN 

As London except 1.55 A Couraiy Piaa*M 
(82041326) 2-50-3-20 Siorttand SUWI 

(9703606) 5.10-S^O Home and A«jr 
(7961992) OOO Menttan Ton(SCOl 0.30- 
7JX) Getaways (5551 1040 
191484351) ISLOOsn. Fnmkenswm Un- 
bojnfl (7154561 2.10 HJe Boes (4343291! 
2JD The Baat P6S6272J 3.15 Uiwm 
Cnema Cinema IB&*»4434) 340 OtC 
Sa^305£a») 4toS Donahue I«2«il7l 
5.00-030 FreeSi^een 152611) 

WESTCOUNTRY 
AS London except 

VtoeHer* 7 (81801697) S.10-540 Heme 

and Awov (7961BM) 6.0O-7J0 
Lnie (88867) 1040 Ma»>ed uirth Ch»5n 
(£1532) 11 . 10 - 12.1 spm ^ 

Bock H (78197J) aOOam-5-M JoO'm'ler 
(2586-11 

YORKSHIRE 

As London except 1 JSS ACrwwy ***** 
iSw1M6) 230020 Shortland Sneet 
1^008061 3JI5-O30 Calendar 
,74610611 S.UkSM Home and 
OTR1992) 555 Calendar 7 N««x k 
.C 2724 S 1 6-30-74)0 Crtssunts (555) ]£J0 
^endiNwsanoWwlher I62i»il 1040 
Frte V (159616) 11 JS Pnsonei Cell BJprt H 

( 786719 ) l 2 Jflam N*gN Wa* (106K4)2^ 

2Sca ! sTop Ten (6971883) 

emm I569M94) 345 True «s a 
STl&474&6) 440-540 JObl-nde. 
(24528331 

caq 

etjuts: 7.00 The Bin BreaMaS 14717719 JO 
You. Lite (6K10I MO. >385" 



&*trass2 , gg's 

CtasSlC S DfA Wee King 

10.00 yr*, 2 . 10 am 

Owedd 


SATELLITE 


SKY ONE 


6.00am DJ Kal Show (979931 8 00 Migritv 
Morphxi Fewer Franks (2C68871) 845 
Oprah wnliey (1814993) 9-35 Card Shads 
(1207581) 10JD0 Concenrraiiwi I5&77264I 
1025 Dvnarno Due* (7231687) 10-30 
Candid Camera (98790) 11.00 SaDy Jaccy 
Raphael (91&68I 12-00 The Llrtan Poasarj 
(161421 12.30pm E S1 ii>:-1 1388081 140 S< 
Bsemheie 126061 1 2.00 I H Take Manhauan 
1681421 3-00 Oprah W,nh>-y (195E-148, 350 
O) Kal Show |4557503l 4 JO Mi^v Morphm 
Pcwei Rangers (3158) 5I» Sia Tirt 7nt- 
Hex) Generation 132391 64)0 
(7351) 6JO Bortfcuslers (8503) 7JO E 
Slice! (49681 730 MWS-H 14887) BJX) 
Manhunlor (70008) 9.00 Unde* &ftp*cwn 
(87142) 104)0 Star T/c*. Trt-> Ned Gencia- 
lion (ATujjd) n 4)0 David Lenemun lotftC-1 
1145 bnle'phn <929142112.30am 
(86727) 1.30 Nigha Court (5i272) 2.00-5.00 
Htiniu Lcng PUy (5382123) 


SKY NEWS 


News cn ihe rxxx 

6 . 00 am Sun iso («96«H) 9 JO Skv New 
(26528) 10 JO ABC Nighlirv (96332) 11.00 
News (349784) 1 -30pm CBS NfW i<?)77) 
o in Pirtaracni Livt- (470131 44)0 News 
( 45622 ) inn Ltvu oi TNe 121E7603I 54K 
Rchaid WHejohr (BlOOffl) A00 New. 
■70449) 94» The DJ Simeon Trial 
(550399311O30em ANtr IB436&) 1 JO 
Sky N«*5 156307) ZJO Palyamew Rsptey 
©5678) 4JO CBS News (74291) 5J04.00 
A&? News (79*651 


SKY MOVIES 


B.OOam Showcase (9197H*) 10.00 
CainM ki the Acl nm (32C22I 124» 
TheWraM Uovte (1982) (4524&I 2.00pm 
How to Steal a Milfion MM6i (153089931 
405 Crooks Anonymoua M9C2) 
14582) ass Caught mthofta ;iso3). 
as loam neiMTBO) 7JO B News Week in 
Heviaw (6055) 8.00 Close to Eden (1992) 
(69790) 104K) FStHng Down (1993l 
( 7404 13H 1^5 Ruby Cabo 11992) i30«00i 
1 45am BiBy Two Hate (19731 (848524) 
120445 HaMowoen IU: Season ot iho 
Wkdi (1963) 1572*653) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD_ 


6.00pm entity Chltiy Bang Bang I19ES) 
(583566271 8-Z5 T?ia Best of Benny HM 
(1974) (477B75TO) 104)0-12410 Running 
Scared 0986) (35806) 

THE MOVIE CHANNEL 

6.00am Trio Haunted School 11986] 
1231741 SB) 740 Terry on die Fence (19K) 
15015652) 9.05 Big Wheels end SeHar 


11970) (334«&68| 104B The PumpUn I 
ilSW) (15239852) Tt.55 Last Holiday 
tiset'l 189782101 1.25pm The Lord ot the 
Rings (ISTFi (350666*97) 340 Terry on the 
Fence (198f.| A& 75£um f73737W) 435 
Big Wheels and Sailor (I97D)- Ar. 9C6am 
(ruX-Oiil 5S5 A Waite Through the Hills 
119381 [87180245) 04)0 A Case (or Uivder 
(I«'3i (67332) 104)0 Candyman (I’ZCi 
((rXX.tJ) 11.40 Confessions ol a Driving 
Instructor <1976* iC9C3.C i 1.1 Dam Judg¬ 
ment Day-- The John Usfl Slory H993i 
(871727) 250 Lambada 119991 (8861851 
4.25-6.00 The Haunted School i (3861 As 
frsn 16231041 

• For more Mm Informetion. see the 
Vision supplement published Saturday 

SKY SPORTS _ 

7.00am Soccer Ne«« (44667771 7.15 World 
Wiesiiri'i Federation Chalteurv* (2018871 
B.15 S««t News 12475852) 030 ATP 
Tennis Mazour 147697; 9.00 Riribv L*n»?r 

(34177) 930 Acfotws Or Sryti- !'i.Wi 
10.00 Irilcrmi'onei Sno-jKc*. Lr.f (3627515* 
54U Woriii wicsiiing Fedctjuon Acrr<n lone 
Ii<i55) 64)0 Soccwl rjfws (6U3513) 6.15 
RuiXy Club 16806081 7JK) lni8rtWK<na; 
Snooker. Lw (694871) 10.00 Somsei fteic. 
H987IP) 10.15 Andy Gicv'i Boonoom 
18 O 1 O 6 I) 11.15 Timswwld Sport (807245) 
12.15am Rinbv Club (47660981 1.00-3^10 
NBA BacMtaS 1615368) 

EUROSPORT _ 

7.30am EiiuiiCJiunirjn (91500) BJO Ln.» 
Polhim ( n?d7J) 11.00 Eiaoski •.24210! 
12.00 Uvu Bianion (53871) IJOpm Lta- 
Cyctav] <20420) 3JU Tcrmc, (3871 1 130 
Eurplm (93511 4.00 3rdwt>Mrdng |5I5ti 
400 ftaThlm (13264) 530 C^r Racnia 
(22622) 6-30 EurospW Newc (6887) 74» 
Cnmbei Spcrh C9142) 8.00 Wreslirta 
(97090) 04)0 Boura *25326) 104)0 Molo*5 
Mf?»ane |?&i 13) 11.00 Golf 11*00) 124»- 
12.30am Eurccpcrt New: i88348< 

SKY SOAP _ 

S-OOtun Loving .62054201800 Pe>1un FTato 
(6124500) 9.00 As tte World Tumo 
(3960608) 10.00 Giadmg Uqhi (0910332) 
114)0-124)0 Anoih* WcrtJ (68JJ968I 

SKY TRAVEL _ 

1Z00 Grtawny (G?te516! 12.30pm 2a? LA> 

iiiTistia.i i.oo Crtjstna me CW)o 
(6S38784) 1 JO Cook tMan {1172871) 2.00 
CotdoraB's (5okJ 18868245) Z.30 Video Trips 
l7-i2t681j aoo Amacas Gr.oi OuldOdi. 
11 15J974) 44)0 SV'v Tievel Guide (731306.1) 
4JO 2(.<i Lite (T3IS645) S4K) Ste Ported 
(8486687) 5 JO CW flakan |7rj7c07] 6.00 
0«a»ay (7227210) EJO fioirrid Top - 



Sally Ann Howes, Ctiitty Chitty 
Bang Bang (Movies Gold, 6pm) 

Ireland (7314790) 74)0 Amoncan vacation 
(8644061) 04)0 Anaund ihe World I0475S81) 
8 JO Sky Travel uj^le 18557516) 94M 
■jSIOway (1162393) 9J0 Rcnjr»1 Tnp 
(1266264) 104)0 Acnenc-an Vacation 

<8643332) 114)0 Ski PtertM (1061210) 
11430-12.00 Calu'omu's Guld t26679€8| 

TLC _ 

9.00am Ftowei Power (2073500) 9J0 A 
I.kw of Japan (11031581 10 00 Jimmy c 
(4084516) 10J0 C<nty Human <6114974) 
11 JO Real Uro 14817417) 124X) Pnvale 
Uv*A (2166264* 12430pm Pay Natal D&- 
pres&w [1107974) I.OO A Taste ol Japan 
12077910) 1 JO Flower Pewei (1106245) 
24)0 The Oppcsie Se. (4085245* 3.00 The 
Srtxoi Gaidene (4863332) 3 JO-4.00 Dnnng 
wch MAju Snuin (2779501) 

UK GOLD _ 

7.00am Gnu Us a Clue (5322067) 7-30 
Nertto-re (16230721 B4XJ Sore. 
DoiHhicsc 12165535) B.30 E.vJEndws 
(2164808) 9.00 Tr*> Bill 12155158) ftJO 
Coldiu (4601603) 10J0 Artfjote i6i 16S32) 


11 JO No Place Like Hon» |48i687li 124)0 
Sons and Daughters (T16S622) l2J0pm 
Nenhtwuri U1093321 1.00 EasiEnefcrs 
16772526) 1J0 The Bill (1108603) 2-00 
Faihcfi. C«£r Father [4 7800551 2J0 I OteT 
know you Cared (28726221 3-DO Kncte 
Landing [49938871 44» Da»as t 4905622J 
S4» Every Seccnd Coums (48048711 BM 
Capiain Pugwash (9J43806) 5J0 Hi De-H 
13336264) BJO EaslEn dera ( 28S4603) 74)0 
The Two Rennes (91483261 8.00 I Didn i 
(■now you Cared 1 48737191 BJO Seme 
Mcahcrs Do ‘fee Em (47833^) 94)0 Medct 
«137210) TO.00 The BP (216S05M 10M 
Top ri the Pops (30265581111J5 Dr Who 
13939177) 12J5am FILM Whyle Down (he 
Wna (1962) uuflh Haytey Mills (9493727) 
24)0 Shopping 1301 €253) 

THE CHILDRENS CHANNEL 

6.00am Sesame Sueet 11389966) 6-55 
Garfield an.3 Fnends (9923245) 7Jffl Ert the 
■SaJ (8029332) 7JS PugwaTo S-jmmer 
135746971 0.25 Super Mono BroUiers 
0119245) 045 Casper and 
i'3325177) 94)0 Sosame Street 1215591 
10.00 It's Drtxbw Time (16121) 124)0 
Gartirtd and Fntnds 1072391 i2J0pm Eeii 
ihe Cat (92603) 1J0 Beverfy Hits Teens 

<868711 1 JO Sup-jf W »'0 Biathere 

(722314511 1.45 BaDv Friltes [5971C2041 
2.00 Bamoy end Fnends 192641 ZJO Baaaf 
I2B46) 3.00 Casf« and Fnends [56484481 
3.15 Bit and Ted 000992) 3.45 Sonic me 
H*lgef»g (146351) 4.15 head » Head n 
3T* (10259931 4JOiOO Catlomia D/aims 
(71421 

NICKELODEON _ 

7.00am Nete&ve 1 (2819069) 7.15 Ftee- 
Wee's Playhouse (169697) 7AS Rugreis 
(168968) 8.15 Doufl t?<6210) 045 
NicWhve 1 19686177) 94» f*c» Jura* 
{7336261 12.00 Pee-V*e's Piaytwu!-;- 
(49055) 1ZJOprn Tha Muppei Show 1617)3) 
14)0 Smog^os f3l500i 1 JO Alwn and Die 
cmpmurite 153790) 2J0B Denver ihe Last 
Dinosaur (7210) 2JJ0 iJatoty High Scfiori 
(4352) a00 Attack oi Ihe kittt Tomaoee 
i924ffi 3 JO Teenage Mutant Hero Turtle? 
16697) 44)0 Doug (1332) 4 JO RujratS 
17516) 54)0 Qaissa Expians It AS (4790) 
5 JO NckAlwe 1 (5953) 8-00 Grbvny (5531) 
SJ0-74W Praeuia (6012) 

DISCOVERY _ 

4.00pm Nature Of Profession (4903264) 
54)0 blinds ti the Parte (72466221 5.50 
Man Eaiets d tne WiU (9953784) 64)5 
Br-ycrd 2000 18745158) 74» Aisraia Wife 
(47824131 7 JO Fwk m Iho Road 128684291 
84)0 Trrw Tiavtfcts [4864061 j a JO Wood c4 
Advefflifes 147B7968I B4» Speca) Fare? 


r 


[4909448) 9JO Those Who Dare (1014210) 
IOlOO Btood. Sues and CJory 19145239) 
11.00 Chan** Bravo [4904993) 11-30-12.00 
The Global Farray (4900500) 

BRAVO _ 

12JJ0FH.M Tte Nighi My NuTijei Came Up 
(19K| 14091006) 2 . 00 pra thutysomertitng 
I490997H 3.00 Rai Patrol (46671S0) 3-30 
Hogan's Heroes (28795351 4.00 FILM 
Feaness Frar* (1987) writ Jon Vognr 
(5887429) 5 JO Drama Classes 12878806) 
6.00 Gel Smart [2875719) 6-30 I Spy 
(21089741 7JO Car 54. Where Are VcU* 
(2782055) B-00 ihinvspmethlng (9142142) 
9.00 The Tw*grt Zone (4996974 1 9JO FILM- 
J.:^rma (Y968I (394 7974) 11 JO-12.0Q Ho¬ 
gan'S Heroes (4904326) 

UK LIVING _ 

CLOOara Agony Hour (5951061) 74)0 Living 
(1293803) 8.00 The Traatmcni (3828622) 
8J0 Rendezvcxis (TK'7993) 94M Room For 
'grange (36182<5l 9 JO Kato and AM 
(3430968) 104)0 Now You See It (6027326) 
10 JO Susan Powter (36144^1114)0 Young 
And ReSttess (9719608) 124)0 De4a Smith 
(7079264) 1035 pm Rendezvous 

1.44644041) 14)5 Kilroy (7901993) 24» 
Agony Hou (8028055) 34)0 Living <9376968) 
3-4$ £ladrags and Glamour (98366)42) 
4JO Infatuation (68733261 4 JO Cwkjtis 
< 38565150) 4J5 Masiercnei (6496326) 5JO 
New Mr and Mrs Show [69597901 6JO 
Susan Powier [6956603) 6-30 Braofcsde 
ISB7405&) 74» Living 17562264) 84)0 Young 
and Resttees f74757B4)94» FILM: A Time » 
Triumph (1965) with Party Duke (7470871) 
114)0 BroOkSde (41256031 11J0-124» 
hianjacn UK (BOi62iO) 

FAMILY CHANNEL _ 

5.00pm Danger Mouse (20361 SJO Where l 
Live [4622) 64)0African Stess (35380G) 025 
A| Cfeed Up (950719) 74M Tmial Pureuil 
(7852) 7J0 My Two Dads (8871) 04)0 
Sncwy Rivet (41332) 9.00 Moonighrtng 
[b5W8j 104)0 Ferrety Catch phrase (889681 
10J0 !jp [80516) 11-00 Lou Gram (56448) 
124)0 Rhoda (43388) l2J0am Big Brother 
Jake (562171 14» Dangor Mou&e (13833) 
1 JO Trivial Pureuil - The Sequel (S6036) 
24)0 Mocnighting (52359) 34)0 Lou Grant 
(19814) 4.00 Rhoda (31974) 4 JO-5.00 Big 
Etromer Jatr 180758) 

MTV _ 

5.00am Awake [81678) SJO Tha Grind 
121264) ?4» Awake (75142) 8.00 VJ logo 
(853697)11J» Soul (64413) 12J0 Greaea 
H43 H7968) 1.00pm Afternoon M& [2056 H 
3.00 Sports (7429) 3 JO CocaOria Report 
[5215500) 3415 CmemaHC (5210055) 4JO 




News 113315001 4.15 3 from 1 (1027351) 
4J0 Dfet MTV (9SCO) 154)0 Muse Non-Stop 
165719) 6 JO The Pi*» (4245) 7.00 Greatest 
Htrs (61142) B-00 Most Wanted 770516) BJO 
Eksoub and Brit-Hoad (18697) 10JD0 Coca- 
Cota Report (916790) IMS Cnemaic 
(911245) tOJONews (552239) 10.45 3 horn 

1 (646822) 11.00 The EncP (12345) 1.00am 
Soul (790361 2-00 The Gnnd (892721 ZJO 
rtighl Videos (7651678) 

VH-1 _ 

74Xtem Crawtng trwn (he Wiccfcage 
(66370551 9.00 Cafe (6332448) 12-00 The 
Bridge [12679931 1-OOpra VB-1 to 1 
16830142) 1 JO Ten ri the Bea (13665001 

2 JO Heart and Soul (24068711 3JO Into the 
Musk [6968123) 64)0 Prime Cue (1263177) 
74M VH-1 fer YOU @653719) 84)0 Rock 
[85662391 900 Ten rittie Best [06426031 
10-00 The Bridge (7560662) 11 JO Tha 
Niqhtflv [6110121) lJOam Ten oMhe Best 
( 3529456) 2JO-7.00 Dawn Panri (84048871 

CMT EUROPE _ 

Counov music Irom 6am to 7pm. induing 
at 5-00 Saturday Nne Dance Ranch 6.00- 
74)0 Bg rictet 

TV ASIA _ 

G4X)am Perjan Mcmtig (89264) 74X) Asian 
Mi^minn (77603) 8JO Buuyaad (76177) 
S4B Bengali FILM (669790) 12 JO Griar 
(66844) 1-OOpm Hmd FILM ^82177) 44» 
Ke^itori (32142) 5,00 Bu-*oO0d (414?) 5 JO 
TVA and You (6440) 64)0 Vbuvin Arnfla 
Arangam (5581) BJO Paam**ii Paattu 
(2061) 7.00 Sorrel [8326) 7JO Dhici 
Dhamawi (8245) B OO News (1734) 930 
Bollywood Ptus (65611 04)0 Let's Talk 
(21500) 104M Video Junction (475771114)0 
Bollywood Plus (80719) 1130 Drama 
147023) 124V) Aston Morning (99340) 
lJOam S#« and Sound (61897651 

CARTOON NETWORK/TNT 

Continuous cartoons tram Sam to 7pm, 
then TNT turns K bafew. 

Theme. German Dreoors m Hohywood 
7.00pm The Many Widow (1952). Greeted 
by Enich vm Stroham (40600784) 955 Tha 
singing Nut (1986). Directed tty Henry 
Vaster (921982451 1040 Monte Carlo 
(1930): &recied by Erne! Lubdsch 
(5&38&MB) 1230am Tennessee Johnson 
<i£M2) Orected ay WKam DMerie 
(74645253) z 30-5.00 Tha Bishq) Misbe¬ 
haves (1935). Directed by EA Dupont 
(159461231 

CNN/QVC _ 

CNN provtdBS 24-hour news and QVC Is 
the home shopping channel 
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RUGBY UNION 42 


CRICKET 45 


RIB INJURY FORCES 
HALL TO WITHDRAW 
FROM WALES TEAM 



PAKISTAN CAPTAIN 
ACCUSED IN TEST 
BRIBERY ALLEGATION 


_ THURSDAY FEBRUARY 161995 _ 

Shameful scenes cast doubt on hosts’ ability to stage European championship 

Hooligans threaten England dreams 


Lr^^JiENgfAND’$TSQ(UilBLES 


June 1977: England v Scotland: Scotland supporters on riot after the 2-1 victory at 
Wemttey. fighting pitched battles, and tearing 14 } the goals and the pilch. 

June I960: England v Belgium: Italian portce Ere tear gas after trouble involving 
England supporters during the European Oianptonshlps. 

June 1990: England supporters nn rioi In Rlmri, during the World Cup. alia trouble 
started In a bar. 

October 1993: Holland v England: Dutch police arrest 197 England supporters when 
valence feres a Amsterdam before the world Cup qualifier wan Holland After me 
match. 431 tans are deported loDowmg dashes in Rotterdam. 

February 1996: Ireland v England: Match abandoned after England supporters hurl 
benches and seals from the upper section onio spedatore in me encbswe below The 
referee calls bath loams from the pitch and the match is finished 


From Rob Hughes 

FOOTBALL CORRESPONDENT 
IN DUBLIN 

THE insanity has returned. 
English hooliganism, in all its 
most vile forms, wrecked the 
occasion of a supposedly 
friendly international match 
against Ireland in Dublin last 
night, wrecked and sickened 
the affection thai many of us 
have for the game, and surely 
now threatened the plans for 
England to be the host nation 
of the European champion¬ 
ship next summer. 

Indeed, there is a case for 
England to be expelled from 
the world football community 
until and unless we can prove 
that we have cleansed this 
cancer from the game. 

Those thoughts, delivered 
from the site of mayhem in 
Lansdowne Road, may sound 
extreme. But extremism, make 


no mistake, was at the heart of 
all that happened last night 
just 28 minutes into this event 
"No surrender to the IRAi" 
sang far too many of the 4,000 
English contingent among the 
46,000 capacity crowd. Far too 
many with their arms held out 
in practised Nazi salutes for 
anyone to believe that this was 
an impromptu happening, or 
that we can dismiss it as an 
insignificant, policeable. tiny 
minority. 

Ostensibly, the trigger for 
the violence, for the morons to 
bombard players, officials, 
other spectators, police and 
anything that moved on the 
field with any weapon that 
they could get to hand, was the 
goal scored by the Irish after 
22 minutes. 

That, if for a moment we can 
consider this in sporting 
terms, was emphatic evidence 
that nine years of Irish conti¬ 


nuity under their English 
manger. Jack Charlton, have 
made this much smaller na¬ 
tion superior in terms of 
results to England. 

Phelan had been presented 
with the ball by a poor pass 
from Beardsley. And. from 
him. Sheridan, with sweet 
timing, had released Kelly, 
who scampered through the 
static England defence to de¬ 
feat Seaman from an oblique 
angle. 

At once the nastiness sur¬ 
faced. But there had been 
warnings of it throughout the 
previous night and day. A 
Dublin barman, who refused 
to serve drinks to two inebriat¬ 
ed Englishmen, had been 
slashed in the face. Later, in 
the centre of the city, there had 
been a reported knifing. 

And then, before the kick¬ 
off. both sets of supporters 
debased the respective an¬ 


thems. First the Irish whistled 
down God Save The Queen, 
then the English attempted to 
drawn The Soldier's Song 
with their heinous booing. 

Are we talking sport? Alas, 
we cannot be. Our shame, 
which some people had 
thought purged after the 
numbing shocks of Heysel ten 
years ago and the horrendous 
waste of human life at 
Hillsborough in 1989. has 


struck again, and with a 
vengeance. 

As Graeme Le Saux was 
struck by a missile, perhaps a 
stave or a piece of wood 
stripped from a seat, as the 
Dutch referee Dennis Jol 
sensibly urged the players to 
the safety of the tunnel, we 
watched in horror as weapon 
after weapon bombarded the 
comer of the field beneath the 
English "supporters". 


A policeman was dearly hit 
on the arm. a steward fell 
concussed, and then the evac¬ 
uation began. It was chilling 
to hear the loudspeakers ask 
Ireland fans to evacuate the 
West Stand “calmly and safe- 
Iv", and to congregate on the 
pitch. Thank heavens there 
were no fences to impede this 
process as young children, 
bewildered and crying, were 
led away, some of them by 
grown-ups whom they had. 
until then, never met 
“So far it is going well," the 
announcer soothed". But out¬ 
side. the sirens called another 
tune. And then another an¬ 
nouncement that one hoped 
never to hear again in a place 
of entertainment: “ff. by any 
chance, you have lost a child 
in the evacuation, then please 
go to the East Stand, where 
there are a number of children 
waiting.” A number, but not 


all. for I had seen a smal l girl 
carried awav on a stretcher, 
carried past the distraught 
figure of Jack Charlton. 

“He. the Englishman who 
has been lauded for so long 
among the Irish, had tried to 
appeal to the aliens who had 
come from his homeland to 
disfigure this night. He was 
led away by a heavy posse of 
Gardai as his home nation 
demonstrated emphatically 
that no longer can it claim to 
have rebuilt its reputation. 

Sadly it is just two weeks 
since Italian television crews 
came to England in the wake 
of a Genoa fan being stabbed 
to death in the street, came 
asking how we. the English, 
had managed to cure the 
hooligan problem. 

We knew that “cured" was 
hardly the right term. Sup¬ 
pressed. in English grounds, 
is rather more accurate. But 


here, even on the friendliest of 
foreign soQ, the perpetrators 
of the violence knew that there 
would not be the sophisticated 
policing or the closed-circuit 
surveillance cameras ... and, 
knowing it. (hey disgraced us 
once again. 

How much longer can we 
claim to have given die world 
"the beautiful game" and hold 
up our heads as a civilised 
nation? 

□ Argentina avenged their 
1994 World Cup defeat by 
Bulgaria with a 4-1 victory in 
Mendoza on Tuesday. Bulgar¬ 
ia had two players sou off — 
Trifon Ivanov for a bad foul- 
and their captain. [Ilian 
Kiriakov, for throwing the ball 
at the referee. Two first-half 
penalties from Marcelo Gall¬ 
ardo set up the victory. 


Dublin riot page 1 
Photograph, page 1 


Fifa gives 
Nigeria 
a reprieve 

By Our Sports Staff 


FIFA, football's world govern¬ 
ing body, yesterday yielded to 
pressure from federations in 
Africa and gave Nigeria a 
second chance to show it can 
host this year's world youth 
championships. 

Fifa's emergency committee 
upheld last week's decision 
that the competition should 
not go ahead next month, 
when it was scheduled, 
because of outbreaks of chol¬ 
era and meningitis in two of 
the four host cities. However, 
the committee agreed to send 
an inspection team to Nigeria 
to check on conditions with a 
view to holding the tourna¬ 
ment later in the year, proba¬ 
bly in the summer. 

“It was agreed by everyone 
that it would not be suitable or 
recommended to play the com¬ 
petition in March in Nigeria," 
the Fifa general secretary. 
Sepp Blatter, said. He added 
that the inspection team, com¬ 
posed of experts from Fifa, the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO) and an international 
risk insurance consultancy, 
would issue its final recom¬ 
mendation by the end of 
March. 

A WHO official in Geneva 
said that provided hygiene 
' precautions were taken, there 
should be no real risk to 
players or supporters from 
cholera. If the experts' report 
is positive, the tournament 
could be staged in the sum¬ 
mer, possibly in July, Blatter 
said. If not, then Fife would 
have to think again on wheth¬ 
er to move it to another venue. 

Blatter added there were 
concerns that the weather 
might be too hot to play 
during July, but that Fifa 
would hold discussions with 
the local organizing committee 
on the possibility of holding 
evening matches. It would be 
difficult to hold the competi¬ 
tion later in the year because 
of clashes with other football 
fixtures. The championship is 
for 16 teams from all over the 


world with players aged 20 or 
under. 

Fifa’s derision last Friday to 
cancel the championship 
prompted a furious response 
from Nigeria and other Afri¬ 
can countries and charges that 
Fifa was acting for political 
rather than health reasons. 

Fifa's emergency commit¬ 
tee. headed by die organ¬ 
isation’s president Joao 
Havelange. met at the request 
of the Nigerian organisers and 
lssa Hayatou, a committee 
member from Cameroon. 

Babashola Rhodes, tile 
chairman of Nigeria's Nat¬ 
ional Sports Commission, 
who had come to Zurich as a 
part of B-raember delegation 
to appeal against the derision 
earlier this week, said he was 
“quite happy" with the latest 
news: “We have the opportuni¬ 
ty to host the competition,” he 
said. 

It would be a the leading 
sports competition that Nige¬ 
ria has hosted. The country is 
an emerging football power 
and its team reached the 
second round of last summer’s 
World Cup finals. Nigeria is 
tipped by some as a possible 
winner at the next finals in 
France in 1998. 

A Fifa inspection team that 
checked on conditions in De¬ 
cember said they were woeful¬ 
ly inadequate, although a 
subsequent report last week 
was more positive. 

“Tremendous work has 
been done in the past two 
months," Blatter said. “There 
isn't a problem concerning the 
technical infrastructure. We 
have a wonderful all-seat sta¬ 
dium.” The Nigerian govern¬ 
ment says it has spent about 
£25 million upgrading Facili¬ 
ties. Rhodes refused to com¬ 
ment on how much the 
postponement would cost. 

Africa has only hosted the 
youth tournament once. It was 
staged in Tunisia in 1977. 
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Graf completes convincing comeback 


Threat to Benn’s 



Steffi Graf cruises to victory over Elena Makarova in the Paris Open yesterday on her return after injury 
to set up a quarter-final meeting with Martina Hingis. Photograph: Lionel Dironneau. Report page 46 
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By Raymond Keen e 

This position is from the 
game Omstein - Stean, 

Malmo 1979. 

Black has adopted a plan of 
sniping at the white centre 
from the wings - a dangerous 
strategy as it leaves his king 
vulnerable. How did White 
exploit this feature of the 
position? 

Solution, page 46 
Raymond Keene, page 8 


By Philip Howard 


PAKHAWAJ Ri DEMAN 

a. Operator of a roundabout 

b. The organ scholar at Keble 



ACROSS 

1 Large narrow-necked bottle, 
often in wicker (8) 

5 Be suffused (4) 

8 Cutting implement (S) 

9 Disconcert (4) 

11 Protest feebly; sheeplike 
sound (5) 

12 Briefly (2.1.4) 

13 Hurrah! (6) 

15 Ensemble or clothes (b) 

IS Small woodwind instrument 
(7) 

19 Mad with infection (5) 

21 Yield slightly (to blow); path 
for horses (4) 

22 Loyal attachment (8) 

23 Entice: fishing bait (4) 

24 Capital of Belgium (8) 

SOLUTION TO NO 396 


DOWN 

1 Ignore (orders) (7) 

2 New World cereal; shade of 
yellow (5) 

3 Exactly what is wanted 

(4JJ) 

4 Revolting (6) 

6 Make a start: lose one’s tem¬ 
per (43) 

7 Handle (weapon); exert (au¬ 
thority) (5) 

10 Wholesome, health-promot¬ 
ing (10) 

14 Mounted bullfighter with 
lance (7) 

16 News (7) 

17 One who behaves affectedly 
(6) 

18 Danger (5) 

20 Salt water (5) 


a. Carriage by bearers 

b. A Himalayan district 

c. A double-headed drum 

POUDREU5E 

a. A type of powdery snow 

b. A dressing-table 

c. A theatre nurse 


c. A mounted infantryman 

ORTAN1QUE 

a_ Ortolan in aspic 

b. A slightly squashed orange 

c. An illegal immigrant 

Answers on page 46 


ACROSS; 1 Bollard 5 Fives 8 Degas 9 Singles 10 Entre¬ 
mets 12 Ace 13 Skewer 14Fbrint 17 You IS Grandness 
20 Look/oui 21 Pecan 23 Easel 24 Sisters 
DOWN: 1 Budge 2 Lug 3 Austere 4 Duster 5 Funds 
6 Vulcanise 7 Suspect 11 Tremulous 13 Sky-blue 15 Oedi¬ 
pus 16 Cactus 18 Ghoul 19 Sinus 22 Cue 


defence of title 

By Our Sports Staff 


NIGEL BENN’S contest 
against the American knock¬ 
out specialist. Gerald McClel¬ 
lan, will go ahead. Frank 
Warren, a co-promoter of five 
bout insisted last night 

Benn, the World Boxing 
Council (WBC) super-middle¬ 
weight champion, is reported 
to be threatening to walk away 
from his fifth defence of the 
title at the London Arena on 
Saturday. February 25, unless 
a VAT bill for over £100,000 is 
settled. 

Warren, although adamant 
that eveiything is contractual¬ 
ly in order, is to meet Benn’s 
manager. Peter DeFreitas, 
when he returns from the 
champion’s Tenerife training 
camp next week. 

A joint statement from War¬ 
ren and his promotional part¬ 
ner. Don King, said: “We have 
lodged the contracted purse 
with Nigel Benn’s bank within 
the time frame stipulated by 
his manager. 

“We are awaiting confirma¬ 
tion from Benn thai he will 
attend the press conferences, 
which is in the terms of the 
same contract. 

“He has done nothing to 
assist in the promotion of this 
fight, which is exactly the 
same behaviour as we have 
had in the past 


"We have been informed 
that Benn is a non-resident 
and we are in discussion at the 
moment with the Inland Reve¬ 
nue concerning tax matters. 

"He was informed of this 
when signing the contracts 
with Don King and myself, 
neither were we informed that 
over 12 months ago a date had 
been set for a court hearing 
with reward to a case brought 
by his former trainer. Brian 
Lynch, which has again affect¬ 
ed our ability to promote the 
fight and is due to be heard 
shortly. 

“DeFreitas called me today 
and has asked for a meeting: 
with myself and Don King. « 

"The fight will go on. I’m not 
bring threatened through the 
press by Nigel Benn. We find 
it very strange that he can pick 
up a telephone to a newspaper 
when it suits him. yet he can’t 
be bothered to attend press 
conferences to talk about his 
profession." 

Meanwhile. Warren is in 
the middle of a dispute with 
Chris Eubank, who has issued 
a writ claiming £147300 in 
VAT from his fight against 
Ray Close, of Ireland, in 
Belfast last May. A hearing is 
expected shortly. 
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Only £49.99 +p &„ 

FOR A BRITISH MADE 

LONG WAX COAT 


SHOULDER CAPE 

CORD COLLAR 

NECK FASTENING CTRAP 

STOD FASTENING & 
STORM FRONT 

*Va ljninc & 

INTERNAL POCKET 

ADJUSTABLE CUFF 
STRAPS 

2 DEEP POCKETS 

LEG STRAPS 

INVERTED STUDDED 
RACK PLEAT 



An amazingly low price for 
Qua British made, riding style 
urax coat Essential wear for 
horseriders and country life, 
whilst being smart enough to 
be seen in town. If you’re 

looking for a sensible coat to 

cope with the vagaries of a 
British Spring, then we think 
you couldn't do much better. 

Why pay more elsewhere ? 

Order by telephone or mail today and don’t pass this buy-. 

Material: Cotton wax outer Colours: Navy. Brown 
Sizes: unisex. S, M. L. XL. XXL (please state chest size) 

Item Reft 11320 Wax Coat 

Phone Now on 0768 899111 

OR Fax 0768 899222 TO PLACE CREDIT CARD ORDER 
Send to Dept man Town & Cou>mrv Manner Ltd 

Penbitb Estate, Penrith, Cumbria CA119EQ 

We hop* to dispau* by return. othentise you should hear Cron os within 28 days, 
if not ptoaac am tan tn. REFUND OR REPLACEMENT IF NOT DELIGHTED. 
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